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Your Questions Answered 
by Joan Dillon 

Is chocolate dangerous for 
dogs? 

This question came from a co
worker who explai ned that her dog, 
a Bouvier des Flandres, had awak
ened them about 5 a,m. by jumping 
on the bed and virtually bouncing off 
the wall s, The discovery of an open 
kitchen cabinet along with an empty 
bag of chocolate morsels (the kind 
used in baking chocolate chip cook
ies) soon provided the cause. 

I don't think she was prepared for 
my response that chocolate (and par
ticularly baking chocolate) was a 
deadly poison for dogs, but I knew 
of a Golden Retriever that had died 
from eating a bag of chocolate 
morsels some years back. I also 
knew of a greyhou nd that had died 
from eating chocolate, It was possi
ble that her dog mi ght actually die of 
chocolate poi soning. 

Luckily her daughter who was a 
senior in hi gh school and had a 
drivers license was home with the 
dog. I am sure my co-worker thought 
J was maki ng mountains out of 
molehills when I advised her to call 
home and have her daughter call the 
National Animal Poison Co ntrol 
Center in Urbana, Illinoi s at 
900/680-0000 and then follow what
ever instructions they gave her. She 

did as I requested. 
About ten minutes later her 

daughter called back. They had told 
her to get the dog to a veterinary 
hospital immediately and have them 
admini ster medication to the dog to 
slow his heart rate. The next time she 
called it was to say that the veteri
nary hospital had admitted the dog 
for medication and observation. 
Luckily this dog survived and when 
the crisis had passed, returned home_ 

What is so deadly about choco
late? It contains caffeine and theo
bromine which belong to a class of 
chemicals called methylxanthines. 
Dogs can't metabolize and excrete 
these chemicals the way humans 
can . Various types of chocolate con
tain varying amounts of these chem
icals. The mildest is milk chocolate; 
the deadl iest, the dark sweet baking 
variety . While it could take as much 
as three pounds of milk chocolate to 
kill a medium-sized dog , it could 
take as little as five ounces of baking 
chocolate. 

A dog Ihat consumes chocolate 
and displays such signs as vomiting, 
hyperactivity, restlessness, sensitiv
ity to the touch, rapid heat1beat and 
breathing, musc le tremors or 
seizures, shou ld be treated as a poi
son ing victim as these can lead to 
coma and death. 

Send your questions to Joan at 
P.O. Box 173, Holbrook, MA 
02343. She has been a greyhound 
oWller sillce 1979 and was involved 
in greyhound rescue for fourteen 
years. 
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BEHAVIOR 

HELP! 
My Dog Just Ate My Couch! 

A Guide to Solving Destructive Chewing 

your couch 
(floor, favo rite 
shoes, or what
ever): 

Boredom: 

Cinnamon and Poco chewing on their own Christmas presents. Sometimes 
dogs don'l make the disti nct ion between their chewables and other things. 
Photo COll l1CSY of Robert Banks. Redondo Beach. CA. 

One of the ways 
that dogs relieve 
boredom is by 
chewing. They 
will chew what
ever is available 
to them or what 
they enjoy most. 
Think of how 
much fun it must 
be to rip the 
stuffing out of a 
couch and watch 
it fl y all over the 
li ving room' Destructi ve chewing is one of the 

most common compl aints among 
dog owners. 11 can be a frustrating 
problem - and an expensive one. 
Chewing in and of itself is not bad; 
however, it is a normal and neces
sary ac ti vity of a dog . Chewing only 
becomes a problem when your dog 
chews things you don't want him to. 
Thi s guide is des igned to help you 
understand why your dog is being 
destructi ve and offer you some av
enues toward a clire 

"He ate the couch because 
he's mad at me." 

Your dog may chew for any num
ber of reasons, but among them is 
not anger, spite, or hatred. Fortu
nately for us, dogs do not act out of 
spite. Here are some more likely rea
sons fo r your dog 's demoliti on of 

Cc/eu mlil1g GI"f'yhol/lI(/s 

Fun: No explanation necessary. 
Tension : Dogs , li ke people, 

don't keep tension bottled up ; they 
release it - usuall y by chewing. If 
your dog is upset by your leaving, 
fo r in stance, he may chew the 
kitchen table leg to re lieve tension. 

Lack of exercise: All dogs 
need exercise ; some need more than 
others. If your dog does not get 
enough, he may use chew ing as an 
outlet for hi s pent up energy . 

Poor di et/hunger tension: Dogs 
not getting proper nutrition or who 
are sensiti ve to food additi ves may 
ex hibit any number of behavior 
problems , like chewing. 

Teething: When pu ppies lose 
their mi Ik teeth (baby teeth), they 
need to chew on thin gs much the 
way human bab ies do when they cut 
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teeth . 
Teething, part two: After the 

adult teeth are all in, (when your pup 
is about six months old) they will be
g in to set in the j aw. At thi s time 
puppies need to chew more than 
ever. If your puppy is between six 
and ten months old and is left in an 
empty room, he will chew the wall s 
and fl oor because he has to chew. 

"He has twenty chew toys but 
he still chews my things." 
If your dog has many chew toys 

on the fl oor it will be harder fo r him 
to diffe rent iate between what's hi s 
and what's yours. It all looks like fair 
game to him. If, however, he has 
onl y one o r two toys it is much easier 
to teach him the diffe rence. (When 
he is better tra ined you may wish to 
add a couple more.) 11 is a lso a good 
idea to reserve one favorite toy that 
your dog onl y gets when you are 
gone. 11 will become a special treat 
th at will occupy more of hi s time 
than hi s ordin ary everyday toys . 

"He knows he's done wrong. 
He looks guilty when I get 

home." 
Dogs don' t have morals and don't 

know right from wrong. When your 
dog looks "guilty" he is actually say
ing, in dog language, that he is sub
mi ssive and/or scared . He is in effect 
say ing, " I respect you and donlt want 
you to hurt me." Let's look at what 
leads up to that guilty look. 

(HELP! Continued on page 3) 
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(HELP! Continued from page 2) 

You leave for work and for some 
reason, like boredom, your dog be
gins to chew a shoe you forgot to 
put away. It feels good on his gums 
and the leather tas tes especially 
nice. He flips it in the air a few 
times fo r laughs. Eventuall y he 
loses interest and takes a nap. A few 
hours later you come home. Your 
dog is happy to see you and you 
him - until you fi nd the rest of 
what use to be your shoe. So you 
yell and maybe even hit him as you 
show him the chewed shoe. On an
other day, you leave for work and 
your dog di scovers how much fun 
it is to rip the stuffing out of the 
couch cushi ons. He 
has a real bl ast scatter
ing that pu ffy white 
stuff all over the living 
room. Some time later 
you arrive home to 
find this mess and 
again let your dog 
know how unhappy 
you are. 

Notice a pattern? 

sound and/or clap your hands to star
tle your dog and interrupt hi s ac
ti ons. Then give him something else 
to do, like chew on hi s own toy , 
come to you or sit on command. 
Punishing him after the fact will do 
nothing more than confuse him and 
damage your relationship with him. 

"He only chews things when 
I'm not there to catch him." 
When you are away from home 

or are too busy to watch your dog, 
confine him in a place where he can't 
get into trouble. For some dogs this 
can be a small roo m; fo r many this 
means a dog crate. By confining 
your dog, he will be safe and will not 

a puppy, plan to crate him until he is 
at least one year old to get through 
the worst of the teething periods. 

It will be helpful to your dog if 
you make your leaving and home
coming low-key and uneventful. If 
you get your dog excited just before 
you leave, he will be more anxious 
about your going. The same holds 
true for your return . If your greeting 
is a very excited one, your dog will 
begin to get revved up around the 
time you usuall y get home. If you 
are late, your dog will need to do 
something to relieve his anxiety and 
pent up energy and he will chew. 
S imilarly, if you always feed your 
dog or take him out to relieve him

Your dog has. He 
knows that he has a 
great time when he 
chews up your things 
and that he has a reall y 
bad time when you 
come home. Your dog 
has not learned that 

Kelly and Nikk i wa iting for Ellie to come home. Loneliness is one of the re:lsons 
greyhounds can suffer from anxiety. Photo counesy of Ell ie Goldstein, Harnden, CT. 

self immediately upon 
arri ving home, your 
dog will learn to get ex
cited around the time 
you are due back. Get 
your dog used to the 
pattern that when you 
come home it means a 
quiet "hello" and a pat 
on the head, and that 
going out and eating 
have no connection 
with your return. Let 
your dog out ten to fif
teen minutes after you 
arri ve (with the excep
ti on of a young pup 
who has been confined 
for an extended period 

chewing is bad; he has 
fun when he chews. What he has 
learned is that your homecoming is 
very unpl easant. So now, after a 
great day's chewing when he hears 
you drive in the driveway, he gets 
scared and submissive and looks 
"guilty" - because he knows he's in 
for it when you walk in the door, not 
because he knows he has done some
thing wrong. 

To teach your dog not to chew 
something, you need to catch him in 
the act or before. When he so much 
as looks at your shoe or the couch or 
whatever, utter a sharp, bark-like 

Celebmlillg Greyholil/{is 

be able to get into anything he 
shouldn't. When you confine him, 
make sure he has fresh water and a 
sa fe chew toy. When you come 
home at the end of the day, it will be 
with the comfort of knowing that 
your house is in one piece and you 
and your dog will both be happy to 
see each other. If your dog has al 
ready developed a habit of chewing 
your things, you may need to crate 
him for a long time before the habit 
is broken. When you begin to give 
him more freedom, do so gradually 
to help prevent setbacks. If you have 

3 

of time) and feed him 
thirty minutes to an hour after that. 

"What else can I do?" 
Give your dog lots of physical 

and mental exercise to provide him 
with a constructi ve way to release 
his energy . Along with fifteen to 
twenty minutes of physical exercise 
a day, give your dog a mental work
out in the form of obedience train
ing. By training your dog you will be 
giving him a job to do, you'll be ex
erc ising his mind and you will 
strengthen your relationship with 

(HELPI Continued on page 9) 
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PHYSIOLOGY 

Physiological Aspects of 
Separation Anxiety in Dogs 

by Lynda Adame 

Horton provides security and comfort for Hannah. Sometimes having a friend helps ease separation 
anx iety. Pho to courtesy of Tom and Mary Ki llmadc. Ba llwin . MO. 

One of the most common com
plaints heard from the owners of 
co mpanio n dogs is that their dogs 
engage in di sruptive behavior when 
left alone.' T his disruptive behavior, 
co mmonly referred to as separation 
anxiety, is actually a di stress re
sponse to separation from the person 
or companions to whom the dog is 
attached. Ex-racing greyhounds that 
are placed in homes as lone dogs of
ten exhibit separation anxiety. Thi s 
can be explained by unders tandi ng 
their unique past and realizing that 
they have never been alone or out of 
the company of other g reyhounds 
before. Co mbine thi s with the fact 
that they may have never been inside 
a real home with humans that actu
all y want to love and pet them, and 
you have a dog that could become 
anxiolls when left alone. 

Separation anxiety behaviors are 
ex hibited by male and female dogs 
with equal frequency and are not 

CddJr(lfillg CI'('yIIlJlllld.~ 

breed or age related (except at the 
time of weaning). One of the key dif
ferent iating feat ures between other 
behavioral disorders and separation 
anxiety is that the dog engages in 
separation responses within a short 
time after being left alone - often 
wi thin mi nutes. These behaviors 
typically pea k within five to thirty 
minutes of being left, and then grad
ually decline. The di sruptive behav
iors associated with separation anxi
ety are co mmonly broken down into 
the foll owing categories: Elimina
tio n behav iors; Destructive behav
iors; and Excess ive voca li zati on.2 

Realize and accept that the 
dog is not being disruptive 

on purpose 
Dogs don't understand compli 

cated human emotions like spite or 
revenge; they are simply responding 
to the stress they are feeling by act
ing out behaviorall y and physiologi
call y. 

There is a fascinat ing sequence of 
events that take place inside a dog in 
res ponse to stress. T he sequence 
starts with the dog interp reti ng the 
situation as "stressful" in the cere
bral cortex and then passing this in 
formation down to the limbic system 
via nerve impu lses. The li mbic sys
tem, the part of the brain where emo
tional responses arc made, creates a 
phys ical di spl ay to suit the emo
tional response as well as physiolog
ical changes in the body. These 
phys ical adjustments rapid, 
bounding heart rate, prolonged rapid 
panting, eye pupil s large and di lated, 
extensive droo ling and sali vati on, 
adrenaline release to increase blood 
pressure, and loose fluid bowel mo
tion - occur automaticall y, with no 
conscious effort on th e part of the 
greyhound. ' 

Punishing is not the key 
Because the dog is not doing this 

on purpose, pun ishment is not the 
key. Puni shment used incorrec tly 
ca n result in negative side effec ts 
that actuall y magnify separation 
anxiety. For example, a dog will not 
associate puni shment with separa
ti on anxiety if it is puni shed at the 
spot of mi sbehavior after the owner 
returns; instead , the dog mi ght learn 
to anticipate pun ishment when the 
ow ner return s and exhibit fearfu l 
submiss ive behavior whi ch the 
owncr intcrprets as guilt. 

(Physiologica l Continued on page 5) 
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(Phys iologica l Continued fro m page 4) 

The goal is to gradually accli
mate the dog to being alone. 

Ini tially you should set up many 
short separations from the dog that 
last less time than it takes the dog to 
demonstrate the anxiety response . 
For some dogs, thi s period (initially) 
may only be one o r two seconds 
long, and you might onl y go to an
other room in the house. As you 
have successes , graduall y increase 
the duration of the separat ion peri
ods. Present the dog w ith a safety 
cue when leaving. This cue should 
be a consistent statement ("Be Good. 
I'll Be Ri ght Back") or ac ti on 
(leaving a TV or radio on). Leave the 
dog with something to occupy it like 
the Buster Cube or a hollowed out 
bone stu ffed with peanut butter or a 
jerky strip. The Buster Cube is a toy 
that holds I and a 114 cups of dog 
kibble inside its compartments and 
releases small amounts of the kibble 
as the dog works the cube and roll s 
it a certai n way. Studies have 
demonstrated that dogs respond bet
ter to departures when the lengths 
are varied (e .g., al one one mi nute, 
two minutes, one minute, three min
utes, two minutes, fOllr minutes , one 
minute, four minutes, one minute, 
fOllr minutes, three minutes . ad in
finitu m.' A dog that can to lerate be
ing alone fo r an hour can usually tol
erate being alone for an entire day. 

Confining a dog with separation 
anxiety may work, but the experts 
feel that the confinement of a crate 
can add to the panic and stress of the 
dogs. Crates are not reco mmended 
in the treatment of separation anxi
ety, but confining the dog to your 
bedroom with a baby gate can pro
vide a soothing secure environment 
for the dog. 

Drug therapy 
Drug therapy is the new fronti er 

m treati ng separation anxiety. 
PLEASE be extremely careful when 
using any anti -anxiety medication 
on a greyhound or any sighthound 
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because of their uni que li ver 
metaboli sm. Dr. Harry New man , a 
sighthound-experienced veterinarian 
who works with adoption groups in 
the Buffa lo, New York area provided 
this informati on: "In greyhounds as 
in other dogs, I strongly urge owners 
to try behav ior mod ifica tion tech
niques and onl y resort to anti
anxiety medication as last resort. I 
recommend runnin g a compl ete 
blood panel prior to starting these 
drugs and a repeat panel one to two 
weeks after starting them. I closely 
monitor li ver enzymes as well as all 
the other organ fun ctions. Some of 
the current drugs used are Prozac, 
Amytriptylline, Buspirone, and In
deral. T hi s type of therapy is new 
and there is not much data out on 
reactions observed in greyhounds. " 
Regardless of the drug or the dose 
regimen used, owners should be 
warned of the range of side effects, 
and it mu st be stressed that these 

'1 ' drugs should be used temporan y 

The lone dog 
The subject of separation anxiety 

comes up frequentl y on the 
Greyhound-I e-mail list and seems to 
afflict lone dogs. There is one cure to 
separation anxiety that has worked 
near miracles for the owners on that 
li st, and that is the additi on of a sec
ond dog into the household , prefer
abl y another greyhound. 

I Victoria Voith. DVtvl , PhD. and Peler Borchelt . 
PhD, SepalYl /iol1 Allx iety i/l Dog.~. Uni versity o r 
Pe nnsy lvania Schoo l of Veterin ary Med icil1 c, 
Continu ing Education Art ic le #4 , 42 Vo l. 7 . No. 
I. January, 1985 
! Ibid 
) Lind.l L. Blythe. DVM, PhD. J:nnes R. Gan
non.B VSc, FACVSc. and A. Mo rrie Crai g, PhD. 
Care oj /he Racillg C reyliolllld (Port land. Oregon. 
Graphi c Art s Center and the American Grey
hound Council. Inc .. PI' 48-54. 1994) 
~ Lynn McEl roy. DVrvl. Sepal"(l lioll Anxiety ill 
Dogs. Univcrsity o r Pennsy lvani:l School o r Vet
erinary Medici ne. Continui ng Education An iclc 
#2.39 1, Vol. 10 . No. 6. July 1989 
5 lbit! 

Lynda Adallle is a regular CG COII -
tributor .:. 
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HERO HOUND 

Jack, an uncommon hero. Photo cOllltesy or Joyce 
McRorie. HUlltington Bcach, CA. 

Jack: 
A Rescued 
Greyhound 

Rescues Owner 
by Marcia Herman 

On April 17 at 2:30 a.m. Bob 
Buckner suffered a seizu re and while 
unconscious , bit off the tip of hi s 
tongue. Bob's mouth ' and throat 
quickly filled with blood. No one was 
aware of the impending danger. No 
one, that is, except our hero, Jack, who 
is also owned by Yara Lewin . Jack 
saw the danger and instantl y barked 
out emergency canine codes. First to 
respond were hi s canine sisters, who, 
fo llowi ng Jack' s lead, took up howl
ing. All thi s acti vity woke up Yara 
who immedi ately called 9 11. When 
firefi ghters and other rescue personnel 
arrived, they relieved Jack of his du
ties and wisked Bob to the hospital 
with "greyhound" speed . 

Yara say s, "We've always lo ved 
our beautiful greyhounds, but now we 
have so much more to be grateful for. 
Bob would have died in that awful at
tack. Thankfull y, we have our Jack 
who rescued us." 

COlldellsed frolll all article by Clarice 
Roeder, ill the GPA Greater Los An
geles! Orallge Coulllry lIelVsletter 
GPA Update .:. 
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THE LAWVER IS IN 

Insurance and Your Greyhound 

Your Greyhound and Dwelling 
Insurance 

My All state Insurance agent de
scribed that company's current posi
tion on dogs. Allstate is dog-rriendly 
except to rottweilers, pit bull s and 
dogs with a hi story of aggress ion . 
Insurance companies have solidified 
their position over the past five 

by Attorney Janet Barrick 

guest, the dwelling insurance covers 
the guest's medical, surgical, x-ray, 
dental services, ambulance, hospital , 
nursing and funera l expenses, pros
thetic devices , eye glasses, hearing 
aids and pharmaceutical s. (It's im
possible to imagine one of our greyt 
dogs causing such mayhem.) 

If your greyhound bites some-

Excess liability coverage, also 
known as an umbrella policy, may 
be valuable if a person were to be 
sued for damages or injury caused 
by the dog. An umbrella policy gen
erally does not insure for additional 
types of liabi lity; it mere ly extends 
the normal limits of up to 
$ 1,000,000 (one million dollars) to 

$ 10,000,000 (ten million 
dollars). A few umbrella 
policies cover liabilities 
that are not specifically 
excluded under the 
homeow ners po li cy. The 
higher your earnings and 
the greater the value of 
your assets, the greater is 
your ri sk of loss. If you 
have a lot at stake, an 
excess li abi lity policy 
may be valuable to you. 

Insurance For Your 
Commercial Board
ing Kennel, Animal 
Shelter, or Adoption 

Group 

years. When I moved into 
my home in 199 1, my 
private kennel sparked a 
series of pre-qualifying 
questions: What kinds of 
dogs? How many? Will 
you have a fenced yard? 
I held my breath for a 
coupl e of day s as they 
evaluated my responses. 
No problem; these dogs 
are friendl yl Any of us 
could have told them 
that! Nevertheless, con
sidering that about 
600,000 dog bites require 
medical attention in the 
US each year, it's impres
sive that insurance com
panies take such a dog
positi ve attitude. * 

Tucker has no proble ms with the dog door even as a two month old puppy. Photo 
courtesy of Doug and M arcia Herman . Hamden. CT. 

If you operate a commer
cial boarding kenne l or 

VVhat about dog 
doors? Do they create too easy an 
entrance fo r burglars? The company 
said they do not ask about them. The 
risk is not spec ifically underwritten. 
Having a dog door is no problem. 

If your greyhound bites a 

Ct'/e/)ralillg GreyllOlllu/!.; 

one while it is off your property, or 
causes an auto accident should it 
dash into the street, those ex penses 
are covered as well. If any incident 
requires you to use your insurance 
coverage, expect your in surance to 
be canceled. 

6 

an an imal shelter, or if 
you have a formally organized and 
adequately funded adoption group, 
you may want to consider one of the 
special package plans for ken nels. 
Travelers Insurance is one of the 

(Insurance Continued on page 7) 
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(Insurance Continued from page 6) 

companies that offers this. These 
plans provide general liability cover
age (which protects a business and 
its employees against claims for 
bodily injury and property damage); 
professional liability insurance; ani
mal damage coverage; crime cover
age (including crimes against the 
kennel by employees) ; income pro
tection ; and building and personal 
property coverage. 

Health and Well-dog 
Care Insurance 

Thirty-six million households in 
the United States own dogs, but less 
than one per cent of these house
holds have insurance for their pets' 
health care. The concept still seems 
novel here. 

In the United Kingdom ... 
In contrast, England has had 

health insurance policies for pets for 
more than sixty years . They are pop
ular and enrollments are high. 
Breeders, veterinarians and insur
ance brokers sell these policies. 
British policy benefits often include 
a lump-sum payout upon the death 
of the pet, or if the pet is lost or 
stolen. The policies cover the ex
penses of trying to locate a lost pet, 
and they supplement homeowner's 
insurance to cover the costs of litiga-

tion if you are sued for damage or 
injury caused by your pet. They 
cover boarding fees for your pet if 
you are suddenly hospitali zed. The 
policies routinely cover your pet' s 
veterinary visits, medication and 
hospitalization when ill or injured . 
Some policies reimburse the ex
penses you have paid if, due to your 
pet's sudden hospitalization , you are 
forced to miss your vacation , and 
some pay a bonus to the owner of a 
pet that alerts its family when there 
is an intruder. That's fairly extensive 
coverage' 

In the United States ... 
Health care insurance for pets has 

been offered in the states for about 
fifteen years. The policies exclude 
pre-existing injuries or illnesses, 
congenital or hereditary problems, 
routine exams, spaying or neutering, 
vaccine-preventable diseases, 
worming, teeth cleaning and other 
routine care. 

The primary purpose of the cov
erage is to cover the costs of catas
trophic injuries or illnesses that re
quire prolonged treatment. The pre
miums increase with the age of your 
animal and can range from around 
$50 up to almost $600 per year. 

HMO'S 
To supplement these policies, 

Raker recoverin g rrom di sc surgery. Photo cOllrtesy or Li sa Harrod, Arlington, M A . 
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other United States providers are es
tablishing HMOs that fill the gaps 
not covered by health care policies 
for pets. These HMO companies as
semble networks of participating 
vets and speciali sts who offer a 25% 
discount to members for the services 
that are not covered by the health 
care providers. Premiums under the 
HMOs range from about $100.00 
annually for a single pet, up to $260 
for three pets ; over three pets re
quires a telephone call for a rate 
quote. 

Evaluate and compare costs 
Evaluate carefully the costs of 

health care and HMO insurance for 
dogs. Would you be better off by 
regularly depositing cash into a sav
ings account rather than paying pre
miums to an HMO? Which method 
might be best for covering the catas
trophic veterinary and specialist care 
that you hope your greyhound will 
never require? 

Author' s note: This article neither 
recommends nor endorses any par
ticular type of insurance or com
pany; its purpose is merely to make 
you aware of what is available. 

*The Humane Society of the United 
States compiled statistics of the one 
hundred seventy-seven deaths re
sulting from dog attacks in the US 
from 1979 to 1994: fifty -seven 
deaths involved pit bulls, nineteen 
were by rottweilers, seventeen were 
by shepherds, and eight were by 
dobermans. 

Janet Barrick is a CG regular con
tributor and attorney 

.:. 
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PREvDRIVE 

Controlling a High-Prey Grey 

Duffy is not tru stworthy around 
small an imals. One evening a small 
off- lead and unattended dog ap
proached whi Ie we were out on a 
walk. In a flash, Duffy lunged for
ward, grabbed the dog, and shook it in 
hi s jaws full y intending to kill it. 
Luckil y, the dog escaped and a 
tragedy was ave.1ed. 

This inc ident gave me great pause 
for thought about Duffy's prey-dri ve 
and how best to handle it. Although I 
am new to thi s breed, after li ving with 
Duffy , I am co nvinced that a grey
hound of thi s nature (extremely hi gh 
prey-drive) cannot be completely 
trained out of thi s be
hav iour. Although so me 
amount of training might 
come in handy (i.e, com
mands such as "Drop it" or 
"Easy"), one has to accept 
that a small number of such 
high prey greyhounds do 
ex ist. Hence, I do every
thing in my power to en
sure that a situation like the 
above would not recur. 
Sadl y, off- lead dogs are 
co mmon in my neighbour
hood; in a perfect world, all 
dogs would be under hu
man control. 

by Jody Frederick 

then the person has control of the an i
mal. The Haiti -lead fastens behind the 
dog's ears and has a strap that crosses 
the bridge of the nose. The lead snaps 
into a loop that hangs below the dog's 
chin . The Haiti -lead works because 
when the dog pull s, pressure is ex
erted across the nose, making it un
comfortable for the dog. Dogs that 
continuall y pull on the lead are com
pletely controll abl e when wearing a 
Haiti -lead. T he Hait i-lead is often 
more effecti ve than a metal choker
coll ar because some dogs pull hard 
even when wearing a choke collar 
This dev ice is endorsed by veterinari -

The Halti·lead 
Duffy. examining a kitty hiding in the bushes. Photo courtesy of 
Jody Frederick. 0l1aw:1. Onwrio. Canada. 

When I took Duffy to 
introd uctory obed ience classes, my 
instructor suggested that I try a device 
called a Haiti -lead s impl y because 
Du ffy is such a large, head-strong 
male. A Hait i- lead (also called a head 
coll ar) closely resembles and works 
on the same premise as a horse halter. 
The ins tructor explai ned that if a per
son has control of an animal's head, 

Cefe/Jrarillg Gn'yholi lu/s 

ans and obedience instructors as hu
mane and effecti ve even though it can 
damage a dog's larynx over time. 

Preventing "the lunge" 
For many months after the obedi

ence class ended, Duffy wore the 
Haiti-lead. Recently, I returned to the 
safety-co ll ar and on that fateful 
evening, th at is what Duffy was wear-

8 

ing. With the safety co ll ar, he was 
eas il y able to lunge forward and grab 
the dog; the pressure exerted on his 
neck was not a deterrent and the collar 
did nothing to break his fo rward mo
mentum. However, I wholeheartedly 
believe that the Haiti -lead would have 
prevented Duffy from being able to 
lunge. My reasoning is twofold; First: 
Duffy is more sensiti ve to the pres
sure exerted on his nose and he stops 
immed iately when the pressure 
builds; with a conventional collar, he 
is able to pul l longer and harder' Sec
ond: When Duffy lunged forward , the 
Haiti-lead would have turned hi s head 
180 degrees because it pulls on hi s 
head, not on hi s nec k like a conven
tional collar. This means that any time 
that he pulls suddenl y, hi s head gets 
swivel led around, breaki ng his foc us 
and his momentum. After all , it's hard 
to chase something when you're sud
denly fac ing the other direction' 

Adjustment period and 
a good fit 

As a precaution, Duffy wi ll wear 
the Haiti-lead from thi s day forward. 
Like the safety collar, there is very lit
tle chance that a greyhound can back 
out of the haiti-lead. However, an ini
tial proper fit is essential. Be sure to 
check the adjustment of the straps pe
riodicall y. There is an adjustment pe
riod when your dog first wears a 
Haiti -lead. Most dogs resist at first, 
but they quickly learn that they are the 
ones that control the pressure' 

In a short time, a pleasant walk 
with a loose lead is guaranteed. If 
your greyhound wears one, be pre
pared to explai n what it is and how it 
works to the general public because 

(Controlling Continued on page 10) 
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(HELP! Continued from page 3) 

him by establishing clear (and fun) 
communication. 

Feed your dog a high quality, nat
urally formulated dog food to ensure 
that your dog is not being destructive 
because of a nutritional imbalance of 
sensitivity to additives in his diet. 
Feed adult dogs twice a day and 
young puppies three or four times. 
Give your dog every chance to be
have his very best. 

"My dog doesn't eat the couch 
anymore!" 

By trying to understand your dog 
and his behavior and by following a 
common sense approach, you'll be 
well on your way to having a dog 
who is a joy to live with, a couch 
(and carpet and walls and shoes) that 
are intact, and a lifetime of friend
ship with your dog. 

© Reprinted courtesy of Gemini 
Dog Training Sen'ices, Ayer, MA 

Pinto helps unwrap a new toy. Photo courtesy of 
Lt. Co l. James Rainey, A labama. 

Celebratillg Gre\'f/oIII/(I~' 

BOOK 

A Must-Have Book for 
Anyone with Kids and Dogs! 

Child-Proofing Your Dog 
by Brian Kilcommons and 
Sarah Wilson 
Warner Books, 1994 
$9.99 (Paperback) 

If you already have a dog and are 
expecting a baby, already have kids 
and want to get a dog, or already 
have kids and dogs and want to im
prove the status quo, then this is the 
book for you. 

According to the authors, 
"Childproofing is about preventing 
the preventable as much as that is 
humanly .possible. That's exactly 
what this book is about. It is no 
promise that your dog or any other 
dog will never harm a child. But it 
does give you many steps and exer
cises that you can do with your dog 
and your child to help them avoid 
some of the most common prob
lems. " 

This book will help you to train 
your dog to deal with children in 
ways that are both easy to under
stand and fun to do. It will also pro
vide you with a good foundation for 
understanding and communicating 
with your dog. 

As far as I am concerned this 
book is the Bible for dealing with 
kid and dog problems. It covers ev
erything from getting your dog 
ready to accept a new baby to avoid-

9 

ing problems when bringing the 
baby home. It covers the subjects of 
dogs and toddlers and dogs and 
small children. It even gives instruc
tions for various games for children 
to play with their dog which will 
help the dog to understand its proper 
place in the family. In addition, there 
is also a section on dogproofing your 
child to help them understand the 
r~les to follow in dealing with 
strange dogs. 

Brian Kilcommons is one of the 
country's foremost dog trainers as 
well as the only American to study 
under the renowned Barbara Wood
house. He was also the official 
trainer for the PBS television series, 
"The Gentle Doctor: Veterinary 
Medicine." 

This book provides wonderful 
insight into the reasons why dogs 
act the way they do around children 
as well as ways for dealing with any 
potential problems before they be
come major problems. Highly rec
ommended. 

Joan Dillon 
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by Bruce Skinner 

WWW? PPP? http://? ftp://? gh-
I? 

Huh? 
Do you think these are nicknames 

for your dogs' bodily functions? Or 
the sounds they make be
fore/while/after performing said 
bodily function on your new oriental 
rug? 

Or do you already know that they 
are acronyms for portions and fllllC
tions of the Internet? 

Either way, welcome to Site 
Hounds, a feature column that will 
focus on greyhounds, pet issues, and 
happenings in cyberspace, I will be 
presenting you with the fun, impor
tant, new and sometimes controver
sial aspects of the Internet. 

Site Hounds is an extension of A 
Breed Apart, the first on-line grey
hound magazine, an award winning 
electronic magazine (eZine) for 
greyhounds and their owners that is 
accessible through the World Wide 
Web (that's WWW for short). At A 
Breed Apart (ABAP), Site Hounds is 
a department that showcases the 
homepages of greyhounds world
wide (oh ... and their owners too). 

ABAP debuted in June of 1995 as 
a way to provide information on all 
aspects of greyhound ownership (as 
related to greyhounds as dogs, as 
pets, as friends or as retired racers). 
In its humble beginnings, readership 
ran in the several dozens. Today, 
ABAP has over 500 regi stered read-

Celebrating Greyhounds 

ers, with hundreds more who surf in 
silence. ABAP attracts over 4,000 
visits each month from locations as 
far away as the Netherlands, Eng
land, Germany and Australia. 

Departments include Greyt Ques
tion, an area for posting medi
cal/training questions and Tick Web 
for tick di sease related questions and 
information. A lengthy and dynamic 
list of contributors from around the 
world provide ABAP with quality 
content. 

ABAP has been awarded "Top 
5% of the Web" by Point (Lycos), 
has placed twice in the top 25 of all 
eZines by I-Way Magazine, and is a 
CyberHound (Gale Research) All 
Star Fetch. 

Perhaps I'm partial, but ABAP is 
an excellent place to begin your jour
neys through cyberspace. Won't you 
visit when you get the chance? Point 
your web browser to: 
http://www.greyhound.net/abap 

Bruce Skinner lives in Carver, Mas
sachusetts and is Editor/Creator of A 
Breed Apart. Bruce lives with his 
wife Christina, greyhounds T and 
RC, and cats Binky and Squeaky. 

Site Hounds is copyright 1995-96 
Bruce Skinner 
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CG Welcomes 
New Regular 
Contributors 
Welcome to Bruce Skinner who 

starts his +:+*" - ._ • . w .. A~. column 
with this issue. We are looking for
ward to seeing what BlUce can sight 
from cyberspace. 

We are delighted to also wel
come Jack and Amy Corrigan of 
Pennsylvania who are allowing us to 
reprint their greyhound-theme crafts 
patterns . 

The Corrigans run Greyhound 
Manor Crafts, Inc.,a charitable ac
tivity involving making crafts then 
donating them to non-profit grey
hound groups for raffle pri zes and 
s ilent auction items. 

(Controlling Continued from page 8) 

many people mi stake it for a muzzle. 
The Haiti-lead is available in pet 

supply stores and catalogues. It re
tail s for about $14 (Canadian) and 
$12 U.S. 
The return to the safety collar 

Duffy occasionally wears the 
Haiti-lead but he more frequent ly 
wears a safety collar. I use the Halti
lead if someone else is going to walk 
him because it gives them much 
greater control over him. Duffy still 
wears the Haiti-lead if we are going 
to a place (pet food store, for in
stance) where it's possible we'll run 
into small animals. 

Duffy does not mind wearing the 
Haiti-lead at all; I believe he associ
ates it with hi s obedience class, 
which he dearly loved , or with going 
for a W-A-L-K, the highlight of his 
day . 
lody Frederick is CG regular con 
tributor from Canada. 
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CG Readers Speak Out 

I'm very interested in 
your magazine. Like 
many, I have fallen in love 
with Greys as a result of 
adopting one. 

I enjoy reading any 
material of the subject. I'm 
actually from Canada, and 
will later ask you to for
ward my subscription to 
another address, so I've 
enclosed $20 U.S . to com
pensate. 

If you know of any 
other greyt reads , please 
let me know, or maybe in
clude it as a column in 
your magazine. 

Enthusiastically yours, 
Duncan O'Quinn
Wetzel, Fort Kent, Me 

and Canada 
Ed: We shall! 

Wh at a greyt issue . 
Looking forward to a lot 
more. Good luck!! 

Renee Unwin 
Newington, CT 

You don't know how 
thrilled I was to receive 
the summer issue of Cele
brating Greyhounds. 
Wh at a gift! I've been 
waiting for something 
like thi s I I'm so happy 
you got my name from 
somewhere! 

The aoticles were infor
mative, enteltaining, and 
down to earth . 

I just received your 
magazine yesterday and 
have already been helped 
by the article "The Impor
tance of Being Alpha." We 
are the very proud parents 
of two greys along with 
two mini schnauzers, one 
being a very young, imma
ture female who wants to 

~1o~mer and Bcmie speaking out. Photo courtesy of Lauren Emery, N. YarmoUlh 

Especially touching to 
me was Patricia Gail 
Burnham's "When is it 
time to say Good-bye?" I 
know without a doubt this 
one was meant for me be
cause my wonderful grey 
"Clarke" a seven year old 
94 pound beautiful red 
fawn male, has been re
cently diagnosed with os
teosarcoma. My heart is 
breaking ... but I'm trying 
to keep him comfOltable 

be leader. 
I also fell into the trap of trying to 

be an understanding mom - my 
mistake! Luckily I reali zed our prob
lem and have been working on it and 
thi s article really puts things into 
perspective.Thanks a lot 

Becky McKenzie 
Orange, CA 

Please stay with your format of 
helpful information and pet-lover 
sharing, I am already motivated to 
help these dogs and I don't need or 
want any horror stories . Thanks for 

Celebrating Greyhoullds 

launching the magazine and the pro
ject! 

Kathy Jackson 
Kansas City, MO 

Ed: BecauseThe Greyhound Project 
is committed to educating adopters 
and owners, we believe it is our re
sponsibilty to raise awareness of po
lential problems from lime 10 lime. 

I liked your first issue so much I 
want my vet to recei ve the magazine, 
too. Keep up the good writing and 
interesting articles. 

Geneva Ford, GPA 
Louisville, KY 

II 

with palliative radiation, 
acupuncture, and homeopathic 
remedies (Also prayer!) 

I guess I'll know when it is time 
to say good-bye. Thank you Patricia 
Gail Burnham for such a thoughtful, 
sensible, and timely article. 

Thanks again for the magazine. 
You "Hit the Spot" with this one! 

Liz Gugliette 
Lunenburg, MA 
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MEDICAL 

The Heart of the Matter 

You don't need me to tell you that 
greyhounds have big hearts, emotion
all y speaking, of course. But did you 
know that, anatomically, their healts 
are also large relative to their body 
size? And that greyhounds, like other 
members of the canine species, may 
develop many types of heart di sorders 
that we humans experience? AND, 
that many of the medications used to 
treat heart disorders in greyhounds are 
identical to the ones prescribed for 
humans? 

In keeping with this issue's Affairs 
of Ihe Hearl motif, let's discuss our 
dog's most vital organ of all: the 
heart. After briefly reviewing how the 
greyhound's heart functions, we' ll 
talk about some of the commonly di
agnosed heart ailments, foc using on 
signs and sy mptoms, diag nosis, and 
treatment of canine heart disease. Per
haps the most important point you 
should take away from this art icle, 
however, is this: The veterinarian is 
Ihe person who should evaluale your 
greyhound's healh and delerllline if 
your dog shows evidence of hearl dis
ease. The information presented here 
is just that: "For Your Infiormation." 
You should immediately tell your vet 
about any changes in your grey
hound's condition that might repre
sent a heart disorder. 

Anatomy 
Your greyhound 's heart lies in the 

chest between and underneath the 
lungs. The average weight of the heart 
is I % of its total body weight. A 75-lb 
(40kg) greyhound's heart is approxi-

by Helane Graustark 

mately 40 grams . This relatively 
large heart derives partly from genet
ics and partly from the greyhound 's 
athletic training. 

The heart has four chambers: the 
upper chambers (LEFT/RIGHT 
ATRIA) and lower, or pumping 
chambers (LEFT/RIGHT VENTRI
CLES). Four valves co ntrol the 
blood flow through each chamber. 
First, the blood flows through the 
right side of the heart to the lungs . 
Here, the blood receives the oxygen 
that will flow to all of the cell s of the 
body. After leaving the lungs, blood 
goes into the left atrium. The blood 

Figure 1 shows the blood flowing throught 
the right side of the hear to the lungs. 

is then pumped through the MI
TRAL VALVE into the strongest 
muscle of the heart : the left ventri
cle. T his oxygen-enriched blood is 
then pumped into the aOlta, the main 
artery in your greyhound's circula-

12 

tory system. The aorta then dis
tributes the oxygenated blood 
throughout the body via the arterial 
system. 

One important point: properly 
functioning heart valves are "one
way streets;" blood shou ld flow in a 
forward direction only. Some di s
ease states ocellr when valves are 
unable to perform thi s fu nction 
properly , resulting in improper 
blood di stribution throu ghout the 
heart. 

Heart Rate and Blood Pres
sure 

Your greyhound 's heart rate de
pends on several variables, such as: 
age, weight, fitness level, stress 
level, and illness. The normal heart 
rate range for a physically fit canine 
is six ty to eighty beats per minute. 
Ideally , your dog' s heart rate and 
respiration will return to normal 
range within ten minutes after end
ing strenuous exercise. One way to 
obtain your greyhound's heart rate is 
by li stening to its heart with a stetho
scope . Another way is to fee l for the 
pulse on the inside hind-leg just be
low and behind the knee joint. 

While, under most circum
stances, you won't be checking your 
greyhound ' s blood pressure, normal 
values for a dog are 100-160 systolic 
(represents the pressure in the arter
ies as the heart is pumping), and 60-
100 diastolic (represents the pres
sure in the arteries when they are re
laxed). 

(Heart of Continued on page 13) 
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(Heart of Continued from page 12) 

HEART DISEASE AND 
DYSFUNCTION 

Congestive heart failure 
Congestive heart fa ilure (CHF) is 

the heart 's inability to pump enough 
blood (and thus oxygen) throughout 
the body. CHF may occur due to dys
function of the muscles or the valves 
of the heart , or from disturbances of 
the electrical conducti on system 
which acti vate the heart muscles to 
contract. 

Signs of CHF vary depending 
upon the severity of di sease . Earl y 
CHF may not give any clinical signs 
at all. As CHF progresses and the 
heart 's ability to pump effecti vely is 
dimini shed, the dog may manifest 
mild exercise intolerance, fati gue, or 
cough associated with exertion. Some 
signs which your vet may identify on 
phys ical exam include an enl arged 
heart (cardiomegaly) ; a heart murmur 
(a "whooshing" sound resulting from 
blood movement through a narrowed 
or incompetent valve); an extra 
"gall op" sound heard with the heart
beat ; or an abnormal heartbeat itself 
(arrhythmia) on electrocardiogram. 

Severe CHF may result in 
lethargy, marked exercise intolerance, 
and edema from an accumulation of 
fluid in the tissues . Cardi ac cachex ia 
(severe weight/musc le mass loss), 
rapid heart and respiratory rate, and 
fluid in the lungs (pulmonary edema) 
may also occur. A dog experiencing 
severe CHF may also have a blue or 
dusky tinge to its gums because of 
lack of oxygen going to the tissues. 

Diagnos is of CHF consists of a 
careful physical exa mination of the 
greyhound , with special attention paid 
to listening to heart and lung sounds. 
The veterinarian may perform a chest 
radi ograph and/or an electrocardio
gram. The vet may al so order blood
work or an echocardi ogram 
(ultrasound of the heart); the latter al
lows the vet to assess the movement 
of the heart muscles and valves, as 

Ce/ebrolil/g Grey/lOlllIds 

Figure 2 shows the oxygenated blood 
flowing through the right side to the cells 

well as to check for the presence of 
fluid or infl ammation in the space sur
rounding the heart. 

Treatment of CHF is multi fold: ( I) 
identi fy and correct, if possible, un
derlying causes of CHF; (2) modi fy 
exercise according to the dog' s toler
ance, (3) schedule regular follow-up 
examinations, bloodwork , and tests 
such as echocardi ography, chest ra
diographs and/or electrocardiograms, 
and (4) give medication. 

Medications Used To Treat CHF 
ACE (Angiotensin-Converting En

zyme) Inhibitors decrease constricti on 
of the arteri es throughout the body, 
thus reducing the workload of the 
heart. They decrease fluid retention as 
well as the amount of blood being re
turned to the heart for recirculati on. 
Examples are Enal april (Vasotec), 
Captopril (Capoten), and Li sinopril 
(Prinivil) 

Digitalis increases th e pumping 
strength of the heart muscle and pre
vents the heart from beating too 
rapidly, thus decreasing the workload 
of the heart. 

Diuretics decrease fluid retenti on 
caused by the ineffective pumping 
mechanism associated with CHF. They 
are usually used in combination with an 
ACE-inhibitor and/or digitalis. 

Beta Blockers decrease the heart 

I J 

rate, the pressure in the arteries and 
the amount of oxygen the heart 
needs perform its functions, allow
ing the heart to pump more effec
ti vely with redu ced workload. An 
example is Propranolol (Inderal). 

Calciu/Il Channel Blockers re
duce arterial constriction, thus less
ening the workload of the heart. Ex
amples are Diltiazem, Procm'dia. 

Myocarditis 
Myocarditis is an inflammation 

of heart muscle, sometimes accom
panied by necrosis (ti ssue death) or 
scar ti ssue formation. T he inflamma
tory changes that occur are usuall y 
most severe in the le ft ventricle of 
the heart - the major pumping 
chamber. 

Myocarditis may result from both 
infectious and noninfectious injuries 
to the heart. It is associated with 
viruses (Parvoviru s, herpesvirus, 
Distemper), bacteria, fungal infec
tion, spirochete in fes tati on (Lyme 
di sease), and Richettsia 
(Ehrlichios is, Rocky Mt. Spotted 
Fever, Bartonella), and even para
sitic infection (such as toxoplasmo
sis). Myocarditi s generally appears 
as a sudden onset of CHF or an ar
rhythmia, with a recent history of in
fection. Other poss ibilities are a re
sult of tox icity of a particular medi
cation or fro m direct trauma to the 
heart , such as blunt trauma to the 
chest. Dogs with these hi stories are 
particul arl y subject to arrhythmi as. 

When a greyhound initiall y 
shows symptoms of CHF, diagnostic 
tests will be performed, such as a 
physical examinati on, chest radi o
graph, echocardiogram, electrocar
diogram, and bloodwork . The blood
work will be of parti cul ar impor
tance in defi ning an in fec tious cause 

of myocarditis, such as ti ckborne 
disease. In cases that are resistant to 
treatment, a biopsy of the lining of 
the heart may be the onl y way of 

(Heart of Continued on page 14) 

Winter 1996 



(Heart of Continued from page 13) 

providing a definiti ve di agnosis; this 
procedure is, however, not done rou
tinely. 

Treatment of myocard itis con
sists of identifyi ng and treating the 
infectious cause, if any. CHF caused 
by the myocarditis must also be 
treated by medication to prevent 
dysfunction and arrhythmias. The 
outcome of dogs with myocarditis is 
variable. Steroids have not proven to 
be of any benefit, especially since in
fection is a common precursor to 
myocarditi s. 

Heart murmurs 
A heaJ1 murmur is an additional 

sound heard at some point in the cy
cle of the dog's normal heartbeat. 
Thi s sound may range from a soft, 
"whooshing" sound to a harsh, 
"machine-like" sound. A munnur 
represents abnormal flow of blood 
through one of the heart valves. This 
may be caused by narrowing of the 
valve (stenosis) or by incompetency 
- the inability of the valve to fu lly 
close and to prevent backward flow 
of blood into another chamber 
(regurgitation or insuffi ciency). One 
of the most common murmurs heard 
is a Mitral Regurgitation murmur. 

Most veterinarians will be able to 
diagnose a heart murmur by listen
ing to the greyhound's heart with a 
stethoscope. Dogs who present with 
concurrent symptoms of mild CHF 
may require additional diagnostic 
tests, such as a chest radiograph or 
echocardiogram, to diagnose the 
cause and severity of a murmur. 

The majority of murmurs require 
no treatment, unless the greyhound 
also shows signs of CHF or other 
heart dysfunction such as arrhyth
mias. Common treatments include a 
salt-restricted diet, ACE inhibitors, 
diuretics, and/or digitalis. 

Dilated Cardiomyopathy 
Di lated Cardiomyopathy (DCM) 

is an enlargement of the heart associ-

Cl'febmfillg Grey/wI/lids 

Dot, a si ngularly devoted greyhound. Photo courtesy of LOll and Maria Harrison. G lencoe, IL. 

ated with thickening and decreased 
contractility (pumping abi lity) of 
heart muscle. Many things cause 
DCM. The inability of the heart to 
contract effectively may eventually 
result in CHF and/or arrhythm ias 
such as atrial fibrillation , a rapid, 
disorganized type of contraction of 
the upper chambers of the heart. 
DCM is diagnosed by examination, 
chest radiographs and echocardiog
raphy. Treatment consists of control 
of arrhythmias and CHF. 

Heartworm 
No discussion of canine heart dis

ease is complete without mentioning 
heartworm. Dirofilaria immitis is 
transmitted by mosquitoes, and is al
most always preventable by use of 
heartworm prophyllaxis such as 
Heartguard, Filaribits, or Intercep
tor. 

Once an infected mosquito bites 
the dog, the roundworm larvae travel 
into the tissues. The larvae then ma
ture and enter the pulmonary arteries 
which bring blood from the heart to 
the lungs. Adult heartworms may 
reach a length of anywhere from four 
to twelve inches and begin produc
ing microfilarae eighty-five to one 
hundred twenty days after the time 
of the initial infection. 
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Clinical signs of heartworm m
festation may rese mble CHF: 
chronic cough, weakness, edema, 
and kidney or li ver failure. 

All dogs must be tested for the 
presence of microfilaria before being 
started on heartworm prophyllaxis. 
The most common test is an ELISA 
immunoassay blood sample. There 
is some debate as to whether your 
greyhound should remain on heart
worm prophyllaxis year-round. The 
frequency of ELISA testing for dogs 
kept on year-round treatment is also 
under debate. Discuss with your vet
erinarian the best protocol for your 
dog; this will vary depending upon 
your location, whether heal1worm is 
endemic to your region, as well as 
the most recent veterinary research. 

Treatment for heartworm con
sists of two medications. Sodium 
Thiacetarsamide (Caparsolate) is ad
ministered intravenously over two 
days and requires hospitalization. 
Thi s drug has the potential side ef
fect of liver damage. The newer, 
more effective medication is Melar
somine Hydrochloride (Immiticide), 
which is more easily administered 
by intra-muscu lar injection. This can 
be administered in stages in order to 
lessen the risk of worm emboli 

(Heart of Continued on page 15) 
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(fragments of killed worms which 
may be shed after treatment). Ad
ministration of Immiticide consists 
of two injections twenty-four hours 
apart, then repeated in four months. 
There is no liver toxicity associated 
with this medication. 

After treatment, the dog must be 
observed for signs of worm emboli, 
which include fever, cough and 
blood in the sputum. The greyhound 
must also have its exercise restricted 
for a period of four weeks to reduce 
the risk of worm emboli. ELISA 
testing should also be performed ap
proximately twelve weeks after 
treatment to confirm its efficacy. 

All-in-all, it is much to your 
dog's benefit to prevent heattworm 
infestation. Be sure to check with 
your veterinarian to determine the 
proper medication and testing regi
men for your greyhound. 

Sources: 

Kirk's Current Veterinary Therapy 
XI!, edited by John D. Bonagura, 
DVM, WB Saunders Company, © 
1995 

Linda L. Blythe, DVM, PhD, James 
R. Gannon,BVSc, FACVSc, and A. 
Morrie Craig, Ph D, Care of the Rac
ing Greyhound (Portland, Oregon, 
Graphic Arts Center and the Ameri
can Greyhound Council, Inc., 1994) 

Helane Graustark is a CG regular 
contribu.tor. 
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CANINE CPR 
FIRST AID 

by Lori Mohr 

CPR (cardiopulmonary resuscita
tion), the process of breathing life 
back into an unconscious being, can 
indeed work on animals. The tech
nique is quite similar to the one used 
on humans. 

Signs that indicate the need for 
CPR include unconsciousness, 
unarousability and lack of physical 
movement or eye blinking. This can 
occur from drowning, choking, elec
trical shock or a number of other sit
uations. 

First, lay the animal on a flat sur

mal's elbow touches the middle of 
the chest is where you'll fee l the 
heartbeat. 

If you still don't find a pulse, have 
one person continue breathing into 
the nostril s (mouth to snout) while 
another gives cardiac massage. Do 
thi s by placing both hands , palms 
down, on top of each other directly 
on the chest cavity for large dogs, 
just one hand or thumb for small 
dogs or puppies. The proper posi
tioning of your hands is between the 
third and sixth rib. 

face on its right side. ,--- -------------, Using the 
Extend the head back heel of your 
to create an airway hand(s), push 
and open the jaws to down for ten 
check for obstruc- "The spot where the quick compres-

tions. If any exist and animal's elbow sions and then 
they are not easily re- check to see if 
moved, do one of two touches the middle of consciousness 

things: for a small the chest is where has been re-
dog, hold it upside h stored. If not, 
down by the back end you'll feel the eart- continue in cy-

and shake vigorously; beat." cles of about ten 
or for a large dog, lay compresslOns 
it on the side and, if every six sec-
necessary, use long- onds for ten cy-
nosed pliers to re- cles a minute . 
move obstmction. Following each cycle of compres-

Then cup your hands around the sian, the second person is to give 
muzzle of the mouth so that only the two breaths of air. If only one person 
nostrils are clear. Blow air into the is present, this procedure can still be 
nostrils with fi ve or six quick done successfully. 
breaths. Puppies require short and 
shallow breaths, while larger dogs 
need longer and deeper ones. Con
tinue thi s at the rate of one breath 
every three seconds or twenty 
breaths per minute. 

With your finger, check for a 
pulse on the inside of the thigh just 
above the knee. If you don't find a 
pulse there, put your hand over the 
chest cavity. The spot where the ani-
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The key is remembering your 
ABC's: Airway, Breathing and 
Cardiac Compression, Once the 
animal has come around, immedi
ate veterinary care is necessary. 

Lori Mohr is a freelance writer from 
Sedona, Arizona 
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A VERY SPECIAL GREYHOUND 

Love Conquers 
by Laurel E. Drew 

What is the greatest reward that 
you can receive as a breeder of pure
bred dogs? Titles? Championships? 
Best In Shows? Stud fees? National 
recognition? All of the above? Any 
of them? 

Whil e all of those are exciting, 
there is something far more impor
tant. It is the knowledge that we have 
prov ided a person or a famil y with 
an integral link - furry soul that is 
devoted to them and will repay their 
love in unexpected and wonderful 
ways . 

Love (Ch. EI-Aur 
Lovely Adventure F.Ch.) 
was bred as a ll AKC show 
dog and cou rs ing dog. I 
so ld her as a pup but she 
returned soon after. She re
mained in my kennel for 
some time, and I fini shed 
her Championship and be
gan to train her for lure 
coursin g. She was sort of 
an extra in the kennel, and 
I just wi shed I could find 
her a good home. 

One Fourth of Jul y, a Sounds like a lot of romanti c 
malarkey, doesn't it - Lassie, Rin
Tin-Tin , and shades of Lad of Sun
nybrook. Before you say, "What a 
bunch of bull" and turn the page, let 
me guarantee you that it does hap
pen. Perhaps thi s happens not with 
the dash of a movie hero or in a man
ner that gains great publi city, but 
rather in ways that are worthwhile 
and heart-filling for all concerned. 
The way simply may be ac tions that 
all ow a human to live a reasonably 
normal life despite physical disabili 
ties. The way may be a matter of the 
dog giving the human an incentive to 
keep on trying. 

group of us was in the pro
Love, with a face as appealing as her name. Photo courtesy or 

cess of forming a new Laurel Drew. Albuquerque. NM. 

Greyhounds are becoming 
know n as good therapy visiting 
dogs, but few have been trained and 
used as "handidogs ." They are not 
noted fo r total devotion and train
ability as are many of the breeds 
used for such purposes. However, in 
every breed there is the dog that ex
ceeds its limits and purposes. 

coursing club and met fo r a 
pi cnic and coursing practice. I took 
several of my greyhounds, including 
Love. While at the prac tice, a couple 
of folks - ranchers - were looking 
over m" dogs with the idea of per
haps buying one. For some reason, I 
wasn't eager to sell to them. I still 
don't quite know why, but I turned to 
ano th er friend . I commented, "As 
much as they mi ght offe r, I'd hon
estly rather give one of these hounds 
to you and Bob* where I'd be posi
ti ve of it having a good home." An 
odd ex pression crossed Mary's* face 
and she said , "You know, werve been 
talking about getting a greyhound." 
I stared for a minute, ancl then said , 
"Look, don't get the idea I'm trying 
to foist a dog off on you but I mean 
that. I f you want one of these, just 
choose ." They took Love, a pretty 
red and white bitch who wore a heart 
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shape on her left flank . 
Oh, they loved her enough, and 

she became quite thoroughly 
spoiled , moving into the house and 
sleeping at the foot of their bed, but 
that was just the beginnin g. They 
took Love to lure courses where she 
earned her Field Championship and 
was quite success ful. What I haven't 
said is that they both have multiple 
scl eros is, a debilitating and painful 
disease that becomes progressively 
worse. 

In September th at year, Mary 
went to the hospital becau se of a 
very bad time with her back. Love 
was mi serable and would hardly eat. 
When Mary finall y came home, 
Love was there to greet her, over
joyed, but never once jumped on her, 
and beli eve !"ne, from that overzeal-

(Love Continued on page 17) 
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(Love Continued from page 16) 

OliS greeter, thi s was amazing. Mary 
did not have to order her off or make 
her sit or give any command. Love 
leapt in the air and frolicked about, 
but never once came too close to 
Mary. 

A few days later, Mary decided to 
wash her hair whi le in the bathtub and 
slid down to do so. Love was there 
watching. Mary told me later, "I had 
my eyes closed and was soaping away 
when my arm was gently but firmly 
grasped, and I felt myself being 
pulled up. Love had decided that I 
wasn't to be allowed to drown and 
was doing her best to save me." 

During the same period , Love also 
became Mary's guardian for sessions 
in the hot tub. If Mary got too far from 
the side of the tub which Love cou ld 
reach, Love wou ld promptly go and 
get Bob to rescue her. She would not 
settle down until she had determined 
that Mary was sa fe again. As Mary 
became stronger, Love relaxed her 
vigi lance a little, but she was always 
at hand. It was only a matter of time 
until her services would be required 
again. 

To show you a bit of the other side 
of this loving hound's personality, let 
me tell you that she cou ld be mis
chievous and sneaky and charming. 
She played games with Bob, racing 
him for the bed at night with the click 
of the light sw itch being the stal1er's 

bell. Love always won, but after a 
few rounds (it was never just one 
race), she would fl op on her bed and 
grin a goodnight to both of her peo
ple. She would also jump up on the 
kitchen or dining room counter to 
oversee the dinner preparation and 
clean up whenever she got the 
chance. Despite the assortment of 
knick knacks and kitchenware, her 
counter ramblings never caused any 
breakage. 

A few months later, back and leg 
problems confi ned Mary to her 
house. Mary was able to move about 
the house only with great difficulty. 
Because the wheelchair that had 
been ordered had not arr i ved, she 
had to use a cane and a wall or the 
backs of furniture to move around. 
Mary could not possibly go outside 
wi thout assistance, so she did not. 

Frustrated and di scouraged at be
ing kept from going out on a glori
ous day, and almost hjndered by her 
Greyhound who continua lly stayed 
at her side almost constantly touch
ing, Mary slipped a collar on Love 
and leaned on her like a second cane. 
She took Mary outside for the first 
time in weeks when Bob was not 
there to assist. Love took tiny, slow 
steps and provided all the support 
Mary needed. 

This soon became a ritual. Love 
con tinued taking Mary for slow 
walks on their property, but she 

Love taking a well -deserved title. Photo by Joe Rinchan Pholography. 
Sierra Vi sta. AZ. 

Cl'lebmling GreyhOltnds 17 

wou ld not allow her beyond the 
driveway of their country home. At 
the end of the driveway, she nudged 
Mary around unti I they were headed 
back to the house, refusing to go fur
ther. Mary was now able to go out
side, and Love never once stirred 
from her side. Ju st think; thi s is a 
running dog which only a short time 
before had fini shed her Field Cham
pionship at lure coursing and adores 
chasing jackrabbits. I am fi rmly con
vinced that if Love were with Mary , 
she would ignore the biggest 
jackrabbit in the world as long as 
Mary needed her. 

Love never rescued ten kids from 
a fire or saved a sailor from a si nking 
ship or did any of the great and 
heroic actions that we read about. 
Yet, wi thout any training, with only 
her instincts and love to guide her, 
thi s greyhound turned her life into 
one of service to the people she truly 
loved. Love had found her niche, 
providing a marvelous sense of ful 
fillment and happiness in two sepa
rate homes. 1 think that must be the 
greatest reward for a breeder; I know 
it is for me. 

'Names changed to protect privacy 
of the persons involved. 

Author's note: I still cannot explain 
how or why Love did these things. 
It 's enough that she did. She died in 
a tragic accident while lure coursing 
a couple of years after this. I don't 
think that my friend s have ever to
tally recovered from that. They 
never replaced her, and their health 
has deteriorated a great deal.To her 
end, Love did conquer - all of us. 

Laurel Drew is a CG regular COl/

tributor. 
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SAFETY 

Avoiding Tragedy-

How Safe Is An Off-Lead 

Sugar escaped! Not hing is as tCITifying as losing contro l of a greyhound 's leash. Sugar is owned by 
10 Robyn and Michael Gould , Cheshire. CT. 

Three years ago a young couple 
had come up to me at a dog show to 
ask about greyhounds. They wanted 
to know what greyhounds were like 
and where they could obtain a puppy. 
Six months later they introduced me 
to their six month old puppy, a pretty 
fawn and white partie alar bitch with 
intelligent eyes . They lived in a 
nearby college town, and several 
years later I ran into them and Chloe 
on the street there. She had grown into 
a friendly and attractive adult. 

Then, this spring I was raising my 
first litter of puppies in eight years, 
and the couple phoned to ask if they 
could come to see the puppies. They 
visited several times and when I asked 
how Chloe was, they said that she had 
been killed by a car two weeks earlier. 
There was a park near her house 
where they had taken her all her life to 
run with the neighborhood dogs. But 
there was a street on one side of it, and 
an open field on the far side of the 
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street. And one night there was a jack 
rabbit in that open field. Chloe saw it, 
chased it and ran directly into the path 
of a car. She was killed instantly. 
What the couple was doing in visiting 
was getting a puppy fix to counteract 
their grief. 

After a few visits they asked me 
how much training a greyhound 
would need in order for it to come 
back to the owner when called, even 
if it was chasing game. The answer 
was simple. There is no amount of 
training that will enable an owner to 
call back a greyhound when it is pur
suing game. The closest I ever came 
to having that kind of control was 
with the original Sunny and Tiger. 
They started their obedience training 
when they were three months old and 
were trained daily for two years. They 
completed their Companion Dog titles 
at seven months of age and their Util
ity Dog Titles before they were two 
years old. When they were puppies I 
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had adopted a cat, which they had 
grown up with and which made them 
less sensitive to the lure of stray cats 
in the street. I lived on a small lot and 
would daily jog with them on leash, 
and would also let them chase each 
other in fairly protected parks. I have 
not had this kind of voice control over 
any of my later generations of dogs. 

You have to expect that a grey
hound that sees cats, squirrel s, ground 
squirrels, rabbits or jack rabbits (and 
sometimes loose dogs as well) will 
chase those animals. And will chase 
them without paying any attention to 
cars, barbed wire fences, and other 
hazards. You can teach a greyhound 
how to cross barbed wire fences with
out getting hurt. But you cannot teach 
a greyhound how to cross streets at a 
full run without getting killed. 

The only way to keep them safe is 
to keep them on leash, to only let 
them run off leash in areas that are 
totally fenced, or are so far from the 
nearest road that the dog cannot reach 
it. Some beach areas are this isolated. 
And there is a meadow in the Sierra 
Mountains that we like to stop at on 
the way to the Reno shows. 

Even your front yard can be a risky 
place. A local obedience judge had 
two of her obedience trained Whip
pets killed in front of her house when 
she let them out of her car off lead so 
that they could go into her house. All 
they had to do was cross the porch . 
There was a cat hidden near the porch 
and the dogs chased it into the street. 

With that lesson in mind I regu
(Avoiding Tragedy Continued on page 19) 
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larl y put nine year old Sheena on 
leash to cross my yard from the car 
to the front door. She wasn't exactl y 
an obedience natural, taking three 
years to earn her Companion Dog ti 
tl e, and I trai ned her for a couple of 
years at the open level before decid
ing she was getting too old to do the 
jumps required by that class. 

She had been through a lot of 
training, butthat didn't help las t Sun
day night when I was walking her 
from the car to the front door with 
her leash in one hand, and a bag of 
groceries in the other. There was a 
cat si tti ng near our porch and she 
went for it , snatching the leash out of 
my hand and totally ignoring my 
call s to "Come." As she and the cat 
vani shed into the dark they were 
heading for Madison Avenue, a very 
busy fo ur lane express way, five 
houses away . And while I was chas
ing her, several cars passed on my 
own street. It was a moment of abso
lute pani c. She is my favorite dog 
and we have been through a lot to
gether. She has slept curled up 
against my chest for her entire life. I 
didn't want her to end her life lying 

" ... they asked me how 
much training a grey
hound would need in 
order for it to come 
back to the owner 

when called, even if it 
was chasing game. 

The answer was sim-
ple. There is no 

amount of training that 
will enable an owner to 
call back a greyhound 

when it is pursuing 
game." 
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When greyhounds arc conccllIraling on running, nothing else mailers. Sadie, Jack and Baby chasing 
a lure. Photo courtesy of Li z Oberholtzer, Coquillam, British Columbia, Canada. 

dead on Madison Avenue. But then 
my neighbor called out that she was 
behind me. 

Having lost the cat, she was re
sponding to my calls and came up to 
me. She had dead weeds caught on 
her face between her eyes and her 
nose. And her pads were torn from 
the asphalt. She was very pleased 
with herself. The leash was still at
tached. I wilted with relief and took 
her home. Sometimes we get lucky. 

I have had greyhounds for 
twenty-five years and have never 
had a dog killed by a car. Partially 
that is due to my not trusting them 
off leash for a moment. What I do 
trust is that they will chase any cat, 
squirrel, rabbit, or dog that they see. 
So their running is limited to lure 
courses, and my fenced yard. When 
I lived on too small a lot for them to 
run, I used to walk them to the mid
dle of a nearby golf course after dark 
and run them in the center of a fair
way, releasing one or two at a time 
and keeping the others with me. The 
released dogs would run circles until 
they were tired and would then come 
in to be traded for a new pair. At 
night the area was squirrel and rabbit 
free and cats were infrequent. So 
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were cars. Slick did retri eve an irate 
Muscovy duck from a nearby pond 
once but that was the only game we 
encountered. 

The stories of first time grey
hound owners who trusted them off 
leash, only to have them killed by 
cars, are tragically frequent. The first 
law of greyhound care is that a grey
hound in pursuit of prey will not 
obey your call to return to you. 
There has to be a better way to com
municate this to new greyhound 
owners than to have them suffer the 
pain of having their first dog killed. 
One of the joys of owning a grey
hound is to watch them nm but one 
of challenges of owning them is to 
find ways for them to run safely. 

(One aid is a heavy duty re
tractable leash. If your dog store 
does n't carry them in the heaviest 
size for over sixty six pound dogs. 
The same item is sold at horse sup
ply stores where they call it a re
tractable lunge line .) 

Patricia Gail Burnham is a CG 
regular contributor. 

.:. 
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HOUND HUMOR 

Greyhound HEART. .. 
by Lori Lazetera 

Greyhounds show a consistently 
higher heart-to-body ratio than most 
breeds of dog. This is a geneti c fact. 
The heart of a greyhound is so much 
more, though. 

The greyhound heart has a sense 
of humor. Thi s fact can be illustrated 
by a chance encounter. Tauri and 1 
went to a local pet feed store. These 
stores are really great because your 
pet is a ll owed to come in and shop 
with you. We got out of the car and 
wal ked into the sto re. Tauri was 
walking sedately by my side, and 
then hi s hack les went up. Hi s tail 
wagged slowly, coming to stri ct at
tention, hi s ears, alert and erect. The 
leash fe lt like a taut telegraph line, 
straight to me. With my field of vi
sion blocked by the store counters, J 
was dragged to the front of the store. 
There, in the center, were li fe-s ized 
dog statues. The one which seemed 
to have gotten hi s attention was a 
huge rottweiler. At this point, 1 am 
laughing inside. Tauri , stalking the 
statue, slowly approaches it. When 
he is fi nally nose to nose with it, he 
does a play bow and barks . The 
"other" dog does not respond. Tauri 
sniffs it all over, and then, with a 
look of sheer puzzlement, he looks 
up at me. J started laughing out loud 
and Tauri , totall y embarrassed, gave 
me a look that said , " I bl ew it." 
"Yup, kid you did," I said . Tauri un
derstood that I was laughing with 
him and not at him. 

The grey hound heart can still 
hear the call of the wild. J attended a 
greyhound reu nion recentl y. At this 
event, adopters and their g reyhounds 
get together to schmooze, share sto
ries, buy greyhound stuff, compete 
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in fun classes, and, in general , have 
a blast. During a break in the event, 
the emcee, just for fun , started to 
howl in to the mi crophone. Thi s 
caused a lot of greyhound ears to 
prick up with in terest. Many muz
zles tilted in the air and almost si
multaneously, there was a collective 
sound of AAAAARRRRRHHHH
HOOOOO" It quickly drowned out 
the emcee's howl. When it was fin
ished, there was much clapping and 
laughing. S mall human and hound 
roos can take place daily in your 
home. Ju st lift your chin and start to 
how l. Your hound will definitely 
join in. A good roo-a-day helps keep 
the fam il y pack in order. 

The greyhound heart shows fear. 
If you have ever brought your dog to 
the vel's office and placed him on the 
examination table, the entire table 
will start to vibrate. Your dog's back 
will hunch up ; the vet will think he 
is hav ing a seizure. Tell your veteri
nari an to guess again . Watch your 
dog's feet. They are bending down
wards, nail s attempting to grip the 
shiny metal table surface. Of course, 
the dog cannot get a good grip, 
hence he and the table look like a 
spin cycle of a was hin g machine. 
Best Bet?? Have the vet treat your 
hound on the fl oor. Put him on the 
table only to weigh him. 

The greyhound heart also shows 
courage. It's your first agility class 
with your dog. Agility is a sport for 
dogs of all ages and also their own
ers. The dogs negoti ate a series of 
obstacles , slich as catwalks, A
frames, jumps, and seesaws. Thi s 
builds con fid ence in your dog and 
al so yourself. You can compete in 
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Tauri is rcady to share an opin ion or IWO. Photo 
cou nesy of Lo ri Lazelera, Danbury. CT. 

matches and trial s. So, there you are 
with your dog . The obstacle to be 
learned thi s evening is the tunnel. 
Encourage your hound to go through 
it. "No way ," he says . "1 ain't going 
in there." With much encouragement 
from you, your dog finall y goes 
through. He comes out the other end 
with a big greyhound grin and a 
wagging tail. You reward him with a 
treat and plenty of petting. He is 
showing true courage a nd confi
dence in you. He knows you will 
never ask him to anything that wi ll 
put him in harm's way. Eventuall y, 
the greyhound goes through the tun
nel and a series of jumps so quickl y, 
the trainer shouts out to you, "You 
have to slow him down ." What? 
Slow down a greyhound ? 

A greyhound heart is also love. It 
is the first time your dog comes to 
you, places hi s head on your knee, 
leans into you, moans softly , looks at 
you and wags hi s tail gently. 
Healt??? It is all right here; as big as 
it canbe! !! 
Lori Laze/era is a CG regular COl/-

tributer. .:. 
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TRAINING 

Obedience Training For 
Retired Racing Greyhounds 

Most retired racing greyhounds 
enjoy obedience training. Shy grey
hounds can become self-confident; 
over-acti ve ones can learn self
contro l. Most owners will enjoy the 
obedience training too, especially if 
they get started with a copy of the 
book, Play/railling Your Dog by 
Particia Gail Burnham. This play 
method of training seems to work 
well for sighthounds and makes obe
dience fun. 

Informal Obedience Training 
I have five greyhounds with obe

dience titles and am currently work
ing on numbers six, seven and eight. 
We have used many of the methods 
in this book with success . Our dail y 
sessions are brief, usually no more 
than ten minutes per dog. Training 
includes lots of encouragement, pos
itive corrections, and a variety of 
playgames that build up to formal 
obedience exercises. I use food treats 
or toys, depending on the dog's pref
erence, as extra motivators or re
wards . I stay away fro m negati ve 
corrections and use lots of praise. All 
my dogs love to work for prai se. 

Ms. Burnham's book not only 
gives clear step-by-step in structions 
for each of the AKC obedience exer
cises, but also explai ns several 
games to play with your greyhound . 
Even if fo rmal obed ience is not 
something that interests you, this 
book wi II teach you to effecti vel y 
communicate wi th your dog. 

If you are tempted to try obedi
ence with your g reyhound, find an 
instructor who is familiar with train
ing sighthounds. I have two dober
mans with Utility Degrees in obedi
ence. My experience has been that 
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by Katherine Crawford 

you cannot 
train a grey
hound like a 
lab, doberman 
or retri ever in 
the conven
tional manner 
of coll ar
jerking and 
negati ve rein- ' 
forcemenl. 
R eme mb er 
that there is no 
one right way 
to train in obe-
dience. Use 
what works ......... :.;;::.;..;J'J' 
best with your Kate Crawford with Kate and Beau on the day both greyhounds earned their 

CD's at the A KC Obedience Trial s in St. Petersburg, Florida. Kate regularl y puts 
dog. obedience titl es on retired racing greyhoulld s. Photo courtesy of Katherine 

Crawford, Tallahassee, FL. 

Formal 
Obedience Training 

To compete in A KC obedience 
trials and earn titles for your grey
hound, call the American Kennel 
Club at 9 19-233-9767 and request an 
J. L. P. (Indefinite Listing Privilege) 
applicati on. T hen call the AKC at 
2 12-696-8200 and request a list of 
obedience show superintendent's ad
dresses and a copy of the obedience 
regul ations. By completing the J.L.P. 
application you will receive an J.L.P. 
number fo r your dog which allows 
you to compete in AKC obedience 
tri als, tracking tests and lure cours
ing events. Write to the show super
intendent in your area and request to 
be put on the mai li ng list. You will 
receive announcements (premium 
li sts) of upcoming trials and entry 
forms . Your local obedience club 
will also have information on trial s. 
Read your copy of the obedience 
regulations closely. Thi s will tell 
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you exactl y what is expected of you, 
your dog, the judge, and how your 
score is determined . 

The first level of obedience is the 
Nov ice Class. After "qualifying" 
with a score of 170 or above at three 
different trails in the Novice Class, 
your dog will receive a Companion 
Dog degree, or C.D. These initials 
become part of your dog's registered 
nam e, such as KL's Happy Beau 
Beau C.D. The next level is the Open 
Class . After qualifying again three 
times, your dog receives it's Com
panion Dog Excellent degree, or 
C.D.X. The third level is Utility 
Class where a qua li fying dog re
ceives it's Uti lity degree, or U.D. 
Each class has different exercises 
increas ing in difficulty, but g rey
hounds have successfully earned all 
of these titles. Your dog could, too. 
Two other advanced degrees to work 

(Obedience Continued on page 25) 
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BEHAVIOR 

Martha Norwalk Speaks 

About Greyhounds 
By Ann E. Kenny 

Sometimes they have us conv inced otherwise, but greyholl nds reall y are dogs. Savannah plnys wi th a 
Golden Retriever. Photo courtesy of Judy Koehler. Vcro Beach. FL. 

MaJ1ha Norwalk, a noted animal 
behaviorist, recently addressed a 
gathering of GPA greyhound owners 
in Renton, Washington. My hu s
band, Norm Smith, and I were fortu
nate enough to be in vited by the 
GPA folks to attend and I would like 
to share my notes on Martha's talk . 
Martha can be heard every Sunday 
morning on KOMO am 1000 from 
10-12 in the Seattle area. 

Two of the most important topics 
Martha covered were health and 
diet, and understanding that grey
hounds are dogs . 

On bald thighs 
Martha noted that many of the 

dogs at the event had bald thi ghs. 
Bald thighs are often an indication 
that the dog ' s thyroid gland isn ' t 
functioning properly. She also stated 
that in her experience, many unde
sirable behav iors have been linked to 
low thyroid production. A low thy
roid dog may be fearful or shy, have 
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excessive separation anxiety, cl aus
trophobi a, and may be subject to 
sudden ex plos ive aggression. She 
reco mmended that dogs with hair 
loss and any of the above behavior 
problems have their thyroid func
ti on tested using the "Michi gan State 
Thyroid Panel". This panel is appar
ently one of the most comprehensive 
available. She stated that if the dog's 
behavior is a result of low thyroid, 
the owner should see a signi fic ant 
improvement in its behavior within 
42-72 hours. She also noted that a 
dog's thyro id function is sometimes 
adversely affected by its spaying or 
neutering operation . So if th e dog 
develops any of the above symptoms 
several months after you get it , you 
should keep the thyroid in mind as a 
possible source of the problem. 

On Diet 
Diet is also a key factor in a dog's 

well -being. S he personall y recom
mends Nature ' s Recipe products for 
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dogs . She also recommends a sched
ule of rotat ing foods every three 
months to avoid the development of 
food allergies. Nature's Recipe has 
several formul as which can be ro
tated. Common ingredients in foo ds 
whi ch dogs can be allerg ic to are: 
wheat, corn , and soy. She strongly 
recommend s against any foo ds 
whi ch contain beef o r beef by
prod ucts, incl udi ng raw hide bones 
and cow hooves. She has found that 
beef tends to make dogs more ag
gressive; cow hooves can spl inter. If 
your dog has food allerg ies and you 
want to feed him bi scuits, she rec
ommends th at you buy the hypo
all ergenic biscui ts made by Big 
Paws Dog Biscuits in Duvall , Wash
ington (1 -800-29 1-6380). Precise 
brand dog food also makes a hypo
allergenic dog food whi ch appar
entl y is showing good results. 

On the dreaded greyhound 
gas! 

To control gas, she recommends giv
ing the dog a natural enzyme product 
ca lled Miss ing Link , avail able in 
most pet stores. It is also avail able 
by calling 1-800-774-7387. [Note: 
We' ve been using M iss ing Link 
with our dogs for about seven 
months and we would recommend 
it.] 

On the importance of re
membering that greyhounds 

are dogs! 
They are genetically coded pack 

animals ! When dealing wi th grey
hounds, love is not enough! People 
(About Greyhounds Continued on page 23) 
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(About Greyhounds Continued from page 

who adopt greyhounds tend to feel 
so sorry for the dog that they don' t 
provide it with any leadership and 
this can lead to behavior trouble 
down the road. Martha was very 
clear that the new greyhound owner 
must be a benevolent dictator and 
provide the dog wi th a secure and 
predictable environment. She urged 
the attendees to remember that at the 
track these dog's lives are strict ly 
regimented. Too much freedom and 
love once they get in their new home 
can confuse and frighten them. 

On crate training 
She strongly recommends crate 
training the dog. Basically, for the 
first few weeks the dog should be in 
its crate most of the time. The dog 
needs to ea1l1 its way out of the crate. 
Why is this important? For one 
thing, using the crate establishes 
your clout. The dog learns to respect 
you and will look to you for all the 
good things that happen in its life. A 
dog which is given too much free
dom and not enough discipline will 
soon begin to exhibit undesirable be
havior. It will exhibit dominance or 
alpha behavior or it may become 
fearfu l or clingy. Crate training is the 
fastest way to stabi li ze the dog. 

On the importance of routine 
for a new dog 

As soon as you bring the dog home, 
stmt crate training him immediately. 
The dog must be in the crate any 
time it is not under your direct super
vision. Always use a happy voice 
when putting the dog into its "home" 
or "bed". Make them feel like they 
really should be happy to be in there. 
Teach the dog to be quiet while it is 
in its house. No noise. If the dog is 
whining, bang on the top of the crate 
and say "Be quiet", in a low, firm 
(growly) voice. Once the dog is 
quiet, say "Good quiet!", in a light 
and happy tone of voice. See what 
happens. If the whining continues, 
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give the dog two or three more cor
rections. If this doesn ' t work, kick 
the door of the crate, and use your 
lowest most guttural voice. Don't be 
angry. If this doesn't work try 
putting a towel or blanket over the 
crate. After the dog has been quiet 
for a while, you can bring the dog 
out into the house for five minutes at 
a time. Work up to thirty minutes. 
Remember, he needs to earn the 
right to be out of the crate. Most of 
all, don't feel bad about putting your 
dog in the crate, it's the best thing 
you can do for him at this stage. It 
takes time for them to adjust to their 
new situation . Proper crate training 

"People who adopt 
greyhounds tend to 
feel so sorry for the 
dog that they don't 

provide it any leader
ship and this can lead 

to behavior trouble 
down the road. The 

new greyhound owner 
must be a benevolent 
dictator and provide 

the dog with a secure 
and predictable envi

ronment." 

will prevent behavior problems and 
separation anxiety down the road! 
When a dog is experiencing separa
tion anxiety, Martha looks at where 
the dog is crated (is it in the living 
room where the dog can be a part of 
what is going on with the family or 
is it stuck away in a laundry room?), 
and whether the dog has been prop
erly crate trained. Did you teach the 
dog what it needs to know? 
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On behavior that 
goes "down hill" 

Martha said that this was because 
the dog realizes that he' s on thin ice 
at first, but as he becomes more 
comfortable "Hitler" or "Cleopatra" 
syndromes will develop. The real 
dog wi ll come out of hiding and un
less you are providing firm guid
ance, the situation could get out of 
control. So what do you do? Start 
crate training immediately, it' s 
never too late! 

On keeping positive mental 
images when dealing with be

havior problems 
Martha believes that dogs and 

greyhounds in particular are gifted 
with telepathic communication 
skills. If you are leaving for the day 
don ' t say, "Don't chew the couch!", 
but picture the dog calmly and hap
pily resting on the couch. Tell the 
dog where you are going and when 
you' ll be home. Picture it in your 
mind. And then tell the dog that he'll 
be fine. Picture it! Finally, if your 
dog is still having problems, even af
ter crate training and positive mental 
imaging, take a look at your own 
emotions and those of your family. 
Are you stressed, angry with your 
spouse or kids? The dog wi ll pick up 
on negative emotions and you need 
to be aware of how those emotions 
impact him. 

Do you want to know more? 
Mmtha has canine behavior tapes (3 
112 hours) available for $26.00. Call 
(206) 827-) 928 and leave your name 
and address and your credit card 
number alid expiration date. She is 
also available for private consulta
tions at the same phone number. 
Since Martha's talk, both my hus
band and I have listened to her tapes 
and found them very helpful and we 
now recommend them to new and 
old greyhound owners alike. 
Ann Kenny is a CG regular colllrib-
utor .'. .. 
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CARE AND FEEDING 

GET WELL SOON! 
Using diet to help convalescing dogs have a speedy recovery. 

Anyone who has been in dogs for 
long enough knows that the night
mare of injury and illness in our ca
nine compani ons is a sobering real
ity. Puppies get s tepped on, small 
breeds fall off groomi ng tables and 
romping dogs run into trees. Some
times dogs get hit by cars and suffer 
multipl e fractures. Other times, an 
argument between dogs results in 
lacerations and deep bruises. 

Critical-care medicine and 
surgery has saved many dogs that 
might otherwise di e from shock and 
hemorrhage. Then comes the conva
lescent period, when nutrition can 
impact a dog's recovery. Let's con
sider the fo llowi ng example. 

Brutus, a four year old male 
Doberman Pinscher, slipped his col
lar, bolted onto a hi ghway and was 
hit by a car. He was rushed to an 
emergency veterinary clinic where 
he was treated for several fractures 
and head injuries . Hi s prognosis was 
good, but convalescence would take 
months. After six days, Brutus went 
home, with a list of instructions for 

by Susan Donoghue, VMD 

hi s owner as long as the bill. 
Brutus was kept on foam pads, 

pro pped up with pillows and given 
close attention and quiet companion
ship. Just the ticket for aiding recov
ery. He was fed his usual diet of dry 
and canned dog food. But after a few 
days at home, despite a good appetite, 
Brutus was noticeably losing weight. 
His ribs grew visible, muscles melted 
away from his shoulders and loi n, and 
boney ridges on hi s skull became 
prominent. When consulted about the 
dog's condition , I explai ned to the 
owners that Brutus was exhib iting ex
ternal signs of the internal 
metabolism changes that were occur
ring as a result of hi s accident. 

The Metabolism Of Trauma 
When trauma or certain illnesses 

occur, two major changes affect the 
body's metaboli sm. first, the 
metaboli sm rate increases above nor
mal like an eng ine revving faster and 
needing more fuel. Second , the type 
o f fu el used by the body changes; less 
carbohydrates and more protein and 

Veterinary surgeries li ke thi s one at the National Greyhound Adoption Program adoption kCI111 ci in 
Phil 'Ldclph ia. PA. can save lives. Photo courtesy of David Wolr. Philadelphia. P,\. 
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fat are burned. These changes ac
company fever, infecti o n, wounds, 
bo ne fractures, burns, certa in can
cers and espec ially head injuries. 
Brutus' weight loss occurred because 
he was using hi s own body fat to 
meet the increased need for calories. 
He was also breaking down ti ssue 
protein s for fu el, wound repair and 
the manufacture of antibodies. The 
internal biochemical changes en
abled Brutus to heal wounds, mend 
fract ures and fight infection. 

But using ti ss ue prote in s for 
these purposes is similar to fueling a 
wood stove with your furniture and 
walls. Our task was to help Brutus 
help himself to heal quickly without 
burning hi s own ti ssue pro te ins 111 

the process . 

Nutritional Support 
Thi s new specialty in veterinary 

med icine seeks to meet the nutri 
tional needs of animals that a re sick, 
stressed or injured, and hence to im
prove recovery. For a case stich as 
Brutus.' Ollr goal was to provide 
enough calories and protein to meet 
hi s increased metabolic needs. 

First, Brutus! owners were intro
duced to "enterals." These sterile 
liquid foods , which prov ide com
plete nutrition , are avai lable in most 
nei ghborhood groceri es and phanna
cies. Products I have used success
ful ly in treating dogs include Ensure, 
Osmolite, and Pulmocare (all from 
Ross Laboratories) and Isocal , Criti
care and Tralll11acal (all from Mead 
Johnson). A few ente ra ls are now 
marketed specificall y fo r dogs and 

(Get Well Soon Continued on page 25) 
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(Get Well Soon Continued from page 24) 

are avail ab le from veterinarians. 
Products with the term "Iyte" in the 
name means that they often contain 
electrol ytes (sodium is one example) 
and sugar, but they do not contain 
adequate amounts of protein and 
other essential nutrients. 

Enteral s may be offered to the 
dog in many ways: alone, as a free
choice drink; mixed in a kitchen 
blender with canned pet food and of
fered in a bowl or squirted into the 
mouth ; used as a soak for dry food ; 
or fed through a feeding tube under 
veterinary supervi sion. Dogs recei v
ing nutrition from enterals produce 
very little stool due to the effici ent 
absorption and low residue. 

Enterals are packed with calories 
(at least one calorie per milliliter or 
about 30 calories per fluid ounce) 
and nutrients. These special products 
are far superior to water when blend
ing canned foods or soaking dry 
food. A recipe I prescribe frequently 
for injured dogs co nvalesc ing at 
home is eight ounces of canned pet 
food blended with eight ounces of 
liquid enteral s. If the slurry is to be 
fed into the dog's mouth with a sy
ringe, be careful to keep the dog's 
head level to proceed slowly. Have 
your veterinarian show you the 
proper technique before you attempt 
it for the first time. Whatever 
method is used, initial feedings must 
be small to avoid causing digestive 
upset. 

Protein Supplements 
Sometimes, co nvalescing dogs 

need to receive high-quality protein 
supplements as well. Use either a 
commercial formulation or dehy
drated cottage cheese (sold in many 
pet shops), a less expensive protein 
supplement that's just as good for the 
dogs. 

At first, Brutus was offered a 
slurry consist ing of two ounces of 
canned dog food and two ounces of 
enteral. He ate eagerly, and over the 
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Elmo isn' t recuperating; he's j ust getting comfortable . Photo courtesy of Jan Kei th . Lake FOITCSI. CA. 

next 48 hours he was offered gradu
ally increasing amounts at six-hour 
intervals. By the fourth day, Brutus 
received 26 ounces of canned dog 
food blended with 26 ounces of en
teral, which provided about 1,700 
calories. A premium dry dog food 
and judicious use of high-quality 
snacks (hard-boi led egg, cheese, cot
tage cheese) provided the remaining 
700 calories he needed during recov
ery . After 12 weeks, Brutus was 
back to hi s old self- except for a 
new non-slip collar. 
Dr. DOlloghue is a veterinarian alld 
a board-cerliJied IIl1lrilioll c0l1slI1-
tall I 

(Obedience Continued from page 21) 

toward are the U.D.X. (Utility Dog 
Excellent) and the O.T.Ch. 
(Obedience Trial Champion). Good 
luck and have fun ' Greyhounds can 
do obedience ' 
Kalherille Cra\\10rd lives ill Talla
hassee, FL alld I'IIIlS Ihe Greyhoulld 
Resclle OJ Tallahassee, Ill c .• :. 
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From Ann Smith: 
"I understand what you mean 

about the dog going down real fast 
following an injury but it seems that 
most of their deterioration is while 
they are at the vets' . The stress and 
improper diet is the culprit. When 
they retul'll to the kennel, we don't 
have any further problems. They 
don't lose weight and adjust to the 
injury quite well . They receive the 
same amount of feed that they would 
normall y get but they are put out by 
themselves so the other dogs won't 
hurt them. The advice I wou ld give 
is to make sure they have good feed 
and keep them on some form of elec
trolytes. Pedialyte is fine. And I also 
thi nk that they pick up the stress 
from the family and it makes them 
nervous. We tend to dote on them 
when they are convalescing and I re
ally don't think they appreciate it. I 
think they would rather be left alone 
to deal with it in their own way. If 
they demand attention , well that's 
different." 

AIIII SlIIilh is a greyhoulld lrailler 
.: .. 
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CORRIGANS' CRAFTS 

Make A Greyhound Coat 

Greyhound coal. Photo courtesy of Jack :;Inc! Amy Corrigan 

Our hound coats are very popular. The design is vcry !lauc ri ng to thehui ld of 
a greyhoun d. T hey stay put vcry well. even all fidge ty dogs. They're easy 10 
put on and take off when made with the si ngle Ve lcro fastener described 
here. Oh. yes. and. they kee p your hound wa rrn--the plllVOSe of a coal. 

We make these out of .IIlY ki nd of fabric we fi nd. but have had the best luck 
wi th heavy upholste ry/decorating fabric and winlc r wool blends. Consider 
odd sources of fabr ic. sHc h as old blankels, drapes o r rugs . It sou nd s weird. 
but these arc typically thick heavy fab ri cs thai wear and wash weiLA nd 
they're wa rm . 

Throllghollil ilcse inst ructi ons we refer to the inner fab ric and the outer fab
ric . The coats actu a ll y end up fully revcrsib le. so this is j ust to make it easier 
to ex pla in what's goi ng all . You 'll probably never actua ll y reversc it if you're 
using a wooll y llcece for one s ide. but it's a cool fealllrc if you're making a 
spring/fall -weight coat and can't decide wh ich colo r loo ks best on your 
hound . 

T ime Needed: 

Each coat takes me 40 mi nu tes to make if it doesn' t have an applique. Wi th 
an appliq ue. a coat takes me 60-90 minll tes. 1 don't pi n st uff and my pallems 
are already made. so il lllay take you slightly longer. especiall y for your lirst 
coal. 

Materials Needed: 

* 5" strip 0 1' 2" wide sew-on Velc ro (o r 10" st ri p of I" w ide Velcro) 
* 30" x 36" piece of outer fab ric 
* 30" x 36" piece of inner 1:1bric 
* O PTIONA L (for applique): paper-backed sewable fusible web. like Heat 'n 
Bond 
* OPTIONA L (for applique): accent fab ric 
* Large sheet of paper or a pa per bag cut open (for panern) 

Step 1 - Measure Hound and Make Pattern 

First. measure your hound in Ihese three places and wri te down Ihe measurc
ments. 
* Length - From whe re the neck bends and becomes the bac k to where the 
tail 
starts (usuall y 26"~30") 
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* Ginh - Distance around chesl beh ind front legs (usual ly 28" - 32") 
* W idt h - Distance ac ross (u sua lly 6"-9") 

I 

Next. take a large sheet of paper and draw out your paltern simil ar to the one 
above. but !a the size you measured o n you r hound. Do n't won)' abOU I 
malching the drawi ng above exactly. Generally. you walll the coat full 
aroum) the chest and you want it to taper as it moves !award Ihe rear. If 
you' re wo rried abou t bU ll coverage. don 'I taper qui te as much as you head 
toward the tai l. The rounded corne rs ollthe tail end add a nice look and 
make later steps eas ier. 

To figure out the X measuremcnt in the drawing above. subt ract 5 inc hes 
from your hou nd's g irth. then divide the result by 2. 

Now ta ke the pat\ern to yOll r hou nd. T his is a tough job. but worth [he effort. 
Hold the patlelll in place along the hound's spi ne and make sure the coat fa lls 
as you would li ke. Make su re the butt is covered. Make sure the coat is long 
enoug h lor the hound. Make surc the coat will cover the chest but not drown 
it. If you need to make changes. do it now--even if YOll have to do the pat
tern over. Once YOll get a perfect pallern for your hound. you'll never have !a 
go through this aga in. 

Step 2 - Cut Fabric 

Fold the inner fab ri c in half. Place the long straig ht side of the paltern a long 
Ihe fold. You can pllt a few pins in at thi s po int if you'd like. bu t [ don't. I 
just hold the pattern in pl ace while I Ctlt. Precis ion is not that import ant. 

T HI S IS IivIPO RTANT ! All ow I/.·t " - 112" ext ra around the pallern as you 
Cll t the fabric . Thi s will be you r seam allowance. If I know [' II be top
stitc hing (which I do with all bUlthe bul kiest fabrics). I go with a 1/4" seam 
allowance. O therwise [ go with 1/2". 

Nexl. fold the ou ter fab ri c ill hal f. Don't usc the palte rn to cut the outcr fab
ric. Instead, use the fo lded in ner fabric as the pattern . Thi s will assure you 
that the two sides wil l ill atch pe rfectly . C ut the outer fabr ic to match the 
inner fab ric shape . (NOT E: If you're doing an applique on a coat wi th a 
woolly tleece inner fabr ic. you should do Ihe appl iqu e now. Jum p to S tep 8 
for a few tips on appliq ues.) 

Now cuI the chest strap pieces. T his w ill go across the chest j ust in fro nt of 
the fron t legs. C ut a 4 112" x 6" rectangle from the inner fabric. Cu t the stune 
size rectangle fromlhe outer fabric. (Increase the size to 5" x 6" i f you're 
ll sing a 1/2" seam all owance or the woo ll y fleece.) 

Fi na ll y. cu t the stomach strap pieces. Cu t two 5 1/2" squares of the inner 
fabr ic and two.5 112" squares of the outer fabric. (I f you're working with a 
bu lky inner fabric such as woolly tl eece. use the ou te r fab ri c for al1 4 of 

(Make a Coat Continued on page 27) 
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these 
Step 3 - Construct Chest Strap 

Place the two 4 1/2" x 6" rectan gles ri ght-sides toget her. Using a 1/4" sea m 
all owance, sti tch along both of the long sides o f the rectan gles, formi ng a 
lUbe. Turn the tube right s ide out and iron. Top-sti tch the tube with a 114" 
seam allowance along the long sides of the rectangle. 

Step 4 - Construct Stomach Straps 

Place one inner fabric and one outer fab ric 5 1/2" square right-sides together. 
Usin g a 1/4" seam allowance. sti tch alo ng three sid es o f the square, formin g 
a pockel. Repeat th is for the other two squares. Turn the pockets right side 
Oll l. Optionall y, you can to p-stitch these at thi s po int. 

Trim the Velcro to be 1/8" shOller than the poc ket on each side. Place the 
fuzzy side (as opposed to the hook s ide) of the 2" Velcro on the inner fa bric 
.lbo ut 1/8" fro m the sewn edges and top-sti tch into place. (If you are lIs ing 
the I" Ve lcro, cut two pieces and place them s ide by side and stitch illlo 
pl:lce.) 

Read thi s carefully. I often get mixed up here. Pl ace the hook side of the 2" 
Velcro on the OUTER fabric of the other stomach strap and top-stitch into 
place. (If you are usi ng the I " Ve lcro, cu t two pieces and place them side by 
side and stitch into place.) 

Step 5 - Sew Coat 

Un fo ld and ali gn the inner .md outer coat pieces, right s ides together with the 
inn er fabric on the bollom. Place the chest strap about 1/2" from the co ll ar 
corner as shown in the diagram above. Place it wi th the inner fabri c down . 
Place it between the inner and outer coat pieces. Use two pins to hold it in 
pl ace. 

Next place the stomach straps ill between the inner and ali ter coa t pieces. We 
made these bigger th.1Il they needed 10 be . so they wi ll stick oul o f the coat. 
(This a llows you to make adjustments la ter if need ed .) When placing these. 
you want 10 make sure they'll fall behind (he fro nt legs. On males. you want 
these as close to the fro nt legs as possible to avo id tink le damage. Pl ace (he 
straps with the inn er fabric down. (Don't thi nk about the Velcro if yOll can 
avo id ii , or you'll confuse yourself. Jus( put them wi th the inne r fab ric down . 
If you used the same fabric for both s ides of the straps, put one with the 
Ve lcro up an d one with the Velcro down .) Allow about an inch of each 
strap to ex tend a lit of the coat as show n above. If you have to make adj ust
men ts later, this will be the place, so I j ust a llow for it from the start. Pin the 
straps into place. If you're one who likes to pin stuff, pi n all the way around 
the Coal. I fi nd that I on ly need to pi n the chest and stomach straps in place 
to get a good result . 

Now sew the two pieces together. You 'll leave a 4-5" opening near the col
lar. T his wi ll a llow you to turn the coat right side out and do the final chest 
strap adj ustmen ts. Stall sew ing at the dot ind icated on the diag ram . (This 
will be 112" fromlhe collar co mer on the s ide o f the coat that DOESN'T 
IHl ve the chest strap pinned in place . Sew around almost the entire coat, 
se wing over the chest .md stom:lch straps to trap Ihem in place. Stop when 
yo u get to the second dot noted on the diagram. This wi ll be 4_5 H frolll the 
poi nt where you started sew ing. 

Step 6 - Turn Right Side Out and Press 
Clip all curves, then Hlrn the coat right side out. Press the seam all 
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around the coal. Be sure to press the scam for the openi ng in the coal. 
This will make the next slep easier. 

Step 7 - Test Drive the Coat and Mark Chest Strap 

Don't skip th is step. Take the coat to your hound and tly it on. Make sure the 
stomach straps are an appropriate length to fi t snugly but not too tightly. 
Chec k the length of the coal. (YOIl can make the coat shorter, but not longer 
at this poi nt.) 

Pull the chesl strap across the hou nd's chest and mark where the seam should 
li e for a perfect fit. Don't WOITY if the chest strap is a few inches too long . 
You can trim it to a proper length before the final sewin g. 

If you need to adjust an ything, turn the coat wrong side out, pull out the 
necessary stitches and do it now. You'll thank yourse lf later 

Step 8 - OPTIONALLY Add Appliques 

NOTE: If you're doi ng a coal with a woolly Ileece inner fabric, you should 
have added the applique back in Step 2. 

1 f you arc goi ng to applique an init ia l or runn ing hound or other shape to the 
coat, I'd suggest doing it now. That way the applique wi ll show on both sides 
of the coat. It 's also eas ier to work with the coat be fore the chest strap is fu lly 
auached. Now the coat lies flat. Later it wi ll be more di ffi cult to maneuver 
through your machine. 

To make an applique, iron the IXlpcr-backed sewnble fus ible web to the 
wrong side of your accent fabric. Then draw your shape. (If you're doing an 
initial. be sure to draw it as a milTor image if you elmw on the paper. ) Cut the 
shape out and remove the paper. Positi on the appliqu e on the coat and iron 
into place . Use a ve ry ti ghtly spllce zigzag stitch (satin stitch) to go aro und 
the edge o f your applique. Tic o ff ends of th reads. 

Step 9 - Top Stitch and Connect Chest Strap 

Poke the dangli ng end of the chest strap into the coat body to the point yo u 
marked earlier. Use two pins to ho ld it in place. i\'lake sure the seams are 
folded neatly on both sides and that they match up so that the top sti tch will 
catch both pieces of fabric. 

Top stitch around the ent ire coat. startin g j ust be fore th e pins that hold the 
chest strap in place. The top stitching sho uld be 1/4" from the edge of the 
coat. COIHinue arou nd the en ti re coat, then stitch over the chest strap a sec
ond time (just for good measure). 

That's it. You're done. Now take that fashionable hound for a walk. You both 
deserve it! 

Copyright 1996, Greyhound Manor Crafts, Jack & Amy 
Corrigan, 
P.O. Box 206, New Berlinville, PA 19545, (6 10) 367-
955 1 
e-mail : bark @voicenel.com 
web address: http: //www.voicenel.com/-bark 

Celebrating Greyhounds Magazine weicollles the Corri
gell1s as regular contributors. Jack and A Illy live lVithftve 
rescued dogs: two retired greyhounds, a whippet, a Nor
wegian Elkhollnd, and a NO/folk Terrier. In addition, 
there's a house cat, five barll cats and two compos/
lIIaking rabbits. 
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"And they are off and running' 
KAL YKI is taking the lead, Number 
Nine is trailing and Number Fi ve is 
not far behind' ... " 

The loud speaker was booming the 
voic e of the broadcaster far beyond 
the greyhound race arena, across the 
Caloosahatchee river, through the 
town of Immokalee and all the way to 
1010's window. 

Oh, how 1010 wished she was at 
the racetrack to see her favourite ca
nines, the slim, graceful and intelli 
gen t greyhounds. Unfortunately, her 
parents had to work long hours and 
she was too young to go by hersel f. 
She was so sad and lonely that he r 
tears roll ed off her face, went down 
the garden, through the town of 
Immokalee, across the Caloosa
hatchee rive r and , into the race arena. 

KAL YKI who was leading the 
pack made a sudden stop at the sight 
of the blue stream that was opening a 
new path on the racetrack. A big 
"OOOH'" followed hi s mid-race 
stopping and all the greyhounds went 
tumbling down on top of each other. 

KALYKI sn iffed the blue stream 
and felt 1010's lone liness . He then 
zapped out of the racetrack, jumped 
over the Caloosahatchee n ver, 
through the town of Immokalee and 
raced to 1010's ho use where he 
yelped and yelped until she opened 
her front door. 

FOR THE YOUNGSTERS 

KALYKI and JOJO 
by Liliane A. Goldman 

lonely life go ing fro m school to her 
home where she was not allowed to 
have friends over until her parents fin
ished working, which was very often 
late at night. 

"Imagine," he said, "On the day of 
the race, we have to fast because we 
cannot gain an ounce of fat. Then we 
have to be weighed, poked, walked al
ways on a leash, tossed every day in
side the starting box . We love to race 
at 40 mph but not for o nl y hal f a 
minute' On top of that, we try to catch 
an arti ficial lure! We have to be mu z
zled and we are never allowed to be
friend other dogs or people. Also, we 
are yelled at and sc reamed at by 
greedy betters ,,, 

"Poor you," sighed 1010. "Of 
course," said KAL YKI with a littl e 
smile on hi s face, "there are perks if 
you are a winner like me. 1 get to relax 
in wh irlpoo ls and have massages and 
eat to my heart's content after the 
races, but I would gladly give these up 

for a friend like you, 1010' " 
Unfortunately, the official s caught 

up with KAL YKI. They muzzled him 
again and dragged him away but they 
in vi ted 1010 to come and see KA
L YKI race. With her invitati o n in 
hand, she pleaded with her parents 
that she could go by he rself as she 
was a big girl now. "Besides," she 
said, "I am going to be the guest of 
honour' " Her caring parents then de
cided to take a day off work and they 
all went to see KAL YKI race. 

It was a bright sunn y day when a 
radiant 1010 made her entrance at the 
racetrack. 1010 and he r parents 
bought popcorn and big funn y sun 
hats and went to sit right in the front 
row. 

The Band started to playas the 
loudspeaker was booming: 'The first 
race is about to begin! Take your bets, 
ladies and gentl emen'" 

And there at the number ONE 
(KAL YKI Continued on page 29) 

KAL YKI was jumping about and 
trying to lick 1010 through hi s mu z- \....::.. :..:;?r~,. . • -.... __ -
zle. 1010 took away hi s muzzle, 
shared with him her milk and cookies 
and they sat about and ta lked and 
talked a ll afternoon, like o ld friends 
do. 1010 told KALYKI about he r 
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(KALYKI Continued from page 28) 

gate, KAL YKI recogni zed JOJO and 
he couldn't help but bark and yelp 
pitifully! 

A gunshot was heard and the loud
speaker resounded again with: "And 
they are off and running' Number 
ONE, KAL YKJ is in the lead. Num
ber Nine is trailing, Number Seven is 
pushing through. Is he going to beat 
KALYKJ?" 

The crowd was all worked up. 
Again they were yelling and scream
ing at the grey hounds. "Come on , 
Number One, I've got big bucks on 
you' You stupid mutt, what are you 
doing? ...... " 

"OHHHH! Not again' " 
KAL YKJ, Number One, the leader 

of the pack, stopped suddenly and a 
huge collision ensued. The officials 
tried to catch KAL YKI but he ran to 
JOJO's lap. Her popcorn and her 
funn y hat went up into the air as KA
L YKJ was jumping and trying to lick 
her face through hi s muzzle. 

A decis ion was made then and 
there to give KAL YKJ an early retire
ment. JOJO's parents reali zed how 
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lonely she was and they were all 
happy to adopt KAL YKI and take 
him home. 

A lot of people lost money at the 
races because of KAL YKl's crazy 
behaviour. But it was money they 
did not earn anyway and JOJO 
gained a fast friend: KAL YKI the 
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smart greyhound! 
Liliane A. Goldll1an is a Montreal 
write/lartist. A graduate of Concor
dia University she teaches, exhibits, 
writes and takes care of her family 
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(jregfwuna'l{ptecartfs of 'Efegance 

emai l: wi lmannt@iX.nclcom.com 

Quailly greyhound merchandise a~a l 'a ble for 
your shoPPing pleasure 

Call or l'lflte for flee catalog. 

TEDDY & FRIENDS 
GREYHOUND TREASURES INC. 

PO Box 97 Indepeooence KY 41 051 
606·363·0951 606·363·0952 (Fax) 

>M BROWNS GRYHND SPECIAL 
(lr.yholmd Jewelry. Supplle •• 

Collectibles. GIft Bo"" •• ond Mor •. 
CAli today (01' your lree catalogl 

(717) 246· 7620 

Celebl'millg GreyhOltl1d.\" 

§7.wt dfound §lfh 

'R.psie's Circfe 
Featllring tli,GREYHOUND 

and orher /ol 'ed breeds 

214 Pearl Street 
Cambridge, Ma 02139 

617·491 ·7320 

4667 Route 31 

Vernon, New York 13476 

1-800-24HOUND 
(315) 829-4800 

Tote Bags ; • Canister Sets 
Watches ~ , Coasters 
T-Shirts ' • Earrings 

PIIO/(lg,,'ph.\· by 1I.R. Pa;m' 

Sweat Shirls .. 
Mugs 

Note Cards 
Note Pads 

Belt Buckle 
. Sierling Silver 

Charms 
Cookie Jars 

GAIA Greyhound Greetings 
4503 Chul(h Iood 

Urban •. Ohio 43018·9365 
Phon!: 931·65l·ml 

Whimsical Sketches of Greyhounds Just Bting Themselves 
Over SO Oe$igru Available As: 

NOTE CARDS 

TA8LETS 

STATIONERY 

PEDIGREES 

Greyhound Artwork 
by 

Hanne BockhauJ 
- Oenmark-

Send $1.00 f.r Sample Card and Catalogue 
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([Jog (jJeas 

rrrwse (u.X;JldOIlS 6edS, stuffe! witft 
sfim[aea foam, come 'tVitii an outer cover 
male from 6eise sfJear(j"B ani tan (olton 
canvas. CPost purefuJSers aUest tliat willi 
Olle in cadi major room tfltir orcynounls 
ao Jtay off tf" fumiture! ~"ftn a spare 
(owr Jour areyJioum{ wif( never 6& 
witliollt tlieir 6el. 

Cfirisantfiemums 
jouttl{ca 1990 

10% of your oraeris lOllateito t(woreyfioum{ 

pGz"","' t aroliP (501(c)3}ofyour cnoic, or, 
if 110ne is imficatea, it is aonated' to 

'lTte qrcyfiollfll{Projcct 

'For a (jJrocflUre 

PO (jJo;c 1004 - (jJerwic~ 5I1.'E 03901 

Spotts Line 

Our sports {jllc,Jor tfic t'wo feMeis in Jour 
life, is a porar jfeece puffO'ver dUl l can {"we 
a favery em6roiierea GzyiliO areynoulllf. III 
aldilion 'We createa a {lCa'fIJ, soft sweatsfiirt 
'Witn tf" 'Wora areynouna anatfiC Gzyina 
oreyfiounl appliquel a60fJe it, at/lour sports 
cap lias tfle oreyfiou"Ion t flC f rollt ani tflt 
'Word oreyfioullI 011 tfll 6act 

Terepnone: 207-698-1271 or 'f)IX: 207-698-1278 

:. GREYHOUND WINDCHIME .:. 
S. l nd l rO c~_ hOS .. s,,,,od 
oo lo ,ed i'. ' lIOuo'\dl(t>I .. .. • .. hlto· 
II'OY' 1I ... n '"" _' '''<Jon , ... .,... 
"''',e & onlonl 

...... ",us 
W'n<IOw Wh I'»H)'I 

M'''' C"' ..... . __ , 9.00 . 
C_ISCf I OO.en _ , 7.SO. 
S ........ OC hI _ _ 11 3.00 . 
OftMIISOIlIIOHn _ UI .2!1 . 

"'''''''0--- $2.00. 
wr""ow wn_~_ $ 2.00 . ",, __ 0'" __ CUP) 

WI_wn_~_ ' :1.SO. 
l w11h 00ttI '" suclH>n CUP) 

M Ini ~hI .... h., !) DiKe .. 
S ....... ~<_ .... 10~ •. 

I '-.:o..~=-I __ tA---
BELCO CRAFTS - BELMONT INDUSTRIES 

340 FOX SHANNON PLACE 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE, OHIO 43950 

PHONE: 614-695-0500 
FAX: 614-695-5910 

----......?~ 

Celebmling Greyhollnd.s 

QCloak® 
anb 

11Bogget 

26 Gibraltar Drive 
Rockford, MI 49341 
(616) 866-4694 

'1I'f1s fia6fe CfOII/(§ f or lfie V iscdmillalill,9 Callille for 
6erHlly, Tt'lIf11ilfi am{ f Ul/ctioll 

Inc Nd"'. be.~';~1 . nd d .... ble rnanin,lle ~ollltllu.h 
combina,ion in a ninbow of colo .. . Dd "«o •• , i' -e lrim. 
MRS. 80:-:E'S collar •• III" (OlifSlna blmke .. and . lip leado. 
pillow. wilb .~tu.hOIInd du i,nJ. ~b.o ••• wann coo",. f. bric 
, rey",,","" doll . no.tpldI. jn 'cl ry. cllds. WondcrM lifts . 
Foo- fr« u"'loi <on"(1: 

~1A1UAL 

12035 WrS! Drown Dtrr Road 
MHwauku, W I 53224·141 7 

.(41 4)·355-4776 
111 a ri a l@u:t~ pc.co", 

" AX (~14) . J5~.H~6 

Carousel Art and Frames 
Grey/w ulld X-Press 

A co llec tion of fine art featuring the greyhound. This fi ne art can be 
purchased Cllstom framed or unframed. We specialize in greyhound art 
and have one of the largest collections available. 

We also carry fi ne art of other breeds as well. We have open and limited 
ed ition art available, and we donate a portion of all sa les to the 
organization of your choice. 

To receive a catalog of our greyhound art please call (908) 892-7003, or 
Fax us at (908) 458-6659. You can also send request to Carousel Art and 
Frame, 28 16 Bridge Ave., PI. Pleasant NJ 08742 

We will be on the World Wide Web soon. Look fo r us there. In New 
Jersey look for liS at Make Peace with An ima ls and Greyhound Friends 
functions. 
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A cata log 01 UniQue and uniquely practical Items We speCialize In 
"Mrs Bones" collars offering over 40 different designs Including 

a selection of 2" w ide trims There are full color swatch sheets 
available· please call or write for your set 

We also feature Chrlsanthemum dog Jackets. hoods and belly 

warmers along with custom designed Jewelry hand c'atted Items 

a large selection of notec3rds and much more 

POBox 160. Belhngharr. MA 020 '9 
;::>l-cr:e -)08520·4852 Fax 508 528·7101 

The 1997 Greyhound Adoption 
Resource Directory 

T he 1997 ed ilio n of the Greyhoulld 
Adoption Resource Direc/ory wi II be 
ava il ab le in February. With li stings of 
adopti on groups, place ment contacts 
and sources for information on 
adopt ing re tired rac ing greyhounds 
around the world , the Directory is the 
most comprehensive resource o n 
retired racing greyhounds available. 

Copies wi ll be ava ilab le for $ 15 from 
The Greyhound Projecl, Inc. 

26 1 Robbins SII·eel 
Milton MA 02 186 

The Softest HALEMAR SPECIAL TIES, INC. 

Lealher 

Collars and 

Leashes thaI 

you will ever 

find! 

"PAS HA." 

Handmade in Bavariafor 

tJieriscli i{clilstiJ! 
P.o . Box 1107 Sebastopol, CA 95473 

EL: (707) 824-1110 FAX: (707) 829-5855 

Adverti sing space is ava ilable in 
Celebratillg Greyhoullds: 

Th e Magazille 

Advertising Rates 
$20 per block per issue 

($75 per year - 4 issues) 

Non-profit greyhound adoption groups 
given a o ne- time one block ad at $ 15 
to advertise fundrai sing items 

Send camera ready or scannable ad 
copy to 

The Greyhound Project, Inc. 
P.O. Box 173 

Holbrook, MA 02343 

Cc'levl"a/iIlS Grcyhollll(ls 

P.o. BOX 3132 
PEABODY, MA. 01961·3132 

1-800-955-9656 
FAX # 508-532-3324 

CALL US FOR A BROCHURE 

PLASTIC HARDWARE 

LURE COURSING MUZZLES 
KENNEL MUZZLES 
WHIPPET MUZZLESIONE SIZE FITS MOST. 
REPLACEMENT MUZZLE STRAPS 
PLASTIC LEADS (ASSORTED COLORS) 

LEATHER PRODUCTS 

LEATHER LURE COURSE MUZZLES 
PERSONAUZED LEATHER COLLARS 
WIDE LEATHER COLLARS 1.5/8' X 19' 
LEATHER LEADS 518' X 72' 
BARKiNG MUZZLES (ONE SIZE FITS ALL) 

SPECIALTY ITEMS 

MINIATURE MUZZLES 
MINIATURE NUMBERED BLANKETS 
GREYHOUND SAFETY COLLARS 
MATCHING LEADS TO ABOVE COLLARS 

DOG BOOTS (SET OF FOUR) 
DOUBLE PLY CORDURA NYLON 
PROTECTS PAWS FROM SNOW AND 
ICE. EASY ON WITH VELCRO 
LIKE CLOSURE. 

,2 

DOG COATS 

SA TIN JACKETS/COURSING JACKETS 
SHOW OFF YOUR GREYHOUND IN A SA TIN 
JACKET. WITH OR WITHOUT NUMBERS OR 
EMBROIDERED WITH DOG'S NAME. 

RAIN JACKETS 

WINTER COA TS 
THE BEST WATER AND WIND REPELLANT 
NYLON LINED WITH WARM THICK FLEECE. 
AVAILABLE IN RED, ROYAL BLUE, KELLY 
GREEN AND BLACK. 

SPORT PILE LINED COAT 
OUR MOST POPULAR COAT. TWO ADJUST· 
ABLE STRAPS ALLOW FOR A CUSTOM FIT. 
AVAILABLE IN RED, ROYAL BLUE, KELLY 
AND BLACK. 

DENIM LINED COAT ,.. 
HAVE THE BEST DRESSED DOG WITH OUR 
WARM DUNGAREE WEIGHT BLUE DENIM 
COAT LINED WITH FLEECE. TWO STRAPS 
ALLOW FOR A GREAT FIT. 

FALL JACKET 
NYLON WITH A FLEECE LINING FOR 
WARMTH WITHOUT BULK. 
AVAILABLE IN RED, ROYAL BLUE, 
GREEN, BLACK. 
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Celebrating Greyhounds 

Announcements 
from The Greyhound Project, Inc. 

Publication dates have changed 
for your convenience. 

The Greyhound Project has adjusted Celebrating Greyhounds' editorial and advertising dead
lines, and publication dates with the hope that each issue will arrive when the seasons change. 
The Spring issue should arrive in late March or April, depending on the speed of bulk rate mail 
delivery. Please see the masthead box on page one for specifics . . :. 

Does your adoption group newsletter 
have great informational articles? 

Please ask your group to place Celebrating Greyhounds: The Magazine on its mailing list. The 
the editorial office is at 895 Tuttle Ave. Ext., Hamden, CT 06518. Letters, articles, or sharp, 
scannable photographs are also welcomed via regular mail or bye-mail to 
greythound@AOL.com. Thank you! 

Wanted: 
Articles, News, Tidbits, Photographs, 
Cartoons, and anything "Greyhound" 

Do you like to write, draw, cartoon, take great photographs or disseminate information? Please 
share anything of interest with your fellow readers in North America, the United Kingdom, and 
Australia and send to the editorial office. Writer's Guidelines available on request. 

Subscribe now or give a gift subscription to eG. 
A one year subscription in North America is $15 (US funds); Worldwide is $20 (US funds). 

For yourself-
Name 

Address 

City/State/Zip 

Please make check payable to The Greyhound Project, Inc. 
Mail to: 

The Greyhound Project, Inc 
P.O. Box 173 

Holbrook, MA 02343 

For a friend-
Name 

Address 

City/State/Zip 

Sign card: From 



The Greyhound Project, Inc. 
Celebrating Greyhounds: The Magazine 
P.O. Box 173 
Holbrook MA 02343 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

NON PROFIT ORG 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
FRAMINGHAM MA 

PERMIT 116 

Sheeba is an English girl adopted by Sally Anne Thompson and Ron Willbie of 
Painswick, Stroud , Gloucestershire. Besides acting as a model for Sally's and 
Ron's dog photography, Sheena is a therapy dog visiting the local hospital ev
ery week. She is very fond of so ft beds, a good gallop and a cudd le - in any 
order. 


