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editorial comments 
By Marcia Herman 

Oear Readers, 
Drum roll, please! I am delighted to announce as we begin our sixth year of 

publication, that The Dog Writers Association of America (DWAA) has named 

Celebrating Greyhounds Magazine best single breed magazine for the year 2000. 

I want to thank all the writers, photographers. and artis ts who have submitted 

materials over the last five years as well as the editors and regular contributors who 

have worked so hard to make it all happen. During year 2000, we published 139 

articles and 228 photos submitted by 145 contributors. Between Summer 1996, 

when CG published its first issue, and Winter 2000, we published 5 I 9 articles and 

869 photos, from a total of 432 contributors. I know this thanks to Ellen McCracken, 

who has painstakingly entered virtually everything we have ever published into a 

relational database so this infonnation is at our fingertips. We have evolved from a 

26-page publication containing primarily article reprints to a magazine of mainly 

original works. We hope you like our updated look, too. 

We in~oduce a new column, ;ales from the Couch: 
and welcome iJs author and CG's newest regular con~ibutor, Lee Livingood, 

"Tales from the Couch" will use easy, commonsense approaches to enjoying 

life with our favorite couch potato. Lee will use her no-nonsense style and irrever

ent humor to discuss tips, tools, techniques, and topics related to training and behav

ior. For those unfamiliar with her, Lee is a writer as well as a companion animal 

trainer and behavior consultant. Her books include Retired Racing Greyhoundsfor 

Dummies (Hungry Minds, 2000) and RUllning with the Big Dogs: The Gelllie Art of 

Turning Your Retired Racing Greyhound into Your Best Friend (now out of print). 

She has written on behavior topics for Forward, the publication of the National 

Association of Dog Obedience Instructors, and is a professional member of the 

Association of Pet Dog Trainers. 

In addition to her writing and her behavioral business, Lee teaches basic man

ners and companion dog classes, runs workshops on dog behavior and training, and 

does occasional radio call -in shows on pet behavior topics. She shares her life with 

her very tolerant husband, Ben, as well as two retired racers, a Galgo, a mixed breed 

dog, and a Bengal cat. 

Speaking of regular columns, please let us know if there is any particular sub

ject you'd like to read about that might be helpful to us all. Don't forget to tell us about 

your Hero Hounds, either. 

This issue contains articles ranging from ac tivities for you and your hounds, to 

important health and safety issues, to adoption history, to fiction, Remember when 

reading medical articles that they are intended to provide general infonnation and 

may not apply to your dog. Please see your veterinarian if your dog has a medical 

problem, as every situation is different. Enjoy! 

• 
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FEATURES 

12 Living with Greyhounds 
Onyx: Eggplant to Blossom. How 
learning agility transformed Onyx 
from a shy hound to a confident one 
while bonding her to her owner at 
the same time. Mary Pat Parkhill 

16 Behavior and Training 
All about the Canine Good Citizen 
test. What is it and why your Grey
hound should have it. Jo Ellen Wolf 
and Marlene Stachowiak 

25 Fiction 
Coyote Dog. A fictional tale of a 
Canadian Greyhound on his own in 
the north woods who finds a family 
to call his own. Maureen Nelms 

28 Safety 
Caution: You are now Entering the 
Danger Zone: Enjoy your travels with 
your Greyhounds but know what to 
watch for while in the woods, on the 
prairies, and here, there, and every
where. D. Caroline Coile 

31 Recipe 
Bake a cake with a Greyhound 
theme. 

32 Activity: Simple Vacations 
Camping With Your Greyhounds. 
Everything you need to know about 
enjoying the camping experience 
with your hounds. Cindy Hanson 

36 Special Needs Dogs 
Aging Gracefully. When your Grey
hound ages, some advance knowl
edge will help you guide your Grey
hound gracefully into and through 
his geriatric years. Lane Kussman 
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38 Medical 
Leptospirosis-The Silent Disease. 
This under-diagnosed, sometimes 
deadly disease is a cause of kidney 
or liver failure. Recovery is likely for 
those victims who are treated 
promptly. Cheryl Giebel 

45 Physiology 
Walk This Way. How underwater 
treadmills help dogs regain normal 
function after they become 
incapacitated. Kimberly Ripley 

52 Products 
The Ins and Outs of Dog Doors
The Patio Variety. Tired of being 
doorperson for your Greyhound? 
Consider a Patio Dog Door for your 
slider. Nancy Waddell 

ADOPTION 

20 Adoption History/Rescue 
The untold story of the Presidio 
research Greyhounds who were 
released from the Letterman Army 
Institute of Research 's leg breaking 
project in 1989. A first-person 
account by Patricia Gail Burnham. 
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REGULAR COLUMNS 

4 Speak Out 

6 News 

8 Book Talk 
For young readers eager to learn 
about Greyhounds and adoption, our 
reviewer recommends four chil
dren's books that will fit the bill. 
Mary Bauer 

10 Hero Hounds 
Meet Willy and Tall, two special 
dogs and family heroes. Linda Hes
tianna and Colleen Gonzales 

11 Hall ofFame 
Mutton Cutlet, an English Grey
hound who is noted for his Irish 
offspring, also played an 
important role in American 
racing. Laurel E. Drew 

49 Exploring Drug Therapy 
An alternative to traditional band
ages that can help your injured dog 
heal better and faster. Maria 
Borowski 

50 House Calls 
Learn about Inflammatory Bowel 
Disease (IBD), its causes, diagnosis, 
and treatment. Dr. Jim Bader 

51 Tales from the Couch 
Our newest regular contributor, Lee 
Livingood, offers advice on manag
ing your dog's behavior. 

54 Corrigans' Crafts 
Build an inexpensive Dutch door 
that doubles as dog-proofing for 
your curious hound. Jack and Amy 
Corrigan 

56 You're Invited 

57 Marketplace 

Front cover: Naniloa (Hawaiian for "Most Beautiful") was adopted by Kathie and Paul Mat
suyama of Los Alamitos, California. This happy, smiling fellow is unusual in that he was an only 
child; he was the whole litter! 

Back cover: Red Sterling and George were adopted by Judith Adair of Centerville, Virginia. 
Photo by Paws Prints. 
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_sQeakout 

Dear Readers, 
So many interesting Jelfers came ill this qIlarter ,hat the IOllger ones are shortened in 

order to gel ill as mall)' as possible. Please remember 10 keep leiters to 300 words or less. 
Thanks/or writing .-Ed. 

Tessaand Walker 

Middleboro's Tessa is Back 
Imagine my surprise when I saw "The 

Middleboro Nine: How to Run a Rescue" 
and a picture of my Tessa! Here is an update 
on Tessa. 

After the rescue, she was g iven back to 
Greyhound Friends when the home she was 
in was not working oul. On Nov. II , 1999, 
Tessa came to live with me as a foster dog 
with my other Greyhound, Walker, and all 
11 of my cats. Everyone said I would end 
lip keeping her. After having Tessa for IwO 

months I just could not give her up. I for· 
mally adopted her in January 2000. 

I want to personally thank everyone who 
cared enough for the wonderful Middleboro 
Nine dogs to want to help them and Grey
hound Friends who have given Tessa some
thing wonderful- a home where she will be 
loved and cared for the rest of her life. 
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[lieen M. Batlavio 
West Chester, Penn. 

Hypothyroidism 
Thank you for your comments regarding 

the use of Ihyroid medications for low/nonnal 
thyroid levels. Low thyroid readings are very 
common in Greyhounds. As an owner of an 
AKC Champion Greyhound, our wishes were 
to breed her at some point in her lifetime. Unfor
tunately, her heat seasons were almost non
existent (the first coming well after 3 years of 
age). Everyone suggested putting her on thy
roid meds to stimulate the homlones (her read
ings were low/nonnal range). We did so for a 
short period of time with no marked improve
ment (and thankfully, no medical problems). 
She is now 10 years old, in good health, and 
still showing low/nonnal thyroid readings. 

As the owner of Dobelmans, too, under
ac ti ve th yroids are commonplace in our 
household. After reading your article, you 
can bet that I will never use thyroid med
ication again unless the physical signs and 
tests warrant it as absolutely necessary. 

Thank you providing such an infonna
tive magazine. It 's not only great for Grey
hound owners, but for owners of all breeds. 
Keep up the good work. 

The Veterinarian Approves 

Anila S. Bengler 
Via !he Imemel 

Bob is 8 years old, has lived with us six 
years and is doing very wel l. Ambassador 
Bob is a very friendly, well -behaved repre
sentative of his breed. He is a giant fellow, 
standing 31 inches tall and weigh ing a trim 
98 pou nds. He can be intimidating but is 
very gentle and makes monthly pet visits to 
our local nursing horne. 

Bob is also a cancer survivor. He was 
diagnosed with a sarcoma of his left front 
paw 17 months ago. After radiation therapy 
to the area at Angell Memorial Animal Hos
pital, he is walking, hiking, and doing some 
running with on ly a minor limp. We were 
happy to have this altemative to amputat ion 
for him with his type of cancer. 

Thank you for your wonderful publica
tion. It has just the right mix of infonnation 
and fun! As a veterinarian, I am always try
ing to keep my eye out for important tidbits 
about this wonderfu l breed . Keep up the 
good work! 

Home loans For Hounds 

Julie A. Kopser. BVM 
CounlijsideVeterinaij Hospital 

~elmslord. Mass. 

We were in a have- lo-move situation, 
and saw an art icle on "Home Loans for 
Hounds" in the GPA Northwest newsletter. 
We contacted Drew [Nichol] and were very 
pleased. The loan rates were competitive, 
we were treated well, our loan paperwork 
was completed in a very timely fashion, and 
we were able to move within our deadline. 
Drew made a nice contribut ion 10 the Grey
hound rescue group of our choice. 

Thanks for publishing the article on 
"Home Loans for Hounds." If you need a 
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mortgage loan and you have Greyhounds, 
we would strongly recommend contacting 
Drew. You ' ll be doing yourself and the 
Greyhounds a favor. 

Greyhound Golf Classic 

lodd and Ann Ross 
Ihe Dallet Ore. 

Our Bonnie and Bandit came from Plain
field Pets. Clyde came from REGAP of Con
necticut. We have been searching for a way 
to help the Greyhounds. In last summer's 
Celebrating Greyhounds, there it was, in 
black and white, the idea we needed; a golf 
tournament. We live between two fairways 

of a golf course and we don 't know why we 
didn 't think of it sooner. We have completed 
our plans to hold the first annual Greyhound 
Golf Classic. 

Thank you for your time and providing 
us with this great magazine and all the info 
it brings us about these remarkable dogs. 

Miles and ROlanne Neulls 
GreenlieldlwpJenn. 

Please see event information ill "You're 
In vited." - Ed. 
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Darlin'Marlin 
I cannot express how delighted my hus

band and I were to see a picture of our Darlin' 
Marlin in the winter issue ofCelebralillg Grey
hOllnds (page 13). Marlin came to us six years 
ago as a "special needs dog" through Midwest 
GreyhoundAdoplion. When he came to them 
from the track he was so afraid of people that 
he refused to come out of his cage and had to 
be approached by people on their hands and 
knees. A year after adoption, Marlin won the 
"Most Improved Greyhound" award at their 
reunion as he proudly strutted his stuff. 

life with the Class Clown 

Marae Newburn 
Hot Sor~gs ~lIage, Ark. 

My husband and I have two Greyhounds 
(Janey and Kira) and a l4-year-<Jld mult (Sheba), 
as well as two cats and yes, seven ferrets. 

We identified with the article "Life with 
the Class Clown." Eileen Saks described our 
brindle Greyhound, Janey, perfectly. When 
she's bored, she'll let you know she wants 
attention and wants it now! She's always the 
first to lead the welcoming serenade for me 
when we get home. When it 's Janey's tum 
10 cuddle on the couch, she tucks herselfup 
into her daddy's armpit and cuddles with him, 

or sometimes she' ll flop across my lap and 
fall asleep with that big tongue hanging out 
the side of her mouth. (For fun, try peeling a 
dried out Greyhound tongue off your leg.) 
The pictures of the laser surgery were fasci
nating! Janey covered her eyes and winced 
when r showed them to her. 

A Heads-up About Blood CIDls 

Mona l. Headen 
Mettimact N.H. 

According to our veterinarian, this life
threatening medical condit ion is more com
mon in Greyhounds than other breeds. 

For several months, Grammy, aged 8, 
limped on her hind right leg. She had tests 
and x-rays, but the cause could not be deter
mined. It was thought that she had a soft ti s
sue injury. They gave us some anti -inflam
matory medication. The severity of her 
limping seemed to vary. One day I came home 
from work and her back hind legs were com
pletely paralyzed. She was panicking and flail
ing around trying to stand up. 

During the night at the hospital, the vet
erinarian on duty thought that it must be a cir
culatory problem, most likely a blood clot that 
had grown large enough to cut off the blood 
supply to Grammy's hind legs. The next 
morning a veterinary cardiologist confinned 
this diagnosis. After two days of intensive 
treatment , during which she was between life 
and death, we brought Grammy home. 

If your Greyhound is experiencing limp
ing and a cause cannot be pinjX)inted, ask your 
veterinarian whether blood clots might be a 
possibility. The condition cannot be cured, 
but early treatment may make a difference. 

Monica Keams 
Denver, Col. 

Although Grammy was pl/t Oil blood 
thinllers alld gradl/ally recovered, she 
passed away after a few weeks. The 
Keamses are thal/k/lIlfor the exIra time they 
had with their beloved Grammy.- Ed. 
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news 
MORR IS FOUNDATIO N 

Cancer Study 
The Greyhound Project will ccn w 

tinue its matching funds program on 
behalf of the Morris Animal Founda-
tion Cancer Snldy. The amount to be 
matched will be increased to $4,500. 

Continue to support Ihis research 
by sending donations to Morris Ani-
mal Foundation, Canine Cancer-
The Greyhound Projec t Account, 45 
Inverness Drive East, Englewood, 
C080 11 2. 

CC NEWS 

Moving? 
Need to 
Renew? 

In order to not miss any issues 
ofCG Magazine, please remember 
to send us your changes of address 
and your subscription renewals we ll 
in advance of your move or expira-
lion date Ito The Greyhound Pro-
ject, Alln : Change of Address (or 
Renewal), PO Box 358, Marble-

head, MA 0 1945-0358. As a quar-
terly publ ication timeliness is of the 
essence in order to not miss issues. 

COllection 10 Spling Issue: 
Golden Years Senior Referra l 

Program is in northeastem Ohio, not 
in Illinois as stated on page 8 in 
"Nawty 's Legacy. " 
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CCNEWS 

The Dog Writers Association of America 

has named Celebrating Greyhounds 
Magazine as the bes t single breed 

magazine for the year 2000. Accompanying 
the honor is the Maxwell Award and a 

certifica te of achievement. Winning the 
Maxwell Award is to a dog writer what 

winning an Oscar is to an actor. 

CC NEWS 

Drill Team Video 

I
f you have yet to see the G illey's 

Danci ng Greyhounds Dri ll Team 
in action, thi s is your chance. A 

high-quality videotape of "The Girls," 

produced by GPAlOC-Greater Los 
Angeles, is now available. You may pur
chase the tape from Nancy Madigan, 

Award 

This year, 1, 11 4 entries were received in 

52 categories. Cynthia Branigan's arti cle, 
"On Death , Dying, and Dogs" from the 

summer 2000 issue of CG, won in the 
Editorial/Opinion Piece/Essay category. 
Also winning a Maxwell Award in the 
si ngle-breed pet gu ide category was Sue 
LeMieux 's book, The Book of the Grey
houlld, THF Publications. 

5727 Pickering Ave. , Whittier, CA 
9060 1 for$IO. 

Whether you use the tape for your 
own viewing pleasure or as an adjunct 
to " Meet and Gree ts" or other public 

awareness events, you and the general 
public will see for yourselves just how 

smart , funny, and responsive Grey
hounds can be . The ed itor gives thi s 
terrific tape a " thumbs lip." 
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fUNDING 

ASPCA Grant 

For the fourth consecutive year the 
American Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelly to Animals is offering grants of 

up to $2,500 to ass ist adoption/rescue groups 
in plac ing reti red Greyhounds. The total 
annual amount distributed is $25,000. If 

your adoption group is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofi t 
organization that has been in existence more 
than one year and places more than 12 Grey
hounds annually, you may be eligible for 
an emergency or capital improvement grant 

from the ASPCA Greyhound Rescue Fund. 

DEDICATION 

Pet Cemetery 
On September 10,2000 (National Pet 

Memorial Day), Buffalo (New YOIX) Grey
hound Adoption, Inc., in cooperation with 
a local pet cemetery. held a dedication cer
emony where the memo
ries and lives of the retired 

racing G reyhound can be 
cherished and honored. A 
special section in Pine Rest 
Pet Cemetery, 757 Seneca 

Creek Road, West Seneca, 
NY, was dedicated to the 
lives of retired racing Grey

hounds and their families. 
During the ceremony, a 

crowd gathered for the 
unveiling of a li fe-s ize 

bronze statue that stands 
guard over the area of plolS for Greyhounds 
and their fellow pet "siblings." Many peo

ple, with tears in their eyes, laid roses at 
the base of the statue in remembrance of a 
special Greyhound who touched their lives. 
A gazebo, small creek, and beautiful flow

ers compliment the area. There are two 
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For more information or to obtain an appli
cation, contact Jacque Schultz at 2 12-876-
7700 x442 I or jacques@aspca.org. Please 
remember to leave your address and daytime 
phone number. 

plot sizes avai lable with room to expand. 
Once news of the special Greyhound 

section spread, the cemete ry fie lded 
numerous te lephone call s. 

"There has been a very big response 
from the Greyhound people," said 

Thomas Jordan, vice pres ident and gen
era l manager of the pet cemetery, which 
has been owned by his family since 1960. 

The cemetery dates 
back to 19 15 orig inall y 
and was moved to its 

present location in 19 19. 
The cemetery holds the 
distinct honor of being 

the only one of its kind in 
the immediate Western 
New York area. Among 

the pets buried at the 
cemetery are a World War 
I mascot and a gorilla 
who traveled with a c ir

cus and got s ick on the 
way to Buffalo. 

Buffalo Greyhound Adoplion Inc. is 
a non-profit organization, comprised of 

vo lunteers who, for the past ten years , 
have dedicated their time and energy to 
fi nding lov ing homes for the re tired 

rac ing Greyhound . 

TH E GALGOS 

Need Your Help 
Donate Your Leftover Medicine and Supplies 

Suzanne Stack, DVM, is organiz

ing an ongoing collection of medicine 
and medical supplies to be donated to 

the Spanish Greyhounds. She will send 
your donations to European Greyhound 
refuges such as Scooby, GIN (Grey

hounds In Need), Alicante, and Ire land. 
These places are all operating on shoe
strings and will use anything you 

donate. Please save this notice because 
the time will likely come when you 
have something to donate. As Dr. Stack 

says, " It beats watching that $25 
bottle of pills rot on your shelf." 

Please mail medications and med

ical supplies to Suzanne Stack, DVM, 
16790 S. Ave A, Somerton, AZ 85350. 

Collar and Muule Drive 
Calling a ll adoption groups! The 

Spanish Greyhounds need your extra 
muzzles regardless of condition, as well 
as any extra safety-slip and martingale
style coUars and raincoats your group or 

adopters can spare. If your adopters can 
supply you with their extra equipment, 
please gather and box it for shipment. 

Send to: Greyhound Friends of 

North Carolina, 2908 Oak Ridge Road, 
Oak Ridge, NC 27310. 

GFNC plans to ship supplies to its 

affiliate in Barcelona on an ongoing 
basis. There is no time limit on this 
d rive. For more informat ion , call 

GFNC at 366-643-0233. Please visit 
the Greyhounds In Need website at 
www.greyhoundrescue.co. uk. Their 

e-mail is jill@greyhoundrescue.co.uk. 
Thank you in advance for your time 

and effort on this project. 
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booktalk 
ByMa~ Bauer 

Greyhound Books for Young Readers 
The selectioll a/Greyhound-specific books is increasing alld it's nice to see that children's 

literature has lIot been left behind. The books reviewed here are intendedjor yOll llg audiences 
bllt make enjoyable reading for people of all ages. All jOllr /zm'e a similar theme - the main 
character is a Greyhound who has rull its last race (lnd is adopted illfo a loving /ami!y. The 
books are written from the Greyhou/ld's poillf of view alld despite similarities, each allthor 
draws UpOIi her OWl/ e.\periellces and creales a unique 5101)'. No age range is indicated/or the 
first ,hree books. Howeve/~ ,he/our/II is recolI/mellded/or readers ages 4 to 8. 

By GinllY Anne Folkman 
Illustrations by Chrysa Neas 

~======E!!D ==:bO! 
1"~ ' I:: ' S ' 5 

Twiggy, Story 01 a Greyhound 
BI Ginnl Anne fol~man; iIIuSlrate~ hi Ch~sa Neas 
Imerald ~ess II 9941: ISBN 0·9644470.0.1 

As the story unfolds, Twiggy loses her last 
race and is worried about the future. A family 
adopts her, although Mikie, the son, thinks 
she is sk inny and ugly. The plOI inc ludes 
moments of drama and tension, but the story 

ends happi ly for Twiggy, who wins the healts 

of everyone in her family, including Mikie. 
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This is one of the first-published contem
porary chitdren's books about Greyhound adop
tion. It 's a story with action that moves right 
along. TIlC illustrations are appealingly bright 
and colorful and enhance the sense of activity. 

Folkman gives Twiggy human quali ties 
and uses the dog to ask readers to under
stand how it feels (0 be different. She suc
cessfully uses the animal's poin t of view 
wi thout being condescending. 

In spite of its attributes, this story CO I1 -

tains a controversial element that may raise 
the hackles of many Greyhound people: 
Twiggy is off-lead several times. In fact, the 
fina l chapter requi res Twiggy to be 
unleashed. As savvy Greyhound people, we 
might need to suspend cri ticism on this point 
and simply apprec iate the story. 

Snowflake, Another Greyhound's Story 
By Ginny Anne folkman; illusllated by Chijsa Neas 
[mera ld Press (19911; ISBN O·9fl44410+0 

The stol)' of Snowflake, the author's sec
ond Greyhound, is a case study about the life 
of a racing Greyhound. It begins at Snowflake's 
birth and continues through her ttaining. a brief 
racing career, and finally adoption. 

Folkman's word choice and sentence con
struction make the book clear and easy for chil
dren to understand. Layout and design are 
pleasing, with Neas's soft-toned illustrations 
appropriately placed to complement the text. 

Folkman devotes two-thi rds of this book 
to the business of Greyhound racing using per
sonable, likeable characters. She explains the 
experience of Greyhound adoption and iden
tifies true- life individuals. Graciously, Folk
man establishes her cred ibi lity by acknowl-
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edging the help of several experts in the Grey· 
hound community. 

The infomlat ion Folkman provides about 
Greyhound racing and adoption is woven 
into a sweet story. While the reader is not 
shielded from the upsetting reality about the 
[ullIre of some Greyhounds, Folkman is not 
explicit on this issue. The author's purpose 
is clear; she is trying to educate her readers. 
For some, the information may be old. For 
those families new to Greyhounds, this book 
is a valuable teaching tool. 

~~; FINDING 
',."", A F AM I L Y 

' y 
Tan Tisopuios 

"'" Rob Tokar 

Finding a Family 

... pOr1ion 01 (he p ror«:d. dOli. 

book l<doouIod to rlndln& "" ..... 
holllM 10< <flinn, ,,,,)'hound ... 

By Tara nsopulos; illus trated by Rob Tokar 
Great Dog Publishing Claremont CA 119991; ISBN 0·961B051·0·B 

Much to his dismay, Buddi's racing 
career is over. Rather than risk losing the 
next race, Buddi grudgingly chooses a fam· 
i1y instead so he can retire as undefeated 
champion. Although Buddi adjusts to his 
new life, he decides to return for another 
race. Of course, there is a happy ending and 
Buddi does go home again. 

Fillding a Family is nicely illustrated 
with large drawings that have realistic char· 
acter representa tions. The story is enter· 
taining and creatively written with a little 
suspense thrown in. Buddi thinks and plans 
using everyday language that will appeal to 
young readers. The vernacular is not offen-
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sive and gives Buddi personality. 
The author, who self-published the book, 

hopes it wi ll be the first in a series about the 
adventures of Buddi the Greyhound . Her 
goal is to promote awareness of Greyhounds 
and raise money to benefit adoption efforts. 
A portion of the proceeds from each sale is 
donated to Greyhound adoption. 

Dasher Gets Adopted: A Story of love, Trust and Family 
By Julie Hatley; illustrated by Shay Jones 
Shine Publications: Issaquah, WA 110011; ISBN 0·91051 BB·0·3 

In this channing story, Hadley helps heryoong 
audience understand the difficulties Greyhounds 
face as they adjust to home life. She uses many 
examples of the unfamiliar objects, such as stairs, 
windows, and lamps that retired racers may 
encounter. Without preaching, the author places 

Dasher in situations where many of the "dos and 
don'ts" of Greyhound adoption can be applied. 
llrrough trial and error, Dasher overcomes her 
fears and learns to love and trust her new family. 

Dasher is a very clean and simply illustrated 
book. The text, in large type with lots of wltite 
space, is not daunting to beginning readers but 
may seem babyish to older children. The illus
trations employ cheerful colors and sharp con
trasts appearing on pages opJX>Site the text so that 
a young child, sitting next to the reader, can eas
ily look at tile pictures while listening to the stol)'. 

Hadley has a message for her audience: show 
compassion arxI patience with others as they adapt 
to new situations. Set in the context ofGreyhOlUld 
adoption, the broadermessageisa way of teach
ing children respect for all living things . • 

Mary Bauer is a CG Magazine adoptiolls editor 

Dasher 
'Gets ·Adopted 

A story of love, trust, and family . 

By Julie Hatley Illustrations by Shay Jones 
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herohounds 
By Linda Hestianna 

and Colleen Gonzales 

Tales of Two Heros 

Willy the Speaking Greyhound 
It was Christmas Day, 2000. Early in the 

morning, my daughler and I look Willy (AM 
Wilbert) and our fosler hound for their mom
Lng walk. We hadn't fed them yet because we 
planned to Jet them romp for a while in our 
condo's basketball court . As we rounded the 
fence corner at the top of the hill , the dogs 
alerted and stared intently into the woods 
behind the court , pacing exci tedly back and 
forth . Suspecting a neighborhood cat was 
about, we also looked. To our swprise. we saw 
four men, dressed in camouflage gear, sneak
iog around in the woods. They were silently 
motioning to each other. pointing to the 
ground, and shifting their positions so furtively 
that I became uneasy_ Then I noticed their 
weapons. I couldn't tell iflhey were rifles or 
bows. Regardless, they were on heavily posted 
land, and within shooting distance of us! 

Marena whispered, "I'm scared. C'mon, 
Mom, let's go home." J considered the 
options. If I went home and called the 
authorities, by the time they'd get there the 
men would be gone, our Christmas play ses
sion would be ruined, and I 'd feel afraid 
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every time we went up there. Confronting 
four anned men was out of the question. I 
decided that I really just wanted them to 
leave. TIley hadn 't seen us yet, and I thought 
Willy 's big-dog bark could make them nerv
ous aboul being discovered and chase away 
any game they might be pursuing. 

I whispered, "Willy, speak!" He barked. 
"Yes! Speak!" He barked again with each com
mand. He seemed happy 10 obey and yel he 
had big question marks in his eyes as if to say, 
"Gee, Mom, what's the big deal?" The next 
time I looked down the hill, the men were mov
ing away, into the woods, out of range. 

We had a wonderful romp on the snowy 
basketball court after that, and when we got 
home Willy ate a special breakfast and extra 
treats. I made it a point of telling this story to 
everyone who had ever told me I was crazy for 
teaching Willy to speak. Our big guy came 
through for us that day, and we're grateful. 

Lillda HeSlimma /in'S ill Merrimack. N.H .. lI'ilh hcr 
&mghrer Marclla. Wifly, Hal (a CIIrrem/oslcr) (llId 
assorted lropicalfish. Shc is also Ihe IICII' cditor of 
Greyhound Tails, Ihe qllarterly lIews/elter of CPA· 
CNNC (Celllral New Hampshire Chapter). 

Tali's Tale 
Our 9-year-old-Greyholll1d, Tall ,joined 

the fami! y last September. He'd never shown 
a lot of interest in going into Ollr son Tony's 
room, bUI several weeks ago he became 
obsessed with entering. Once inside, he'd 
look and sniff behind Tony 's cOllch, which 
doubles as his bed. This was amusing at flfSt , 
but since Tony works nights and sleeps days, 
Tall 's whining at his door quickly became 
annoying. It didn ' t take long for us to dis
cover what the problem was. 

One day my husband , Michael, came 
home and heard Tall 's whining and barking 
all the way down in the carport. He went 
upstairs to find Tall with his nose almost 
shoved under Tony's closed door. He 'd been 
scratching at the door trying to open it or to 
wake up Tony. Tall knew something was 
very wrong. 

Michael opened the door and discovered 
the room wi th filled wi th smoke. He woke 
Tony, ushered him out of the room, and began 
to search for the cause _a baseboard heater 
located behind the couch. Although the con
trols were set at "off' and the heater hadn ' I 
been used for a year or so, apparently enough 
heat was being generated to start melting the 
faux -leather cover of a beanbag chair shoved 
up against the heater. We couldn 't smell it, 
but our smart , beautiful Tall could! 

Tall received lots of hugs that evening 
and was served a hero's meal of fresh ground 
turkey and chicken mixed with fresh veg
gies, yogurt and kibble. I also baked him 
special peanut butter dog cookies, and he 
got an exira one thai night ! 

Colleell Gonzales is Ihe office mallager/receplion· 
iSI for a properly IIIallagellll'l/I compally alld /i\>eJ 
ill Se{/ II/e wilh her hllsballd, SOli . alld Tall, 11'110 she 
descri/)es as beillg "0 real cOl/ch pOlmo, willi bOlilS 
of,Jllpp)'·/ike ellerg),." 
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halloffame 
BV [aurel E. Drew 

Mutton Cutlet, Father of the Track Greyhound 

B
orn in 1921 , Mullon Cut le t was not 
considered one of the best coursing 
Greyhounds in England, although he 

was the runner up for the Waterloo Plate in 
1925. Shortly after that he was purchased 

by Tom Morris and put to stud. Surprisingly, 
he is best known for his successful Irish off
spring rather than his English ones. He was 
retired from coursing shortly after his suc
cess in 1925, and began a long and even 

more successful career as a si re. He pro
duced pups, many with the "Cutlet" name, 
from 1928 to 1935. 

Mutton Cutlet first made his name in Ire
land by siring coursing stock such as Keen 
Girlie and Porthes, who in 1928 took first 
and second places in Ireland 's most impor

tant puppy event, the National Breeders' 
Stakes. You should know that in coursing 
and racing, "puppies" are usually 18 months 

of age or older, not what most of us usually 
consider as puppies. 

For the seven years Mutton Cutlet was 
an active sire, his progeny dominated Irish 

coursing. Of the 24 winners and runners-up 
(second place) for the Irish Derby and the 
Oaks coursing events, no less than 13 were 

sired by Mutton Cutlet, and he also si red 
several of the semi-finalists. 

Was that enough for this vaunted sire? 

Nope! His excellent daughter, Monologue, 
not only won several prestigious coursing 
events in Ireland , she also won the Irish 
Derby and the Easter Cup at Shelbourne 

Park racetracks in 1932. Monologue was 
only one of his pups to serve as a link 
between coursing and racing. For example, 

his son, Stylish Cut le t, won the Fourth 
Grand National in 1930, and his daughter, 
Faithful Kitty, won the Oaks, proving her

self the best bitch of that year. These suc
cesses aren ' t too surprising as Mutton Cut
let's s ire, Jamie, was also s iring track 
winners at the time. 
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More winning descendents would soon 

accrue to the Mutton Cutlet name, particu
larly Future Cutlet, a brilliant son (out of dam 

Wary Guide) who won the Laure ls in 1931 
as a puppy. Soon afterward, Future Cutlet 
secured a place in the public's heart recently 

vacated by Mick The Mille r. In 1933, Future 
Cutlet beat another Cutlet son, Beef Cutlet, 

by just a head for the Derby. Beef Cut le t at 
the time was the newest Irish star and winner 
of the Laurels and Welsh Derby of 1932. Like 
his sire, Future Cutlet left some very large 

paw prints to flU. He was the winner of four 
classic races- a record number- and only 

once failed to place in his career. Physically, 
Future Cutlet was a handsome brindle of 
beautiful proportions. H. Edwards Clarke, a 

noted Greyhound man and author of several 

books on the breed states that he could have 
easily won in the show ring had his owner 
been so inclined. 

It 's also interesting that Mutton Cut let, 

like the famed Tumble Bug', another Hall 
of Fame dog, stamped all his winning off-

spring with his color- brindle. Tumble Bug 
was a black dog, and all of his pups but one 

were also black. Mutton Cutlet also was 
impressive in another way. He sired his last 
litter at age 13, and in that litter was the 1937 

Cup winner, Ocean Monarch. 
How does Mutton Cutlet tie into our 

American Greyhounds? He is forefather to 
most of the major track racing lineages in 
the U.S. through such imports as Upside

down*, another Hall of Fame dog and one 
of the greatest producers of bitch lines in 
the U.S. Mutton Cutlet also produced Mor
daunt*, another import , and G.R. Angela 

who is behind the Pres ident Day line. He 
also appears in the pedigrees of Bella '5 

Prince, Glenbawn Lass"', Lucky Roll, and 

many others whose innuence on American 
breeding has been tremendous. For all these 
successes and more, Mutton Cut let was 

inducted into the International section of the 
Greyhound Hall of Fame in 1974. I 

" denotes (Jogs imponed to the United States . 
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livingwithgreyhounds 
By Ma~ Pat Parkhill 

Onyx: Eggplant to Blossom 
Agility as a bonding tool 

Onyx came in to my li fe January 7. 
2000, but the story rea lly began four 
months earlier. Onyx had the misfor

tune of not working out in her f0n11Cr home 
and was returned 10 the Nittany Greyhound 
Kennels in September 1999. A petite, young 
female who had mastered House Manners 
101 , she really shouldn', have had a problem 
being readopted. But maybe there is some
thing to this theory about black dogs and 
people not liki ng them. Miz Black Onyx 
was not yet readopted. The people at the 
kenne l loved her, especially for her smile. 

At the same time, a gent leman who is 
deeply involved with Greyhounds told me 
about a cute little black girl with the great 
big smile in the Nittany kennels. I wondered 
why he even told me about her because I 
was involved with another adoption group. 
I already had two fairly YOllng, healthy girls 
of my own. I was not looking for a third 
Greyhound. 

Tragedy struck in December 1999 when 
I lost unexpectedly my beloved 5-year-old 
girl , Topaz, to liver disease. I was devas· 
tated. Within weeks, I began asking around 
for available dogs. My brain told me I was 
looking for a second dog, but my heart was 
looking for my departed heart Greyhound. 
On one of these quests, I asked th is gentle
man if he knew of any girl that had a smile. 
I was in need of a characteristic that Topaz 
had: her smile. He immediately reminded 
me about Onyx. She smiled and had 
been waiting in the kennel since Septem
ber, even though she should have been an 
easy adoption. Her name was that of a gem, 
just like Topaz. Karma, I said to myself; 
she was meant to be mine. 

So, I picked up Onyx in January, 
although 1 really wasn't ready yet. She may 
have smiled like Topaz, have a gem name 
like Topaz, but my hearl was st ill broken. 
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You can 't open up the door to the heart if 
the hinges are broken, so Onyx started her 
new life in a home that was nice and warm, 
with a big backyard, doggie door, great food, 
a companion Greyhound, and a kind human, 
but there was no love. Bonding was non
ex istent. I likened her personality to that of 
an eggplant, as she dealt with this loveless 
environment by just exist ing. 

By March, I decided that I needed to do 
something to force myself to bond with her, 
so we enrolled in an obedience class even 
though she was obed ient in every way. We 
needed to do something that she and I could 
do together without my other Greyhound, 
Brindle. When we first entered the training 
room, her tai l was tucked way under her 
belly. She shook so hard the floor vibrated, 
but she still sm iled. We started working on 

the obedience commands. The trainer does 
not push for Greyhounds to sit, but I told 
her I had seen Onyx sit naturally. So we tried 
a method to make her si t on command. She 
screamed so loud the rest of the class looked 
at us as if we had just broken her leg. Since 
she was afraid, we nixed the sit command. 

As each week progressed she began to 
enjoy the classes. Nothing was mastered, 

but most everything got accomplished. She 
would down on command, but not instantly. 
She heeled very nicely, but was still too 
afraid to sit. After the six-week course, she 
was starting to listen to me and to enjoy the 
outings we were having. She would not 
sleep in the bedroom with Brindle and me 
and would not play with toys; she was sti ll 
the household eggplant. 

By April , I enrolled Brindle in the inter-
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mediate agility class. During one class, I 

asked if I could try Onyx on some basic 

agility to see if she might be interested. The 

simplest obstacle to maste r is the tunnel 

which when fully collapsed, is only about 

two feet long. She shook so hard from fear 

that I though t she was going to shake the 

pictures off the wall. Having no reason lO 

be so afraid , we coaxed and pushed her 

through the itty-bitty tunne l. She got a treat. 

Oh, the joy of mastering that obstacle. She 

was ecstatic; she just bounced, she smiled 

and twirled that Greyhound twirl. We 

decided to repeat that exercise. Her ta il was 

sti ll between her legs, she st ill trembled a 

bit, but no pictures fell off the wall . It did

n't take as long thi s time around, and she 

was just as happy as when she first con-
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quered it. We repeated it and she went right 

through like a pro. The instruc tor and I 

looked at each other and we said , "Mmm

mmaybe." 

Brindle was hospitalized for almost three 

weeks during the summer and Onyx got some 

very needed one-an-one time with me. For 

the flISt time she got to be on the couch where 

Brindle usually was. Onyx had always been 

invited onto the couch, but she chose not to 

join LIS. For the fi rst time, Onyx slept on the 

bed with me. It was during this period of time 

that she sta rted to realize that she had the 

whole acre backyard to herself to run around 

in. She started daily runs a ll by herse lf. I 

watched her from a window or the front yard, 

and I enjoyed her delight , but she still didn 't 

play with me, nor did she come into the bed

room once Brindle returned, My little egg

plant was a loof, but starting to blossom. 

August came and it was ag ility time

this lime with Onyx. As we ente red the same 

room where we learned obedience she 

instantly recognized he r instructor. Onyx 

gave her the biggest smile she could muster. 

With each obstacle she was introduced to, 

she showed less apprehension. A big o bsta

cle was the sit , which we never mastered in 

obedience. She needed to be able to sit on 

a table to the count of five. So at home, we 

diligently worked on gell ing Onyx to learn 

how to sit. During one particular agility ses

sion, while the instructor was working with 

another dog having problems, I took Onyx 

aside and asked her to sit on the rug while I 
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held a treat in my hand. It look a while, but 

she got the message. Afte r several repeti 
tions, we went to the hard table and worked 

on it there. By the end of lhe night we were 
getting instant sits on the hard table. 

Now came the biggest obstacle for large 

dogs, the "dog walk ." Although Onyx was 

doing well, she was still very timid. The rest 

of the class consisted of ve ry large dogs, 
except for a Jack Russell. The Jack Russell , 

being a small dog, did the "dog walk" with 

no difficulties. For larger dogs such as the 
Gennan Shepherd, Bemese Mountain Dog. 

and Akita, the 6-inch wide dog walk is to 

them, a scary ti ght rope. The in structor 
worked close ly and carefully with each dog. 

Expecting Onyx to have a lot of trouble, we 

summer 2001 



· one-on-one time in a flower garden. --
were last. When our tum finally came, l got 
up confidently, told Onyx "dog walk,"and 
proceeded to introduce her to the long nar
row walk. She went up, over, and down 
without a blink, hesitation, or quiver. Ta da! 
She has mastered all the obstacles and the 
instant sit and down. 

In intennediate agility, we work on dis
tance obedience, where I command her from 
far away which obstacle she is to perform. 
She needs to work on her stays and her 
enthusiasm. Right now she gets so excited 
that she just starts running around, smiling, 
and trying to fi gure out where to go. She 
hits the table with such speed she slides off, 
but that should improve with time. Our plan 
is to do competit ive agility. 
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With successful ag ility classes behind 
us now, she has finall y blossomed. She 
sleeps in the bedroom at night , taking turns 
with Brindle sleeping on the bed with me. 
She has started doing a version of ''Timmy's 
in the well," a routine copied from the old 
Lassie series where she grabs my hand and 
leads me around the back yard. She also 
instigates play sessions wi th me by grab
bing one of myoid garden gloves, whose 
partner I mowed to ribbons, and running 
around enticing me to chase her. Onyx also 
discovered the joys of lure coursing and is 
excelling at it. 

Onyx met the ocean at the last Dewey 
Beach Greyhound Gathering. She was fas-

cinated by it and started to chase the waves. 
At one time, she got too close to the water 
and was overwhe lmed by a wave. Non
plussed and soaking wet, she continued to 
chase the waves. Of course, I got wet try
ing to keep up with her. 

h took a year of work from both of us for 
Onyx to come out of her shell and for my 
broken heart to begin mending. She is blos
soming into a very playful Greyhound. She 
is no longer my eggplant. She has turned 
into my little blossom .• 

Mary Pat Parkhill is a new regular cOl/tributor to 
eG Magazine. She lives iI/ N ew]ersey with 111'0 
Greyhounds, Br;ndle and Onyx. She;s (Ijreelance 
I'o/unteer. helping wh;che,'er /oatl group;" need of 
her he/pat the t;me, flerl'olimleeracI;v;t;es ;nelude 
f ostering. meet and greels, alldfundra;s;lIg, 
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behavior&training 
By Marlene Keay Stachowiak and Jo Ellen Woll 

For a number of years in the 1980's a 
dog writer, Dr. Henn David. used his 
bully pulpit in DOG World magazine 

to urge the development of a test to evaluate 
the basic manners level of training and, to 
a lesser degree. the temperament of the aver· 
age American dog. He wanted very much 
for theAmerican Kennel Club (AKC) to be 
the organization to bring this about. 

Why was David so ardent a campaigner for 
such a test? During that decade the first eff011s 
to enact breed specific laws limiting owner· 
ship of or banning cCltain breeds of dogs at the 
community level, emerged. David knew that 
very few dogs of a given breed are inherently 
dfUlgerous. Animal rights activists were begin· 
ning to demand local laws to limit or prohibit 
all breeding of dogs and cats. David recog-
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nized that something had to be promptly done. 
He wanted to allow everyday dog owners to 
demonstrate clearly that they were responsi
ble dog owners whose dogs were safe and 
polite members of the community. 

For several years, the AKC, then a some
what less than activist organization, resisted 

this program because it would need to rec
ognize dogs who were not just purebreds. 
Encouraged by members of the dog fancy 
who agreed with David and assisted by 
notable trainers, James Dearinger put the 
development of sllch a program into action. 
Dearinger, a popular member of the AKC's 
senior staff, was in charge of all things related 
to the sport of canine obedience. His position 
and personal popularity were exactly what 
were needed to implement this program. 

In 1988 the first version of the Canine 
Good Citizen (CGe) test was field tested 
by loca l dog clubs. The word quickly 
circulated that this was a great final exam
ination for obedience classes, and that the 
opera tion of the test was feasible for the 
average local dog club. it became an offi
cial AKC program in September 1989 and 
has become the framework for a number of 
entry-level dog obedience classes. 

Until the advent of the CGC, the majority 
of basic obedience classes in the United States 
were based on the fonnal commands of the 
obedience trial ring: come, sit, down, stay, and 
finish (a command to return the dog to the 
owner's left side with the dog and owner) and 
perf0ll11ing a figure eight pattem around two 
people. Rarely was attention given to teaching 
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canine behavior, responsible care and man
agement of dog nutrition, or how to apply the 
class' lessons to real life, such as how to stop 
Rover from jumping up on everyone and cure 
other problem behav iors. 

Today a scarce twelve years later, that 
entry-level obedience class is most often struc
tured to prepare a dog and owner for real Ii fe. 
Trainers have discovered that dropouts are 
fewer, dogs master the material they need to 
know, and owners are much more aware of 
the needs of both the pet dog and their neigh
bors. They value the CGC, probably the only 
honor Rover will ever earn, because it brought 
them from a dog who was a nuisance and 
rascal to a great partner. 

All dogs, whether they are pure breeds like 
Greyhounds, or mixed breeds who mayor 
may not be registered with various organiza
tions, are eligible to earn a Canine Good Cit
izen certificate. A dog who has earned a cac 
is more a statement about the dog's human 
companion than about the dog himself. 

Dr. Mary Burch, AKC Director for the 
cac program, stated that she was exci ted 
about the way our dog club administered test
ing during her observation at the Peach Blos
som Cluster of dog shows held yearly each 
April in Georgia. A description of the CGC 
test and the parameters in which the testing 
is done within the AKC's guidelines follows. 

The CGC test does not resemble a for
mal obedience test. It simply shows that the 
handler and dog may go out in public and 
not be a nuisance to other people or dogs. 
In most cases, a CGC certificate is required 
to get dogs into different facilities such as 
nursing homes, schools, and a few other 
places that would require some kind of cer
tification or training. 

Treats, toys, and clickers are not per
mitted during testing. The dog is not to be 

"lured" into a behavior; the dog needs to 
cooperate completely with the handler. All 
tests are performed on a leash for the safety 
of the dog. Special training collars are not 
permitted during testing. Using such train
ing devices gives an edge to the handler and 
fail s to display the good marulers of the dog 
and its human companion. If the dog fail s 
an exercise he must pass the retest during 
the specific testing time. Should the dog 
need to have more training and need to come 

A well-behaved, well·watthed group. Ma~ene Stachowiak wi~ Sage and Spice. Sam Fulton wi~ Starman, ~rginia and Rebecca eolflesh wi~ Pay Day. Susan Colflesh wi~ Bonsai, Jim Fulton wi~ Gracey, Dan 
and Brenda Drake wi~ Mu~hy, and young Ryan Greene under ~e A·frame. 
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back on anot her day, the entire CGC tes t 

must be repeated. 
Owners with disabilities are encouraged to 

p311icipate. Minor adjustments may be made as 
needed to accommodate such indiv iduals. 

When registering to take the cac test, you 
must be prepared to show the dog 's rabies tag. 
inununizations, and dog licenses, when appli

cable, in sa id County or State of testing. 

Test 1. Accepting A Friendly Stranger 
The evaluator will not interact with the 

dog but witt shake hands and speak with the 
handler. The dog wi ll be expected not to 
show more than normal curi os ity. Thi s 

means keeping demanding paws and pushy 
noses off the tester. A slight touch with the 
nose would be acceptable. 

You could give your dog 311 advantage by 
warning him ahead oftime by saying "easy" or 
"sit" and "slow down" as you approach the 

tester. The dog must not be on a tight leash, but 
a slight tap on the collar would be acceptable. 

A tight collar would show only that you 
are strong enough to hold onto your dog . 
Should you accidentally drop the leash, your 
companion G reyho und will take off and 

endanger his life. Greyhounds have mar
velous brains. Let them take some respon
sibility. Love your dog enough to teach this 

lifesaving skill of loose- leash control. 

Test 1. Sitting Politely for Petting 
The stranger will pet the dog and move on. 

This takes about 15 seconds. TIle handler may 

gently touch the dog to encourage a sit. Grey
hounds will sit if taught correct ly and gently. 

Test 3.Appearance and Grooming 
The evaluator will comb or brush soft ly 

and examine the ears lightly. The handler 
may pick up the front fee t so the evaluator 

may touch .he pads and fool briefl y. The 
dog may be in a stand , sit , or a down when 
this test is administered. The dog is expected 

not to show resentment or shyness to the 
extent that he will not allow the examina
tion. This is considered a difficult test, but 
for most G reyhounds it 's a breeze. 
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Test 4. Out for a Walk lWalking on a loose leash) 
The dog may be on whatever side the 

handler prefers. The evaluator will have the 
human-dog team make at least a ri ght tum, 

left turn , and about turn , wit h a stop in 
between and one at the end of the "walk." 
The handler is encouraged to talk to the dog 

and give voca l praise. The command to sit 
may also be given, but the dog does not have 
to sit when the team comes to a stop. The 

dog is expected not to pu ll but 10 come to a 
stop. The dog does not have to be perfectly 
a ligned as in competit ion, but there should 

be no doubt that the dog is walking with and 
responding to the handler. 

Test 5. Walking Through a Crowd 
This s hows tha t the dog may move 

pol itely and under control in public places. 
The dog and handler will walk around and 
pass through a crowd of at least three peo

ple. Part of the crowd may be standing still. 

Test 6. Sit and Down on Command/Staying in Place 
The hand ler may repeat commands 

numerous times and use hand signals. A slight 
touch to encourage the dog or to give gentle 

guidance may be used; however, no force by 
pushing or harsh collar correction will be used. 
For example. pulling the dog's front legs out 

from a sit posi tion is unacceptable. 
The staying in place portion may be tested 

Jo Wolf and her Border Terrier meet Sam Fulton and his Grey
hound. demonstJ"ating test eight-that Starman can get along 
with a non-Greyhound. 
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in one of two ways. The tester may hold on to 
the leash while the handler walks 20 feet away, 
tums and renlms to the dog. This shows that the 
dog maybe left with someone else to hold the 
leash without trying to leave the spot where 
he was left. With the second method. the tester 
replaces the leash with a 20-foot line. The han
dier walks away while holding onto the line 
and returns. The dog is expected to remain in 
place only as long as it takes the handler to go 
20 feet away and return immediately. If the 
dog changes position. such as stands when the 
handler told it to "down" but docs not "travel" 
or go to the handler. it will meet the require
ment to successfully complete this test. 

Gley~ounds like Saga whn are bonded with their owners will 
jump thJDugh hoops for them. 
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Tesl 7. Coming When Called 
The handler may leave the dog in any 

position. If a dog attempts to fo llow when 
the handler leaves. the evaluator may dis
tract the dog (e.g., petting) until the handler 
is to feet away. The handler then turns to 
face the dog and calls his dog. The handler 
may bend down to call the dog. and use other 
motions and encouraging sounds. but the 
dog may not be reeled in with the leash. 

Tesl 8. Reaction 10 Another Dog 
The dog should behave politely around 

other dogs. This docs not mean that the dogs 
may bound up and shove their nose into 
another dog's body. Two people with their 

dogs approach each other, stop, shake hands 
and speak to each other, and continue on. 

Many Greyhound handlers have unin
tentionally taught their dogs to be rude. To 
be honest, it does not take a lot of encour
agement for most Greyhounds to be rude in 
their enthusiasm for social encounters. Il 
simply is not polite to rush up and shove 
one's face into another's without some intro
duction or invitation to do so. 

Test 9. Reaction to Distractions 
Some dogs are more sensitive to sound, 

and others are more sensitive to visual dis
tractions. For this reason one of each type 
of common distrac tion should be used. A 
visual distraction could be a person using 
crutches or a wheelchair or a person jog-

ging. A sound distraction could be the clat
ter of dropping a clipboard or a pan at least 
fi ve feet from the dog. 

Test 10. Supervised Separation 
The handler hands the leash to the tester. 

The handler then leaves and goes out of sight 
for three minutes. The dog should maintain 
his good maMers. This means he should not 
keep trying to pull away nor continually 
bark, whine, or howl. 

It is important that the tester does not 
take the dog from his owner and leave for 
the out-of-sight area. This may put too much 
stress on the dog and would introduce a dif
ferent set of dynamics. 

Most Greyhounds are accustomed to dif
ferent people holding their leashes. Occa
sionally, a dog will overreact to a separa
tion. Once the dog has learned to trust you 
and his confidence is built up, the separa
tion in this context is usually eliminated. 

Copies of the AKC Canine Good Citizen 
Program Participants Handbook are available 
from local dog clubs and private training 
schools. For extra assistance, contact the 
American Kennel Club, Attention: CGC, 5580 
Centerview Drive, Suite 200, Raleigh, North 
Carolina, 27606, phone (919) 233-9780 . • 

Marlene Keay Stachowiak has beell teachillg obe
dience since J 962 alld serves all the Board of Direc
tors of the National Association of Dog Obedience 
IlIStmcto/'s (NADO I) and also serves {IS a Board 
Member of Therapy Dogs Ilic. Mar/I'llI' was all abe
{Iiellce il/Sln/clorfor Club CanillO de Panama all(/ 
the Pal/ama Canal Chapler. She has beel/ a mem
ber of the Dancing Greyhounds Drill Team alld is 
{III Americall Kennel Cillb Obedience Irial jlllige. 
She has trailled more Ihe 10,000 dogs ond handlers 
olld is the owner anti direclor of lae-Mar-S Academy 
o/Dog Obedience (websile: II'wwjaemars.com). 

10 Ellen Waif took her first dog to Oil obedience class 
ill 1976 alld has been active illihe sport of dogs 
since 1983. She is a sta!f instmcfor!or l ae·Mar-S 
Academy of Dog Obedience alld a tester/observer/or 
Therapy Dogs IlIcorl)Orated. She is 0150 all instl"llc
tor as \\'ell as Trailling Directoralld Public Educa
tioll Coordinator for the Aiken (SC) Dog Training 
Cll/b. Her breed of choice is Border Terriers . 

cgmagazine 19 



1_-----..:a=d=oQtionh istory 
By Patricia Gail Burnham 

Saving The Presidio Greyhounds 

In the summer of 1989 I received a phone 
ca ll from Susan Netboy. She had learned 
Ihat the LettemmnAnny Research Faci lity 

in the Presidio of San Francisco had obtained 
20 Greyhounds and were about to do medical 
experiments on them. She wanted public 

demonstrations against the use of the Grey
hounds. At that lime, however, Greyhound 

adoption was not common and she needed 
Greyhounds for the demonstrations. Since she 
showed Salukis and I showed Greyhounds at 
dog shows, she thought of my dogs and me 
when she needed Greyhounds. 

The first demonstration was on short 
notice and fa irly small , just a few dogs and 
a dozen people, But. as word got out , the 

demonstrations got larger. The Presidio 
looked more like a park than an Army base. 
T here were no guard stations at the gates. 
On weekends it was fu ll of San Franciscans 

searching for a li ttle open space with trees 
and grass. You could spend hours there with~ 
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out seeing an Army uniform but you could 
hardly fai l to be impressed by the quaint 
Victorian homes buill to house officers of 

an earlier century. (The Presidio has since 
been abandoned by the Army and become 

part of the Golden Gate Recreation Area), 
The two modem features on the base are a 
new fast food hambu rger res taurant d i s~ 

guised as nat ive architec ture and the Let~ 

tennan Anny Medical Center, which looked 

like any hospital. But it wasn't, Letterman 
did offer normal hospital care, yes, but it 
also had a more sinis ter side: The Letter~ 

man Army Institute of Research. 
What the Institute researched was com~ 

bal casualty care, That sounded fairly inno
cent. Nobody could object to caring for com~ 

bat casuahies. The problem was that without 
an active war there was a shortage of com~ 

bat casualties to care for. So if you wanted 
to know if a new method or treatment works, 
what could be done? Personally I like the 

idea of sending a team to the Middle Eas t 

to help with casualties that really need care, 
but that was not happening, What was hap
pening was retired racing Greyhounds were 
about to be made the subject of military 
trauma research. 

The researchers' a im was to find a faster 
way to heal broken bones and return so l ~ 

diers to active duty in a shorter period of 
time. The means, in this case, was a study 

that planned to take 100 Greyhounds and 
operate on them to saw through about a half
inch of their femurs (thigh bones) and inject 

a "bio-synthetic compound" developed by 
a private company with the hopes healing 

would accelerate. The dogs would then be 
destroyed at va rious times so the femurs 
could be removed and broken in a standard 

testing machine and the researchers could 
measure how strong they were. 

1l1is infonnation was pieced together since 

the researchers had not released the protocols 
and were a little uncomfortable at the attention 
they had att racted. What we d id know was 
they were starting with a pilot group of 19 
dogs. When that information reached the 
sighthound and animal rights people, the result 
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was a call to picket Lettennan. Our second 
demonstration was on Sunday, August 13th. 
This time I took along my camera. 

I arrived to find a heartwanning group of 
people with a lot of varied backgrounds. There 
were sight hound fanciers complete with 
everything from a retired racing Greyhound 
and a pound rescue Greyhound to a Whippet 
and an Azawakh. With my three dogs and 
Sheila Grant's Arriba, there were four show 
champion Greyhounds. Along with the dog 
fanciers were animal rights people, some of 
who were probably seeing Greyhounds for 
the first time. It made me feel rather good 
about people. Here were dozens of people 
spending their Sunday in defense of one of 
the least defended of dogs, ex-racers. 

There were people from Sighthound Res
cue, Vigil for Animals, In Defense of Ani
mals, Animal Rights Connection, NARF, 
and DlAAR, which I was told , meant 
"Dying Individuals Against Animal 
Research." These people provided the ulti 
mate rebuttal of the argument that animals 

should die in research labs so people could 
live longer. Actually what people generally 
object to about lab research is rarely the 
death involved, but the amount of pain 
inflicted prior to death. Nobody was saying 
the Greyhounds they were sacrificing would 
save lives. Even if the compound was a suc
cess, the goal was to get wounded soldiers 
back into battle sooner than would be pos
sible if they healed naturally. 

The picket signs ranged from, "Your tax 
dollars were being used to mutilate animals 
here" through "SAVE THE GREY
HOUNDS," to "No experimentation with
out representation."The signs looked rather 
incongruous draped over the cannons that 
face outward from the Presidio entrance. 
The dogs, however, were easily the hit of 
the demonstration, patiently putting up wi th 
endless ci ty dwellers' hugs and television 
interviews. After picketing the Presidio 
entrance for a while we moved the demon
stration down the street to Lombard Avenue, 
which is the main highway through the Pre-

sidio to the Golden Gate Bridge. 
The Presidio was actually a nice place to 

picket because after a couple of hours of 
demonstrating and talking to the media, we 
would walk our dogs to Chrissy Field on the 
San Francisco Bay and let them run on the 
beach. Then we would walk back through the 
Presidio to our cars. The funny thing was that 
while we had to demonstrate outside the main 
gate, the Presidio is open to the public so, once 
we stopped demonstrating, we would walk 
through it. On one of these walks back 1 took 
pictures of the people and dogs in front of the 
Lettennan Research Facility. Another advan
tage of picketing the Presidio was the easy 
access to wonderful San Francisco restau
rants for an after-picket lunch. By the time I 
crossed the Bay Bridge to head home in the 
evening after the second demonstration, the 
radio stations were already broadcasting news 
items about the demonstration. 

Apparently that sign about tax do llars 
made the news, because the next week it 
was announced that the pilot program was 

JrnJ I -----

L 

DemonsbaloB begin to gallier in Iront of the Letterman Army Researcll Facility in S~ mncisOl. 
I 
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THE PRESIDIO DOGS 

The Faces of Medical Research 
The good news came on a Thursday: Lellerman Army Research Cenler had decided 10 release Ihe 19 racing Grey

hounds Ihey had been holding for medical experimenls (nol Ihal Iheywere proposing 10 abandon Iheir project). Gen
erals on Ihe Easl Coasl had made il clear Ihey did nol inlend 10 lei mere public oUlcry deler Ihem from purchasing an 
addilional19 Greyhounds al a laler dale 10 perform Iheir experiment. Bul Ihe currenl dogs were going 10 be released 
lor adoplion. Eleven days earlier, Ihe Ihird and largesl public demonslralion had laken place, and Ihe release of Ihe 
dogs gave me failh in Ihe power of Ihe press and Ihe general public 10 have an effecl on Ihe government's aclions. 
Laler I learned Ihal, while all of Ihose melhods may have helped, whal Iriggered Ihe release was Ihe lawsuil filed by an 
In Defense of Animal's allorney wilh aulhorizalion from Ihe dogs' regislered owners. 

The day of Iheir release I was obligaled 10 slay al work for a meeling so I couldn'l allend. Afler Ihal meeling, I sal 
down and wrole Ihe slory "The Chrislmas Rescue Greyhound" which combined whal I had learned aboul Ihe Presidio 
dogs wilh Ihe slory of Ihe adoption of my first Greyhound from Ihe Sacramenlo Humane Sociely in 1969.11 is a slory 
Ihal has been quile popular wilh adoplion readers Ihrough Ihe years. 

Two days aller Iheir release I wenl 10 Ihe Marin Humane Society 10 pholograph Ihe dogs and lake Ihem each a syn
Ihelic fleece and sluffed dog loy. I make Ihe lays, which are a fool long version of a calnip mouse. For two monlhs we 
had been pickeling oulside Ihe Presidio's walls, Irying 10 save dogs we had never seen and, if Ihe Army had ils way, 
mighl never see. Now Ihal Ihey were oul, I was eager 10 see jusl whal we had been fighting for. 

II was a lovely and rewarding day. Sheila Granl wenl wilh me 10 help walk and pose dogs for pholos. When we gal 
10 Ihe Marin Humane Society Sheller, Doug Brooks, anolher show Greyhound fancier, was helping walk Ihe dogs. The 
dogs were all males. (The Army has always preferred boys; racing bilches are loaded wilh arlificial hormones 10 keep 
Ihem out of season.) The dogs were generally aboul 2 years old, allhough Ihe youngesl was only 1 year, and Ihe two 
oldesl were gray-faced 4-year-olds. They were charming. Each 01 Ihem was differenl in personality, bul each well worlh 
Ihe fighl 10 save Ihem. My hearl parlicularly wenl out 10 Ihe 4-year-olds. To gel 10 Ihal age in Ihe racing business a 
dog has 10 have raced successfully for al leasl Ihree years. These two dogs had won Iheir owners lois of money and 
Ihey deserved beller Ihan 10 be sold into research. I have a soff spol for aging Greyhounds anyway. They malure into 
a calm and level headed middle age wilh grace and charm. The dogs' names were culled from incomplele regislration 
inlormation and collars Ihal mayor may not have been on Ihe righl dogs. A 101 of Ihe dogs may have swapped names 
along wilh Iheir collars during Iheir lab slay. 

CuUer: My favorile was 
Culler who raced as Medora 
Culler. Once a black-masked 
sable red, now his black mask 
had graytld out. He walked on 
lead as profesSionally as if he 
was being paraded 10 Ihe posl, 
and he posed for my piclures 
as if he had been doing il all 
his tife. Agenlleman of Ihe old school, I asked if I could 
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adopl him, bul Susan had 
anolher home in mind for him. 

Jupiter: The olher old
timer was Jupiter who was 
equally calm and palienl, Ihe 
hallmark 01 Greyhounds over 
3. Jupiler proved successful 

rarers can come in all sizes. While Culler was a snail dog, 
Jupiler was bigger and more heavily boned. He sporled 
Ihe black slripes of a red brindle. 

Stripes: The youngesl
acling dog was Siripes who 
rated briefly as Green Grocer. 
Bolh names fil him. He had a 
101 of slriptls and he evidently 
ale very wetl indeed. He was 
easily Ihe shortesl dog, bul he 
was also decidedly plump. He 
acted so much like a puppy thai 
il was hard 10 believe he was really 2-ytlars-old. He was 
Ihe only dog who successfully outwilled my pholography 
allempls, gelling in a puppy wiggle each lime I Iripped Ihe 
shuller. Thai was a pity because he had my vole as having 
Ihe loveliesl face. Of course, the facl I have a dog al home 

wilh the idenlical face may have biased my judgment Wl'<n 
we walked Ihe dogs in pairs, Doug look Siripes while I had 
Tiger, bul Siripes kepi shying away from Doug and Irying 
10 reach me. I suggesled we change dogs and Siripes 
molded his shoulder 10 my leg and leaned. Iialer advised 
Susan lhal Siripes should go 10 a lady owner since he had 
such a strong preference for women. 

Tiger: The youngesl dog 
was Tiger, a gold colored 
brindle. The incoming idenli
ficalion on him noled his 
prelty face, and indeed he was 
prelly, affhough he seemed 
more serious than a Grey
hound Ihal young should be. 
I would have eslimaled his age 
al2 or 3 based on Ihe absence of puppy enlhusiasm. I 
found out laler he was one of Ihree Ihal had come from 
a kennel wilh a repulalion for harshness. 

Stroke: A second dog from Ihe same kennel was 
Siroke, an odd name for a dog unless il was based on 
Ihe movie Sfroker Ace. Thai may weff be, because Ihis 
dog was a darling. He was a rawboned, masculine, sil
ver brindle, and probably would be most peoples' choice 
for Ihe leasl handsome dog in Ihe group. In addilion, he 
was sporting a plush winler coal Ihal was beginning 10 
shed oUI (in Oclober) while everybody else was sleek 
and smoolh. I looked al Siroke and sized him up as a 
slrong and probably slrong-minded dog and was sur
prised 10 find him a bil of a wimp. For a big dog he was 
a lillie apprehensive aboul being oulside wilh me al first. 
Laler, when I heard aboul his former kennel's harshness, 
his caulion made sense. As ",warmed up 10 me he lurned 
out 10 be a comedian, a dog wilh an unlikely sense of 
effin fun and a winning personalily. I could only hope 
some prospective owner could see pasl his exlerior 10 
Ihe genlle and amusing inner dog. 

Winston and Domino: 
On Ihe whole Ihe dogs were 
an allractive group. Winslon 
and Domino, nearly idenlical 
blacks, looked like Erte design 
subjecls. TOOj were classically 
beauliful dogs Ihal should be 
slandingaroundwilh fashion 
models inslead 01 ending up 
in a laboralory. 

Buster: Similarly, Iherewas also a malched pair 01 
fawn dogs. The smaller one was adopled while I was lak
ing pholos. Hewenl home wilh a couple Ihal raised Whip-
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pets. t was a tittte sad not to 
get his picture because he had 
a lovely lace. But the remain
ing lawn, Busterturned oullo 
be a model that would warm 
any photographer's heart. The 
mix 01 creams and grays and 
pale gold co lors in his coat. 
combined with his alertness 

and talent lor posing, made him a photo natural. 

Bea: Bea raced as No 
Regrets and was one 01 two 
lIashy particotors in the group. 
He could pass lor a show dog 
in any company. A good
sized, levelheaded dog, he 
posed readily, he even staci<ed 
lor a show type photo. His 
color alone was attractive but 
his calmness appealed to me. I keep his photos to con
lound people who say that show Greyhounds and rac
ing Greyhounds are separate breeds. Most show lolks 
readily identify Bea as a show dog and I am sure il he 
had gone to a show home, he could have linished his 
Championship with ease. 

Mr. T: The other particolor 
was equally lIashy, a white dog 
with bright red body color, but 
there the similari~ ended. Mr.T, 
who raced as Here Comes 
Trouble, was a dog with a very 
distinct and lorcelul personal
i~. He wasn't mean, just very 
sell-assured, amused at the 

world, and on top 01 it. Sometimes this point 01 view 
can be misunderstOOd as aggressive, but it isn't. l ance 
owned a bitch like this, one who was lirmly convinced the 
world revolved around her. She was one 01 the easiest 
dogs to train because she would accept a lot 01 discipline 
without it putting a dent in her sell-esteem. Usually 
in training Greyhounds you have to be very carelut not 
to discourage or damage their sell-conlidence and that 

means you can't correct them very allen. Similar in their 
sensitivi~ is the Irish Setter. One 01 my early obedience 
teachers was a man who root up with an Irish that had gone 
through three homes and was considered an untrainable 
runaway until he met the right man. They started 
obedience class together and it turned out the dog had the 
determination to stand up under a lot 01 corrections. He 
became a top obedience dog wi th dozens 01 perlect 200 
point sco res to his name and the pair had a long and 
successlul obedience career. The owner had to remodel 
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his living room to hold all the trophies. There are places 
lor dogs wi th strong personalities. The trick is to match 
them up with the right owner. 

Mars: Another dog with 
a lot 01 energy but with not 
quite such a high opinion 01 
himsell was a very heavily 
striped red brind le called 
Mars. He raced as Shmohauk. 
He looked like a younger ver
sion 01 Jupiter and they might 
have been brothers, sharing 
a sire back at a breeding larm, as well as similar names. 
Mars was l-and-a-hall years younger than Jupiter and 
was a dog with the energy to do well in open lield or lure 
coursing. He was so dark as to almost be what is some
times called a black-brindle where there are so many 
black stripes that the illusion is one 01 a black dog with 
thin red stripes. 

Sox: The complete 
reverse 01 this was Sox, a 
small golden dog with about 
six black laint stripes on his 
body. He was the lightest 
marked brindle dog I have 
ever seen, with more stripes 
on his lace than on all the rest 

01 him. Basically, it made him a golden dog with a stray 
stripe scattered here and there on his body. His was 
another 01 the pretty laces. 

Catcher: Sox's kennel 
mate was anolher small boy, 
and yel anolher dog wilh an 
advanced sense 01 humor. 
Calcher raced as Catcher in 
the Rye. As a comedian, his 
one upturned ear with the 
missing tip suited him by giv
ing him a whimsical, engag
ing expression that matched his playlut personality. 

Spack: The last dog was another with distinctive 
ears. He raced as Stow Bid and was called Beau, but the 
workers at the Presidio gave him the name that stuck. 
With his lean, intelligent lace and his one vertical ear, 
they renamed him Spack. In photographing him, we 
lound when cu rious, he tilts his head to the side, the 
Greyhound equivalent 01 the Vulcan Mr. Spack's lamous 
raised eyebrow. 

By the time I arrived, lour 01 the dogs had been moved to less crowded animal shelters. I did not get to see Chester, 
Bobby, Oll ie, and the brindle with the collar shaped neck scar (evidence 01 a collar having been lell on too long while 
he was a growing puppy). What I did see were 15 charming dogs that were well worth the two-month light to save 
them. That made me worry about the chance the Army woutd lullitt its threat to continue the experiment using other, 
equally charming retired Greyhounds. Did these dogs deserve to have their thighbone sawed through, and to be ki lled 
two months later so the heat ing 01 the bone could be tested? I don't think so. 

t will give the Army credit where it is due. The dogs they released were in splendid condition. There are two main 
dillicullies in kenneling Greyhounds lor long periods. They have to have soli bedding and exercise. II they lie on hard 
surlaces they develop ugty pressure sores like bedsores. "they are not exercised, their body muscles atrophy and 
they degenerate into lur-covered skeletons. I had talked to the pubtic relations ollicer at the Presid io about those two 
peculiarities 01 Greyhounds and he had assured me that they were being walked daily within the building. And, as part 
01 a hospitallacility, they would have access to the synthetic lIeeces that are used to prevent bedsores on hospitat 
patientsand that are the best Greyhound bedding, sofland unchewable.1 was still surprised and gratelul at linding the 
dogs in such good shape, because it is easier to lind adoptive homes lor dogs in good condition than lorskinny, ulcer
ated ones. In lacl, lar Irom being thin, most 01 the dogs were good weight and three 01 them were positively plump. It 
was due to all that good Army chow. 

Lastty, someone in the Army deserves a word 01 thanks and congratulations. Someone at the rank 01 Cotonel or 
General had to take responsibil ity lor the decision to release the Greyhounds. Contrary to their advertising, the Army 
is not an organizati on that rewards personal iniliative. You have 10 gel quile high in Ihe hierarchy 10 lind individuals 
wilh Ihe inilialive orconlidence 10 make lough decisions. I have usua lly lound Ihat il you can get lar enough up Ihe lad
der you can lind thaI person. t only hope Ihere was somebody even lurther up who canceled Ihe whole program, or at 
leasl banned Ihe use 01 pel animals like dogs and cals lor Iheir experimenls. 
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being started with only six dogs instead of 
19. (The 20th dog was a 2-year-old who had 
died of erlich ia canis, a tick-born parasite, 
while at the Presidio.) Now the Arnly said 

they had private funding for the six dogs 
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they were planning to use. That rai sed an 
interesting question. Who sponsored the prj· 

vate funding? The logical guess would be 
3-M, the company that was trying to develop 
a market for their biosynthetic compound. 

This was not the first lime bone· healing 
compounds had been tested. While the cost 
estimates for thi s study had not been 

released, a study in 1986 est imated a cost 
of $ 15,000 per specimen for the surgery and 
research. If those figures were still true, then 

the full study of 100 dogs would have cost 
$ 1.5 million, of which the chemical com

pany would have paid only the fITst $75,000. 
One al1y was Annette Lantos, wife of Con

gressman Tom Lantos. She was concerned 

not only about this experiment but about the 
other lab animals there, including primates. 
However, the Pres idio wasn ' t in her hus
band's district. The Congresswoman from 
San Francisco was Barbara Boxer. Because 

funding for the Anny comes from Congress, 
Army officials are very sensitive to con
gressional requests. Congresswoman Boxer 
wrote a leiter 10 Ihe Anny officially request
ing a li st of the Greyhounds' ear tattoo num· 
bers. The li st was received in September. 

Susan Netboy used the ear tattoos to trace 
the legal owners and started calling them. 
Some of those owners were very surprised 
to d iscover thei r dogs were at the Army 
Research Center. There were owners who 

thoughllheir dogs were still running on the 
track. Other owners had given the dogs into 
supposed pet homes, or to be llsed as long

tenn blood donors. One owner had shipped 
dogs from one track to another only to have 
them not arrive. Instead, one of the miss ing 

dogs had turned up at the Presid io research 
lab. Most of the owners were sufficien tly 

irritated to s ign affid av it s allowing In 
Defen se of Animals to sue in their behalf. 

The lawyer filed a lawsui t in Federal Court 
and obtained a restraining order to keep the 

experiment from proceeding. The fact that 
the Army didn't own the dogs was news to 
the Army, which had bought them from a 

USDA dealer. With ownership of the dogs 
in quest ion , the Army released them for 
adoption in October. (When the Anny left 

the Presidio, the Letterman Arnly Institute 
of Research (LAIR) was moved to Ft. Det
rick on the east coast where they planned to 
continue the experiment wi th new dogs. ) I 
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Hungry, thirsty, tired, and aU alone. The 
Greyhound's eyes opened and he 
gazed around wearily. Something had 

woken him, but he wasn '( sure what. Then 

he realized he smelled something. Smoke. 
Cooking smoke, like the smell from the fires 
his master would ignite. Standing, the Grey
hound raised his head, snifflng delicately at 

the air, trying to decide where the odor orig
inated. He began moving towards the smell , 
mainly traveling on the paths, sometimes 

pushing his way through the brush to keep 
on a more direct line with the scent. Occa
sionally he would stand still, head up, nose 
twitching as he moved his muzzle back and 
forth trying (0 capture the aroma. Then he 
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PART II 

By Maureen Nelms; Drawings by Bruce DeKing 

would start again. following his nose. His 
mouth started to water as the smell grew 

stronge r. There was meat cooking some
where ahead and it was c lose. The Grey

hound increased his speed as he loped 
toward the smell. The edge o f the fores t 
carne up suddenl y, and the dog paused to 
a llow his eyes to adjust to the light. He saw 
tents, small trailers, and buses, and a camp

fire surrounded by people with sticks held 
over the flames. That wonderful aroma was 

coming from that fire. Cautiously, the Grey
hound approached the group. Standing back 
slightly he watched them. Soon one of the 

children spotted him. 
" Hey dad , look a t that dog. Hey, he 's 

starving. His ribs are a ll sticking out." 
"Don't go near him now, you don 't know 

him. Maybe he belongs to someone camp
ing here though he should be on a lead . And 

he does look mighty thin ." 
The man slid a hot dog o ul of a package 

on the picnic table and tossed it to the dog 

who snatched it expert ly from the air and 
gobbled it down. 

"Geez, he is hungry. Okay pooch, here's 
some more." 

The man tossed Ihe dog several wieners 
and a couple of buns, all of which the hound 
gratefully gulped down. The man set a pot 
of wa ter in front of the dog and while the 

hound lapped it up, s lipped a piece of rope 
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around the dog's neck. Telling the children 
to stay where they were, the man led the dog 
across a fi eld, between the campers and 
entered a small building. A sign over the 
door read Humpback Valley Camp Store. 

"Any idea where this dog belongs?" he 
asked the woman behind the counter. 

Peering over the Formica, the woman 
examined the dog. "Looks like a Whipper. 
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One of those racing dogs. Never seen it 
around here before. Where'd you get it?" 

" He just walked up to the campfire. Sure 
is thin and he was really hungry. I fed him 
already. Guess maybe I better phone the 
SPCA. Can 1 borrow your phone?" 

"No problem," replied the woman as she 
reached under the counter and lifted out a 
telephone. " J' lllook the number up for you. 

You going to tum him over to them?" 
"I don 't know. Maybe I'll just report that 

I've found him. Someone must be looki ng 
for him . He's probably a really expensive 
dog. a purebred, at least I think he is." 

The man telephoned the local SPCA, 
but found no reports of a missing dog match· 
ing the Greyhound's description. They sug
gested the man place a free ad under "Pets 
Found" in the local paper which he did leav
ing the phone number of the camp store for 
any replies. 

The man took the dog back to his camp
site and tied him to the picnic table with a 
longer rope. One by one, ail the children in 
the area made their way to meet the visitor. 
The Greyhound was in heaven. People sur
rounded him; smail hands stroked his head 
and his ears and his feet. In his exci tement, 
his teeth began to chatter. Taking this as a 
sign of nervousness, the children pressed 
closer to reassure him. Small arms slid 
around his neck and his chest, small bodies 
pressed against him . High-pitched voices 
crooned comforting words. The Greyhound 
closed his eyes in bliss. 

" Dad, hey Dad, can we keep him? 
Please?" begged a young voice. 

"We have to find out where his owners are. 
Someone must have lost him. We can', just 
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keep adog without trying to find his family." 
"But Dad , what ifno one wants him? If 

we can 't find his owners? Can we keep him 
then? Please?" 

"We'll see about that. He seems like a 
fri endly dog. lfno onc claims him, we' ll 
talk about it then, okay?" 

"Thanks, Dad. I just know that no one 
owns him. If they did,they wouldn 't have 
lost him. They'd have been more careful. 

I' ll be real careful when he's mine ," 
The Greyhound didn ' I understand the 

words but he understood the tone. He edged 

up to the young boy and slid his nose under 
the boy's hand, giving it a slight toss so it 
landed lightly just over his ears. 

"See Dad, he likes me, he wants to stay 

with us. I'm ganna call him Pal." 
The boy and dog spent every moment 

together. Momings saw them hiking through 
the fores t, the Greyhound 's rope lead 
attached to the boy's belt loop. Afternoons 
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they would race together, the boy on hi s 
bike, the Greyhound running alongside, still 

att ached to the be lt loop. Evenings they 
would spend bes ide the campfire, followed 

by nights snuggled together inside a sleep· 
ing bag. After a week passed with no 
response to his adve rti sement , the man 

decided to speak to his son about him. 
"You've taken such good care of Pal 

since we found him that I think you deserve 
to keep him. So long as you understand that 

we might still find his owners. If that hap· 
pens, we have to give him back. Right?" 

"R ight Dad. But that won' t happen. I 
know it won 't. Me and Pal wi ll be together 
always," replied the boy. "Right, Pal?" he 

asked looking down at the dog. 
The hound jumped on the boy, his 

tongue flashing across the boy 's cheeks. 

"See Dad? Told ya. Pal knows." With his 
hand on the rope, the boy and his Greyhound 
raced off across the meadow. I 

Notes: The (lllIhor e.\plains how rhis stolycame ro be. 
This srolY is ajicfiollal accom" o/wha f 1 rMllk 

happened 10 my Greyhollnd, Cajun, who 111mI'd 14 
lasl Ocrober. 1 began doillg research ollihe Calla
diall racetracks afterjillt/illg a slarvillg, IIl1l1elltered, 
lattooed Greyhollll(/ oll llallcollver islalld. The NGA 
did IIOt hm'e him registered alld 1 II'0lldered how he 
co1l1d hen'e gOlfell to all islalld sillce he sllrely did 
IIOt swim here himself. 

1 disco\'ered tlial Greyhollnds that race in Canada 
/ll IISt be registered hilt ,hat there was no way for {l/I 
IIl1sanctioned racetrack 10 check regislratiolls other 
thall wilh lattoo /llImbers. So why liar jllsllalloo rhe 
dogs alld 1101 register them? Dogs at Calladiall tracks 
are routinely destroyed or g il'ell away to til/yonI' who 
wallied Ihem, wilhollt l'irtliC of an adoptiol/ grO/lp ro 
provide edllcatiol! all how to care for (I Greyhound. 

A /lew Calladiall adoplioll grOIlI) (see illjorma· 
rial/ below) has recelllly beellformed 10 /ind respon
sible. caring homesfol' Ihese Canadil/II racers. They 
cOl/ld li se yOI//' support. 

For more illfol'lI/lIIion all adopling Ihese prairie 
racers/co),ole dogs, contact: Cindy Brooks , Bryan 
Koenen. or Shallnon Cross of Northwest Calladiall 
Greyhollnd League, Box 23365, Grande Prairie. 
Alberta, Canada, T8V7G7. Phone: (780)402- 1997. 
fax : (780)568-3423 (please pholle/il'st 10 conneCI) , 
email: koellenb@reIIiSplal/el.nef. 

, 
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u re ow Entering 
The Danger Zone 
Woodland Warnings 

Travelers in the northern and eastern 
states enjoy woodland areas with plentiful 
wildli fe . That wi ldli fe may be a problem if 
your dog is running loose. Strangely enough, 
the deer is OIlC of the greatest dangers many 

dogs will encounter. Perhaps it is their wolf 
heritage, but even the lamest of domestic 
dogs seem irresistibly drawn to chase deer 
and their kin. A fast dog can chase a deer for 
miles, across roads, over ravines , and into 
unknown lands. Da n', forget, too, that in 
many parts of the country it is illegal for 
dogs to chase deer and it is legal to shoot a 
dog doing so. 

A more familiar danger (Q your nose is 

the skunk, dubbed eli/alit dll diable-child 
of the devil by French Canadian trappers. 
The skunk ranges over most of the United 
States, inhabiting woodlands and sur
rounding fi elds. It ambles along the ground 
secure in the knowledge that it is backed up 
by the ultimate defense; the most gagging 
scent imaginable. 
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Equally dreaded is the porcupine. These 
wa lking pincushions can't "shoot" their 
quills, so most dogs oblige them by getting 
close enough for them to embed a muzzle 
full of qui lls with a slap of the tail. Aside 
from being quite pai nful and potentially 
blinding, the barbed quills continue to work 
their way ever deeper into the flesh with 
every movement. The best way to remove 
them is with a quick jerk of a pair of pliers, 
an essential tool in porcupine country. 

Porcupines are most ac tive at night. In 
winter they stay in wooded areas but they tend 
to roam into meadows in warmer months. 
Their range extends over the forested regions 
of North America south to Mexico. 

The nocturnal masked raccoon is another 
manunal that avoids dogs when it can. It can 
more than hold its own when pushed. They 
may also be carriers of leptospirosis (a dis
ease they transmit through their urine) which 
can lead to kidney fai lu re. Although they 
prefer wooded areas raccoons are so adapt
able they can be found virtually anywhere. 

They are located throughout the United 
States with the exception of the northern 
Rockies and Great Basin. 

The wolverine, too, would rather avoid 
a dog than fi ght one, but it can take on a dog 
twice its size (which is from 20 to 50 Ibs) 
and win. The wolverine's range has greatly 
decreased, and is now found mostly in 
Alaska, the Pacific Northwest, and occa
sionally the Sierra Nevada, and is not com 
monly encountered by casual hikers. 

The fi sher, on the other hand, has been 
known to seek out trouble . This brazen 
member of the weasel fam ily has been 
known to allack and kill dogs in the north
ern woods of New England, the Adiron
dacks, Alaska, and even down to Yosemite. 
Agile and neet both in the treetops and on 
the ground, nocturnal fi shers weigh only 
about 10 pounds but can take on animals 
many times thei r weight- they've been 
known to kill a bobcat or coyote in a fight. 

Black bears prefer forested areas from 
sea leve l to altitudes of up to 6,500 feel. 
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They range in patches Ihroughoulthe United 
States, but are found mostly in the 
Appalachi ans, the Rockies, and the Gulf 

Coast states. They will usually leave your 

dog alone if your dog leaves them alone. 
This ri ch assortment of mammal life 

makes the woodlands a popular area for trap

ping and hunting. In northern woodlands, 
baits set to entice fur species can tempt dogs. 
Favorite sites for traps are in ditches. Always 

keep your dog within view when in trapping 
country. Mammals also attract hunters. If a 
trigger-happy hunter can mistake a person for 

a deer, just imagine what they could mistake 
your dog for. Know your hunting seasons and 
know your hunting areas. Even when you're 
running your dog off-season in a "No Hunt
ing" area, don't forget poachers. It never hurts 

to have your dog wear a bright orange vest 
that hunting dogs wear, or a brightly colored 

coursing jacket that sighthounds wear in com
petition. Not only will these help identify your 
dog as non-game, they can help you locate it 
at a distance. 

Cougars, bobcats, rattlesnakes, copper
heads, and ticks are also found in woodlands. 

And one more warning; Although dogs 
don ' l get reactions to poison ivy or poison 
oak, they can carry the irritants on their fur 

and transmit them to you when you rub it. 
Keep your dog away from these plants for 
your own good ! 

Prairie Perils 
America's great grasslands are a favorite 

running area for dogs. The wide-open spaces 
are beauti ful , inviting, and mostly safe. A 
few precautions can make them even safer. 

The prai ries share many of the animals o f 
the woodlands and mountains, including 
deer, jackrabbits, and skunk, while adding 

bison, wi ld horses, pronghorn , and badgers. 
Most dogs aren ' , dumb enough to attack a 
bison o r wild horse, but they can chase 
pronghorn far away. Pronghorn are found 

in grass lands o f the western United States 
from Mex ico to Canada. 

The badger won' t go looki ng for a fi ght 
(but it could. If cornered it can take down a 

dog far larger than itself, and it can weigh 
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up to 24 1bs. Badgers live in plains country, 
preferring dry, open habitats ranging from 

Canada to Mexico. They are active by both 
day and night. 

Perhaps the most commonly encountered 
grassland danger is the innocuous looking 
foxtail. The fox tail is a perennia l weedy 

grass of fie lds and roadsides, parti cularly 
o f the western grass lands. Those o f the 

genus setaria are the most problematic. It is 
s lender stemmed with long, bushy flower 
spikes contain ing seeds (awns) that embed 

themselves in dog flesh. The most common 
entry site is the webbing between the toes. 
Each seed head bears small barbs that poin t 
backwards, enabling them to trave l ever 

deeper into the body, causing local irrita
tion, infection, and even organ fa ilure. 

Here. There, and Evel\'Where 
Many dangers don ' t fi t neatly into habi

tat zones. Reg ional fungi are not limited to 
the valley fever of the Southwest. Blasto

mycos is comes from fungus in so il and rot
ting organic debri s along the mid-Atlant ic 
seaboard, the north cent ral states, and the 

Ohio/Mississippi river valley regions. Histo
plasmosis fungus is fo und in the mid-west
ern and eastern states and, especia lly, the 
Mississippi, Missouri , and Ohio River va l

ley reg ions. It pro life rates in bird and bat 
droppings in mois t areas. Both are fatal 
unless treated aggressively. 

Your dog should always be current in it s 
rabies vacc inations before embarking on 

vacation. Not only do some state parks and 
all Uni ted States borders requi re p roof of 
immunization, but you can 't take the chance 

ofreveling in an area in which rabies might 

be endemic . If you plan to camp or hike, 
you ri sk coming across a rabid raccoon, fox, 
or other animal that could infect your pet. 

Because rabid animals can act fearlessly and 
be present in unusual areas, your dog has a 

greater chance o f confronting one. If you 
do see a wild animal acting strangely, get 
yourse lf and your dog away fro m it and 

report it to authorities if possible. 
Another widespread microscopic dan

ger is heartworm, carried by mosquitoes. 
Mosquitoes range over most of the United 

States, especially favoring warm and wet 

areas. Your dog needs to be on heartwonn 
preventive if you plan to trave l in almost 
any part o f the United S lales in summer 
months, and southern Georgia, Florida, and 

the Gul f states in the winter months as well. 
Ticks carry several potentially fatal dis

eases, including Lyme disease, Rocky 
Moun tain spotted fever (" RMSF"), ehr li

chios is, and babes ios is. Lyme disease is 
endemic in the northeastern states but has 
also been re po rted in most o f the United 

States. Despite its name, RMSF has been 
found in almost every state and is most 
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prevalent in the mid-Atlantic seaboard 
states, especially from April to October. 
Ehrlichiosis has been reported in almost 
every state, but most cases come from the 
southeast and southwest. Babesia is also 
found mostly in the southeast. 

Poisonous spiders, such as the black 
widow and brown recluse, are probably no 
more likely 10 be encountered on vacation 
than at home. The black widow inhabits very 
sheltered areas, such as temperate forests, 
grass lands, and deserts. The brown recluse 
ranges from eastern Texas to western Geor
gia and north to southern Illinois. 

If you' re in the south and see abnonnally 
large an thills, keep away! Fire ants are a 
species of the southeast and Gulf states, rang
ing from coastal South Carolina to Texas. 
Fire ants are aggressive and actually inject a 
tiny amount of venom into any an imal that 
encroaches upon their nests. Their stings hurt , 
and a small dog with lots of stings can die. 
Other stinging insects such as hornets, wasps, 
bees, and yellow jackets are a concern over 
most of the United States in the summer 
months. The Africanized bee, or "killer" bee, 
has spread across much of southern Texas, 
and has been spotted in southern pmts of New 
Mexico, Arizona, and California. 

Poisonous snakes and especially rat 
tlesnakes are high on most people's list of 
dreaded animals encountered in the wild . 
With at least 15 separate species, these infa
mous snakes range over most of the United 
States. The preferred habitats vary wide ly 
between species. Most prefer drier areas, 
often ret reating in burrows, dense vegeta
tion, ho llow logs, or rock outcroppings. 
Most are primarily nocturnal but may also 
be acti ve in the daylight during colder 
months. Rattlesnakes make a characteristic 
rattling sound as a warning, but unfortu
nately few dogs are warned off by it. Their 
venom has proven fatal to many dogs. 

The copperhead 's bile is the least toxic of 
the North American pit vipers, but perhaps 
the most free ly given. Although painful , 
they seldom are life threatening in a good
sized dog. Copperheads prefer rocky out
crops, rotti ng logs, or debris piles. They 
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range over most of the eastern states except 
the extreme northern New England states 
and Florida, west to south central and west 
Texas and the southern tip of Nebraska. 

Although their bite is extremely poison ~ 

ous, coral snakes have little mouths and are 
less likely to bite. They are fou nd from cen
tral Arizona to southwest New Mexico, and 
fro m South Carolina to Florida to central 
Texas. Those in the west are found mostly in 
rocky upland desert habitats while those in 
the east are also found in moist, densely veg
etated hammocks, 

The giant marine toad of south Florida 
(as well as extreme south Texas) is typically 
4" to 1O"long and is primarily nocturnal. It 
secretes a toxic substance from the large 
paratoid glands behind its eyes that can bum 
eyes and sicken dogs, even proving fatal to 
small dogs and puppies. 

A few larger animals of widespread 
United States distribution can look upon 
your dog as food. The largest North Amer
ican cat, the cougar, has been known to 
attack dogs. They range in scattered pock
ets, mostly in the western United States, pre
ferr ing areas with mountain caves, rocky 
terrain and underbrush, but also found in 
deserts , plains, mountains, and coniferolls 

forests. The smaller bobcat generally avoids 
dogs but may prey on smal1er ones. It ranges 
throughout the United States to southern 
California mld Rorida, living in a wide range 
of habitats. Even large birds of prey can pick 
up a toy dog or puppy. Keep your tiny dogs 
undercover in wilderness areas. 

Know Your Greyhound and Its Surroundings 
Despite this long list of potential dangers, 

your dog is probably just as dangerous 10 
wild life as they are to it. Don't let your dog 
destroy nature, wildlife, or any vacation spot. 
Don't take stupid chances. Even if your dog 
is street-smart and obedient at home, you 
never know what could happen when your 
dog is in unfamiliar territory. Dogs have run 
away in fright From pounding surf, strange 
sights, overwhelming tourists, or other loose 
dogs. They can become intoxicated with the 
excitement of the woods or beach. Once on 
the fun, they can become eas ily lost. They 
can give chase to wild animals that can lead 
them into the path of traffic . They can wan
der into agricultural country and be shot by 
suspicious fanners or ranchers, o r into the 
witds and be shot by trigger-happy hunters. 
Before you unhook the leash, be absolutely 
certain you know where every road is , every 
cl iff is, where every conceivable danger 10 

your dog is. 

Final Precautions to Take 
Finally, remember your dog can be in 

greatest danger while in your car. Use a cage 
or a doggie seatbelt to restrain and protect 
your dog when traveling. Don't leave your 
dog in the car in hot weather. Don 't leave 
your dog unattended anywhere, even in the 
car, where dognappers could break in and 
snatch it. Remember the most dangerous 
animal is the human. 

Oh, and what happened to Baha, my dog 
that was last seen sw imming in a gator
inFested lake? After 20 minutes of calling, I 
hiked back to my car to ge t a fla shlight. 
There he slood, dryas a bone, not bother
ing to answer my frantic call s. AI that poin t. 
I was probably the bigges t danger he could 
ever face! I 
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reCipe 
By Cynlli ia Klopler 

Celebrate Anything with a Greyhound Birthday Cake 

I 
made this cake in honor of one of my 
Greyhound's birthdays and it was a hil 

with all his human well -wishers. Easy and 
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fun to make, it can be decorated to suit a 
variety of events and occasions. 

What you'll need: 
• Doll cake mold with accompanying 

recipe 

• 2 boxes cake mix 

· 4 cups icing 

• Doll 
• Small Greyhound statue 

• Props 
• Cake board 

Purchase a doll cake kit a t a craft store 

or party store that carries cake-decorating 
suppl ies. Alternatively, you can use what 1 
did - a Pampered Chef classic 2-quart baI
te r bowl. I fo llowed the recipe on the insert 
card that came with the bowl. I chose a pre
made icing that did not require refrigeration 
so I wouldn' , have to make room for the 

cake in my refrigerator. 
I purchased the doll al my tocal craft 

store. inserted it into the cooled cake, and 
then iced the cake and the bodice of the doll . 
I sprinkled the "dress" with silver cake dec
orating balls although any ki nd of sprinkles 
wi ll do. The plastic balloon bouquet in the 
hand of the doll also came from my local 
craft store. I used a pretty iridescent ribbon 
fo r the leash and ran one end of it to the 
doll 's hand and the other to a Danny Quest 
statue that I had in my collection. Be sure 
to use a solid wood cake board covered in 
heavy duty aluminum fo il to give this edible 
work of art a solid platfonn. 

By changing props and icing color. the 
cake will be sui table for a Christmas party. 
Halloween party, G reyhound Adoption 
Reunion, bake sale, or anything your heart 
desires. Enjoy! I 

C)'lIthia Klopfer resides in AlbailY. New York willi 
her IWO ex-racing Greyho// I/ds and resclled l/alian 
Greyhollnd. 
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Which of the following scenarios describes your dream vacation? 

#1: Draped across beach chail; basting in tanning lotion . Reach down to pat 

hound's headJeel only sand and the remains oj an ovelpriced Jruit ), drink with 

soggy paper umbrella. Wonder-again-how hounds are doing in boarding kennel. Ride 

wave oj guilt . Glance down at pasty thighs. Think oj calling kennel staff again . 

Ponder whether staff's immediate recognition oJvoice is bad or good thing. Con

sider whether additional cost oj scheduling earlier returnj7ight would be offset by 

savings in boardingJees. 

#2: Awakened from deep sleep by cold pointy nose. Rearrange hounds and sleep

ing bags for extra warmth. Receive contented grunts in response . Doze. Streich. 
Crawlfrom under layers oJdown and pull on ciothes, ducking head to avoid happy 

whipping tails. Leash hounds and walk down to lakeshore to greet day. Inhale scent 

of pine trees, watch hounds watching squirrels skitter across fore st floor. Return 
to campsile, jire up stove, and enjoy steaming mug of cocoa while hounds eat morn
ing kibble . Spend Dll e more hour lolling aboH! in tent , then hike with hounds lip 
trail to wateljall . 
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Story and photos by Cindy Hanson 

I
f you are reading this magazine, chances 
are good th at your ideal getaway is closer 
10 #2. If you are skeptical about whether 

you and your hounds would enjoy a vaca
tion in the great outdoors, my goal is to con
vince you otherwise. Take your Greyhounds 
camping! Camping with your hounds is an 
advent ure, a bonding experience, and a 
blast-not to mention an ultra-cheap vaca
tion. Over the past five years, my two 
hounds and I have tent-camped in 13 states. 
out to both coasts, to southern Utah and 
within sight of Canada. Though we frequent 
state parks in our home state of Minnesota, 
we have also stayed in private and munici
pal campgrounds, county parks, and even 
in a couple of backyards. What fo llows are 
some suggestions and answers to common 
questions about camping with the hounds. 
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Two explanatory notes before we begin: 

First, the following is based on my experi· 
encecamping solo with my two Greyhounds. 

Many tasks associated with outdoor living 
are two·llanded. While the presence of another 

person in your camping party who can "hold 
the leashes for a few minutes" will expand 

your capabilities, you certainly can do this 
alone. Second, the fo llowing assumes that 

you have determined that you and your 
hounds are sufficiently fit to embark on a 
camping trip. If camping would represent a 

significant increase in your physical activity, 
check with your doctor and your veterinar· 
ian before you hit the road, 

Planning Your Trip 
What is the purpose of your camping 

trip? Do you need a cheap place to stay as 
you drive across the country? Or is camp 

the destination? Do you want to explore hik
ing trail s with the hounds? Do some fish
ing? Lie on a blanket on a sandy beach and 

read trashy magazines? Take a shower and 
do a load of laundry? Decide what you want, 
and do your research. Travel guides, state 

and national park publications, and the loter
net are excellent sources of information 
abou t campgrounds and their features. 

At a minimum , you should collec t the 
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fol lowing infonnation: 

• Exact location of the campgro und 
(d irections from main highways) 

• Camping fees (inc luding off· season 
discounts) 

• Months of operation (especially if you 
are not traveling during peak touri st season) 

• Avai lability of tent sites 

• Pet policies 
• Need for a reservation 
If you are planning a road trip, map your 

route flrst, locate the campgrounds along the 
route, and tentatively plan your stops. Leave 
your options open; while traveling with dogs, 

a day of driving may not get you as far as you 

think. Unless you are willing to detour well 
off the main highway, you wi ll probably end 

up staying at a private or munic ipal camp
ground. Some of these campgrounds are 
resort-like; some are just a place to park an 
RV for a day or two. Plan on gett ing to the 

campground before dusk so that you and the 
hounds can check the place out and you can 

set up camp before dark. 
If the campground is your destination, 

more than likely you will be headed for a 
state or national park. Most campgrounds 

at public parks welcome pets, as long as they 
are attended and on leash. There are excep-

tions; for example, Pennsylvania state parks 

do not a llow dogs in the campground area. 
On the other hand, some national parks do 

not allow dogs outside of the campground 
area. So if you have your heart set on a photo 

o f Speedy nex t to Old Faithfu l, ca ll Yel
lowstone National Park and inquire about 

the pet policy before you go. 

Assembling Your Gear 
What you bring with you depends on the 

level of comfort to which you and your 

hounds are accustomed. If you have never 
camped before, borrow or rent your equip
ment. Determine whether you enjoy the 
ac tivi ty before investing in the gear, If you 

decide to buy, you don ', need to spend a for· 
tune to acquire serviceable equipment. For 

example , my camping cookware consists 
of a small cast-iron skillet, an enamel 
saucepan, a tin plate that doubles as a pot 
lid, a plastic mug, and eating utens ils. I 
assembled this " kit" a t the local Salvation 

Anny store for a total of less than two bucks. 
The costly two-piece travel dishes that I pur

chased at the pet store went into my base· 
ment after our first cross-country trip , 
replaced by two all -purpose plastic bowls. 

I have included my packing li st at the 

end of this article as an example of what to 
bring on a camping trip. Always bring dog 
beds, dog food and treats, bowls, poop bags, 
collars with tags, leashes, and a first aid kit 

(including your hounds' medications). Carry 
coats for the hounds; they may sleep in them 

on cool nights. Bring a daypack to carry sup
p lies if you plan on being away from the 
campsite for any length of time. A couple 
of towels (one for the car, one for the tent ) 
will come in handy for wiping muddy paws. 

In addition, we never go camping with· 
out the following: 

• Collapsible 5-gallon water jug, filled 
with water from home 

• Collapsible water bowl and sport bot
tles (for time away from the campsite) 

• Bandanas (many possible uses, indud· 
ing as an emergency muzzle) 

• Anti-diarrheal capsules (in case of Big D) 
• Whisk broom and dustpan to keep the 
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tent clean (Coleman makes a nice little set 
that snaps together) 

• Six-pack of low-sodium vegetable juice 
to mix with kibble 

• Gear loft (a handy little ne •• ha. hangs 
in the top of the tent for keeping collars and 
leashes off the floor so they don't get kicked 
in the middle of the night, jingling and rais
ing unreasonable expectations about going 
for a walk) 

• Traveljoumal and camera to record our 
experiences. 

Selting Up Camp 
If you are not already assigned to a camp

site, drive through the campground and choose 
one. I always selcct a site that is a respectful dis
tance away from other campers, shaded, and 
within sight of a toilet. I let the hounds out of 
the car for a quick sniff and potty break, then 
set up the tent ruld unload our gear. I Crul put up 
my four-person dome tent in about fifteen min
utes. The hounds aren '( much help with this, 
so they wait in the car. 

If you decide to use your car as a short
tenn crate, be sensible. Keep the crate time 
to a minimum, park in the shade, and open a 
window orlwo. If the sun is shining and YOll 

are comfortable in a T-shirt without a jacket, 
it 's too hot to leave the hounds in acar. lfyou 
are camping in warmer wea ther, consider 
bringing an ex-pen or some pOitable fencing 
to create a safe place for your hounds to wait 
while you setup the tent. 

Your hounds will do just fine in a tenl. 
Think of it as a big, soft-s ided crate. Put the 
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dog beds, some treats, and You in there, and 
they're in. (That is, of course, unless your 
tent is too small ; when I set up a two-per
son dome in my dining room and the hounds 
refused to join me inside, I took that as a 
sign that I needed a bigger tent.) If you want 
to be sure before your big trip, pitch the tent 
in your backyard and spend some time in 
there with the hounds or do a one-night "trial 
run" at a local campground. 

When I've fini shed setting up camp, 1 
usually take the hounds out for a walk 
around the campground to give all of us an 
opportunity to check the place oul. 

Cooking Can Be a Challenge. 
I love the smell of a campfire, but I find 

that cooking over a wood fire with hounds 
in tow is quite a challenge for a solo camper. 
Setting and tending a fire is time-consuming 
and requires two hands. Furthermore, the 
unpredictable direction of smoke and sparks 
can be dangerous for the hounds. I will only 
cook over a wood fire if the hounds are 
safely stowed in the tenl. As an alternative, 
I recently bought a small , efficient back
packing stove that does the job quickly. 
However, I usually bring food that doesn't 
require cooking: energy bars, trail mix, dried 
fruits/meats, and so forth. 

Your hounds may be a little finicky about 
their food , due to the change of scenery and 
the unfamiliar smells. If they are, try feed 
ing them inside the tenl. If not, a picnic table 
bench makes a nice tall stand for the food 
dishes. I always bring a six-pack of small 

cans of vegetable juice to make their camp 
chow extra-yummy; I split one six-ounce 
can between two hounds for each meal , 
eliminating the need 10 refrigerate an open 
jug of juice. 

Be sure to wash the dishes and pick up 
stray kibble so you don't attract other ani
mals to your campsite. For the same reason, 
promptly dispose of food waste in the des
ignated dumpsters and store your food in 
the car rather than in your ten!. 

Bedtime 
Being creatures of habit, your hounds 

will want the sleeping arrangements in the 
tent to be similar to whatever they have at 
home. In my house, my hounds sleep on my 
bed; Herman curls up against the headboard 
with his head on my shoulder, and Hattie 
snuggles in against my legs. On my first 
camping trip with the hounds, I brought a 
one-person camping pad and a mummy sack 
for me and an orthopedic dog bed for each 
of the hounds. I laid out the three beds next 
to one another. The hounds were up all night 
jockeying for posi tion . By morning, I had 
a twisted sleeping bag and a sore back, and 
Hennan had the camp mattress. 

Since then, I've learned how to amUlge the 
sleeping area to accommodate the three of us. 
I lay out the mattresses and cover mine with a 
sheel. l pu. my duffel bag a •• he "head" of.he 
mattress so that Hennan has something solid to 
lean against (like .he headboard a. home). 
Instead of crawling inside my sleeping bag, I 
unzip it and use it as a blanket. I bring several 
fleece blankets from home so Hattie can nest 
in them. On cold nights, the hounds sleep in 
their coats and I throw the blankets over all of 
us. This works really well. We can share 
wamlth ruld the hounds don't argue over who 
gets to be closest to the human. 

Assume that somebody will need a potty 
break during the night; keep leashes, poop 
bags, your pants, and a fl ashlight handy (the 
gear loft is a good place for this). 

Your hounds might be initially intrigued 
by the activity of nocrumal animals, but they 
will probably take your cue and ignore them 
if YOll do. 
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Having Fun 
You 've anived. set up camp, eaten sup· 

per, and spent your first night in a tent with 
the hounds. It's morning ... now what? If 
you're on a road trip and you 've got some
where to be by nightfall, feed and walk the 
hounds, break camp and get going. If you're 
sett ling in for a day or two, relax and consider 
the possibi lities before you. You did some 
research before you selected this campground, 
so you know what the surrounding park has 
to offer. If you haven '( already done so, stop 
by the office and pick up a park map. Ask the 
ranger if there are any must-see features of 
the park, and whether they recommend walk
ing or driving to gel to them. 

OUf activities on camping trips have been 
varied. While trail hiking is our primary 
activity, we've also explored ghost towns 
and old batt le siles, joined a guided walk
ing tour, lain on a blanket and fallen asleep 
in the sun, played in the surf, watched a 
movie in an outdoor amphitheater, and just 
sat around camp, reading, and relaxing. 

If you 've brought a travel journal and/or 
a camera, set aside some time to record your 
experiences. Writing in your journal by 
lantern light j ust before bedtime is a nice 
way to re flec t upon your day's adventures. 
If you bring a camera, be Sllre to take some 
pictures of your camping party as well as 
the beauty around you (a self-timer is handy 
if il 's just you and the hounds). 

I enjoy camping with the hounds for a lot 
of reasons. It 's fun to watch them experience 
outdoor living, whether they' re sniffing wild
flowers or flicking their ears at a critter rustling 
in the bushes. It's an opportuni ty to spend a 
largely uninteffilpted stretch of time with them. 
I also find camp relax ing because it is simul
taneously simpler and more complicated than 
life at home. The absence of many modem 
distractions focuses my attention on the essen
tials: food, water, sleep, shelter. However, the 
logistics of each of these is more challenging 
than they are at home. A typical evening might 
unfold as foUows: prepc'lre and eat a meal, read 
and relax in the tent while the hounds digest, 
walk the hounds to the dumpster near the park 
offi ce to unload the dinner trash, stop at the 
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toilet , walk down to the Jake to watch the sun
set, detour back to the dumpster to toss poop 
bags, and return to the campsite to hunker 
down for the night. No computer, television, 
or telephone-just the hounds and me in a tent. 

Being Neighborly 
Most campers are very friendly. They' re 

re laxed; they' re on vacation. I have found 
that walking Ihrough the campground can 
be very like an impromptu meet-and-greet , 
with campers (particularly very young ones) 
coming out to see and pet the hounds. 

As a solo traveler, I find that the hounds 
can act as either invitation or barrier to social 
contact. Many people are interested in the 
hounds, and they assume thai dog-owners 
are friendly. If I make eye contact, usually 
people will stop and talk and pet the hounds. 
If I am not in the mood for conversation, I 
keep my focus on the hounds and generally 
people leave me alone. 

1 have never had any trouble with "unwel
come attention" at a campground, and I've 
never felt unsafe as a solo camper. Part of that 
is because I camp safely: I plan ahead, arrive 
before dark, and choose a campsite within 
sight of other occupied sites. All of this is just 
common sense and knowing not to put one
self at risk. However, I also be lieve that my 
hounds do add a sense of security. Would they 
come to my rescue if I were in danger? I don't 
know, but on our very first overnight trip at a 
local county park, I was awakened by both 
hounds standing at attention and growling. I 
put on my glasses and saw a light bobbing 
away from the tent-probably a fellow camper 
who had inadvertently stumbled through our 
campsite on the way to the toi let.l had never 
observed my hounds exhibiting protective 
behavior before. I was impressed! Sure, trav
eling alone with two dogs can be a challenge. 
But would I have visited all of the places I 
have without them? Not likely-traveling with 
them feels safer and is much more fun. 

Vacations are more enjoyable when 
you 're with the ones you love. Take your 
Greyhounds camping. They wi ll have a 
good time, and so wi ll you . • 

Packing list 
First aid kil 

Flashlight 

Matches 

Camp slove/fuel 

Cookware/utensi ls 

Liquid soap 

Food 

Gear lolt 

Whisk broom/ 
dustpan 

Tent 

Ground cloth 

Sleeping pad 

Sleeping bag 

Sheet 

Blankets 

Lantern 

Towels 

Pillow 

Camp chair 

Collars/leashes 

Dog coats 

Dog beds 

Dog dishes 

Collapsible water 
bowl 

Dog food 

Poop bags 

Dog medications 
(prescriplions, 
Pepto Bismol) 

Sport bottles fil led 
wilh water 

5-gallonjug 
of water 

Polar fleece coat 

Hi~ing boots 

Rain coat 

Hat 

Day pack 

Underwear, wool 
socks (1 pair 
each per day 
of trip) 

T-shirts (1 per day 
of trip) 

Shorls (1 per 2 
days of trip) 

Flannel shirt 

Long pants 

Toiletries bag 

Allergy medication 

Bandanas 

Unbreakable 
glasses case 
(and/or second 
pair of glasses) 

Chapstick 

Sun block 

Insect repellent 

Camera and )jIm 

Reading material 

WalleVmoney/ 
credit card 

Campground 
information 
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I
' share my home with two lovely, golden

age, Greyhound girl s. Carrera is 12-and

a-half years old , and Patches turned 12 
last August. Another wonderful Greyhound, 
Amber, shared a special part of her li fe with 
us a few years ago, before losing her battle 
w ith osteosarcoma when she was just shy 

of 13 years. Our youngest Greyhound, Joy, 
is the kid of the house. Joy is 7 years old 
going on 18 months, carrying on the true 
spirit of Peter Pan. Two cats and a cockatoo 
balance the Greyhound contingent. Dan, my 

husband, tries his best to balance me. 
Having accumulated time and experi 

ence with older Greyhounds and learning 
much in the process, I'd like to pass on some 
of what I' ve learned to other Greyhound 
owners. As more of the rescued Greyhound 
population ages, Greyhounds approaching 

thei r senior years w ill benefit fro m the ir 

owners' advance knowledge of some of 

these changes. 
First , never hesitate to call your veter i

nari an for a hea lth issue. That minor stom

ach trouble that your Greyhound breezed 
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through at 8 may have a more serious impact 

when he or she is 12. Ditto with those pass

ing aches, pain s, and muscle pull s. They 

take on a diffe rent importance as our pets 

get older, and a good veterinarian with geri

atri c sensitivity is a necessity! 

Having said that, the fo llowing are some 

observat ions and what I 've learned from my 

experiences with our Golden Girls. 

Changing Dynamics 
A younger Greyhound Ill ay dethrone an 

ag ing Greyhound. Be sensitive, not just to 

the shift in power, but al so 10 possib le 

depression in your fomler top dog. Provide 

an extra measure of love and affection. Your 

Greyhound may expe rie nce thi s change 

gracefully, but with a great deal of sadness. 

Othe r recommendations for dea ling with 

depress ion frolll Warren Eckstein , nation

a lly recognized pet psychologist, include a 

bit o f vari atio n from established routines 

and ex tra attention in the fonn of brushing 

and g rooming. Be aware of chang ing 

dynamics if an older G reyhound weakens 

due to age. Younger Greyhounds, both in 

the fami ly and those you meet, may reac t 

by growling at your older Greyhound. It 's 

not unnatural for a healthy G reyhound to 

want to di stance itself from an o lder, weaker 

dog. M ake sure there's an area where yo ur 

senior can re treat to w ithout having to deal 

with a "young whippersnapper. " 

Changing AClivily Level 
Stay in tune with your older Greyhound's 

walking needs. That two-mile jaunt up hill 

and down dale may be more than he can 

handle in later years. Continued exerc ise is 

important , but be ready to make a shift to 

slightly shorter walks or cover level terri

tory rather than tackling hills. Let your Grey
hound show you his limits. 

Changing Diet 
Weight loss may develop. An aging body 

no longer uses food as effic iently, which is 

sometimes coupled with diminished inter

est in food. If there is no med ical reason for 

weight loss, try di fferent things to re -spark 
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some interest in daily meals. Our regular 
veterinarian, Dr. Scot! Weldy, of Lake For
est, California , recommends a sprinkle of 
garl ic powder, Pannesan cheese or butler
flavored granules on kibble. It may make 
old, dull, kibble taste like a new treat. Other 
dogs require a little more coaxing; try adding 
some tuna fish, yogurt, or cottage cheese to 
their standard food. Older dogs may prefer 
eating alone to the distraction and challenge 
of eating with other dogs. 

Changing Senses 
Noticing a diminished sparkle in your 

Greyhound's eyes? Failing vision can be a 
Ilonna] part of ag ing. Your Greyhound might 
seem insecure or hesitate in fonnerly famil 
iar places. You may notice your Greyhound 
"hugging the wall" as it travels up and down 
stairs, or through Ihe house. Carrera's eye 
care speciali st, Dr. Paul Jackson of Santa 
Ana Heights, Califomia, told us night vision 
might fade first. Provide nighl -lights, or 
leave on a dimmed hall light in pathways 
your Greyhound may travel at night. tfyou 
move furniture, dog beds, or other "fixed" 
objects, give your Greyhound a guided tour 
of the new layout during bright daylight. If 
you have more than one dog, spread your 
dog beds out a bit ( this helps avoid the 
chance of an older dog not realizing another 
dog already occupies a particular bed, sav
ing a few growls and hurt feelings. Hearing 
may fade too, but sometimes hearing loss 
might be a bit selective. Consider testing a 
dog that stops coming when called ( open 
the cupboard and lightly rattle the box of 
dog biscuits! If your dog mi sses this cue, 
make positive eye contact whenever possi
ble before talking to or calling him or her. 

Changing Mobility 
Those stairs or the dog door, once so easy 

to negotiate, may provide a new challenge to 
an older Greyhound. Getting into and out of 
the car may require a gentle but helpful assisl 
from you. Minor change may be required to 
make things easier for your older Greyhound. 
In our home, the walkway outside the dog 
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door was lower than the floor inside the house. 
To fix it, we built a small redwood deck-style 
step to occupy the full area outside the door. 
The dogs step out onto the deck, and then step 
down from the deck to the concrete. Be sen
si tive to the effects of cold on mobility, and 
to your Greyhound 's changing definition of 
cold. Temperatures your Greyhound consid
ered comfortable at 7 can feel pretty cold to the 
same Greyhound at II . 

Changing level of Underslanding 
As your Greyhound ages, stay alert for 

signs of confusion, increased anxiety, and 
even forgetfulnes s. Just as some humans 
experience these changes, while others 
remain as sharp as ever, some Greyhounds 
will go through age-related menial changes. 
Others will no!. The Greyhound experienc
ing a change in mental function will need 
your patience and extra reassurance. Be alert 
to situations confusing or distress ing to your 
Greyhound, and take the extra momenllo 
reaffinn you have things under control . 

One thing that won't change is your 
Greyhound's need for your attention. Thai 
nose poking into your lap as you watched 
television, read, or worked, may not show up 
as often. Your Greyhound may be wom out 
from basic activities and be too tired 10 get 
up and say hello as time goes on. If that 
comes to pass, remember it now becomes 
your turn to regularly take the lime to walk 
over, kneel down to your Greyhound's level, 
and give your dog a big hug and kiss! 

Lal1e Klfssmalllives ill SOli/hem Calif ornia willi 
three Greyhoul1ds, IWO cats, alld a cockaloo. She 
alld her husband , 0011, adopled ,heir/irst Grey
hOlllld, Carrera, in 1994. uJlle worksJrom home as 
all eleclronic techllical cOI1SllilalllllluJ has been 
Iraining in BioSync--mossllge therapy wilh com
panion animals. 

Caner •• Patthes. and Joy, the 
8-year-old youngsWr, catth their 
breath after a nice stroll with 
DanllY Kussman. 
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Leptospirosis 
A silent, deadly disease 

L
e plOSPirOSiS (Iep-loe-spir-o-s is): You 

may have never heard this word , or you 
may have heard the name but don't 

really know what the disease is. Leptospiro

sis is an underdiagnosed. silent di sease that 

has been around for possibly 100 years and 
can be found all over the world. It is caused by 

a thin , flex ible, corkscrew or spiral-shaped 
bac teria called a spirochete. I hope Ihat by 
sharing the story of our 8-year-old Grey
hound's experience with leptospirosis. you 
will walk away beUeT infonned about a seri

ous bacterial disease that can sneak up on your 
Greyhound, do a lot of severe internal dam

age, and poss ibly be falal. 

Cause 
Leptospirosis comes from several dif

fe rent animal or human sources. The main 
source of these spiral-shaped bacteria is con
taminated urine. It may be possible to spread 
the bacteria through contaminated saliva as 

38 cgmagazlne 

we ll. Urine con
tamination ca ll 

be from any num

Terminal hook 

. #" \ 

" '~ / / ("~~ \ . ./' 

' " )~--
\ \ ./ 
/\~J 

\ c 

UltrastructUie of 
pathogenic 

ber of mammal s, 
such as raccoons, 
squirrels, opossum , 
skunks, deer, foxes, 
cows, pigs, horses, and 
sheep. The most 
common culprits Protoplasmic cylinder I.plospires. 
arc rodents, such as 
mice, rats, and voles. 
Dog to dog transmis
sion is rare .1 The most 

Axial filament ------" 

Outer envelope ----.., 

prevalent mode of trans-
miss ion is exposure to stagnant or slow-

moving water that has been contaminated 
by an infec ted an imal. The organism may 
survive up to s ix months in water. That is 
why the disease is more prevalent in spring, 
autumn, and in times of flooding. Exposure 
is also more common in tropical areas of the 

world. The infected urine or contaminated 
water can enter the body through mucous 
membranes (eyes, mouth , or nose) or skin 
abrasions. It can be transmitted through con
tact with infected soil and grass as well as 
contami nated food or bedd ing. It is even 
possible to contract the disease from infected 
meat or the carcass of an infec ted animal. 
Affec ted canines can be any age, sex, or 
breed, but mainly those from suburban or 
rural environments seem to be at higher risk. 
The presence of raccoons and squirrels in 
urban areas pose a threat as well. We were 
never able to fin d out how Classie was 
exposed, but we do have several acres 
fenced in for our dogs to run and raccoons, 
skunks, and deer frequent our yard. Addi 
tionally, we had much flooding in our part 
of Wisconsin last spring. 

Worldwide there are over 200 different 
strains or serovars of leptospirosis , thereby 
making it difficult to diagnose. At least eight 
are of Illost importance for dogs.2 The strains 
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most important to us in the United States 

arc L. icterohaemorrhagiae. L. canicoia, L. 
grippotyphosa, L. hardjo, L. pomona, L. 
autumnal is, and L. brati s lav ia. According 
to a sc ientific report, "The incidence of dis

ease attributed 10 serovars canicola and 
icterohaemorrhagiae has decreased, whereas 
the number of reports of canine leptospiro
sis associated with serologic evidence of 
infection w ith other serovars, particularly 
grippotyphosa. pomona, and bratislavia, has 
increased."] Humans can also get the dis
ease, which makes it one of many zoonoti c 
(contagious to humans) diseases. They can 

then g ive it to animals. According to CG 
"House Calls" author and veterinarian Jim 
Bader, "The human has 10 actively have lep

tospiros is and be excreting it in the urine." 

This contaminated human urine must then 
be deposited where animals would have 

access to it. In humans, leptospirosis is called 
Weil 's disease and usually result s from liv

ing in a tropical cl imate, avid swimming, or 
from an occupational exposure such as fann

ing. In 1995, the Center for Disease Con
tro l removed leptospirosis from the li st of 

nationally notifiable di seases. 

Signs/Symptoms 
The incubation period is approximate ly 

five to 14 days. Animal and human signs or 

symptoms are very similar. The leptospi res 
circulate in the blood and then enter many 
ti ssues where they replicate. The spectrum 

of an imal symptoms may include fever, 
weakness, stiffness , loss of appetite , 

Leptospira exposure 

! 

increased thirst, and muscle pain in the 

beginning stages. You may notice a change 
in the color of your dog 's urine a long with 

frequent urination. More severe manifesta
tions include vomit ing, diarrhea, jaundice, 

red eyes, bright red or bleeding gums, and 
mou th ulcers, which may lead to dehydra

tion , progress ing to kidney (renal) or liver 
fa ilure. You may notice blood in the urine 

or feces in the late r stages of the infect ion. 
If left unt reated, leptospiros is may cause 

death. This is by no means a comple te li st 
of signs, but will hopefu lly give you enough 
infonnation to seek veterinary help quickly 

if you see any of these symptoms. 
C lassie presented with the following 

signs that I did not pick up on immediately, 

even though I have my degree as a veteri-

~ Tissue penetraTn by leptospires ~ 

Adequate Inadequate No 
antibody response antibody response antibody response 

! ! ! 
Organism cleared Leptospiremia Leptospiremia 

! ! 
No clinical signs Mild clinical signs 

The pathogenesis 01 
canine leptospirosis. 
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Death 

~ 
Severe clinical signs 

l 
Antibody response 

! 
Leptospiruria 

~ 
Recovery 
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nary technician: lethargy, loss of appetite, 
bright red gums, and vomiting. She is one 
of those Greyhounds that stresses easily with 
change and her signs began on the first day 
of acamping trip in June of 1999. A change 
in your dog's personality may be a sign as 
well. C lass ie normally has a very energetic 
personality. That day she was ac ting quite 
the opposite. It wasn' t until the third day, 
and her second time vomiting, that I sought 
vete rinary help. Her temperature was not 
e levated , but blood work revealed that she 
was going into kidney failure. She also had 
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bright red gums, which I did not know was 
a sign until after the diagnosis weeks later 
and subsequently researching this d isease. 
Clinical signs, which your veterinarian will 
see from a blood sample, are abnonnal kid
ney values and poss ibly abnonnalliver val
ues (see, diagnosis section). The kidney fail 
ure, along with the outward signals 
mentioned above, should be enough evi
dence to begin treatment immediately. 
Immediate treatment is absolutely essential 
fo r a favorable outcome. 

Treatment 
One of the most important things to 

remember abou t leptospirosis is that treat
ment mu st be started immediately, even 
without a diagnosis, because lab resu lts can 
take several weeks! As acute renal failure 
is the most common clinical syndrome 
observed in dogs with leptospi ros is, stan
dard therapy for acute renal failure is essen
ti al.4 It is crucial that intravenous antibiotics, 
such as amoxicillin, ampicillin, or penicillin 
be administered immediately to e liminate 
c irculating leptospires. Use of penicillins 
early in the course of disease decreases the 
extent of organ damage and hastens recov
ery.5 Antibiotic administration can shorten 
the duration of the illness and urine shed
ding of the organism. 

Intravenous fluids must also be started to 
counteract dehydration and loss of appetite 
while monitoring urine output. Aggress ive 
nuid therapy in combination wi th ampic illin 
or amoxicillin resulted in a good survival rate, 
and hospitalization times ranged from three 
to nine days.6 C1assie was in the hospital on 
IV fluids along with ampicillin and another 
antibiotic (Baytri l~) for five days. She didn't 
even begin eating until the fourth day at the 
hospital , which was actually her seventh day 
without food. For nutritional support, she was 
given a prescription canned food diet that was 
very low in protein specifically for an animal 
wilh acule kidney failure (KID or UID). Then 
after her release from the hospital , she was 
put on a similar dry food diet for abollt two 
months. She lost about seven pounds over the 
one-week period. An oral antibiotic called 
doxycycline is recommended once the dog 
can keep food down, because this drug may 
induce nausea and vomiting when initiating 
therapy. It should becontinued for at least two 
weeks and some veterinarians recommend lip 
to eight weeks to clear the bacteria from the 
kidneys. TIle usual dosage is Smg/kg of body 
weight twice a day. She was started on the oral 
doxycycline ( IOOmg four times a day) the first 
day of her release and continued that treat
ment for eight weeks on recommendations 
previously used at the University ofWiscon-
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sin Veterinary Teaching Hospital. Dr. Rance 
K. Sellon states, "Early suspicion of lep
tospirosis and implementation of therapy is 
cri tical to successful treatment of these 
patients. The prognosis, for patients with renal 
fai lure, is guarded and patients may either 
recover completely, recover with diminished 
renal function, or may die of the infection."4 
It is my understanding that if not treated prop
erly initially, animals may have a reoccurrence 
of symptoms at a later time. Without Dr. 
Melissa Greenwood's excellent veterinary 
care and treatment, the disease could have 
killed C1assie. 

Diagnosis 
The diagnosis is difficult and involves a 

combinat ion of procedures and tests. To 
begin, a complete blood panel was done. 
This may show white blood cell counts to 
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be elevated and platelet counts to be 
decreased. T he initial blood values for kid
ney and li ver function wi ll give your vet
erinarian indications of leptospirosis if your 
pet was in otherwise good health. When the 
liver is affected, there will be an increase in 
the liver enzymes. The bilirubin and/or uro
bilinogen may be elevated if there is liver 
damage. Classie's blood urea nit rogen 
(BUN) level was high. From an earlier arti
cle in Celebrating Greyhounds, Fall 2000, 
Patricia Gai l Burnham states, ..... an animal 
has to have already lost 75 percent of its kid
ney function before the BUN will ri se on a 
b lood test. This means that a good BUN 
level does not mean that a dog has good kid
ney function. It just means th at he is not 
down to his last 25 percent of kidney func
tion yet." Classie's initial BUN level was 
62.8, and the nonnal range is 6.0 - 27.0. Her 

creatinine level was also elevated again indi
cating kidney failure. Classie's level was 
6.26, and the normal range is 0.50 - 1.80. A 
creatinine value greater than 4.0 mg/dl and 
BUN value greater than 100 mgldl are asso
cia ted with death.7 Creatinine and blood 
urea nitrogen are both was te products 
excreted by the kidneys so their levels go 
up in the presence of kidney diseases. Phos
phorus levels will also rise when the re is 
kidney damage. Classie's level was 10.84 
and the normal range is 2.50 - 6.80. Two 
days later, her phosphorus level was in the 
normal range, but her BUN and creatinine 
were still quite elevated. By Ihe sixth day 
of hospitalization, her BUN was nonnal and 
her creatinine was almost in the norm al 
range. Approximately, two weeks later her 
BUN was down to 9.0. Her creatin ine was 
lAO and her phosphorus was 3. 10. All were 

Classie's Leptospirosis Titers 

(] 1st Titer (6/16/00) o 2nd Titer (7/S/00) 

Leptospirosis Strains 
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within the nomlal ranges. It is poss ible, how
ever, for these kidney levels to take several 
months to improve. 

Kidney fa ilure is indicative of other dis
eases as well. C1assie was in itially tested for 
Lyme and ehrlichia also. The result s from 
the Lyme and ehrlichia tests took six days. 
T he Lyme result s suggested previous vac
cination against the disease, but no evidence 
of natural exposure. The ehrlichia result was 
negati ve. It took more than a week (0 get 
her first leptospiros is titers (s ix titers) , and 
they were all reported al a very low I : 100 
level, or not indicative of exposure. IL is sug
gested to repeat the titers anywhere from 10 
to 20 days to four weeks after possible expo
sure . The negative antibody titers can be 
explained due to a seven to nine day period 
required before an tibodies are produced 
against the leptospires.6 

The second blood sample for titers was 
taken approximate ly three weeks after 
Classie's illness began. The resul ts were not 
reported back for another week. So you can 
see why it is important to start treatment 
immediately if there is any suspicion of th is 
di sease. 

Seven strains were tested for, and two 
strains showed high enough titers to be sug
gestive of exposure to the bacteria. How
ever, a low titer does not necessaril y rule 
out a diagnosis. C lassie showed a low tiler 
for L. canicola for whi ch she was vacc i
nated. Her other, higher titers were L. grip
potyphosa (I :4(0), which is now included in 
the new Fort Dodge vaccine, and L. 
bratislavia, which has no vaccine at pres
ent. The L. bratislav ia strain was her high
est titer at a value of I :800. A titer value of 
I :800 or higher is supportive of a positive 
diagnosis, especially if it is against a serovar 
for which there is no vacc ine. According to 
Carole A. Bolin's article, .. ... the infecting 
serovar is assumed to be the serovar to which 
the animal develops the highest tite r. '" The 
titer during acu te illness should increase 
four-fold when repeated during convales
cence. Although single titers are never diag
nosti c o f current infec tion, titers 1 :300 o r 
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greater are suggestive and titers I : I ,000 or 
greater are highly indicat ive of leptospiro
s is. 3 ft has been suggested that prev ious 
infec tion or vaccination should produce a 
titer less than I :300 but that titers fro lll vac
c inations can reach I : I ,250.6 

Semm leptospiral antibody titers are deter
mined using speciali zed diagnostic testing, 
such as the microscopic agg lutination test 
(MAT), or the ELISA test. Urine can also be 
examined via darkfield microscopy and flu ~ 

orescent antibody staining for leptospires that 
are usually present approximately four to ten 
days after the onset of clinical signs. An out
side laboratory must perform the MAT, 
ELISA, darkfield microscopy, and fluores
cent anti body staining. These tests are labor 
intensive, thereby increasing the time and cost 
of finding a diagnosis. The anlibody titers are 
somewhat expensive to run, and negative titers 
initially may cause a veterinarian to dismiss 
the possible diagnosis and neglect to send in 
second titers two to four weeks later. Some 
dog owners may elect not to have the tests run 
once their dog has retumed to a healthy state, 
however, the JAAHA article Slates, "Estab
lishing a diagnosis is important , since dogs 
Cilll serve as disease reselvoirs ,md pose poten
tial zoonot ic risks.' '''This has significance in the 
fact that there may be many dogs out there 
which have been infected with leptospirosis, 
but have never been diagnosed. New diag
nostic tests are cont inually being researched. 
Your veterinarian can contact the National 
An imal Disease Center in Ames, Iowa for 
more information on diagnostic testing. 

Recovety 
Class ie 's recovery was speedy. She 

regained her weight over the two months 
following her hospital stay. We continued 
to check her blood and urine values to make 
sure there was no pennanent kidney dam
age. Urinalysis may show a low spec ific 
g rav ity initiall y (normal range is 1.007 -
1.022). This is the most important urine test 
va lue to make Sllre the dog is still able to 
concentrate its urine. All her blood and urine 
values were st ill complete ly norma l two 

months later. Some are not so lucky and may 
end up with pennanent damage to the kid
ney or liver. Some may contract the di sease, 
but be asymptomatic; others may not sur
vive the ir encounter with leptospiros is at 
all . Recovery is associated with improve
ment in the patient 's altitude, appet ite, and 
cl in ical blood and urine va lues. Thankfu ll y, 
Classie recovered completely and is very 
healthy to this day. 

Factors which lean toward a favo rable 
outcome include: 

- Short time from symptoms to adm in ~ 

istration of ampici llin 
- Admin istration of doxycycline 
- Absence of acute renal failure 
- Absence of jaundice 
- Young age of the dog 
- Production of urine on presentation 
- Infec tion by the serovars L. canicola or 

L. pomona (L. icterohaemorrhag iae and L. 
grippotyphosa infec tions are usually more 
severe) 

- Retu rn of appet ite9 

Carrier/Shedder Siaies 
After recovery there is still the question 

of the carrier/shedder states to cons ider. 
Some dogs go on to a chron ic or progres
sive type of kidney failure long after the ill 
ness has passed. They become "carriers" 
and shed bacteria in their urine for as long 
as a year. 'O There are several different sug
gestions for the length of doxycycline use 
(the second phase of treatment) and its effec
ti veness in reducing or eradicating the car
ri er/shedder state. It is generally recom
mended to continue doxycycline use for a 
minimum of two weeks up to a maximum 
of eight weeks to completely eliminate the 
organ isms from the kidneys. This is one of 
the few antibiotics thai kill leptospira in the 
kidney thereby preventing shedding of the 
organ isms in the urine. Again, Dr. Bolin 
states, "Appearance of circulating antibod
ies coincides wi th the clearance of lep
tospires from blood and most organs. Lep
lospires can remain in the kidney and may 
be shed in the urine for a few weeks to many 
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months after infec tion. '" Shedding of the 
organisms in the urine can be intemlillent . 
Recovered dogs excrete organisms in urine 
intennittently for months after infection and 
in surviv ing reservoir hosts , rena l colo
nization will be long tenn, with shedding in 
urine for months to years.2 

This shedding may pose an infectious 
risk to humans and other animals. Wildlife, 
domestic an imals, and livestock can con
tinue to harbor and shed organisms without 
clinical signs. These hosts maintain serovars 
as a potential source of infect ion and illness. 
Prolonged shedding of ieptospires from the 
host is responsible for the persistence of lep
tospires in the environmenl. lI It has been 
estimated that 30 percent of the canine pop
ulat ion develops some form of leptospiro
sis.'2 In a 2000 invest igation of an tibody 
titers in 30 healthy normal dogs, 16 had a 
positive titer and nine had titers greater than 
or equal to I :800. All of the titers but one 
were against serovars that are not included 
in vaccines available. You may wish to con
sider testing your dogs for antibody titers 
even if they are healthy because other dogs 
in the household may serve as asymptomatic 
carriers. According to Christy Shoup, a vet
erinary student at Cornell Universi ty, " If a 
dog is properly treated with an ti biotics, he 
or she is no longer at risk for spreading dis
ease to your family or to other dogs." The 
carrier/shedder state seems to be the hardest 
part to understand about leptospirosis and 
may be one of the reasons why there is still 
not enough known about the disease. 

Disinfection/Prevention 
Suspected or infected animals should be 

isolated. Special precautions should be used 
if you th ink you or your dog has been 
exposed to the leptospirosis bacte ria. It is 
recommended to wear g loves and/or wash 
your hands thoroughly after giving oral med
icatio ns or clean ing up urine. Try not to 
allow an infected pet to lick people on the 
face or hands. Dry urine is not contagious 
since the leptospirosis bacteria die in a des
iccated state.' Freezing, heat, and disinfec-
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tanls will also destroy the bacteria. Ant ibac~ 

terial agents, bleach, and iodine~based sol u~ 

tions work well to ki ll the leptospires. Sep~ 

araling toys and water bowls may be a good 
idea if you have multiple dogs in your hOllse~ 
hold. On that note, however, Classie was 
not d iagnosed until several weeks later. 
Therefore, I never separated water bowls or 
toys and our other Greyhound, Omaha, 
never showed any signs of infection. Being 
san itary and cont roll ing the rodent popu la~ 

tion will also he lp. Other suggest ions for 
preventing exposure include keeping your 
dog on a leash, avoid ing wet, nooded areas, 
and getting your pet vaccinated. 

Vaccination 
Paraphrasing theJAVMAarticle, "Because 

of the current vaccinat ions available, this dis· 
ease may not be routinely considered in vet~ 
erinroy practice as a cause of acute kidney faiJ
ure in dogs."3 Most recent outbreaks involve 
serovars for which vacc ination does not exist. 
Until just recently onl y two strains, L. cani~ 
cola and L. icterohaemorrhagiae, which are 
included in the common distemper, hepati tis, 
leptospirosis, parainfluenza, and parvovirus 
(DHLPP) shot have been available for more 
than 30 years. ~l 1999, Fort Dodge released a 
new vacc ine that includes two more strains, 
L. pomona and L. grippotyphosa. That is still 
only four strains of many that can infec t our 
canine friends. In addi tion, according to sev~ 
eral sources, it is possible that coverage will 
only last for a six-month period. This means 
that if you are only vaccinating your dogs 
annuall y, they may still become infected. In 
endemic areas, more frequent vaccinations 
might be beneficial to prevent the renal car
rier state and the d isease. U Another concem 
seems to be allergic reac tions and/or side 
affects associated with the leptospirosis pC)Jt ion 
of the vaccine. These can range from hives 
and swel ling to life-threatening anaphylactic 
shock. The vaccine can be made to omit the 
leptospirosis portion. Me Serby also states that 
FOIl Dodge claims this new vacc ine reduces 
the problem of anaphylac tic (allergic) reac~ 
tions.9 Vaccination wi ll reduce the severity of 
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disease but will not prevent infected dogs from 
becoming cruriers ruld does not provide inunu
!l ity against any other st rains. Some veteri
narians have stopped using the leptospirosis 
vaccine because they have never seen any 
cases in their area and because of the risk of 
adverse react ions. There is also evidence Ihat 
dogs vaccinated for leptospirosis can become 
infected and shed the organism in their urine 
wh ile remaining asymplOmat ic. 11 Any dog 
may show antibody titers to vaccination, which 
decrease after a few 1110nths. 

Both our Greyhounds had been vacci 
nated with the original DHLPP vacc ine, and 
they have now had the updated Fort Dodge 
leptospirosis vaccine with no side affec ts. 
After what Classie has been through, I feel 
the risk of react ion outweighs the possible 
consequences. I would highly recommend 
hav ing your dogs vacc inated with the new 

Fort Dodge "7 in '" vacc ine. A flyer sent 
out by our veterinarian slates that canine 
leptospirosis is a dangerous threat to dogs, 
and they are now recommending this new 
vaccine for their canine patients. 

Conclusion 
Please remember that leptospirosis is a 

li fe-t hreatening disease, so be wary of the 
signs and symptoms and advise your vet
erinarian on this infonnation should the need 
arise. Leptospirosis is a very serious disease 
which unfortunate ly many licensed veteri· 
narians are ill equipped to ti mely d iagnose 
and treat. It is therefore incumbent on the 
dog owner to educate the trealing profes
sional lo ensure that (s)he is aware of the 
possibil ity that the dog has leptospirosis and 
to moni tor the treatment accord ing ly, or to 
use this knowledge 10 find a vet who knows 
what (s)he is doing.9 For all you fe line own
ers, p lease take no te that cats are rare ly 
infected because they are considered to have 
a kind of immunity from the ir long· lime 
association with rodents. As we cont inue to 

encroach on areas that were inhab ited by 
wild li fe, we may see an increase in diseases 
like leptosp iros is that have reservoi rs of 
infec tion in many species of animal. . 

Cheryl Giebellil'es ill bealltijlll iVisconsin with her 
liusband. llaughrer Daniel/e. alld two rerired rac· 
ing Greyhollnds. Omaha. II. alld Classie. 8. They 
are borh rheral}Y dogs c:errifledll'irll rile Delta Soci
er)'. They also have a regisrered Pi.\"ie ~Bob cat who 
r"inks she'sa Greyhol/llli. Chet)'1 work.s/or ,he IVis· 
consin Dil'ision o/Gaming and has been il/voll'ed 
ill rhe Greyhound indtlsrryfor about I I years. 
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Qhysiology 
By Kimbe~y Ripley 

Walk This Way 

When humans injure an rum, leg, back, 
or other body part , they are hospi
talized and treated for that injury and 

subsequently nursed back into full swing with 
the aid of physical therapists. These physical 
therapists devise exercise programs according 
to the extent of the injuries and ass ist the 
inju red to regain as much use as possible in 
the area of the injury. But, what if the patient 
stands on four legs and sports a tail? What 
happens when a dog sustains this type of 
injury? Not a great dea1 of infonnation is avail
able regarding phys ical therapy for canines. 
That may change in the very near future. 

At Dover Veterinary Hospital in Dover, 
New Hampshi re, Aaron Tompkins, a 
licensed phys ical therapist for humans, 
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works wi th dogs. He has learned to apply 
his education in rehabilitating people to ani
mals; he feels certain that this is a field that 
wi ll emerge soon. 

"As I've learned more and more about 
dogs, I've kind offigured it out. I apply the 
same ideas I would use on humans to the 

dogs," he says. 
For the past six months or SQ, this veteri

Ilary hospital has undergone a major expan
sion and modernization which has included 

the purchase of an underwater treadmill 
designed for animals. Using water to provide 
buoyancy eliminates pressure on the injured 
leg. shoulder, or back, and allows the an imal 
to exercise moderately to induce healing and 
retain flexibility. '"'The buoyancy actually takes 
the pressure off their joints. Some dogs who 
go 0 11 this can't walk without a lot of help. yet 
being underwater we can get their legs going 
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and see them walJdng," Tompkins explains, 
while enduring a mild soaking from a canine 
patient. Tompkins states that there are less 
than a dozen machines in use in the United 
States. "I think the expense is what prevents 
many veterinarians from having one. They 
cost upwards of$25,000," he says. Ferno Cus
tom Therapy Pools designed and manufac
tured the underwater treadmill used at Dover 
Veterinary Hospital. 

The pool was quickly and easily filled 
to chest level to accommodate Reilly, a 
German Shepherd owned by veterinary 
technician Margaret Mathson. After Reilly 
volunteered to demonstrate the use of the 
treadmill , it became easy to see how this 
mach ine's benefits were apparent. Although 
nearly noating, Reilly's feet still touched 
the treadmill , and he walked continuously 
without any problem. 
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The flow of the water may be increased 
or decreased to add or lessen resistance. This 
particular model can operate at speeds of 
up to fiv e miles per hour. Tompkins said 
they have not had it running at nearly that 
rate of speed. "Even though it can go fi ve 
miles per hour, the fastest we 've llsed it is 
one mile per hour." 

Some dogs begin the treadmill therapy 
after having had surgery on a leg or shoul
der. Other dogs are brought in solely for the 
purpose of participating in a phys ical ther
apy program. " Depending on where they 
are in their rehab, we can strengthen them 
up quickly," Tompkins says. 

The ques tion of just how much a 
mach ine such as this one would be used 
must play into evaluating the need versus 
the cost. There are currently five or six dogs 
using the treadmill. 

The technological advances in improv
ing and sustaining the quality of life for all 
animals has made incred ible st rides in the 
last few years. The Femo Custom Therapy 
Pool has and will undoubtedly contribute 
significantly to the field of canine physical 
rehabilitation and the dedication of rehab 
specialists like Aaron Tompkins will most 
certainly playa vital role. Uncertain if 
another one existed wi thin the New Eng
land stales, Tompkins said he knew the Uni
versity of Tennessee had used one in their 
teaching hospital for quite some time. 

Dover Veterinary Hospital is located at 
96 Durham Road in Dover, New Hampshire, 
and may be reached at (603) 742-6438 or 
dovervet@aol.com. I 

Kimberly Ripley is afree·lance wriler alld mOlher of 
five cliildren. 
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About Ferno 
According to Ferno, the manufacturer of the K-9 Underwater Treadmill System, 

underwater treadmill therapy is now a key tool for many physical therapists (for 
humans and four-legged patients). In the veterinary profession, physical therapy, 
particularly on canines, is a rapidly growing practice. 

With the assistance of Dr. Darrell Millis at the Veterinary School of Medicine at 
the University of Tennessee in Knoxville, Femo has developed an underwater tread
mill system specifically for canines. The system allows for the dog to enter a dry 
ex.ercise chamber. Filtered, treated, and heated water is then transferred from a hold
ing tank into the exercise chamber. The water height is regulated, depending on the 
degree of weight bearing required and the size of the dog. The water bouyancy 
reduces gravity, diminishing concussive forces, which in tum allows for earlier inter
vention and quicker recovery times for the animals after surgery or an injury. 

The treadmill is built into the bottom of the exercise chamber and the speed can 
be adjusted up to five miles per hour. The system provides clear doors and windows 
for ex.cellent viewing and observation. The water is automatically heated, treated, and 
filtered and required to be changed only once a week. Because the water is reused, 
it allows for minimal down time and maintenance. 

Dr. Millis has already reported outstanding results using the K-9 Underwater 
Treadmill System and is treating a variety of ailments. The underwater treadmill 
unit sells for $26,395. This is an installed price but does not include freight. The 
two key sites where the units are installed are at Alameda East Veterinary Hospital 
in Colorado, where it is used mainly by Dr. Robert Taylor and Carrie Adamson, PT, 
and at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville . Ferno has also installed units at 
smaller, lower profile s ites around the country. 

For more information, please visit the Ferno-Washington, Inc. web site at 
www.ferno.com.--MarciaHerman 
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exploringdrugtherapy 
By Maria B,rowski 

Facilitator™:An Alternative to Traditional Bandages 
No more gauze bandages 

Most Greyhound owners have experi
enced the frustration of treating what 
appears to be a small cut that just will 

not stop bleeding, It seems that whenever 
Allie, our 5-year-old Greyhound, gets a cut 
the wound takes months to heal. In fact , 
Greyhounds are more susceptible to breaks 
in the skin than many other breeds due to 
their thin skin and coat. Injuries that might 
produce a minor laceration in a Gemlan Shep
herd can result in a large, open wound in a 
Greyhound. Additionally, the thin skin and 
sparse coat of a Greyhound makes it a prime 
candidate for pressure ulcers and bedsores. 
Open wounds, hot spots, and lacerations all 
allow the entry of bacteri a, often resulting in 
slow healing or even infection. 

To prevent complications, open wounds 
should be treated with clean, dry frequently 
changed bandages. TIlis, however, tllis is not 
as easy as it sounds. When Allie has a cut, I 
apply the above kind of dressing and may 
spend an hour gelling the bandage just right. 
As soon as I finish, she shakes or nibbles off 
the bandage and deposits it on the floor. 

The Blue Ridge Pharmaceutical Com
pany has developed a product that it hopes 
will eliminate some of this frustration. Facil
itator Liquid Bandage'" removes the need 
for gauze bandages to treat small cuts and 
abras ions. It is an odorless, non-irri tating 
gel that dries quickly over a wound, keeping 

summer 2001 

it clean and preventing bacteria from enter
ing, thus reducing the potential of infection. 

Facilitator Liquid Bandage is a gel made 
from polymers, which are found in many 
types of plastics, including epoxy, nylon, 
and silicon. A thin film of the gel spread over 
the wound forms an adhesive barrier as it 
dries. For the best results, the wound should 
be clean and dry before application. Other 
salves and ointments may interfere with the 
Facilitator bandage and therefore should not 
be used. Facilitator Liquid Bandage should 
be reapplied every three days at minimum, 
but it may be used as needed (even daily). 
Water easi ly removes the dried ge l. The 
packaging states it can be used for treatment 
of a variety of wounds, including lacera
tions, abrasions, cat declaws, cuts, tail dock
ing, and acral lick dennatitis. The latter, also 
known as lick granuloma, or "hot spots," 
results from repeated licking or biting at a 
sore due to stress or an underlying medical 
condit ion, such as arthritis. The constant 
licking and chewing often prevent the 
wounds from healing properly, resulting in 
a vicious cycle. 

Blue Ridge Phannaceuticals evaluated the 
effec tiveness of Facilitator(tm) in 53 dogs 
with chronic wounds involving the trunk, feet, 
and legs as well as other locations. Initially, 
the wounds were debrided and cleaned. The 
wounds were then treated with a thin coat of 

the gel. The dogs' owners reapplied the gel 
every four days. A veterinarian reexamined 
the wounds every two weeks. 

At the end of the evalu ation, the 
researchers determined there was a slight 
difference in response depending on the size 
of the injury. Wounds that were smaller than 
3 cm2 showed improvement in over 87 per
cent of the dogs treated, wi th some dogs 
responding in only a few days. Wounds that 
ranged in size from 3 to 8 cml improved 57 
percent of the time. It is interesting to note 
that before treatment with Facilitator(tm), 
many of these wounds had persisted for 
more than 12 months. 

Dr. Lori Kirst, DVM, a veterinarian at 
Harrison Animal Hospital in Ohio, has had 
positive experiences with Facilitator Liquid 
Bandage(tm) when used for smaller lacera
tions and wounds that do not require stitches. 
After using the samples the hospital received, 
she ordered more of the product because it 
has been so effective. Jady McMackin, a vet
erinary technician at Harrison, agrees that it 
" is awesome ( there was only one case where 
[Facilitator] did not work. because of the 
dog's constant licking." 

Currently, Facilitator is only available 
to veterinarians, but you can visit the Blue 
Ridge Pharmaceuticals websi te at www. 
brpharnla.com for more infonnation regard
ing the product. I 
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housecalls 
By Dr. Jim Bader. DVM 

Sadie Giampa 

Dealing with Inflammatory Bowel Disease 
I

nflammatory bowel disease (IBD) is acolll
mon cause of vomiting and/or diarrhea in 
Greyhounds. Usually observed in dogs aged 

4 tiu'Ough 7, it can develop at ages rangulg from 
as early as six months loas late as 10 years. 

So just what is IBD? What causes it and 
how do we diagnose and treat it? 

IBD is a syndrome. This means OUf under
standing of the disease is very limited . More 
specifically, IBO is a thickening of the walls of 
the gastrointestinal tract. It can affect the stom
ach. small intestine, or colon, leading to vomit
ing, diarrhea, weight loss, loss of appetite, and 
bl<XXIY/l11ucousy stools. Inflammatory cells
thecells tile body usually uses to fight infections
infiltrate the bowel, thickening the wa lls and 

inducing the clinical signs of malabsOIption by 
disturbing the nonnal absorption and digestion 
of nutrients. A nonna] bowel palpates soft and 
pliable; a bowel affected with mo palpates like 
a garden hose. As you can imagine, a garden hose 
texture is nol conducive to nutrient absorption. 

Causes of IBO 
Adding toour ful';lrntioo, nocre knows theexat 

cause of mo, though speculation oente" on food 
allergy, hypersensitivity, and unmune-mediated sta

ills. Food allergy may uxluoe mo by stimulating 
the inmlWle cells to infiltrate the rowel wall, caus
ulg adisruption of normal fwJCtion. Any foodstuff 
or additive, ulCluding beef, chicken, pork, wheat, 
soybeans, and beets, may be a cause. No one p<1f

ticular agent ha<; been implicated; it tends to be an 
individual allergy. For example, corn may cause 
problems in one littem13te, and wheat in arx:>ther. 

Hypersensitivity is an allergic reaction to 
environmental allergens stimulating the 
immune cells to thicken the bowel. The same 
environmental allergens (such as molds, pol
lens, and dust) that you and I might be aller
gic to are suspect in these cases. 

Finally, immune-mediated status is the le,LSt 
understocxJ category. Immune-mediated status 
involves the irrunune cells' thickening the oowel 
wall because tiJecellsdon't recognize tile bowel as 
"self." Self me..'UlS the body rccognizesevelything 

50 cgmagazine 

developed in itsembryionicstage.A.nything intro
duced after that stage is not recognized as part of 
the self lllis is tile rea<;on you are able to fight off 
cold viruses, but special drugs are needed to keep tile 
body from rejecting transplanted organs. TIle 
imnlllllesystem's sudden inability torecognizeself 
is not wlderstood. tx.lt it is tJle cause of diseases such 
as Lupus and Hemolytic Anemia, which wiU be 
topics of futu re articles. The immune system 
becomes disoriented, inflaming the bowel and 
inducing lBO's clinical signs. 

Diagnosis 
~iagnosing mo may be difficult, depending 

on the owner's level of economic and personal 
restraints. When LBO is suspected, the veterinarian 
should perfrnn a tllOr'Ollgh physical exam and obtain 
a complete patient history. Are the gums pink? Is 
atxlominaJ paJpation uncomfortable? Does the 
bowel feel thickernl? Is there fluid in tlle bowel? Has 
the Greyhound been eating nonnally? How often 
are the \x)\vc) movements and what is their char
acter? Have there been any changes in diet? 

If the examining doctor fi nds nothing 
remarkable after the history and physical exam, 
the doctor then orders blood work, includi.ng 
a complete blood count and serum chemistries, 
and x-rays. The blood chemistries should 
include a digestive profi le to ru le out other 
causes of vomit ing and diarrhea, such as poor 
digestion or bacterial overgrowth. 

The lab data in most cases ofmO are unre
markable, but nonnallab data help to ru le out 
other diseases. X-rays may indicate some thick
ening of the bowel, but this is a judgment call 
and sometimes is more imagination than fact. 

TIle only Uue way to diagnose LBD is WitJl a 
biopsy.ll1is involves takingasmall pieceoftissuc, 
pn:!serving it, and sending it to a veterinary pathol
ogist for anal ysis. lllis is the toughest step forown
ers because it involves anestJ1CSiaand possible sur
gely. Biopsies may be obtained by p.!rfonning rul 
endoscopy. This procedure involves general anes
tJlCSia ru"KI insertion of a long instnullCnt, rul endo
scope, down tJlfOUgh the mouth into the stomach 
and upper small intestine. 

The surgeon observes these areas for obvious 
lesions. Then a smaJl instrument is introduced 
through the endoscope to remove a very srnaJl 
area of tissue. lhis tissue sample is submitted to 
the pathologist. Several areas can be biopsied in 
one procedure tlaoogh tiJeendoscope. No sutures 
are involved and recovery time is minimal. The 
downside is that the biopsy is smaJl and a risk of 
missing the lesion exists. If the biopsy sample is 
not thick enough, a lesion in the wall of the oowel 
could be overlooked. 

The second way to obtain a biopsy is tiuuugh 
an exploratory surgery. After the pet is anes
thetized, an incision is made on the belly. TIle 
surgeon observes the stomach, small intestine, 
and colon and obtains full -thickness biopsies 
of the entire wall . All biopsy and incision siles 
are sutured closed. The pet is normally sore for 
one to three days post-surgery, and biopsy results 
are ready in fi ve to ten days. 

Treatmenl and Monitoring 
Once the patilOlogist confinns the diagnosis of 

mo, treannent begins. Usually, tile first step is to 
administer cortisone, preferably prednisone, in high 
doses, tapering down as clinicaJ signs improve. 
Standard procedure includes achange in diet, usu
ally switching to an easily digestible kibble, such 
as Hill's lID'" or Eukanuba's Low Residue(on). lf 
the prednisone and diet change do not alleviate the 
clinical signs, azothioprinc (AZI) is added to the 
trealInent legime. AZf moou1a1es the imn1lUlC sys
tem by hying loalleviate the oowel inflammation. 

Finally, if an abnonnaJ amount of bacteria is 
sus~ed in the bowel, tJle veterinarian prescrires 
two to four weeks of antibiotics to remove the bac
teria lBD is a very frustrating syndrome for ooth 
the owner and velerinarirul. 'The costs involved in 
obtaining a final diagnosis can be extravagant but 
rewarding wilen the syndrorne is finally diagnosed. 

Treatments are usually effective in about 
90% of the patients, but some dogs never 
respond, despite all efforts. The pet is never 
cured of this discase, but hopefully IBO may 
be controlled, fUld the affected Greyhound will 
live a long life. ' 
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Doc, It Hurts When I Do This 
So don', do that. 

What does this very old joke have to do 

with dog training? More than you'd imagine. 
I rarely get a call from a prospective stu

dent or client telling me what a perfect angel 

his dog is. Almost everyone has some prob

lem or problems they want to fix. And often 
the most commonsense fix, at least for the 
short lenn, is, "If it hurts when you do that, 

don't do that." 
We have no trouble being creative about 

this approach when we deal with our young 

children or grandchildren, but we rarely even 

consider it when we have a similar issue 
with our hounds. If a toddler continually 
gets into the trash, we simply put the trash 

out of reach or put the toddler where he no 

longer has access to it. In other words, we 
manage the child's environment until the 
child is old enough to understand that he 

shouldn't get into the trash, or until we've 

taught him what to play with instead. And 

we routinely use management tools like play 

pens and baby gates and car seats as part of 

our repertoire. 

summer 2001 

In dog training, the key to preventing or 

fixing a problem is often as simple as keep

ing your hound out of trouble while you 

teach him what he needs to know. It's about 

understanding what makes our hounds tick 

and why a certain behavior is so rewarding. 

Sometimes it's learning to give a little so 

your hound has the opportunity simply to 

be a dog and do what dogs do. But it all 

comes down to managing his environment 

so he doesn't get the opportunity to do it 

incorrectly. Just as important, it's about pay

ing attention to him so you can catch him 

and reward him for doing it correctly. 

Management Is Evel)'lhing 
Every time your hound successfully raids 

the trash, steals food from the counter, pulls 

on the leash, or mugs Auntie Gracie when 

she arrives, he gets rewarded. Every time 

he's rewarded the behavior gets stronger. In 

other words, practice makes perfect. 

Dogs are hunters; that makes them gam

blers by nature. No predator wins every time 

he goes hunting , but he continues to hunt. 

talesfromthecouch 
8y Lee Livingood 

Your hound may not get paid with a juicy 

steak each time he surfs the counter, but ifhe 

got paid even once you can bet he ' ll look 

there again. If the slot machine pays off, 

he'll keep throwing quarters in. Unlike some 

other breeds, Greyhounds don't tend to be 

compulsive gamblers so they often respond 

quickly when rewards are removed and new 

behaviors are trained. 

Stop him from practicing while you train 

what you can reinforce . Manage him so he 

can't practice stuff you don't like. If you 

don't want him to get really good at a bad 

behavior, don't let him keep practicing. If 
he's jumping on Auntie Gracie, lise a leash 

or other management tools like confinement 

to keep him from getting to her. If he pulls 

on the leash, use a head halter on walks 

where you can't work on training. Remove 

the reward or remove his access to it. What

ever the problem, think about how you can 

manage his environment to keep him from 

getting any more practice (rewards). 

Make sure you have truly identified what 

is rewarding the behavior. This isn't always 

as obvious as it seems. 

Pay attention to him so you can catch 

him doing good things as well as bad. Find 

or train behaviors that can be rewarded and 

aren 't compatible with the behavior you are 

trying to stop. 

Use leashes, crates, tethers, gates. head 

collars such as the Premier Gentle Leader, or 

other management tools. Be creative, but be 

gentle. Think management not punishment. 

But don't let eilher management or punish

ment become a substitute for training 

Be realistic in your expectations. Don't 

expect perfection and give a little where you 

can. Dogs function at about the same level 

as a young child. If you wouldn '{ expect 

something of a toddler, don 'I expect it from 

your dog. The reverse is also true: If a behav

ior is unacceptable from even a young child, 

why tolerate it from your dog? 

So if it hurts when you do that, Don't do 
that! I 
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products 
By Nancy Waddell 

The Ins and Outs of Dog Doors - The Patio Variety 

To doggie door or not to doggie door 
invariably raises a multitude of valid 
questions, opinions , and debates. 

Those against their use will cite dec reasing 

the resale value of one's home by: I) inten

tionally putting large holes in walls or door 

panels; 2) increasing the possibility of inva

sion through said door by wildlife; 3) adding 

further insu lt to already outrageous heal

ing/cooling bills; and 4) visions of unat

tended Greyhounds leaping the fence to 

meet a frightful fate. 
Those who favor dog doors cannot imag

ine life without them. You have the ease of 

mind knowing your dog can eliminate out

side even jf YOLI can't be home at lunch. Your 

dog receives the benefits of the great out

doors at any given time. 

I don't want to be a principal in thi s 

debate, but I am going to tell you what works 

for me. You see, we didn't have to put holes 

into our home. Even thoug h we live in a 

heavily wooded area, we've had no inva

sions from unwelcome visitors, have noticed 

no difference whatsoever in the utility bills, 

and our dogs arc either too advanced in years 

or too lazy to even think about jumping the 

fence. Seasonally, we use one of two types 

of dog doors that require no demolition of 

any kind, come with security panels to 

negate unwanted ingress or egress, and seal 

more ti ghtly than windows in newer homes. 

These are patio door dog doors. They are 

removable, so you can change them with the 

season and take them with you if you move. 

These doors fit into the track of your sliding 

glass door or sliding screen, are suitable for 

use in cold weather (the sliding door track) 

and in hot weather (the screen track) and in 

most cases are simple and quick to install. 

The winter dog door we use has a tem

pered thermal glass rectangular "w indow" 

above the clog door itself. The installation kit 
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comes with a high-quality insulation strip (the 

door manufacturer calls it a "glass sweep") 

that adheres to the dog door panel and fOnTIS 

a weather-tight seal when met by the sliding 

glass door. The heavy-duty vinyl two-way 

door flap is secured along its sides and bot

tom by magne ts. In our case the door is an 

XLarge, which measures lOS' wide by 15" 

high with a four-inch rise from the floor. 

When the weather WantlS, we remove the 

glass-paneled dog door from the inside track 

and insert the screen-paneled dog door into 

the outside or screen track. Again the door 

comes with an insulating mate rial that, when 

met by the sliding screen door, makes an air

tight seal 0 love this because I've never really 

developed an appreciation of flying or crawl

ing insects in my home, and this effectively 

keeps them Ollt.). The flap is a lighter we ight 

ABS vinyl, again secured by magnets. 

There are really only two things you need 

10 use this Iype of doggie door. The first is, 

obviously, a sl iding glass door and screen. 

The second is peace of mind regarding the 

use of any type of dog door. Read on if 

you've got these two things. 

Installation is simple. The tools required 

amount to a screwdriver and, worst case a 

power drill. An "800" number for installa

tion ass istance was included with the illus

trated instructions for both of the doors we 

use. We called the 800 number when 

installing the winter door because our slid

ing glass door is not standard size. The com-

pany gave us a step-by-step explanation of 

what needed to be done to make the door 

fit. The sc reen door with it s se lf-adjusting 

tension spr ings didn't require any cus

tornization to fit into place. 

Today, there are several manufacturers 

of these types of doggie doors. The doors 
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are advert ised in pet supply catalogs and 
can often be seen at dog shows. They all 
appear to share a similar design; differences 
are mostly in the door·opening sizes and 
manufactured materials. From experience, 
I recommend buying one with the largest 
opening avai lable and that the "rise" (the 
solid part from the floor up to the door) is 
no lower than four inches and no higher than 
six inches regardless of the manufacturer 's 
recommendation. Comparison shop because 
these doors are an investment. 

If you've got Internet access, check out 
the following web si tes for furt her in for· 
mation and price ranges on tradit ional dog 
doors. www.petdoors.com, www.petdoor· 
susa.com. www.dogdoors.com/patio. 
www.das-mall .com/petsonthenet/store/dog
houses. www.pet-expo.com/petdoors. 

Recently, we had the need to allow the 
dogs into the garage from the house. We 
have a complicated arrangement of steps 
Visualize an interior set of short steps from 
the house that lead into the garage. This 
posed a dilemma as the steps end at the door 
and grant no more than seven inches 
between the boltom step and the garage door. 
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There is a three· inch step down to the garage 
floor, further compounding the problem. 
There didn't appear a way we could use any 
existing dog doors. 

An item in a household supply catalog 
solved the problem handily. The item is the 
flexible nylon screen that adheres to the top 
and s ides of the door frame via industrial 
strength hook and loop closures that stays in 
place through the magic of several marbles 
sewn into the bottom seam. Installation is sim
ple; you just mount the several strips of adhe
sive backed loops provided to the door frame. 
Just make sure their position coincides with 
the hooked strips sewn to the screening. 

At the time we installed this screen, the 
type most readily available was one that 
could be drawn aside on one side or the 

other. Since then, other types of hanging 
screens have come on the market, most 
notably one that separates in the center. The 
two hal ves of this screen overlap and as 
such, this type is more effective at keeping 
out flying insects. Two of our dogs learned 
to nose aside the screen. The other two take 
great joy in barreling through and bringing 

it down. In my opinion, the type that sepa· 
rates would work better for dogs and be 
more convenien t for humans as well. The 
cost is not prohibitive and the entire screen 
is easily removed when no longer needed. 

All our Greyhounds and each of our fos
ters learned to use the traditional dog doors 
in anywhere from three minutes to two days. 
Our senior, Suzi, is the only one who refuses 
to go through the dog door from either side. 
She could if she wanted, but when she barks 
for me to let her out or in, I do it. At 17, 
she's entitled. I 
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corrigans' crafts 

I 

By Jack & Amy Colligan 

MATERIALS NEEDED 
· 6 8-foot pieces of I x6x3/4" 

tongue-and-groovc headboard 

· 40 board feet of I x4x3/4" 
lumber for braces and shelf 

• 2 barrel bolt latches 

• 4 door hinges 

• Carpenters glue 

• 3-4 dozen 1-1/4" wood screws 
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Double Dutch Dogproofing 
Make your own Dutch door 

Do you own a curious hound? Are baby 

gates a key component of your deco

rating scheme? Do some doors in your 
house slay pennanently closed to keep out 
prying needle noses? If so, perhaps you 

should consider a DUlch door. Inspired by 

the barns and mills of eas tern Pennsylva
nia, our rendition is fairly inexpensive (under 

$50 if you stick with very basic hardware) 
and evokes a great country feel. 

FRONT VIEW 
---.--r~.,.., 

WIDTH 

1. The Top and Bonom Door 
Measure the length and width of the door 

opening. If possible remove the old door, 
lay it on the workbench and use it as a pat
tern . Make the bottom door s lightly more 
than half the door height. Cut beadboard for 

the top and bottom doors. Also allow space 
for the she lf to be attached to the boltom 
door in the overall height measurement. (We 
found that six 8' pieces of beadboard were 

just enough for a standard door. Larger doors 
may require more.) 

C lamp the boards for the bottom door 

snugly. Measure the needed wid th and take 
half of this measurement off each end board. 
Rip the end boards to necessary width. In 
addition, rip two top boards. 

G lue and clamp the top and bottom 
assemblies. After the glue has dried , remove 
from clamps and sand the door assemblies. 

2. The Shelf 
Measure and cut a piece of I x4" stock 

to the door width. Depending on the loca
tion of the door such as wide door jams or 
wall location the ends may need to be cut at 

an angle. In our case it was between 45-50 
degrees. 

END VIEW TOP VIEW ,... ~ 
RABBIT SHELF 

Next, mill out a rabbit along the under
s ide back edge of the shelf. This creates a 

notch for mounting the shelf to the top of 
the bottom door. The width of the lip of the 
rabbit is the additional space that is added 

into the overall door height. 
Screw the shelf to the bottom door. After 

final fit (check angles after installation) you 

can remove the shelf, add glue, and reattach 
with screws. 
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=~BRACES 

3.The Braces 
Cut four pieces of the I x4" stock to the 

door width . Using glue and screws attach 
these braces along the top and bottom of the 
plain (not bead board) side of the doors. 

Cut two pieces of the Ix4" stock for the 
diagonal braces. Glue and screw the diag
onal braces in place. 

SIDE VIEW 

HINGES 
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Cut four pieces orthe lx4" stock for the 
remaining side braces. Glue and screw in place. 

4. The Hinges 
Transfer the hinge locations fromlhe old 

door or door jamb to the top of the top door 
and the bottom of the bottom door. Use the 
same distance from the edge for the layout, 
the hinge location for the bottom of the lOp 

door, and the lOp of the bottom door. 
Mortise out the door edges for the hinges. 

Remember to mort ise Qut the door jamb for 
the two added hinges by attaching the hinges 
to the Dutch doors and using the old hinge 
locations as reference points. This step can 
wait until after final finishing. 

FRONT VIEW 

5. The Stain and Finish 
Give all surfaces a final sanding. Apply 

the desired stain. Apply three coats of 
polyurethane with a light sanding in between 
each coat. 

6. Hang Door 
Hang the door and adjust the hinges as 

necessary to ensure easy opening and clos
ing. You've already tested the angle on the 
shelf, so you should not have any trouble 
with that now. 

7.Add the Hardware 
Once the door is hung in place, attach the 

desired latch hardware and handles. We used 
a barrel bolt latch for the bottom door to keep 
the door closed and a barrel bolt latch to con
nect the top door to the bottom door. I 

BACK VIEW 

LATCH 

WIDTH 
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you.reinvited 

Saturday, June 2. 2001 
Doggone Walkathon 7 
WeAdopt Greyhounds, Inc.; 9a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Cheshire Canal Bike Path (lock 12 Park), Cheshire, Corm. 
A sponsored walk along the scenic canal line and a 
pOl luck picnic at the pavilion. 
Terry Smith : 203-577-2048 or tws0815@aol.com 

Saturday and Sunday, June 2 and 3, 2001 
3rd Annual Kennel & Greyhound Goodies 
Store Open House and Yard Sale 
8 a.m, to 5 p.m. both days 
Greyhound Placement services of New Hampshire 
265 Mast Road. Goffstown, N.H. 
Fundraiser with lOIS of yard sale items, food. items 

from our catalog store. plus dog baths and nai l c lip
ping for a small donation. Pat Hewitt: 603-625-47 17 

or ahew itt@mediaone.net 

Sunday, June 3, 2001 (rain or shine) 
Greyhound ReunIon and Festival 
11 a.m. 10 3 p.m. 
Greyhour<! Friends West. Inc. 
French Park, North Egremont, Mass. 
The group 's annual fundrai ser, reunion, and bar

beque. Nancy Konnan: 845-868- 1348 or Yvonne 
LaChapelle: Racing4 Hom@aol.com 

Sunday, June 10,2001 
First Annual Greysland Gathering 
11 a.m.lo 4 p.m. 
GreysLand Greyhound Adoption, Inc. 
Hopkinton Stale Park, Hopkinton, Mass. 
Pack a picnic lunch and cnjoy rames, Greyhound 
games. Reiki lalk, obedience demonstration, animal 
communicator, blessing of Ihe hounds, and more. 

Robin Norton: 508-435-6023 or greys5@aol.com 

DATE CHANGE 
June 16,2001 
MonIca's Heart Summer Blast 4 
10a.m.t04 p.m. 
Monica's Heart Greyhound Adoption 
Fun for hounds and humans with gamcs, food, and 

greYllhings to buy. Rich Stoehr; 8 14-695-3607 or 
rrs ll O@aol.com 

Friday, June 22 -Sunday, June 24, 2001 
Annual Greyhound America Gathering 
Race the Wind Greyhound Adoption. Inc. 
Stery! Hall at the Fairgrounds, Abilene, Kan. 
Gamcs, Greyhound fann lour, live auction. rame, 
Greyhound contests. vendors, and catered meals on 
Friday and Saturday even ings. Judy Sparks; grey

dogS@swbell.netorBobMowery: 
ghound@swbell.net 
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Saturday, July 28, 2001 
9th Annual Greyhound Reunion/Picnic 
Rainbo'. ... 's EndIP1ainfield Pets 
The Whitney's House, Harvey's lake, Penn. 
A day of fun, food , games, shopping. and Grey

hounds 
Ann or Gary: 570 -639-26 12 or Diana at dakc@ ptd

prolog.net 

Sunday. August 19th, 2001 
CGA Annual Picnic and Fundralser 
Colol'ado Greyhound Adoption; 12 to 3 p.m. 
Adams County Fairgrounds 
CGA'sAnnual Picnic is a great time for Ihe whole 

famil y. Food. music. vendors, and much more. Con
tact Ann Appel at aappel@regis.edu(303)45 1-6877 
or www.greyhoundadoption. 

Saturday, AugUS125. 2001 
First Annual Greyhound Golf Classic 
Skyline Golf Course, Greenfield Twp., Penn. 
Caplain and Crew [onnal with assigned lee times. 

sale, buffet dinner, and golf prizes. Miles or Roxanne 
Neuits: 570-282- 1326 or skylinegolf@aol.com 

Saturday. September 8, 2001 
Woofstock West Pet Walk; 9 a.m. 10 noon 
Greyhound Friends of North Carolina, Inc. 
Washington Park. Winston Salem, N.C. 
Non-competi tive pet walk with corporate sponsors, 

prizes fo r thosc with pledge shects of $25 or more, 
dog contest, games, vendors, demonstrations, and 
exhibitors. Terry Carr: 336-922- 169 1 or 

Tcarr5049@aol.comorLindaLandry: 336-854-24 11 
or Itarbaby@earthl ink.net 

Sunday, Seplember 9, 2001 
11th Annual Second Chance for Greyhounds Reunion 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Kalamazoo Kennel Club. Kalamazoo, Mich. 
Games, contest, silent auclion, vendors, and fund
raising events in an indoor/oUidoor facility. 6 16-349-

5 104 or www.scfg.org 

Saturday, September 15, 2001 
13th Annual Picnic and Reunion 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Greyhound Rescue, Inc., of Elkridge, Md. 
Waterloo Stale Park, Columbia. Md. 
All Greyhounds adopted though Ihe organization and 
the ir families are invited for a cookout and games. 

Darlene Riden: 410-72 1- 11 54 or d riden@erols.com 

Saturday. September 15, 2001 
2001 WAG Games & Gathering 
We Adopt Greyhounds, Inc.; 11 to 4 p.m. 
Whartoo Brook State Park, Wallingford, Conn. (Route 5 Just 
offExiI13from l-91) 
A fun day to spend with Greyhound owners and their 
dogs with games and vcndors. Ellic Goldstein: 203-

288-7024 or 877-595-099 lor Audice@aol.com 

Saturday, September 15, 2001 
5th Annual Great Greyhound Festival 2001 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Greyhound Placement Service of N.H. 
Hillsboro County Fairgrounds, New Boston, N.H. 
Vendors, food conccssion. Greyhound Goodies Cata
log, contests. and events for all ages. Anne BuckJey: 

603-679-2851 or abuckley@ ultranet.com 

Saturday & Sunday, September 15-16,2001 
Maine Greyhound Festival Days 
Maine Greyhound Placement Service 
Bridgton. Me. 
Infonnational sessions and demonstratio ns, games, 

contests. nail clipping and micro chipping clinics. 
rafnes. Chinese auction, food, kennel lours, and thc 
Tally Ho Shop for Greyhounds and thei r owners. 

Andrea Mane!. 207-783-7440or 
greys@mcgalink.net: Mary Towle, 207-846-4707 or 
zi llcr@juno.com 

Sat., September 22 or Sun .. September 23 
Greyhound Walk 
Register 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. ; finish by 5 p.m. 
PerSOllalized Greyhounds, Inc., Camp Hill, PA and YOO<. White 
Rose Wanderers, York, PA 
Animal Activity Area in the Spring Valley County Park (near 
York, Penna.) Take '-83 North or SOuth to Glen Rock Exit 2 
and follow the signs. 
A Volksmarch featuring Greyhounds as a thcme. 
Elaine Greenwood: 7 17-757-3393; 
olTieg@wcbtv.nct;orwww.pgreys.org 

Sunday, September 23. 2001 
5th Annual Greyhound Walk for life 
Michigan REGAP; 9 a.m. 10 3 p.m. 
Edsel and Eleanor Ford House, 
Grosse Pointe Shores, MiGh. 
1-800-Go Hound or www.rctircdgreyhounds.com 

SurKlay, September 23, 2001 
5th Annual Greyhound Companions Reunion 
Noon to 4 p.m. 
Greyhound Companions of Missouri 
Memoria! Park in Brentwood. Mo. Oust south of highway 40 
and BrentwoOO Blvd., next to the YMCA) 
Vendors. raffles, silent auclion, goodic bags, and con
tests. Sue Oelzen: 3 14-52 1-0867 or 
sue_oelzen@yahoo.com 

Saturday and Sunday, October 6 and 7, 2001 
Greyhound Friends 7th Annual 
Fall Open House Reunion 
Noon to 5 p.m. 
Greyhound Friends of North Carolina, Inc. 
2908 Oak Ridge Road, Oak Ridge, N.C. 
Kcnnel tours, vendors. exhibitors, food. and livc 
enterta inment. Linda Landry: 336-854-2411 o r 
ltarbaby@earthlink.net 
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A & B Originals 
Designer Greyhound 

Apporel 
Hand Crocheted 

Sweaters and Snoods 

Angela M. Curtis 
5803 Brick landing Drive 

Monroe. Ne 28uo 
704·882 ' 1021 

www.geocities.com/seniorgreylove r lABOr; gina Is 
angbruce88@carolina.rr. com 

KREATIVE K-9 FASHIONS 

Hand Made Coats for Greyhounds 

~ 
P.O. BOI 8493 

,, ! Warwick, RJ 02888 

Kreative.k9,fashions@att,nel 

Upon Hearinglhe Nevvs 
That Fast Jack Is Online ... 

bttp:/lbome.a tt.netl- kreative. k9.fasbions 

FEATURING: 

·Gusto· Bec.vne So Excited He Coukin·t Control Hlmselfl RAINCOATS 
SNOW COATS 
WINTER COATS 

Allthingsgreyhound.com 

A great selection of greyhound 
gifts and related items for 

dogs and their humans 

Visit us online today to see our selection. 

All major credit cards accepted! 

If you have any questions, or have 
items that you think would work well 
on our site. please do not hesitate to 

send us an email! 

hUp:llwww.allthingsgreyhound.com 
email: sales@allthingsgreyhound.com 
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Nc> 1?C>D~S ;f{hc>ut It! 1>~tC:Jr~ 
K.!.robarLy l'!schar-X orth }f,ladoD. XJ 

(J)aify r:1, Ovemi{Jfit Care--P.J(f:{usivefy Por Si{Jfitfioumfs 
III:My 1Vortnem m COUlllly J{ollle·~ceffellt <R.!jerellces 0:[ <JUl tes 

973·595-1451 (office) 973-238-1429 (nollle) '/(JlIl6t@ao[colll 

Organic Raw Diets For Pets-Innova-Galifornia Natural- Sjx>t's Stew 
Full line Of Hertal & Natural Supplerrents-Natural Flea & Tick Products 
Custom Mace Personalized Sweaters & More! 

" l et Your Grey Stay & Play, While You Are Away. 
They' ll Be loved, Fed, & Cared For, All Night & All Day" 

K. Fischer 

A~ •••• ··~.········· £······~····~ 
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Pierced Earrings 
on posts (shown) 
Sterling S25. 
14k Gold $ 125. 

as drops on 4mm ball tops 
Sterli ng $32. 
14k Go ld $1 45. 

Bracelet (71 /4") 
Sterling $56. 
14k Gold 5346. 

also avail able in 6 1 '~" and Stir 
(please inquire ) 

58 cgmagaz~e 

Sterli ng $39. 
14k Gold $249. 

Ghe Golden :Hound 

270 Bellevue Ave. #303 
NCwpOlt, Rl 02840 

401-247-1664 

goldenhollnd @efortress.com 
www.goldenhollnd.colll 

Full catalogue 52.00 refund able with purchase. 

Pa rlion o f proceeds bene fil s greyhound 
adoption & Morris Animal Foundalion. 

Ring 

529. 
$ 125. 

on I S" snake chain (shown) 
Sterling $32. 
14k Gold 5 169 . 

on 18" rope chain 
Sterling 527. 
14k Gold SI16, 
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iiWiiv. AYALASCULPTURES 

"Queen of the Carpet" BY lIM AYALA 

The "Queen" is the first in a series of 
sculptures honoring the unique beauty 
and grace of the greyhound. 

• Bronze • Solid walnut base 
4.S" L x 3S" W xS"'H 
(measurement Includes base) 

• Numbered by the artist 

This special first-time offering: $ 180.00 
WA State residents add: $1 5.48 taxes - Ship/handling: $8.00 

A portion of proceeds donated to greyhound adoptiOn agencies. 

Place order 
online or write: 

Free Broshure 

East West Designs, Inc. - lim Ayala 
2110 N 60th St, Seattle, WA 98103 
email: jayala@ayalasculptures.com 
fax: (206) 729-8168 

_,-~ T hirty- two colorful pages with out-of-thls-world 
greyhound gifts, home accessories, jewelry. clothing, 
collec tibles, coliars and more. Do the best shopping 
on earth right from your own home. Send $2 for the 
Greyhound Adoption Center catalog to shop by 
phone, fax or mail. Or go to www.greyhoundog.org 
right now to shop securely on-line. 

Everything you spend goes to send more 
greyhounds to loving homes. 

~ 

Greyhounij r J 

Dept. CG • PO. Box 2433 r- ) Adoption 
La Mesa, CA 9 1943-2433 (i ~( Center 
Toll-free 1-877-GR8TDOG 01' 
www ,greyhoundog,org ) 

formerly Greyhound Pe15 of AmerlCalCalifornla Adoption Center 
A non-profi t volunteer-run greyhound re-;cue-and-adopUon organization. 

Products Supporting Greyhounds and the Groups Which Find 
Homes for Them - 100% of All Profits Are Contributed 

www.northcoastgrtyhounds.comlsupport · cara@humboldt l .com 

291 Sunnygrove Avenue · McKinlEyVille, CA 95519 
(7071839-4765 . FAX: (7071839-2636 

HUMBOlDT OOI..M'Y. Col. 

:~~i · ·: 
f. 

.' 
.- , 

Take Another Greyhound Home t-shirts • jewelry 
handcut wooden ornaments & nametags - embroidered hats & sweatshirts 

NCGS Innovative Designs al/ feature 5 Dogs: Billie, Max, Davie, Mike and Betty 

Please send a sase for product printout or visit our webpage. Take ~oilier Greyhound Home 
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Check our the Greyhound Friends' Catalog for many distinctive items: 

• T-shirts, V lIeck shirts, & Polartee Vests 
• Flags & Ballllers • Hood Omalllellts 
• Frallled prillts • Collars & Coats, alld IIllich 1II0re 

Otder online by visiting our website & click the catalog button or call Jenny 
at 508.278.5076. She can also be reached by email at ghcatalog@mindspring.com 

www.greyhound.org 

HE~VENl..,,( HOUNOS 
17~ WIt.l1)ROSE. C To 
S~ARO$AJCA 

95403 
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Greyhound Friends Inc., of Hopkinton 
Massachusetts is a small, non-profit organi
zation dedicated to educating the public 
about the plight of racing greyhounds and 
finding loving and responsible homes for 
these magnificent creatures. Greyhounds 
have gentle dispositions and make wonderful 
companions. Tax deductible donations are 
welcome. Please send them to our kennel at 
167 Saddle Hill Road, Hopkinton, MA01748. 
Our IRS authorization number is 22·2624136. 

00 
CA'RTOONS 9'( lUJ COHOl 

WWW.H[~VEHL'iHO\JHOS. COt-1 
.]COME.HSANP i)AOL. CONI 

707-573-1312. 

"To help you keep your 
hounds warm, 
dry and safe; 

I hand craft each 
Garment myself 

to insure the highest 
quality and fit. 

Call me and see for 
yourself" 

Eng Karnelsen 

For Greyhounds, Whippets 
& Italian Greyhounds 

. Ultrex/Polar Fleece Coats 
. Rain Coats 

· Tummy Warmers 
· Windblock Coats 

. Booti es 
. Collars & Leads 

· A portion of your 
purchase goes back to 
your adopti on program 

All coats & booties 

251 1 Hwy. 73 
Cambridge, WI 53523 

Toll Free: 877·423-7345 
Weekdays 8:30a.m.-2 :30p.m. 

Fax Any ti me Toll Free : 8 77 -4 23·7345 
WWW.k9apparei. com 

Or eng@k9 apparei. com 
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C;reyhound 

6tudies 
A TANGlE-fHn lEASH THAT HIAllY WORKS! 

The look of a Grey tangled in a leash says; 
"What are you going to do about this," 

THE NO HANG UP<!> Is The Answer! 
.Designed for Greys by a Grey Owner. 

T·6hirl:.!.. ~o!at:5hirb. NoUCarcb t. More 

From original pen and ink. de.sigM 

\V,iu. or call for a [reo! brochure: 

K..athy tJO)'ne~ 
79'>5 \V. 164th Pta" 
Tlo"" P,'" IL 60477 

70815'>2-464,> 

www.mrsbones.com 

THE NO HANG UP' DOUBLE THE NO HANG UP' 

Up to 12 ft of Tangle-free Safe ty l 

A Flex ible Fiberglass Rod with a PolyesterlNylon Leash Cord 
Allows you to Keep Your Grey Tan gle-Free ft Safe, 

A Sh ock Absorbing Bicycle,S tyle Hand Grip ft Safety Loop 
Takes the Strain Off your Hands. 

phone: (2071767-1308 

toll free: (8771767-1308 

fax: (2071 767-1313 

!t A New Hold" ft Close-Control 'Short-E' s' are also Available. !t 
)J Start Your Grey Walking FUN· Order One Today )J 

email: mrsbones@mrsbones.com 

121 Pilgrim Road South Portland, ME 04106 

Elegantly Embroidered 
Greyhounds 

by 
Sports Gallery 

We embroider all garments: Jackets, Hats, Fashion 
Sweatshirts, T-Shirts and Denim. Many Design Choices. 
We can also digitize your designs or logos. 
One of a kind holiday gifts for the Greyhound Lover. 
For a catalog of fine gifts, and to be included on our mailing 
list, please call, write, fax or e-mail us. 

(856)845·6943 
(856)845·0785 fax 

Sports Gallery 
664 Mantua Pike 

Woodbury, NJ 08096 

e-mail : 
elyoung@philly.infi.net 

Portions of all sales donated to Greyhound Friends, Inc. 

summer 2001 

Hound Togs'" 
COATS j llSt for Greyhoullds, 

(Salt/kil. W'hipprts, 1G''s 6-Mor~) 

• Cozy Wa rmth 
• Perfecc FiC 
• EasyCare 

• Money· back 
Guarantee 

7ue '8'<4~ 
Call or Fax (650) 343·2774 

or write: 

e·mail: Itowldtogs@aol.com 
or www. llOlllldtogs.com 

1325 Howard Ave., PAtB 510 BltrlilJglolt,CA 
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£'~.~ Wanna Color? 
New Greyhound Coloring Book 

16 pages + colorable cover leUing the story 

of one lucky greyhound's adoption day. 

Send check or money order for $5.95 each (includes 

shipping) leA residents add 7.5% ga les laxllo: 

Thorn Enterprises' Dept. CG 30 I 
4478 Wilson Avenue 

San Diego. CA 92 1 16 

www.thornworks.com 
P"yP"1 ""pl,d r" ooli., ,,""it = .d o.d"" ~ 

Paw Prints 

Visit us on the web at 
www.my3greys.com 

email:sales@my3greys.com 

58529 Walnut Hill Trail Elkhart, Indiana 46517 Phone: 219.874.0559 Fax: 219.675.0589 

A portion of all net proceeds are contributed to greyhound adoption programs 

cr""tnered Gems 
S lcliil1B sif"cl' al1a aCtllSl0llC 

6"cyftoulld jcwcfl·y 

Introducing "Caelestis" 
our winged greyhound logo, 

as a sterling silver pendant or brooch! 
Also featuring: 

Over 20 different sterling silver or 
14k gold vermeil greyhound charms 
plus Irish sixpence greyhound coins. 

Custom beaded jewelry available: 
10 lanyards, ear cuffs, necklaces, 

earrings, bracelets, eyeglass leashes. 
For a brochure, call Q1. fax to: 

(313) 928·9123 
Or visit our website: 

http://WWoN.featheredgems.com 
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Custom hooded polar fleece coats and tapestry 
marting<lle sa fety collars for greyhounds 

Call or write for info rmation 

Linda ~'Iiranda 

PO Box 108 lJerby Line 
\Tr OS8JO - 0108 

(819) 876 - 2980 rlmiranda@vidootron.c,l 

875 Farrington Corner Road 
Hopkinton, NH 03229 

1·603-225·7274 
email:sshepard @conknet.com 

Catalog on Request $1 .00 

Greyhound Statues 
for 

Home or Garden 

Sandicast® 
Life-Size Greyhound Statues 

23-1/2" L x 12-1/2"W x 26-112" H 
available in Bronze,Verdigris,& WhVBmdL 

$320.00 + shipping 

Stone Garden® 
Sitting Greyhound Statues 

16-3/4" W x 29" H 
Bronze Finish-$290.00 

FawnlWhite Finish-$290.00 
Greystone-$240.00 

+ Shipping 
Other statues available in our catalog 
15% of sales donated to Greynounds! 
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HAUTE GREYHDUND FA!iHIDN!i 
FANCY COLLARS, LEASHES, COATS. JEWELRY, TOYS. RACING SILKS. BEDS. DECALS 

GREYHDUND DE!iIGNER FA!iHIDN!i FOR YDU 
DENIM SHIRTS. RACING HATS. SWEATS. T-SHIRTS. GIFTS 

www.K-9DE!iIIiN!i.CDM 

Telephone: i!53.lilit.i!9D5 Fax: i!53.lilit.5935 
, ~ We offer wholesale pricing to Greyhound Adoption Groups 

Mention this ad for a free i with first order. 

~-,C..~~ ~~~ 
~- ~-="~ 

~ATURE'S HALO ~ 
100% Natura l Pet Products® 

Cedarwood and 
C itrus Shampoos 

• 100% Natural 
• Contains essential o il s 
• O live oi l based 
• Helps control ilchy·flaky sk in 
• Moisturizes 
• Kill s fleas on contac t 

Citrus Spritz Bath 

• Ki lls fleas on contact 
• Deodori zes coat / bedding 
• Cleans, moisturizes between shampoos 

Ca ll or write for in formation 
1·800· 240-9667 
Airel , Inc. 
PO Box 92 1 • Tillamook OR 97 141 

•• w· w· w· ~~~~~ 
W· ~'l'JPRIN~W. ~ ~ ~ 
~ of R/tilhfOlft/ S ~ S(el4kolAl4J SAI4D ~ 

tI/ftit{;lee dflti critter collrrtlpfeg J J 
100% goes to the [)ogsl 

• f1 .... rUII • ., rtome ICceaaorlec 
• AllII .... ' .. vlnton/ownlture, Jewel", .. mile. ~ Check out our: ~ 

-HUIn·Renailer fllurlnes 
• BUM', Bee' crlnor Ind .. rlOOli carl Products Awesome Website 

• B •• tho-llrlad.lft"lncludlM custom .. t Arthritis Help/Glucosamine 
- Book" cardl" rubber 111m" ~ Weekly Auction ~ • To., .. tro.t, for .our fum friends Free 20-page Guide 

Unique Apparel & Items!! 877-700·PAW5 (7297 J 

5624 Broadw.~ - Rlchmond,lL - 18151618·1291 ~ ~ 
•• pawprlnt@mc.nel btl!:! {uslr.mc.nell"p .... Pr~1I •• www.greyhoundgang.com 
•• •• 435-644-2903 

•• •• • ••• •.•. . .•. ~~~~~ 
summer 2001 

SiO"190Cl)~qERS • i V Y Jewelry Design ~ 
14kt & Sterling Silver Jewelry 

Rubber Stamps 
Embroidered Caps & Totes 

Look for us in the histor ic 1851 
·Old Stone House" in 

Cambridge, Wisconsin & meet our 
retired racing on staff. 

FOR CA TALOG CALL 
1-800-352-3762 
608-423-4446 
Visit us on the web at : 

I 
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Decorative and functional sighthound collars featuring our popular 1·112 Inch wide, 
fur lined, adjustable collars. 

The Regal Line, adjustable collars adorned wit trims befitting the 
king and queen hounds of your castle. 
Necklaces for your hounds featuring semi-precious stone8, gla .. beads 
and carved bone. 
Sterling Sliver Jewelry by Black Horse Design. 
Note Cards and Address Labels with original artwork. 
Decals, Muzzles, Squawkers, and much more. 

http://www.silkroadcollars.com 

SlIkRdClrs@aol.com (253)841-3005 PST 

Wholesale orders we/come, many adopt/on groups carry Silk Road Collars, we encourage 
you to support your local greyhound adoption groups. 

GREYHOUND TALES 
True Stories Of Rescue, Compassion & Love 

i.. ~ Edited by Nora Star .,.. jI 
~ Introduction by Susan Netboy ~ 

-There is a very special class of privileged citizens in this country, those who 
have gotten to know a greyhound. 1\ is an experience like no other and this book 
is living testimony to thai fact. Unlike other privileged societies, the one built 
around the greyhound is very easy to join. You don', have to be born into it 
... you just have to be willing to give love and accept love.n Roger A, Carels 

"" ~ _ P,"'.:,~PC~ 
; (~'-~jf('~/~ 

SEND $15.95 TO : STAR , 9728 TENAYA WAY, KE I.SEYVILLE, CA 95451 
REDUCED RA T ES TO RESCUE GROUPS. PROFITS A LL CO TO DOGS 

Warm Your Hound With ... 
POLAR BOOTS & HOODS, 

HQUND TOGS & 
( RISANTHEMUMS DOG COATS 

Make 'Em Beautiful... 
WITH A NEW GROOMING MITT 

Make You Beautiful... 
WITH AN EMBROIDERED r -SHIRT OR 

LONG SLEEVE DENIM SHIRT 

GREAT GIFTS!! 
• ~ "'If)' III..... . 

'GREYHOUND STERliNG IEWElRY- ' 
HORSE DESIGNS 

I!I 
§u.at 

We carry a wonderful 
selection of statues 

4667 Route 3 1 • V e rnon, N e w York 1 
315-829-4800. dixi @vern_lCls_n." 
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NEW!!NEW!!NEW!! 
ClIristm .. GIrd! • Window Deals 

O«Of.tive Pins • ron . 
c.ndle HoIdm 

i Bb" SI<ti Mall Sol T!II'I"" 

CAll OR WRITE FOR 
OURCATAWGI 

Advertise 
in Celebrating Greyhounds Magazine 

Sell your products, 

service. 
website, etc. 

Here~ 

Contact: 
Celebrating Greyhounds 

Advertising 
P.O. Box 358 

Marblehead. MA 01945-0358 

Payments and deadline: 
Spring issue: December 1 
Summer issue: March 1 

Fall issue: June 1 
Winter issue: September 1 
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Kody (VJ's Honeybunch) 1988 - 2001 
Owned and loved by CG 

Magazille regular contributor 
Jordan H. Grauslark, Kody 
died from a large lumoron the 
right atrium of his he.'U1. He left 
peacefully and with dignity. 
Kody enjoyed a brief career as 

a therapy dog. \Va-> gentle and loving with all chil
dren, <Uld never mel a stranger. He lived with 
seven otl1erGreyhow1ds and Italian GreyhOlmds, 
including his litter sister V l 's Geisha. 

Kooy became frunolls because of his severe, 
life-threatening bouts of thunderphobia. llleSe 
episodes led to much research and a visit with 
Dr. Nicholas Do(hmm at the Tufts Veterinary 
School's Behavior Clinic in North Grafton, 
Mass. As a result of the groundbreaking infor
malion gained via trials of various Greyhound
friendly doses of phannacological agents and 
behaviormcxlification, Greyhotmd owners now 
have definitive solutions that may assist their 
hounds who suffer the same phobia. Kody 's 
treatment was the subject of a popular, fre
quently-reprinted article from the first issue of 
Celebrating Greyhollnds Magazine (Summer 
1996). Thai article led Graustrak 10 give a lec
ture on thlmderphobia al the Dewey BO<1Ch Gath
ering in 1997. Kody, dressed up as a Prozac(r) 
pill, assisted. Through tllis widely disseminated 
article, Kody 's experiences have and wiU con
tinue to help Greyhounds with similar phobias. 

Marshall (Jim Cruz COX CGC T01.) 1989 - 2001 
Owned and loved by Cindy and Paul Sis

son of Louisiana, Marshall, a fabulous fun-lov
ing obedience dog, was featured twice in CG 
Magazine. GPA/Louisiana wasn't originally 
able to read his tattoos, so they named him after 
the Texas town and humane society where he 
was impounded. He stayed in foster care longer 
than most dogs from that group. As an older 
dog (age 6) and a big, dark brindle, he was 
passed over a number of times. We later dis
covered he won his maiden on his first time out 
as a puppy and quickly climbed to grade A as a 
racer. Just before he graded off he was a solid B 
(and occasionally A) dog al Soulhland, one of 
the top tracks in the country. 

MarshaU was Cindy'S rUSI dog, and Ihey 
leamed the obedience grune together just for fun. 
He didn't panicularly enjoy learning things, but 
absolulely loved showing 01I what he had leanm. 
The firstlirne he went into the ring he got a 188, 
and every time after that he was in the I 90s (Ollt 
of200, where 170 is qualifying.) He was a lop-five 

obedience Greyhound in 
1998, 1999,andinthelopone 
ortwo in 2(01 He finished up 
hisCDXjusllast January,look 
high in trial at the Southern 
Greyhound Specialty in 
March, ~U1d rel'ired fTOm regu

larcompetition the day after with his all time high 
score of 1%.5/200. 

Marshall was diagnosed with bladder 
cancer and osteosarcoma a week later. Mar
shall wi ll be missed. 

Jau 1988 -2001 
Owned and loved by BruOOra Folkin ofSacm

mento, Calif., Jazz, the adorable, smiling Grey
howld shown in Jocly Fredericks' "How to Move 
with Greyhounds" article, was felled by osleosar
coma. She loved todo lap; ., tllC }'llId 10 tlle very end. 
She will be missed by mru1y. 

Jackie (Sunscreen Jackie) 1994 - 2001 
Owned and loved by Suzanne Cottreuax and 

her family of Dallas, Tex., Jackie, featured in the 
Fall 2(Xl) ls&Je as ''Gabrielle's Nanny," sUCClUTIOCd 
to kidney disease. Her sire ruxl dmn were Smug
gler's I.Xn and Panama Jackie. HergnUldsires were 
Joe Dump(anAiaooma legend) and Hi Speed Ctil
ter, grand dams were Major Mischief and May 
Sales. She was adopted from thetrack in Binning
hruTI,Aia., in May of 1995. 

Rona (JA's Ally) 1989 - 2001 
Owned and loved byCyntllia 

Brnnigan and OwIes Rissel and 
the inspiration behind Cynthia's 
article "On, Demh, Dying, and 
Dogs:' Fiona died of kidney fail
ure. She was one of a tllJckload 
of Greyhounds delivered 10 

MakePeace Witl,Animais., the fall of 1991 . They 
had been colJected at random from several New 
England tracks and were identifiable only by tl1eir 
eartattoos.At the time, Fiona was known simply as 
"brindle, female, number seven." She was thin, 
depressed, and seemed at the time never to have 
known love. 

After a few false stru1S, Fiona went 10 live 
with Cynthia and Charles on Christmas Eve. 
Cynthia did not realize immediately that Fiona 
was her dog, but Ajax (Special Police) did. He 
insisted on keeping her, and, of course, Cynthia 
agreed. Only later was it discovered that Ajax: 
was Fiona's uncle. Together they graced the 
cover or the second edition of Adopting the Rac
ing Greyhound. Fiona went on to model for Pre* 

inmemoriam 

vention Magazine ~Uld the Animal Magnetism 
mail order catalogue. 

Cynthia WI;les, "ShestupaSSed.by 15 months, 
the prediction of severa] veterinruians about when 
~-.e WOl~d SllCCtunb to her kidI-.ey disease. She faced 
her illness with courage and dignily.In thecnd, she 
did not ' lose her battle' but, rather, look in full what 
life had to offer, and then let it go." 

Man 1 986 -2000 
Andi 1986 -2000 
Aimee 1997 - 2001 

All owned and loved by 
CC artist MicheleC.1JTI',",~e, 
and all died within two 
months of each other. 

Matt was found living rehind a gas station 
in Florida. After finding his way to New Jer
sey, Man adopled Michele and herolherGrey
hound, Matisse, two years ago after Michelle 
first fostered him on weekends. Malt, pictured 
in CC lasl year, decided 10 spend all his remain
ing time with them. 

Matt brought smiles to everyone he met. 
Although he had several medical problems, 
Matt had a strong will and never complained. 
He loved to walk on the beach and visit nursing 
homes. When his back legs became too weak 
to walk, he enjoyed rides in the mini van. 

Andi the cat, who was featured in the sum
mer CG two years ago in "Raising Aimee," 
died one day after Man's passing. Andi, who 
was also 14, brought Aimee home when she 
was a baby skunk. Andi and Matisse personally 
raised Aimee, who also passed away recently. 

Aimee died in February at age 6. She had 
lived freely in tllC neighborllOod (where she was 
well-known and loved), wore a collar, had rabies 
shots, and came into the house once in a while. 
Although she was never de·scented, she never 
sprayed her frunily or her neighborhood friends. 
She loved to carry around cat toys and leave them 
at neighbors ' houses. Aimee also enjoyed stay
ing in the Carnevale back yard and going on 
walks around the neighborhood with Matisse 
and, later, with Man, On the night she died, she 
came into the house to be with her family. 

This sectioll bidsJcm.'welf /0 rhe Greyhoullds who were 
Ihe/oc(ll poilll ojprel'iolls arlicll'S. lI'l're picllII'ed in Ce/
ebr(llillg Greyhoul/ds Magazine, 01' II'ho had a pr%l/lld 
imfXIcl 01/ Ihe lI'orlcJ ojGreyhollllds. We regrellhar 
bec(luse 0/ space /imil(l!io1ls we call1lOI piclure orher 
deceased Greyhowu!s ;11 this st'cliOlll/or call we pub
lish II'ritlenlr;blffeS(llld IJOeIllJ (loom them. May they 
all m ce 11';r" r"e (llIgels. 
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