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Your Questions Answered 

A Vermont adopter writes that 
her greyhound (who has been won
derful up to now) has started 
growling at them when they "ask" 
her to get off the bed. She adds that 
her husband is afraid to push the 
issue for fear she might bite. What 
can they do? 

From the use of the word "ask" it 
sounds like this dog has been allowed 
to get her own way to a point where 
she is now challenging you for the 
alpha pos ition in the household. By 
your tone of voice you need to show 
her that this is a command not a ques
ti on' She also needs her access to the 
bed restricted, at least until such time 
that she reali zes it is a privilege and 
not a right to be allowed on the bed. 
Some clogs (and thi s isn' t limited to 
greyhounds) can come to feel the bed 
is their personal pro perty. 
Please see related article in 
this issue, "Handling Domi
nance with Subtlety" on page 
26. 

SevCI"al readers have 
requested information 
about greyhounds and seed 
warts. 

This is more properl y an
swered by a veterinaria n and 
will be dealt with in a future 
issue of Celebratillg Grey
Ito llllds. 

Dick Roberge, adoptive 
dad to Fancy and Boney 
from Old Orchard Beach, 
Maine, writes as follows: 

by Joan Dillon 

answer, it is important to us. Both 
of our greys have a habit of shak
ing their head as though their ears 
are bothering them - one a great 
deal more than the other. I have 
brought them to a vet and had their 
ears checked (and cleaned) but this 
does not seem to help. Other grey
hound owners tell me this is not 
normal and their dogs do not do 
this very frequently. Other than 
keeping us awake at night, I am 
concerned about their comfort." 

• 

Excessive head shak ing andlor 
paw ing at the ears is usually a symp
tom of an underlying medi cal prob
lem. In most cases, th e culprit is ear 
mites and they can usually be found 
by examining some ear wax under a 
microscope. Other causes can be a 
bacterial, yeast, or fungus infec tion 
or possibly even a tick which is deep 
in the ear. I would recommend that 
you seek a second opinion, possibly 
from a larger veterinary hospital 
which may have someone who spe
cializes in ea r problems. 

Donna Logsdon of Louisville, 
Kentucky wants to know if it is a 
greyhound trait for them to lay 
their heads upside down in your 
hands or between your legs, lean
ing into and pushing you rather 

strongly while you rub 
their cars (see photo). 
The obvious response is that 
Ivy enjoys it and by push
ing you is requesting that 
you continue. Dogs deri ve 
pleasure from many di ffer
ent types of handling, rub
bing, petting, etc. You have 
evidently found a favorite of 
Ivy's . Incidentali y, thi s is 
fa irly common among grey
hounds and other dogs with 
longer noses. 

" Perhaps you ' ll find this a 
ridiculous question but, 
since we cannot obtain the 

" Scratc:h my ears, please." Ivy, photo courtesy of Donna 
Logsdon , Louisville, KY. 

Send your quesliolls 10 JOCI11 
al P.D. Box 173. !-Iolbrook. 
MA 02343 . A g rey lto lllld 
oWller sillce 1979. site also 
fo slered over Iltirt." g re."
Ito ll llds belll'eell 1985-1995. 
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CG Readers Speak Out 
About Martha Norwalk 
Speaks .... 

As the owner of two well-be
haved, uncrated dogs, I am con
cerned about the crate training 
paragraph. I feel it implies 
"Adopt the dog, then crate the 
dog." That is not the way to do 
it. Let me first state that I amllot 
talking about the fearful dog. 
They often need and like to have 
a crate. I am talking about the 
regular dog. 

Why crate at all? "For the 
first few weeks the dog should 
be in the crate 1I10st of the time." 
Please. The dog should be with 
the family. I assume that the fam-
ily is home most of the time for 
those weeks getting used to the 
dog as he is getting used to you 
and your home. If needed, use a 
leash to keep him near and gradu
ally open up the rest of your 
house, as appropriate for your 
dog. 

Knight speaks his mind. Photo courtesy of Jini 
Foster, Framingham, MA. 

If you need to crate the dog, it 
must be done gradually, just like 
leaving him. Then you will learn if 
yours, like one of mine, is a dog who 
cannot be crated. I listened to my 
kelUlel "expert" and my dog and I had 
a terrible experience with "auto
matic" crating. 

Luckily I didn ' t have a metal 
crate as a friend did. She came home 
to a bloody mess and an injured dog. 
So, please do not generalize. Know 
your dog. Take the time to read; to 
educate yourself. Crating is not a 
mllst! 

I also don't agree that your dog 
needs to earn its way out of the crate. 
You can establish alpha by look, tone 
of voice and behavior. For transgres
sions, make the dog go to its bed. 
Freedom has nothing to do with crat
ing. Yes, you must be watchful, be
cause the dog will try get away with 
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whatever it can, so you do need to 
reinforce your position. 

As you have, I highly reconunend 
reading The Second-Hand Dog by 
Carol Lea Benjamin. 

Jini Foster 
Framingham, Mass. 

About Chocolale .... 
I just read your 3Iticle on choco

late and greyhounds. ("Your Ques
tions Answered" by Joan Dillon, CG, 
Winter 1996) 

Two weeks before Christmas my 
two year old female Phoebe ate two 
bags of milk chocolate kisses. I was 
desperate for help. My vet told me 
to just watch her and keep them in
formed. She was sick the first night 
and then for the next twenty-four 
hours she had diarrhea. 
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I fed her boiled rice un
til she returned to normal 
bowel move ment s after 
about forty-eight hours. She 
was hyperacti ve for the next 
two days but other than a 
very festive back yard due 
to the red green and silver 
wrappers, she has made a 
full recovely. 

Your 3Iticle has filled in 
many of the blanks for me. 
Thank you. 

Thank you so much for 
your wonderful magaz ine. 
We love all of the aIticies 
and have gotten some great 
information. Keep up the 
good work! 

Lori Robinson 
Averill Park, N.Y. 

Aboul COlllrollillg a High
Prey Grey .... 

Yesterday, I received my 
Celebrating Greyhounds and read 
your article about Duffy. ("Control
ling a High-Prey Grey," Jody 
Frederick, Winter 1996.) It was velY 
interesting because yesterday I pur
chased a Gentle Leader collar for 
QuickSpot. Well, I wanted to get a 
muzzle because he bit me while I was 
trying to pull him back from another 
dog. 

So, I picked one up and was feel
ing a little sorry for QS as he is the 
only dog I know wearing this con
traption. But, in a test run last night, 
it didn't seem to bother him at all. 
So, it was reassuring to hear about 
Duffy and his Haiti. 

I' d be interested in any experi
ences you can pass along. 

Congratulations on a well-writ
ten, and, for QS and me, a very well
timed article!! 

Chris Farmerie 
Pacific Grove, Calif. 
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About Pack Behavior .... 
Thanks for your publication, Cel

ebrating Greyhounds. We read it 
cover to cover and love every bit of 
it. It has become a staple of all own
ers in the Atlanta area. Both local 
adoption agencies recommend it to 
all new parents, and the primary At
lanta Greyhound trainer and the 
Southeast Greyhound Club are 
spreading the word to new and old 
owners alike. We look forward to 
many more Issues. 

We recently had an accident with 
one of our boys that prompted me to 
write an article to help others prepare 
for similar situations. My writing was 
inspired by the article by Lilian Bar
ber on "Pack Behavior" in your fall 
issue. Nothing that I have said is dra
matically eye opening, but the com
mon sense and thought it provokes 
can have significant impact on how 
someone deals with a similar situa
tion. My article was published in the 
January issue of Greyhound Challer, 
the newsletter of the Southeastern 
Greyhound Club . I have updated it 
for this issue of Celebrating Grey
hounds. 

It looks like the healing will 
stretch over most of 1997. Those last 
few yards are the toughest and the 
slowest, but he is a happy dog who 
is back to having fun and playing 
with his brother. To look at him on 
the street, a stranger wouldn't even 
know he was injured. 

Craig Cerreta 
Atlanta, Ga. 

Please see "Spinal Injuries "on page 
18 - Ed 

About Separation Anxiety and other 
articles for nell' adopters .. .. 

I am really enjoying this wonder
ful new magazine! It's a must for all 
of us who love this wonderful breed 
and, thus, I'm recol11_mending itta all 
of WAG's (We Adopt Greyhounds, 
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Inc.) centra l Pennsylvania adopters! 
I can't tell you how many times 

I've dug out an issue with an ar1icle 
that relates to a question I've been 
asked! Just today a family called who 
had picked up their greyhound at the 
South Windsor kennel in Connecti
cut over the weekend. The dog had 
been light-hearted and happy for two 
whole days. 

When the family went back to 
work and school on Monday, they 
were surprised at the difference in the 
dog's demeanor. Plus, they found 
that she had diahrrea and had vom
ited in their absence. 

Gratefully, I could give them 
some suggestions. The articles on 
separation anxiety from Celebrating 
Greyhounds were invaluable! 

Thanks for all the insight, humor 
and information. I look forward to 
the next issue! 

Jennifer Greene 
Harrisburg, Pa. 

Adoption Representative 

Reader to real/er 011 osteosar
COIlIlI ••••• 

I was prompted to write by a let
ter from Liz Gugliette of Lunenburg, 
Massachusetts. She has a dog with 
osteosarcoma. 

Our dog was also diagnosed with 
osteosarcoma in June of 1995, and 
she is sti ll with us and doing very 
well! Maybe this will be of interest 
to other dog lovers , so I have at
tempted to write it up as an article . 

Jerry & Kathy Dubuque 
San Leandro, Calif. 

Liz Guglielle lost her greyhound but 
appreciated the Dubuque 's efforts on 
her behalf Please see "Sharks to the 
Rescue" on page 6.- Ed. 

We we/colI/e your letters. rhey II/ay 
be edited for brel'ity or clarity. 
Please sel/(l thell/ by II/ail to the edi
torial office or, e.'ell befler, via e
li/ail to: greythoul/(l@aol.colI/ 
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Niles: 
My 
Hero 
by 
Connie 
Cassidy 

HERO 

HOUND 

black dog, the 
driver jumped 
back in his truck 
and stayed there 
without attempt
ing to move it un
til the police ar
rived. 

Niles is my seven
year old retired grey
hound racer, a well-be
haved, gentle and re
served dog, who has 
been with me for 
nearly three years. 
When I adopted Niles, 
I was aware that grey
hound s were not 
known to be "watch 

Niles, the strong, not so silent and very impressive type. Photo courtesy of 
Connie Cassidy, St. Joseph, MI. 

The police 
officer was also a 
little wary of 

dogs," but I also knew 
that having a big dog on the premises 
might be enough to discourage most 
intruders. 

On the day that I picked him up 
from the adoption group, he was the 
only one of thirty dogs who made a 
sound. He let out one enormous 
"woof' that rattled the windows of 
the gymnasium and eve ryone 
laughed at him, including me. But I 
was really glad that I had a "barker," 
as [live alone and my closest neigh
bor is a gas station. 

It' s a bit disconcerting when he 
wakes me at 3 a.m. to warn me that 
there 's a bunny in our yard, or that a 
deer has come too close to our fence, 
but [ never, ever have discouraged 
his barking. 

His frantic barking woke me one 
night nearly two years ago, and I as
sumed it was the usual "critter in the 
back yard" warning. I said, "It's okay 
Niles, go back to sleep,"and then re
alized that I could hear a Semi-truck 
revving its engine much too close to 
the house. When I got up to see what 
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it was, I couldn't believe my eyes. 
A trucker had tried to turn around 

in the circular drive that connects my 
house and dance studio and had the 
front axle hung up on a big landscap
ing boulder. He was !tying to rock 
his big rig off of it and if he suc
ceeded, he was going to do serious 
damage to my dance studio. 

1 went running out the door in my 
nightie, waving my arms and yell
ing, and when he still didn't stop, I 
threw all one hundred pounds of me 
in front of the truck, which was just 
inches from the building. He stopped 
then, but came out of the truck yell
ing, among other things, that "I can 
turn around anywhere," and that "this 
is public domain." 

When I realized that this was per
haps a dangerous situation, I re
treated to the house while the trucker 
and his wife (who was annoyed that 
I had awakened her) yelled threats at 
me. I called the police, grabbed my 
shoes, my coat and Niles, and when 
[ came out the door with that big 
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Niles. [ had to 
smile to myself when he suggested 
that maybe "the dog and I should wait 
in the house." 

The officer called a wrecker; the 
truck was lifted off the boulder and 
no hal111 was done to the studio. But, 
if Niles hadn ' t alerted me that night, 
there is no doubt in my mind that I 
would have found the front of my 
dance studio destroyed the next 
morn mg. 

Niles retired from racing and took 
on a new role as my protector. Niles 
is my hero! 

Con nie Cassidy adopted Niles 
through Greyhound Companions of 
Indiana, Elkhart Chapter, in 1994. 
The Cassidys share their home with 
Quincy, a rescued Scottish Terrier 
whom Niles adores. and a 16 year 
old cat named Fox. Niles enjoys his 
morning walks with th e family 
through the apple orchard behind his 
house and romping with Lanky and 
Julio, two greyhounds owned by 
Connie's daughter, Cammie. 
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CARE AND FEEDING 

Sharks to the Rescue 

In June of 1995, we noticed that 
Porsche was limping a bit occasion
ally, sometimes yipping when she 
rolled over at night. She obviously 
had pain in her left shoulder. We took 
her to our vet thinking she had a 
touch of arthritis and had an X-ray 
done. Imagine our distress when she 

by Kathy and Jerry Dubuque 

informed us that POI'sehe had os- Porsche guarding her teddybear. Photo courtesy of Kathy and Jerry Dubuque. 

teosarcoma and might only have a 
few months to live because this was 
a very painful and fast growing type 
of cancer. 

We also took her to an oncolo
gist who concurred after looking at 
the X-ray. The only treatment she 
recommended was amputation and 
chemotherapy. Because the lesion 
was at the top of her shoulder, we 
felt that amputation would be too 
drastic, and it would be too much to 
put her through. She felt velY celiain 
that the diagnosis was osteosarcoma 

Pllge 6 

but couldn't be positive without do
ing a bone biopsy, a minor operation 
in itself. We elected not to do this 
because it is quite invasive. Even if 
it turned out to be some less virulent 
form of cancer, the treatment would 
be the same, giving her a little more 
time,but definitely not quality time. 
We went home with heavy hearts de
termined to make her as comfortable 
as possible for her remaining time 
with us. 

We stalied giving her an anti-in
flammatory evelY other day. She had 
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no gastric 
problems 
with this 
as can oc
casionally 
be the 
cas e 
However, 
once her 
stomach 
became 
very un
com fort
able when 

we gave her the medication two days 
111 a row. 

After her diagnosis, we watched 
her get slower and slower on walks. 
She sometimes yipped at night and 
stopped getting up on the couch, her 
usual resting place. Every now and 
then she seemed to hurt herselfifshe 
got up wrong or was too active. She 
would be worse for a couple of days 
but bounce back a bit, though slowly 
getting worse overall. 

We stopped taking her running, 
of course, and after one bad incident, 
built her a carpeted ramp to help her 
get down our two steeper-than-stan
dard back steps. 

Meanwhile, my good friend and 
the adoption rep who had placed 
Porsche with us, just wouldn't give 
up on her and called several holistic 
vets, one of who recommended we 
give her shark cartilage. 

I had no guidelines for this, but 
figured it was a "chicken soup" rem
edy that wouldn ' t hurt , that just might 
help. In mid-July we started giving 
her three 750mg capsules twice a day 

Sharks continued on page 9 
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ADOPTION AND RESCUE 

Kennel Pups! 
by Carla Trottier 

On September 6, 1996, we re
ceived a call from a track asking if 
we would take a pregnant female at 
our kennel. She arrived on Septem-

I one 
courtesy of Carla Trottier, Billerica, MA. 

ber 7, and was indeed, ready to give 
birth at any time! On September 10, 
she delivered seven bouncing baby 
boys. She had a difficult time deliv
ering but, fortunately, Marilyn is 
quite exper ie nced in whelpin g. I 
would not have known what to do. It 
took her twenty-five minutes to de
liver the first pup, but it was alive 
and healthy. Three nerve-wracking 
hours later, the ordea l was over! 

The pups we ighed in at approx i
mately twelve ounces. It 's amazing 
to see a newborn greyhound pup that 
sma ll and viltually helpless. Their in
stinct kicks right in and they find their 
way to the mother for nourishment. 
They SOIl of shuffle, ro ll and wobble 
along! True to greyhound nature, 
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they mainly sleep and eat quite a bit. 
It is amazing to see how quickly they 
develop. Thei r eyes opened at twelve 
days and were a gorgeous deep blue 

co lor. At that 
stage they are 
starting to crawl 
on wobbly legs. 
The weaning pro
cess started at 
three a nd a half 
weeks. It was 
hysterical watch
ing seven pups 
trying to eat from 
the sa me bowl 
wi th legs and en
tire bodies in the 
bowl. The grey
hound graceful
ness is not evi
dent in pups, by 
any stretch of the 
imagination. 

Marilyn 
noticed one of the 

gest food properly. The veterinarian 
explained the expected lifespan of a 
dog with this condit ion is under two 
yea rs because the dog eventua ll y 
starves to death. A heart-wrenching 
decision was made to humanely put 
the poor pup down. Anyone involved 
in adoption does not li ke to make a 
decision such as this. It takes a lot of 
soul searchi ng and second guessing 
as to whether or not you are doing 
the right thing. Unfortunately, life is 
not always easy to deal with. 

We wou ld let th e pups run 
around the kennel for exercise when 
we were cleaning the pens. It seemed 
as though they would have a contest 
to see who could get into the most 
trouble! Each one was so curi ous 
about everything in the kennel. We 
brought them to an outside pen when 
they were five and a half weeks old. 
They were beside themselves being 
outdoors for the first time! Their re
acti ons were ones of pure amaze
Pups Continued on page 8 

pups was not 
rapidly gain
ing we ig ht 
like the oth
ers a nd was 
cont inua ll y 
vomit ing af
ter eating . 
She took the 
pup to the 
ve t . X-rays 
showed a 
co nditi o n 
call ed mega
esophagu s . 
Hi s esop ha
gus was too 
large and he 
could not di-

as can i and a passel of 
greyhound puppies can be a challenge. Photo courtesy of Carla 
Trottier, Billerica MA. 
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Site Hounds 
by Bruce Skinner 

Home Is Where The Hard Drive Is 

One of the first phrases you will 
encounter when starting your adven
tures on the Internet is: "Hey, check 
out my home page!" " Well , OK," 
you think. "But what 's that? How do 
I get there?" 

Keep The HOllie Fires Burning 
A hom e page represe nt s a n 

indi vidual' s o r famil y ' S collecti ve 
interests (be they recreational, politi
ca l, profess iona l, o r our favorite: 
greyhound) o rganized into a sort of 
bull etin or brochure. It is then up
loaded to the Internet for viewing by 
the world twenty-four hours a day, 
seven days a week. 

Think of the process as rather like 
printing your holiday newsletter, then 
ma iling it out to family and fri ends. 
They get to learn more about you and 
what you have been up to, or they 
can choose to put it in the "circul ar 
fil e." How it is received is a matter 
of design and personal taste. 

Take The Long Way HOllie 
In order to find your fri end ' s 

home page, they need to g i ve you 
their URL. URL stands for Uniform 
Reso urc e Locato r, and ca n be 
thought of as an address on the in
formati on super highway. 

A n U RL a lways beg ins w ith 
hl/V // , foll owed by a domain name. 
A domain name in turn can be viewed 
as the tOWI1 and state where a home 
page resides. It generall y foll ows the 
fo rm w wW.someIlWlle.C0 1l1 (besides 
.COIl1 , there are ,org, .edll ancl .mil. 
Locations outside of the U.S. vary.) 

Following th e domain is th e 
"street address." Thi s can vary in 
length from a single word to several 
words. For example, my home page 
ca n curre ntly be found at http :// 
www2. p c i x. co m / - g r y h nd / 
index .htm!. Someone else ' s could be 
as short as http:// somewhere.com/ 
- th ejo nes, or as lon g as http :// 
11'11'11'3 . so mewhe re . co m/pri va te/ 
pages/thesm i ths/dogs. html . 

Going HOllie 
In term s of our favorite topic, 

there are almost as many greyhound
oriented home pages as there are, if 
you pardon the pun, fl eas on a dog 
(not YOllr dog, of course). Greyhound 
owners are a proud group. You will 
find their pages covered with endear
ing photos, tributes, and illustrati ve 
stories. Most include links to their 
favo rite greyhound web sites like A 
Breed Apart, Adopt a Greyhollnd, 
and other friends' pages. 

If you are interested visiting other 
home pages, or would like to see 
what can be done, start yourj ourney 
at: http ://www.abap.org/ lin ks .htm 
and at http: //delta l.org/-greyhound/ 

If you would like information on 
how to construct a home page, a greyt 
pl ace to begin is: 

http ://home.n etsea pe. com /as s is t/ 
net_sites/index. html 

Pl easant journ eys ' 

Bruce Skinner is a CG regul ar con
tributor. Site !-Iollnds is copyri ght 
1995-96 Bruce Skinner. 
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Pups continued from page 7 

ment. What is this green stuff, pine 
c on es; what are all th ese ne w 
smells? I got in the pen with them 
and they were all trying to climb on 
top of one another to reach my head. 
They'd try to undo my shoelaces, pull 
at any arti cle of clothing available, 
and scratch and bite everything. A f
ter not stopping for forty-fi ve min
utes, they were ex hausted! On Octo
ber 30th, the pups were off to the vet 
for their first check-up and first set 
of shots. Their we ights ranged from 
6.7 to 9.2 pounds. It was mayhem in 
the exam room with six wild pups 
running around and the vet, vet tech, 
Maril yn and I watching. Everyone 
got a clean bill of health. 

When Brittany's milk dri ed up, 
she was spayed and went to her new 
home several days later. Shortl y af
ter Brittany was in her new home she 
developed a case of mastiti s. She 
took a course o f antibi o ti cs , and 
warm compresses were put on the 
infected area several times a day. She 
is doing fine now. 

All the pups went to their new 
homes in ea rl y November and are 
thri ving. Marilyn is in contact with 
the adopters and knows that Brittany 
and the pups are as spo iled as most 
of the grey hounds we know ! T he 
adopters will be sending Marilyn pic
tures and hopefully some will come 
to the kennel to visit. In early Febru
ary, one of the pups was up to thirty 
pounds. It will be a treat to see the 
pups as they grow ! 

Carla Trotfier is all active volulltee,. 
with Greyhollnd Adoption Service, 
fn c. , located in Sa lisb /ll y , Mass. 
Marilyn Wolkovits runs G.A. S. 
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Two Book Reviews 
by Kim Roehring 

Volunteering With Your Pet 
Mary R. Burch, Ph.D. 
$ 19.95 hardcover 
MacMillan General Reference 
New York, New York. 

VO/llnteering With Your Pet 
gives in-depth information concern
ing the field of Animal-Assisted 
Therapy. Maty R Burch, Ph.D. leads 
the reader tlu-ough the different ele
ments of getting started in Animal
Assisted Therapy, where to volun
teer, and how to put together your 
own program. A major portion ofthe 
book gives you a li st of not only 
where to volunteer with your pet, but 
also what to expect in these settings, 
exactly how to deal with the clients 
and sk ills you can teach or benefits 
of pet therapy in that patticular set
ting. Whil e the book deals mainly 
with dogs and their training, there is 
a velY good section concerning the 
merits of greyhounds as Therapy 
Dogs. Dr. Burch also gives you the 
names and addresses of organizations 
that are involved in Animal-Assisted 

GrE;yh,ou"dscan be wonderful therapy 
dogs. Photo courtesy of Pam Korte, 
Scottsville, NY. 
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Career Success with Pets 
Kim Barber 
$17.95 paperback 
MacMillan General Reference 
New York, New York 

Therapy. An added feature to this 
book is a section that deals with in
surance needs and the future of Ani
mal-Assisted Therapy. 

Many people these days are leav
ing their old jobs and expanding their 
career oPPOltunities by opening their 
own businesses. Unfortunately, 
many businesses fail due to the lack 
of planning of an operation, poor 
marketing and advertising, or inef
ficient use of resources. Kim Barber 
has written Career Success with 
Pets, a book that all pet lovers can 
use as a reference guide to plan for 
their "new" career. She offers advice 
to get started and to stay in business 
in the areas of Kennel Management, 
Pet Supply Shop, Pet Sitting, Animal 
Photography and much more. Kim 
gives quick checklists to use in the 
planning and layout of your facility 
as well as lists of needed equipment. 
An invaluable reference. 

Kim Roe/Iring writes book re
views for I Love Cats alld lives with 
her five-year old greyhound, Money. 
Money jllst earned her CGC and is a 
TDI participant. Kim also has three 
Labrador Retrievers, three cats, 
three horses and sixty-three rabbits 
which she breeds alld shows. Money 
goes all rabbit show trips with Kim 
and they are active in dog adoption 
through a local pet assistance 
league. 

Kim is a learning disabilities 
teacher ill Virginia. 
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Sharks continued from page 6 

with meals for the first three weeks. 
We then cut back to one capsule with 
the a.m. meal , two with the p.m. 
meal , and have continued this dose 
since then. I open the capsule and 
sprinkle it over her food. We have 
also continued her anti-inflammatory 
pills but only give them every three 
to four days. 

After about six weeks of taking 
the shark cartilage, she seemed to 
start picking up a bit on her walks 
and seldom yipped anymore. One 
day she jumped up on the couch 
again for the first time in a couple of 
months. This was a turnaround point. 
She has continued to thrive. Porsche 
had another X-ray taken in March. 
The vet said that if she didn't knolV 
what she was looking for, she 
wouldn't even have noticed the can
cer. That's how improved she is. 

We have a friend who also uses 
shark cartilage for a neck problem 
and has had relief. He has tried sev
eral types and found that the tablets 
don 't work as well as the capsules. It 
is important to be sure that they con
tain Mucopolysaccharides. For more 
information, you may be want to read 
Sharks Don 't Get Cancer by Dr. I. 
William Lane, Avery Publishing 
Group 

We think that shark cartilage has 
improved the quality of Porsche's 
life a lot. Here we are - over a year 
and a halflater - and she' s still with 
us and thriving. What's in her future? 
Who knows, but so far Porsche is our 
family' s miracle. 

A remiuder about YOllr 
subscriptiou .. " 

Some subscriptions are about to 
expire. To be sure not to miss allY 
issues, renelV now, using the COUpOII 

on page 4. The Greyhoulld Project 
will send olle reminder when you re
ceive the last issue ofyollr subscrip
tion. 
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Flea products: 

How 
Dangerous 
are they? 

by Ross Becker 

The flea product bus iness has 
been buill on innovati ons from the 
1940 's, 'SO's and '60's, so much of 
what 's on the market today is based 
on old technology. Most of the prod
ucts are relatively sa fe if used as di
rected, but some are more hazardous 
to peop le, dogs and cats than others. 

While the high-tech and biotech
nology revo lut ions have changed the 
way pharmaceuticals are deve loped, 
fl ea kill ers have until recently, re lied 
on old technology. It 's only been in 
the las t few years that major im
provements have started to occ ur 
with ever-increasing speed. 

1996 is bringing a new crop of 
fl ea kill ers, a ll of which are dramati
call y safer than previous generations 
of products. In many cases, the prod
ucts are more effective, as we ll. 

But are the old-style products re
all y unsa fe? According to Dr. Will
iam Buck of the Nati onal Animal 
Poison Control Center, the answer is 
not a simple yes or no. Ins tead, "usu
ally" is probably a better reply. 

Two qualifi cati ons apply when 
talking about fl ea kill er safety. The 
first is that all of the products are safe, 
ifapp lied in accordance with their la
bel instructions. However, people be
ing people, there will always be mi s
use. Apply too much ofa certain pes
ticide to yo ur dog, and you can make 
your dog sick. Di p your dog, use a 
flea collar and treat the premises with 
organophosphates, and you can cre-
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Greyhounds can pick up fle as in the outdoors that drop off passing wildlife. Legs in 
the bushes. Photo courtesy of Jane and Tom Tromey, Boulder, CO. 

ate a tox ic si tuation, too. It all de
pends on the chemicals, the margins 
of safe ty buill in , and how much your 
pet is be ing exposed to. 

The other qualificati on has to do 
with the way safety testing is carried 
out, in accordance with government 
standards. The Environmental Pro
tection Agency requires safety stud
ies using laboratory animals, as well 
as studies using th e "ta rge t spe
cies"- in this case, dogs. In the past, 
a study would be conducted to de
termine th e LDSO. (T hi s is th e 
amount of the substance which kills 
half the test animals.) Since the ani 
mal rights movement began apply
ing pressure, the LDSO has become 
an outmoded concept. Today's stud
ies use diffe rent leve ls of the pesti
cide to determine the max imum non
toxic dose, and the minimum tox ic 
dose. The min imum toxic dose is the 
minimum amount which will make 
the animal sick. This information is 
important fo r determining the sa fest 
leve l to use. 

For the product to be approved 
fo r sale, the test results must show 
that the chemica l is sa fe fo r 97.S% 
of the pop ul at ion under controll ed 
circumstances. This leaves 2.S% of 
the populati on that may be more sus
ceptible to the chemical th an every-
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one else. But that is considered ac
ceptab le. As Good Dog! research 
scientist Nan Weitzman says, "Noth 
ing is 100% except li ving, dying. and 
paying taxes." With S2 milli on dogs 
in the U.S., though, that 2.S% of the 
population coul d theoretica ll y mean 
1,2S0,000 animals wh o coul d have 
problems. It's from that 2.S% group 
of most sensiti ve individuals that the 
cases of the National Animal Poison 
Control Ce nt er a re dra wn . (T he 
NA PCC database, by the way, is a 
very unique indicator of problems 
with chemi ca ls. And since many 
co m pa ni es have contracts w ith 
NA PCC fo r handling of customer 
emergencies at no charge to the cus
tomer, they get firsthand feedback 
when there's a problem.) 

If you take a look at th e label of 
your favo rite fl ea product, you' ll no
ti ce that there are severa l important 
pi eces of informati on. O ne of the 
most important is the list of Active 
Ingredients. These are the chemica l 
compounds which make the product 
do what it 's supposed to do. Some
times they ' ll have a sim ple name, 
followed by a longer chemi ca l name, 
which is a description of th e actual 
chemica l chain of molec ul es. Some
times the companies omit the easy 
name, leaving onl y the lengthy, in-
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comprehensible chemical name for 
you to decipher. In that case, you' ll 
need to look at some of the longest 
words in the group for clues to what 
the chemical is. 

For each active ingredient, a per
centage is given. Th is is the percent
age of the ingredient in the total for
mula. Th is, too, can be an impOltant 
tidbit of information, as it tells you 
the concentration of the active ingre
dient. More is often better in terms 
of effectiveness, but there is usually 
a point where more can be far worse 
in terms of safety. 

(nett ingredients consti
tute everything else in the 
formula. Inert means "not 
readily reactive with other 
compound s." In othe r 
words, these are the ingre
dients which are put in for 
other reasons. They may in
clude a perfume to make the 
smell of the stuff tolerable. 
Mostly, though, the inert in
gred ients form what the 
chemi ca l industry ca ll a 
"calTier," The carrier carries 
th e act ive ingredients to 

bution to the hai rcoat and other spe
cia li zed ac ti vity to distribute the 
actives where they belong. If we're 
talking about a pill, the inert ingre
dients will be buffering agents and 
other items which keep the pills from 
di sso lvi ng unt il they hit the right 
place in the body where they can be 
effecti vely absorbed. 

The Active Ingredients 
Let's look at the active ingredi

ents in fl ea products, and see how 
they stack up by today's standards. 

and yard (and lake house, too) were 
sprayed with Dursban, her dogs de
veloped neurol og ica l problems. 
Worse, she developed asthma within 
four days, when she had never had it 
before. She also had trouble for sev
era l months with speak ing and writ
ing, and had persistent si nus prob
lems wh ich doctors attempted to 
solve with surgery. 

According to Dr. Buck of the 
NAPCC, cats are more susceptible 
than dogs to Dursban, and there is 
sometimes some seizure acti vity in 
animals. He says it is relatively low 

in toxicity, except for 
cats, and overexposure 
is treatable. 

their destination, where they oath"·in". can another source fleas . Tony Cocke,,,,,o, 

Cats get in where 
the ch lorpyfifos is wet 
and they lick it. Cats and 
cows have an atypica l 
reaction to this organo
phosphate. They w ill 
ha ve a depression of 
central nervous system 
activity. Cats wi ll hide, 
meow, and maybe drool 
a little. Thi s may take up 
to a week to begin. It 
may take two weeks be
fore the symptoms get do their work. In sprays, the 

carrier is usually a petro
leum-based product - which is why 
yo u often see warn ings against 
breathing the spray or getting it on 
your skin. Petroleum-based carriers 
are designed to get the actives to the 
skin. People with allergies should be 
particularly cautious when using pe
troleum-carrier products. 

worse. Un like dogs, 
who show ovett symptoms when af
fected , cats will just sulk. 

Cajun Caprice, Mangis and Quick Marie at the Grand Canyon. Photo 
courtesy of Beth and Byron Christian, Polson, MT. 

Recent research has led to the de
velopment of water-based carriers. 
These promise to eliminate most of 
the problems and hazards associated 
with petroleum-based carriers. Wa
ter-based products are just now be
ginning to hit the market. 

Other ca rri ers prov ide actions 
such as the foaming of a mousse, the 
bonding to the skin and even distri-
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Dur s ban ® .Dursban 
(chlorpyrifos) is used by many pest 
control operators, and is used indoors 
and outdoors. It 's found in carpet 
sprays, garden formulations, and 
treatments for termites. 

According to the EPA, there have 
been incidents assoc iated with 
chl orpyfifos and people. Symptoms 
reported include the development of 
asthma, chronic neurological prob
lems (including tingling of the arms 
and legs), persistent headaches, vi
sual disturbances, memory and con
centration problems, confusion and 
depression. One Good Dog! reader 
repOlted to us that, after her house 
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Overexposure is measurable by 
check ing blood choli nesterase activ
ity. Dr. Buck suspects that some of 
the allergy problems people have are 
due to other ingredients in some of 
the formulations, not from the 
chl orpyfifos itse lf. Chl o rpyfifos 
sprays are often in a base of petro
leum products. So the solvents that 
are used to dissolve the chl orpyrifos 
may be the problem. 3M se ll s a mi
cro-e ncapsul ated vers ion of 
chlorpyrifos, which is " timed-re
lease" and should cause fewer prob
lems. 

The good news is that all animals 
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are eas il y treated for chlorpyrifos 
overdose with an antidote. This anti
dote, 2-PAM (Pralidox ime Chlo
ride), was deve loped by the Army, 
and has been used in human and ani
mal medicine for 30 years. It works 
quickly to sol ve the problem. Unfor
tunately, 2-PAM doesn' t work fo r 
overdoses of several oth er organo
phosphate (OP) products. 

Fenthion. Fenthion, sold under 
the trade name Pro Spotnt is no 
longer being made. Ex isting stock of 
the product is still being sold, but it 
will probably be out of the fl ea-kill
ing business by the end of the year. 
The manufacturer, Bayer, has devel
oped safer, more effective fl ea-fight
ers, and has chosen not to continue 
with Fenthion. Fenthion is an orga
nophosphate, and thus subject to easy 
overdoses. Thi s was espec iall y a 
problem when veterinarians tried to 
save money and used the livestock 
version on dogs. 

Dichlorvos. Dichlorvos has been 
around a long time. It 's more of a 
typical organophosphate. Dr. Buck is 
not aware of dogs or cats being sus
ceptible to it. Dichlorvos has been 
used in dog collars as a fl ea killer, 
and in hanging pest strips. It' s being 
used less and less these days. 

Signs of problems include exces
sive sali vation, breathing difficult ies 
and neuromuscul ar sti ffness . Dogs 
first get stiff musc les, then get para
lyzed or fl acc id muscles. Sometimes 
there is some seizure acti vity. 

Malathion and Diazinon. 
Malathion and diazinon are typica l 
organophosphates . They act as nerve 
tox ins to fl eas, but can have similar 
effects on people. All of the organo
phosphates ( inc luding Dursban) 
work by inhibiting cholinesterase 
acti vity. Cholinesterase and acetyl
choline are in volved in the process 
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Fleas can hitch a ride on cats, dogs, squirrels and other critters. Cody, Duke, Alli e, Nikki , 
Trump and Jazz enjoy a walk on a sheltered island. Photo courtesy of Karen Gibson , 
Appleton, WI. 

of nervous system communications. 
Organophosphates interfere with that 
ac ti vity. 

These OPs work we ll to control 
adult fl eas, and last fo r up to three 
weeks before breaking dowil . Unfor
tunately, overdoses are easy to ac
complish. The OPs lower the cho
linesterase activity, an effect which 
can last for 50 days. Applying too 
much, or repeatedly exposing your 
dog or cat (or yourself) to doses of 
OPs (as dips, on animal sprays , 
foggers, bombs, yard sprays and col
lars) can cause the cholinesterase 
activity to drop more, causing illness, 
including sei zures and death . Other 
signs include central nervous system 
depression, resulting in mopey, de
pressed animals, not very alert or re
sponsive to the environment. Other 
symptoms may include constant 
drooling, breathing di ffi culties, and 
stiffness in walking. That stiffness 
can turn into partial paralysis. 

Malathion has a pretty good mar
gin of sa fety, but di azinon has a 
smaller margin of safety between an 
effec ti ve dose and a tox ic dose. 
Diazinon granules are sometimes 
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eaten by dogs, leading to poisoning. 
2-PAM works in some cases as 

an antidote for dogs, cats, and people, 
depending on the severity of expo
sure and how fast treatment is started. 

Carbamates. Ca rbamates (ac
cent is on the "bam") are like orga
nophosphates in that they affec t 
nerve transmissions. Carbamates in
c lude ca rbaryl (Sev in ), and 
bendi ocarb . Ca rbaryl, frequentl y 
found in fl ea powders for pets, is one 
of the less toxic carbamates. It 's usu
all y not a problem to animals, unless 
the animal gets an overdose. But bees 
are very sensitive to it. 

Methomyl fl y granules are very 
tox ic if eaten by dogs or cats. An
other one, Temik , is used mostl y in 
potato-growing areas, and is very 
tox ic to dogs, cats and cattle. Sweet 
fl y-ba its containing carbamates (that 
you put on a windowsill ) are danger
ous if dogs and cats eat them. 

Carbamates work rap idl y in the 
system. You' ll usuall y see the effect 
a couple hours after exposure. It will 
either be a seriolls situation, or the 
animal will pass on th rough it. Un-
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like the organophosphates, the good 
news is that the body metabolizes 
carbamates, so the ill effects are tran
sitory. 

All of the carbamates compounds 
are dose-responsive. That means if a 
little bit does a lot, a lot will do a lot 
of damage. Stay within the recom
mended amount for the formulation 
you are using and you're not likely 
to have problems. But if you dip and 
spray and give your pets too much 
carbamates, you'll have problems. 

Propoxul' (Baygon®). Propoxur 
has been used a long time. It has been 
effective, and not greatly problem
atic if used as it's supposed to. Dr. 
Buck puts it at about the same toxic
ity level as carbaryl. 

Fenoxycarb. Fenoxycarb 
(Basus®) was the second generation 
insect growth regulator (lGR). It 
lasted longer outdoors than the first 
genera tion IGR , which was 
methoprene (Precor®). It was con
sidered quite safe, but a recent test 
with lab animals raised some ques
tions at the EPA. Fmther testing was 
requested , but the manufacturer 
(Ciba-Geigy) preferred to pull 
fenoxycarb from the market rather 
than spend a large sum on testing a 
product that was declining in the 
marketplace anyway. In addition, 
Ciba is merging with Sandoz, which 
makes methoprene, so a replacement 
was available. And, Ciba has had 
tremendous success with Program®, 
an insect development inhibitor. 

Boric Acid, Borax. Boric acid 
and other borates can be hazardous. 
Dr. Buck says "It has a reputation 
for being illnoCUOUS, but that is not 
true. If you have cats, and you put 
down Borax in the kitchen , and your 
cat walks through it and licks it off 
her paws, your cat can have renal fail
ure and other organ damage. I think 
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there are more hazards with the bo
rates than with using insecticides like 
malathion! " 

Boric acid, according to one 
study, is considerably more toxic 
than growth regulators. Dr. Buck 
says, "Borate passes through the 
body and is not metabolized, so when 
it gets to the renal tubules, it dam
ages the tubules." 

Both major producers of borax 
have urged the EPA to refuse regis
tration of borates for use on house
hold carpets. Borax stays around the 
house for a long time, and one study 
showed that borax can cause repro
ductive problems in laboratory ani
mals. 

Don't use ordinary borax or bo-

" ... Boric acid and other 
borates can be haz
ardous .... It has a repu
tation for being in
nocuous, but that is not 
true. If you have cats, 
and you put down Bo
rax in the kitchen, and 
your cat walks through 
it and licks it off her 
paws, your cat can 
have renal failure and 
other organ damage." 

ric acid on your carpets or where your 
pets can walk through it. And don't 
breathe the dust, which can be haz
ardous for people, animals and com
puter equipment. 

Pyrethrum. Pyrethrum is the 
natural insecticide derived from ex
tracts of an African chrysanthemum 
plant. The flea-killing activity is fast, 
and pyrethrum breaks down very 
quickly. That's an advantage in tenTIS 
of safety, but a disadvantage in terms 
of efficacy. If you have a significant 
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flea problem, you want the fl ea-kill
ing activity to continue for some time 
to keep killing adults as they hatch, 
until no more are able to reproduce. 

The bigger problem with pyre
thrum is that the flower is related to 
ragweed. People with allergies 
should avoid natural pyretlmllTI prod
ucts. 

Pyrethrins. Pyrethrin is the fam
ily name for pyrethrum and the sev
eral generations of compounds de
rived from it. 

Pyrethrins are usually used in 
conjunction with an enzyme inhibi
tor. This is because insects and ani
mals have oxidative enzymes which 
allow the body to metabolize the 
pyrethrin quickly. The enzyme in
hibitors are used to slow down the 
insect 's metabolizing of the pyre
thrin. By slowing down the metabo
lizing (breakdown) of the pyrethrin, 
the chemical has longer to act to kill 
the insect. But the enzyme inhibitors 
work the same way in dogs, cats and 
people. The enzyme inhibitors in
clude piperonyl butoxide (PBO), 
SKF525A, and dicarbo xamide 
(MGK264). 

The formulation used to spray 
pyrethrins on the animal is critical 
to safety. There is more potential for 
haza rd when the formulation has 
greater than one percent concentra
tion (total) of the various oxidative 
enzymes. Dogs and people don't 
have much' problem with these com
pounds, but cats are very sensitive 
to them. Dr. Buck says "You 11111 the 
risk of creating in the cat what you 
are trying to create in the insect -
the inability to metabolize the pyre
thrin, so it can have its toxic effect." 

In the cat, you'll get drooling 
(which can also be due to the bad 
taste of the product), lack of appe
tite, or muscle tremors. The pyre
thrins act much like the old chlori
nated hydrocarbons, in that they 
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Try as we might, just can't seem to i 
courtesy of Joyce and Tom McRorie, Huntington Beach, CA. 

it is quite stable in water, meaning it 
won't wash off easily with bathing 
or swimming. It is very, very safe to 
mammals, according to studies . And 
it sterili zes eggs like methoprene, but 
requires much less to do it than 
methoprene. Finall y, pyriproxyfen 
has some repellent acti vity, too. 

The o ne drawback is that 
pyriproxyfen, like all insect growth 
regulators, requires an adulti cide to 
reall y control fl eas. Formulations 
coming out this year thus combine a 
new, state-of-the-art IGR with a 
1950's or 1960's adulticide . It 's un
clea r how these combinations (or 
cocktail s) of products will work to
gether. Pyriproxyfen , itse lf, is very 
safe, and has a wide margin of safety 
for mammals. 

Pyriproxy fen products are ap
pearing at reasonable prices, com
pared to the high cost of Program'" 
and Advantage®. Pyriproxyfen was 
deve loped in Japan by Sumitomo, 
and is sold in the U.S. by McLaughlin 
Gormley King Co. , which happens 
to be the Number One supplier of 
pyrethroids to the industry. 

Lufcuuron. Lufe nuron (Program" ') 
is an insect deve lopment inhibitor. 
Introduced to the U.S. market last 
year, it became the all-time best-sell-

P'lge 16 

ing veterinary product - in its first 
year. It works by rendering the flea ' s 
eggs steril e. Any eggs whi ch man
age to develop and hatch produce lar
vae which won ' t mature into adults. 

The Program pill is given once a 
month , and a liquid version is ava il
able for cats. The product is ex
tremely safe, although some of our 
test dogs have thrown up their food 
on the day they rece ived th eir Pro
gram pill. 

The biggest problem with Pro
gram is that the fl ea must bite your 
dog in order to ge t it s dose o f 
lufenuron. If your dog gets fleabite 
all ergic dermatiti s (itchiness from 
flea bites), Program won 't help stop 
the itching. 

Following Good Dog!'s recom
mendations from last year, Ciba-Geigy 
is suggesting that you start your dog 
on Program early in the flea season, 
and use an adulticide to gain control 
of your fl ea situation. Because Pro
gram doesn't do well in cases where 
there is reinfestation or an overwhelm
ing fl ea problem, we don 't recom
mend it for everyone. But if your dog 
just picks up a few fl eas here and 
there, it is a safe, easy solution, which 
can break the fl ea life cyc le in your 
house in one to three months. Where 
it works, it works well. 
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Nematodes. Nematodes are mi
croscopic roundworms that seek out 
insect larvae and kill them. They 
don' t harm humans or pets at all. 
Nematodes for the fl ea market (Bio 
Flea Halt® and Interrupt®) are about 
two years old . These products only 
work outdoors or in kennels. Because 
they are ali ve, nematodes need to be 
kept moist. I f there is adequate rain
fall or lawn-watering, they can last 
up to 6 weeks. When there are no 
more larvae to eat, the nematodes die. 
Nematodes are very sa fe, and your 
pets can walk on the lawn right aft er 
you spray the lawn with it. 

Imidac1oprid . Advantage'" IS 

the trade name for the new compound 
imidacloprid. This chemi cal has been 
used for several years in the agricul
tural world, and is considered safe 
for use on food crops. Even before it 
rece ived its offici al regis trati on, 
imidacloprid received emergency ex
emptions from the EPA for use in 
California in controlling the white
fl y on cabbage and lettuce. 

Advantage is also being used to 
treat buildings for termites and for 
lawn grub control. There is plenty of 
tox icology research, and all of it 
shows that Advantage is very safe, 
and offers a wide margin of safety. 
It is a non-mutagen, has no genotoxic 
potential, is a non-carcinogen and a 
non- teratogen. In real terms, that 
means it passed all the tests with fl y
ing colors, and won't cause genetic 
mutations, cancer, or reproducti ve 
problems. 

Imidactoprid is applied as a liq
uid dribbled onto one or two places 
on your dog or cat. (The base of the 
neck is the preferred place, a lthough 
large r animals can get a second dose 
at the base of the tail.) The watery 
liquid dries quickl y, and the acti ve 
ingredi ent spreads across th e whole 
animal in 24 to 48 hours. During that 
time it will kill 95% of all adult fl eas, 
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and will keep on killing fleas. It will 
kill 98% to 100% of the adults on 
the dog or cat within 7 days, even if 
new fleas jump aboard. Bayer 
Corporation's studies show that it has 
greater than 90% efficacy for 42 days 
for dogs housed in normal condi
tions. Where the dog is thoroughly 
bathed, efficacy lasts for 21 to 28 
days. 

One big advantage to this prod
uct is that it kills the adult fleas be
fore they can bite and irritate the dog. 
That means no new flea eggs are laid, 
and the life cycle of the flea is bro
ken. (It takes from 36 to 48 hours 
after a flea bites before she lays her 
eggs.) It also means that there is no 
itching, scratching or chewing from 
fleabite allergic dermatitis. 

Advantage can be safely reap
plied as often as weekly, if the prod
uct is washed off during bathing or 
sWlmmlllg. 

Advantage kills fleas by impair
ing the nervous system of the flea. It 
doesn't have any effect on mammals. 

Fipronyl. Fipronyl (Frontline™) 
is another new compound. It received 
its EPA approval the last week of 
May, and is being rushed to veteri
narians for this summer's flea sea
son. The primaty advantage of Front
line is that it is long-lasting, requires 
just once-a-month application, and it 
doesn't wash off. Frontline kills adult 
fleas , and also kills ticks. 

The problem with Frontline is 
that you have to completely spray 
down your dog with it. The instruc
tions say you must wear rubber 
gloves while doing this, and that you 
should not breathe the mist. As safe 
and effective as this product is sup
posed to be, you have to question any 
product which prominently features 
such government-required warnings. 

Fipronyl is a gamma inhibitor 
which blocks the central nervous sys
tem of fleas and ticks. One applica
tion continues killing fleas and ticks 
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for 30 to 60 days , and has both 
adulticide and lalvicide effects. It has 
been sold in Europe and South 
America for several years. We ' ll 
have more information on fipronyl 
from Rhone Merieux as it becomes 
available. 

Esbiothrin. Esbiothrin dll
allethrolone d-trans chrysanthemate 
is another new compound, this time 
in the pyrethroid family. Its main ad
vantage is that it doesn't require the 
use of piperonyl butoxide (PBO) as 
a synergist, like many other pyre
throids. Since PBO makes many cats 
drool , fewer cats will drool with 
esbiothrin-containing products . The 
new product we looked at (veterinar
ian-exclusive Mycodex FastAct 2) 
had a substantial number of warnings 
on the label. These include using it 
only in a well-ventilated area, avoid
ing treatment of animals under 6 
weeks of age, toxic to fish, danger
ous for painted or finished wood sur
faces, and flammable. As for people, 
they are urged to avoid contact with 
eyes or on clothing. The product 
causes substantial but temporary eye 
irritation and is harmful if swallowed 
or absorbed through skin. And thor
ough washing with soap and water 
is advised after handling, as well as 
removing contaminated clothing and 
washing before use. These warnings 
are probably due to a petroleum
based carrier being used. 

Sodium Polyborate. Sodium 
polyborate, when applied properly is 
a safe way to kill fleas. The powder 
creates a dry environment in the car
pet, dehydrating the fleas. One treat
ment can last for a year or more. 
Fleabusters/Rx For Fleas uses so
dium polyborate in its applications. 
Polyborate is not boric acid. 

Dr. Buck says, "We don't have a 
problem with professional s who beat 
polyborate into the carpets for you - if 
they do it the way they're supposed to." 

SUlllmer 1997 

According to Dr. Buck, inhaling 
the dust, though, can be hazardous 
for both humans and animals. It can 
also damage woodwork, computers 
and other equipment. If there' s dust 
when they apply it, they're not ap
plying it right. Check with other cli
ents of the company to see how dusty 
your local applicator is. 

The benefits of 
technology 

The new technology of flea con

trol offers safety, convenience and 
improved ease of use . The new tech 
insecticides target fleas in ways that 
don't affect people or animals as 
much as the old tech products did. 
They last longer, which means you 
apply them less frequently. They are 
effective at what they do, but each 
one has its advantages and disadvan
tages. We advise you to pick the right 
product for your own situation, then 
read and follow the label instructions 
very carefully. 

Dr. Bob Alther, Clinical Devel
opment Manager at Bayer 
Corporation's Animal Health Divi
sion told us, "The whole world is 
changing. Insecticide technology has 
lagged behind. Now the insecticide 
industty is being brought up to the 
standards we expect from every other 
industry." 

This year, you can take advantage 
ofthe new technology, and use, safer, 
more effective (and in some cases 
cheaper) products to kill fleas. Throw 
away those old, dangerous products 
and try something new! (Just be sure 
to follow the instructions and dispose 
of the old stuff properly!) 

Copyright 1996 Good Dog!® 
Magazine. All rights reserved. For 
a free sample issue call 1-800-968-
1738. 
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FIRST AID 

Spinal Injury: Take it Seriously 
by 

Craig Cerreta 

Today was a day to play "Grey
hound Romp," a fun , less-structured 
event than usual where the dogs could 
just play. It was a beautiful, warm 
December morning. 

We entered the fenced field where 
a few dogs were already running and 
playing. I unleashed my boys so they 
cou ld join the fun. As they took off, I 
rea lized the others had turned and were 
heading for us. In classic greyhound 
style Adam and Sabre were compet
ing with each other and not looking 
ahead. I was running before the crash 
happened. 

Adam had nowhere to go. As he 
looked up, an approac hing dog im
pacted into the side of hi s neck and 
upper shoulder. His back folded like a 
book as he crashed to the ground. The 
cries and screams were incredible. Still 
some twenty feet away, I knew it was 
his spine. I had seen him try to bounce 
back to his feet after the initial fall, 
but onl y hi s head and neck moved. 

As I approached, I knew I had two 
immediate responsibilities to Adam; 
to protect him from the other dogs and 
to keep him calm to protect him from 
himself. I slid across the ground and 
threw my body over his. 

Everyone made the right decisions. 
Every dog was uncler control within 
seconds. A yell came out to get a vet. 
We were surrounded by caring people 
who offered calming words and assis
tance to Adam and me. I lay with 
Adam trying to convince him he was 
safe. The next thirty to forty minutes 
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Adam on his way to recovery undergoes an acupuncture treatment with Craig 's 
reassurance. Photo courtesy of Craig and Ady Cerreta, Atlanta, GA. 

were an eternity. Adarn was nervous 
yet relatively sti ll. Erin offered the 
advice of a physical therapist; don't 
move him or test hi s back. Adam was 
very ca lm . He appeared to have feel
ings in all paws. He cou ld move his 
back legs, but his front legs appeared 
to be stiff and straight. His calmness 
made us all question the seriousness 
of hi s injury. Perhaps he was just 
bruised and shaken. Perhaps we were 
over-protective parents. 

Then the hard part started. At any 
accident scene there is always a mis
gu ided fellow who belittles the con
cerns of over protectors. "Stand him 
up; he's a dog. Stand him up. See 
where he hurts; it 's probably just a 
broken bone. Stand him up, stand him 
up , STAND HIM UP!!'!!" The 
sc reaming man was not a greyhound 
owner or a vet, but a Fri sbee dog 
trainer. His unrelenting persistence 
past the point of harassment began to 
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break down the common sense 
thoughts of the surrounding crowd. A 
couple of people began to suggest that 
we test the waters. I, too, began to 
question my logic of protection and 
lying still. The power of suggestion 
during moments of weakness and con
fusion can make it hard to reason. We 
lay still and waited for the vet. 

The field examination confi rmed 
our fears ; it was a spinal injury. The 
field vet administered a shot of anti
inflammatory cortisone. We loaded 
Adam on a piece of plywood and drove 
off to Atlanta. Our veterinarian took 
one x-ray and confirmed the fiel d 
veterinarian' s finding. They were too 
afraid to roll him over to take addi
tional x-rays. He had to go to the best 
hospital around - the Uni versity of 
Georgia Small Animal Teaching Hos
pital. We went off to Athens on a 
ninety minute drive that seemed to last 
forever. 
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The staff in Athens was waiting 
outside as we drove up, giving us a 
feeling of confidence knowi ng they 
cared. Within an hour Adam had been 
examined by the resident orthopedic 
surgeon and a neurologist. By 8:30 
p.m. their diagnosis was in: Adam had 
suffered a trauma to the spinal cord 
itself. Blood was in the spinal fluid . 
The partial paralysis was caused by a 
cutoff of blood supply to the spine. The 
good news was that there was no per
manent damage to the vertebrae, disks 
or cord. Though it would be a long, 
s low process, they believed Adam 
would recover. There would be no sur
gery; just time and therapy. 

Adam spent the next few days in 
Intensive Care with twenty-four hour 
surveillance . It was nearly forty-eight 
hours after the accident before Univer
s ity of Georgia veterinaria ns were 
ready to stand him up. As soon as he 
could stand they sent him home to a 
happy family and an eager brother. 
Our job was to build his confidence 
and teach him to walk again. The first 
week was terrifying. Adam was a shell 
of the dog we knew. He looked like a 
frai l ninety year old man . He couldn ' t 
stand on his own. His spine had a more 
than three inch curve that was present 
no matter what position he was in . He 
was 111 senous pam. 

Because ofthe diagnosis, two days 
later we took him to a holistic vet, Dr. 
Dwight Hooton ("Hoot") of Loving 
Touch Animal Center, for acupuncture 
anel chiroprac tic. The resu lts were 
spectacular. After the first treatment 
Adam began to show dramatic im
provements. He stood a little better. 
He wagged his tail for the first time 
and showed signs of the happy dog 
inside that we once knew. For the first 
time we felt he would recover. 

Two months have passed. Adam 
is progressing wonderfully. He con
tinues to show improvement after each 
week ly acupuncture and chiropractic 
treatments. He has his personality back 
and is a happy dog again. The strength 
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continues to improve in hi s legs daily 
and his spine has pretty much straight
ened out. He walks nearly two miles 
every morning, and runs a little in the 
house. We hope to get medical clear
ance soon to let him off leash in the 
yard . The acute hea ling is behind him. 
Now all that remains is the slower pro
cess of chronic heal ing to relieve the 
minor back pains and small physica l 
chall enges. He may only make it back 
to 90 to 95%, but for all intents and 
purposes he will be normal again. 

The veteri narians at the University 
of Georgia felt very strongly that the 
nea r immediate injection of anti-in
fl ammatory med icine and the careful 
stabilization without movi ng him were 
both critica l in reducing his chances 
of permanent damage. Most dogs they 
see in this situation have had the acci
dent s ix to eight hours earlier just li ke 
Adam, but they typically do not get 
the same careful treatment. The first 
few hours after the accident can cause 
nearly as 'much serious damage as the 
accident itself. Once everything gets 
inflamed and the spi ne isn ' t getting a 

proper blood supply, the animal should 
not be moving around. 

Thi s was a freak accident, and yes, 
we do plan to let Adam and Sabre play 
with the other greyhounds again. We 
will exercise a little more caution, but 
we have to let them be dogs. Beyond 
wa nting to please you, running and 
playing is what they love and live for. 

The moral of the story is: take all 
potential spinal injuries extremely se
riou s ly . Protect your dog. Think 
ca lml y and logica ll y. Don ' t let the 
confus ion of the moment cloud your 
judgment. Listen to the voices of level
headed influencers and block out the 
voice of the always present misguided 
fellow. You make the decisions, not 
the people around you. Treat yo ur 
dog' s spinal injury with the same con
cern and care you wou ld a child . You 
owe it to them. 

Craig and his wife Ady live in Atlanta 
with their two boys Adam and Sabre. 
They are active members in the SOllth
eastem Greyhound Club and pm·tici
pate extensively in local Greyhound 
training and obedience efforts. 

Adam and Sabre working on their bones. Photo courtesy of Craig and Ady Cerreta, 
Attanta, GA. 
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ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE 

Why Use 

Acupuncture? 

Lots of people are looking into 'al
ternative therapies' for themselves and 
their pets, for the treatment of condi
tions that have not responded well to 
traditional Western (also ca lled allo
pathi c) medicine or surgery. Altema
tive therapies is a term often used to 
include herbal and homeopathic medi
cines, nutritional therapy, therapeutic 
massage, acupuncture, and even spiri
tual hea ling and laying on of hands. 
Many of these healing moda lities have 
come to us from other cultures and are 
actuall y quite anc ient. 

Acupunctu re in China 
Acupuncture deve loped in China 

between 2,000 and 4,000 years ago 
and was the subj ect of some of China 's 
earl iest written works. Acupuncture is 
based upon the theori es of y in-yang 
and the fi ve elements, two interpreta
ti ons of natural phenomena that orig i
nated in anc ient China. Y in-ya ng rep
resent the two opposite aspects of ev
erything in the natural world, as in hot
cold , big-small, up-down. Disease is 
perceived as an imbalance of the Yin 
and Yang, or an imbalance in th e 
hea lthy eq uilibrium between two ex
tremes. Thi s imba lance can be cor
rected by correcting the fl ow of en
ergy through meridians or pathways 
in the body. By stimul ati ng point s 
along the meridians, acupuncture acts 
on these energy pathways to rebalance 
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by 

Julia Carter, DVM. 

and restore equilibrium. Five-element 
theory relates imbalances in the body 
to the fi ve natural e lements; fire, wa
ter, metal, wood and earth . 

Acupuncture in the West 
From a Western perspective, acu

puncture has been shown to increase 
circulati on and cause the re lease of 
neurotransmitters and neurohormones, 
including endorphins, the body's natu
ral pain-k ill ers. Ac upuncture's poten-
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Dr. Carter administering an 
acupuncture treatment to 
Chaucer to relieve arthriti s. 
Photo courtesy of Marcia 
Herman, Hamden, CT. 

tial effects include re lieving musc le 
spasms, stimulating nerves and stimu
lating the immune system. 

During an ac upuncture treatment 
the practiti oner can utilize sterili zed 
thin metal needles, a lone or with moxi
busti on (heat provided by burning a 
Chinese herb) or electroacupuncture. 
So me co nditi o ns res pond to 
aq uapuncture (i njecti on o f a mildly 
irritating substance at the ac upuncture 
point) or implantati on ofa steril e go ld 
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bead at speci fic acupuncture points. 
Recently cold laser treatment of acu
puncture points has also been success
ful. The method of point stimulation 
varies with the disease process and the 
practitioner. When needles are used, 
there is often a brief moment of sensi
tivity as the needles penetrate the skin. 
Once the needles are in place, most 
patients relax, sometimes falling 
asleep. 
Small Animal Acupuncture 

In small animal veterinary medi
cine acupuncture is most frequently 
used for musculoskeletal conditions 

Acupuncture itselfhas little risk of side 
effect if practiced by a competent acu
puncturist, as it works with the body's 
own system of healing. Treatments 
usually last for ten seconds to thirty 
minutes, depending upon the condition 
treated and the method employed. Pa
tients are initially treated one to three 
times a week for four to six weeks. A 
positive response is often noted within 
the first four to six treatments, some
times earlier, depending upon the con
dition treated. There is frequently a 
delay between the onset of treatment 
and a visible, lasting response to acu-

Chaucer accepts a little special handling during his treatment session. Photo courtesy of 
Marcia Herman, Hamden, CT. 

including arthritis, hip dysplasia, in
tervertebral disc disease and chronic 
injuries. However, other conditions 
which have also responded well to 
acupuncture treatment include lick 
granulomas, epilepsy and feline 
asthma. Owners often chose to treat 
their pets with acupuncture because of 
poor response to Western medicines, 
chronic disease that is difficult to man
age, or potential toxicities or side ef
fects of Western medicines available. 
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puncture as the body 're-circuits' it
self. 

Finding a Veterinary 
Acupuncturist 

Certification as a veterinary acu
puncturist requires a veterinary degree 
and successful completion of training 
according to the guidelines of the In
ternational Veterinary Acupuncture 
Society, as well as acceptance of two 
case reports for publication. 
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For more information-

• Dr. Julia Carter at Mountain Lore 
Animal Hospital, Southington, Con
necticut (860) 276-8553 

• David Jagger, Executive Secre
tary, International Veterinary Acu
puncture Society, 268 West 3rd St. 
Suite 2, P.O. Box 2074, Nederland, 
Colorado 80466-2074, tel. (303) 258-
3767 , Internet address 
IVASJAGG.msn.com 

Celebrating Greyhounds wel
comes Dr. Carter to her role as CG's 
Veterinary Advisor and appreciates 
her offering her expertise and first
hand experience with greyhounds. 

Among Dr. Carter's many pets is 
a greyhound named Abe/. They lIIet at 
Tufts when Abel was a blood donor 
while Dr. Carter was working there. 

Dr. Carter is a trained veterinwy 
acupuncturist as well as an allopathic 
veterinarian at MOllntain Lore Animal 
Hospital. She is a graduate of Tufts 
University School ofVeterinGlY Medi
cine and resides in Milford, CT 
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LIFE AT HOME: IN HISTORY 

Homelife in Ancient Greece 
Not so different after all 

by Laurel E. Drew 

Arrian's Cynegeliclfs , written ap
proximately 160 A.D. by Flavius 
Arrianus, gives a great deal of insight 
into the homelife of the hunting 
hounds owned and bred by the Greeks. 
It is based upon and enlarges the in
formation provided by Xenophon 
some 500 years earlier. In those years, 
the hounds had changed quite a bit , a 
discussion we may pursue in another 
issue. By 160 A.D., they were defi
nite ly Greyhounds, and An'ian has 
good advice on how to treat them, ad
vice that just might seem more famil
iar than you'd expect. 

In Arrian 's day, nutrition was a bit 
different, but not a great deal. Hounds 
were fed wheat or barley bread (theirs 
was not ground so fine as most of our 
breads today), sometimes soaked in 
water but often fed dry (kibble?). 
Arrian preferred hounds of moderate 
appetite, not the voracious eaters, "but 
which are not fastidious" and that liked 
their food dry. He recommends that 
the working hound which was being 
heavily used for hunting be given "wa
ter from fat meat or the liver of an ox 
after roasting it in hot ashes and then 
sprinkling it with barley meal... " He 
also considers this last food good for 
recently weaned and growing pups. In 
winter, hounds were to be fed once a 
day, a little before evening whi le in 
summer they should be fed lightly in 
the morning as well. 
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Sixth century B.C. Grecian greyhound-type dogs are featured on a tapestry at the British 
Museum. Illustration from Gazehounds: The Search for the Truth by Constance O. Miller. 

He also believed that ifit was ex
tremely hot, the dog should be given 
raw egg. He says, " ... put an egg in your 
hand, hold it out and put it in the 
hound 's mouth so it will drink it all 
down at once. This and bread will be 
enough for it , and will relieve its pant
ing, and wi ll quench its thirst." He 
even recommends that the huntsman 
carry eggs in summer when out hunt
ing with the hounds so that " ... if hi s 
hound pants excessively, he can give 
one at once, for there is nothing else 
that both refreshes them more from the 
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heat and stops their panting. But if a 
hound which is panting hard drinks 
immediately, it is not safe either. In
deed on this account you must be cau
tiou s when taking them out in the 
scorching heat. " Obviously, Arrian 
understood that greyhounds cannot run 
well in extreme heat and that preca u
tions must be taken. 

Arrian also gives rather explicit 
instructions for rubbing or massaging 
the hounds and says that it is as great 
a help to a hound as to a horse as it 
makes the limbs firm and the hound 
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becomes strong. He also believed it 
made the coat sleek and shiny. 

Now the Greeks were a bit short 
of good dog crates, but Arrian states 
that the dogs should be tied up during 
the day as they may otherwise become 
unmanageable. He also says that if 
they chew on their leashes, you should 
bind some iron on them - chain them. 
He says that a hound left loose eats all 
manner of things and that it also takes 
the zest for running from them. He 
advises taking them out at least four 
times a day to a large clean leve l area 
to run free. If they are not being used 
for hunting you should do this even 
more often. 

which of th e hounds was 
unhappy .. .. and you would know also 
how it rested." All of this was to be 
sure the dog was in good condition for 
hunting . 

Most interest ing on sleeping ar
rangements are hi s comments on 
hounds sleeping with other hounds. He 
says, "But the worst is the sleeping of 
hounds with hounds, much more so if 
they should touch each other when 
they rest; a man sleeping with a hound 
removes the trouble from its skin, but 
hounds resting in the same place will 
increase whatever trouble there is in 
the sk in by coming near and getting 
warm. So for the most part they are 

covered with 
mange when

"Give them names which are short, so 
that they may be easily called. " 

ever they sleep 
in th e same 
place." Arrian 
may not have 
under stoo d 
veterinary sci
ence too well, 
but he did un-

When you turn them loose to run 
and play at the 'exercise field,' you 
should loose two at a time so that they 
will exercise each other. He adds, "but 
do not release many at the same time, 
for they attack each other, and some
times great evils are done." He warns 
that some dogs do hate each other and 
should never be released together. 
"For truly there are hounds hateful to 
each other, just as there are men; and, 
indeed, doghounds are especially hate
ful to do g hounds and bitches to 
bitches , generally from jealousy ." 
Sound familiar? 

Best of all are An'ian's instruc
tions for sleeping in which he states, 
"There is nothing like a good warm 
bed. The best is that with a human be
ing, because hounds are made fond of 
people thi s way, and they rejoice in 
human skin and love the person they 
sleep with no less than the one who 
feeds them. And you would notice 
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derstand the transmission of disease. 
Arrian also has much information 

on the actual hunting of game, par
ticularly hare and on raising hounds. 
He even recommends names for them 
and says, " ... names which are ShOlt 

and easy to call must be given to the 
hounds ... ". He suggests names such 
as Impulse, Tawny and Bonna. Im
pulse was the name of one of his own 
dogs, a bitch with gray eyes, good 
spirit and good feet as he describes 
her. 

Arrian sug gests othe r good 
names: Vital , Passion, Shield-Ring, 
Butt-Spike, Spearhead, Ambush, 
Watchman, Sentry, Tactic, Swords
man , Ca rn age, Flamer, Valiant , 
Builder, Woodman, Crafty, Havoc , 
Hasty , Wrathful, Clamor, Outrage, 
Prosper, Mighty, Blossom, Youthful, 
Cheerful , Joyful , Glancer, Daylight, 
Ranger, Forcer, Linesman, Vineyard, 
Rugged, Screamer, Deadly, Tumult, 

SlIlIImer 1997 

Potent, Blazer, Splendor, Spear-Point, 
Thoughtful, Judgement, Tracker, 

There are actually three ancient 
texts that deal with hounds and hunt
ing: the Cynegeticlls ofXenophon, the 
Cynege ticus of An'ian , and the 
Onlllasticon of Julius Pollux. These 
books, short as they may seem to us 
today, were very knowledgeable and 
useful to hunters then and even have 
some tidbits of information for us to
day. 

I f you ever get a chance to read 
the entire book, Hounds and Hunting 
in Ancient Greece, by Denison 
Bingham Hull, I would healtily rec
ommend it. Published by the Univer
sity of Chicago in 1964, it is long out 
of print but is an interesting read. It is 
avai lable in specialty and out-of-print 
book shops and was even on the 
Internet the other day for $90. 

Laurel E. Drew is a CG regular con
tributor. 

Order the new Edition of 
The Dog Food Book! 

Get a complete education in dog 
food with the new second edition of 
The Dog Food Book. Find out how to 
tell what's good and what's not, how 
to pick apart an ingredients list, how 
to choose the food that 's right for your 
dog's needs. Also includes the basics 
of nutrition, ingredient definitions, in
formation on preservatives (including 
scientific date on ethoxyquin), aller
gies and bloat. Dog food companies 
use this 98-page consumer's guide to 
dog food to train employees. From the 
editors of Good Dog!, the Consumer's 
Magazine For Dog Owners. $9.95 plus 
$4 Priority Mail shipping and han
dling. Call 1-800-968-1738 to order 
with a major credit card, or send a 
check for $ 13.95 to Good Dog!, PO 
Box I 0069-DFC, Austin, TX 78766. 
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Call The 
Manager! 

New Dog Dilemmas 

by Lori Lazetera 

You walk into your average de
partment store. You need help look
ing for a palticular item. There is no 
"help" around to assist you. You fi
nally get so frustrated you go to the 
front desk. They page the manager. 
The manager assists you in locating 
the item. Your problem is resolved. 

In this example, there was a per
son in charge available to help you 
resolve the problem. But what do you 
do when you are having a problem 
with your dog? Your dog is getting 
into the garbage pail. -y our dog has 
housebreaking problems, suffering 
from separation anxiety, chewing in
appropriately or can have a myriad of 
other problems. What do you do? 
There is no manager to call. In fact , 
like it or not, you are the manager! And 
short of firing your employee - the 
dog - you need to deal with it. 

You as your dog's manager have 
many different options available to 
you, including dog training books, pro
fessional trainers/dog behaviorists, or 
your greyhound adoption group. You 
need to find the option that will be the 
most comfortable for you to pursue . 

Positive vs negative motivation 
This rewards the dog for doing the 

right thing. For example, if your dog 
is waiting quietly to be petted, you pet 
him. Ignore the problem behaviors. 
Offer alternative behaviors. If your 
dog chews a shoe, take the shoe away 
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and hand him his chew toy. Negative 
reinforcement punishes inappropriate 
behavior. Negative reinforcement uses 
punishment as the result of inappro
priate behavior. 

Tty to resolve problems using both 
ways. Your dog loves to greet you and 
others by jumping up and giving you 
big kisses. Some people don't find this 
very lovable. A big dog like a grey
hound jumping up on a small child 
could be a frightening experience. 
Reso lving this problem using negative 
reinforcement is simple. Whenever the 
dog jumps on you, knee him in the 
chest, step on his hind feet, hold his 
front feet up on you and don ' t let him 
get down. Kneeing him in the chest, 
or stepping on hi s hind feet could 
cause physical injury. If! were to hold 
a dog up for a long period of time it 
could become quite uncomfortable to 
me and the dog. Resolving this prob
lem utilizing a more positive way is 
quite simple. Why do dogs jump up? 
They want attention, right? So if we 
don't give the dog attention he seeks, 
this can extinguish the inappropriate 
behavior. When the dog jumps up, ig
nore him. Ifhe jumps up on you when 
you are facing him, turn around the 
other way. Become a tree. Don ' t yell 
or react or anything. Be still. The 
minute the dog reali zes he is not get
ting a response from you, he will jump 
down. This is the time to turn around 
and praise him. If he jumps up again, 
repeat the previous response . The dog 
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learns quickly that the only time you 
will acknowledge him is when all four 
feet are on the ground. If you want to 
take this more positive approach a step 
further, teach your dog a more appro
priate response to substitute for the 
jumping. "Gwendolyn , sit or down." 
When the dog responds to the com
mand they get treats and praise. I had 
to use a variation of this teciUlique with 
my new girl greyhound Feather. 
Whenever we were getting ready to go 
for a walk she would nip me on the 
butt. Ouch! Well , she did it and I 
jumped backwards fast. Boy was she 
surprised. I nipped this little problem 

"in the butt." 

Creative solutions 
I attended a seminar on dog train

ing which used a technique called set
ups. When you use set-ups, you allow 
the dog to correct himself while do
ing something inappropriate. You as 
the manager do not confront the em
ployee (dog) who is doing something 
wrong. Tauren, my black male grey
hound, had a habit of swiping pens off 
the coffee table, canying them into the 
bedroom and munching them at his 
leisure . This was getting to be quite 
irritating not to mention possibly 
physically dangerous to him. To pre
vent a dog from stealing things off the 
counter, for example, create a set up. 
The set-up for this si tuation was sim
ply some fish line with soda cans at
tached to it. Attach this little gadget 
to something on the counter. Ifthe dog 
jumps and swipes the object, the cans 
come tumbling down, scaring the dog. 
Thus the dog would not attempt to 
jump on the counters again. Some
times set-ups have to be done a few 
times. In Tauren's case I had no soda 
cans or fi sh line, so I got the brilliant 
idea of attaching a pot lid to some sew
ing thread and attaching this to a 
couple of pens deliberately left on the 
coffee table. Tauren snatched the pen 
off the table but beca use the pot lid 
was so heavy, the pen moved but did 
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not bring the pot I id down onto the 
fl oor. In fact, the pen was dangling 
from the edge of the coffee table. I 
forgot to put my set-up away and later 
that evening I heard crash come from 
the li ving room. I ran back into the li v
ing room where my poor husband was 
standing ho lding the pen with the pot 
lid attached to it. " Dog training semi
nar stuff?" was my husband 's rhetori
cal question. Oops! 

Another example of a set-up to 
correct dogs from jumping on furni
ture is to take double-sided masking 
tape and attach it to the cushions of 
the couch in two horizontal rows and 
two vertical rows. The dog jumps on 
the furniture and gets sticky feet. Most 
dogs will not find this comfortable to 
lay on and after a couple of repeat tries 
they will eventuall y stay off the furni
ture with only a small piece of mask
ing tape on the cushion as a reminder. 

Using avoidance rather than con
frontati on is another way of dealing 
with a dog management problem. If 
your dog loves snuffling through the 
garbage pa il , you can either yell and 
scream at the dog every time he or she 
goes into it or do something really 
s imple. Take the garbage pail , put it 
some place where the dog won ' t be 
able to reach it. The garbage pail could 
be re located to the closet or perhaps 
under the sink . Problem resolved. 

Thi s example of avoidance rather 
than confrontati on invo lved a natural 
bone. Taure n would not allow me to 
take it from him, or if Sultan came by, 
Talll'en would phys ica lly attack him 
beca use the bone was his . This situa
ti on was resolved two ways. First, we 
got rid of all the natural bones in the 
house and substituted Ny labone of 
which Talll'en was not so possessive. 
I handed Tauren a toy. I asked him for 
it by saying " drop-it." I took the toy 
and g ive Tauren a treat. I repeated thi s 
dai ly wi th a ll hi s toys and rawhides. 
He lea rned to 'drop it" quickly because 
I provided him with a tasty alternati ve. 
"Leave-it" is simple too. When you are 
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out fo r a walk and the dog sees some
thing delectable on the side of the road 
tell him " leave it" and walk quickly in 
the opposite direction. The dog will 
get to the end of his leash, correct him
self, and quickly walk to catch up with 
you. 

Another example of using avoid
ance. Rather than dealing with dogs 
around the kitchen table begging and 
slobbering for treats, take the dogs and 
put them in the bedroom with a baby 
gate up. We can eat our dinner peace
full y and the dogs are rewarded at the 
end of our meal with their cookie treat. 
A long term solution is teaching your 
dog a good down-stay while you are 
eating. 

More solvable 
common problems 

Your dog enj oys ea ting feces 
(fancy term coprophagia). You ca n 
purchase stuff to put in the fo od to 
ma ke th e feces tas te ic ky. Appl y 
Adolph 's meat tenderizer or pineapple 
j ui ce to hi s food to cause the same ef
fect. You ca n tape up your dog ' s 
muzzle or install a professional (stool) 
nose cover to prevent the problem. Or 
th e simplest method of all. Pick the 
stuff up as soon as he or she defecates 
thereby avoiding any of the other al
ternati ves . 
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Some grey ho und owne rs ha ve 
problems with dogs bolting through 
the front door or fence gate. I f you 
have children who forget to shut the 
fence gate, the eas iest solution is pur
chase a lock with a key to prevent the 
gate from being opened. For those who 
have dogs that bolt through the front 
door or jump too eagerly from the car, 
you need to teach the dog the " Wait" 
command. In "Wait" the dog may be 
lying down, sitting or standing. 

There are several different ways to 
teach the dog this conunand. With a 
negative approach, one merely shuts 
the door on the dog while he or she 
rushes through it. They learn quickly 
to hang back on the word ' Wait." The 
positive way is by using treats and 
praise. Stand near the shut door with 
your dog. Tell him or her to "Wait." 
Open the door slowly. Hold back on 
the dog's collar and leash. The minute 
the dog relaxes say, "Good Puppy" and 
pop a treat in the mouth. Say "okay" 
and immediately go out the door for a 
walk or what ever. This will also rein
force the command. Eventually you 
can increase the amount of time the 
dog must "Wait" before receiving the 
praise or the treat. 

Dog management problems can be 
solved positi vely without using force, 
pain or fear. Be a littl e creative, ta lk 
to experts who use positive techniques 
and read a little. Think about it this 
way. When you had your first few jobs 
who was the person you enjoyed work
ing for; the manager who was a big, 
blustery, bossy jerk who made you 
fearful and unhappy or the manager 
who treated you with respect, showed 
you what did wrong and provided so
lutions to help you avoid them in the 
future? You could quit working for the 
bad manager any time you wanted and 
go work somewhere else. Your dog 
does not have any such luxury. 

Lori Lazetera is a CG regular con
tributor. 
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Handling Dominance with Subtlety 

Although greyhounds are not usu
ally dominant by personality, they can 
easily become dominant if they do not 
know their proper place in the family 
pack. All too often, people adopt a 
greyhound and, feeling sorry for it, 
don't show it any real leadership . The 
dog gets what it wants when it wants 
it. Littl e by littl e, sometimes before 
the owner is even aware of it , the dog 
starts taking over the alpha or leader
ship role. When owners are confonted 
by an incident involving a refusal to 
obey, a baring of teeth, or growling, 
they are horrified , yet, unwittingly, 
they have created this monster. 

What can you do if your dog is 
showing dominant tendencies'? Well , 
first of all, forget about scruff shakes 
or trying to forcibly put the dog on hi s 
back. I f the relationship has deterio
rated to this point, this could be down
right dangerous. 11 is far better to win 
his (or her) respect in subtle ways that 
the dog will understand. 

To do thi s, ),OU must act like an 
alpha dog. 
• Never allow the dog to precede 
you out the door. This shows a marked 
lack of respect in the eyes of the dog. 
Instead, using your body, push the dog 
to one side so that you can ex it first. 
When your dog willingly holds back 
and allows you to precede him , you 
will know you are earning hi s respect. 

• Feed the dog after you have eaten. 
In the wild, th e alpha wolfeats before 
the lesser members of the pack. By 
feeding last, you are showing the dog 
that you, not he, are alpha. 
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by Joan Dillon 

• Restrict furniture privileges. An 
alpha dog that wants a chair or couch 
that another dog is lying on will go up 
to the chair and stare at the other dog. 
This is usually suffici ent. Ifnot, a low 
growl gets the point across. The other 
dog may grumble a bit but will get up 
and leave the chair to the more domi
nant dog. (In your position, clearing 
your throat will take the place of a 
growl if the dog does not respond to 
the command to get off.) 

• Ban the dog from the bedroom at 
night (or crate him in the bedroom). 
A dominant dog interprets sleeping in 
bed with you as a sign of equal (or 
better) status. 

• In sist that the dog sit before re
ceiving treats from you or your chil
dren. A dog that will sit upon the com-
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A discussion about 
who is top dog. Karma 
and Hotly. Photo 
courtesy of Cindy 
Mandell , Hesperia CA. 

mand of a child is learning hi s place 
in the family pack and will be less 
likely to challenge the child for pack 
position. 
• If your dog gives you a command, 

ignore it (i.e. , begging at the table , 
jumping up to be petted, pushing 
against you, barking while you are on 
the phone, and so on.) Then , when 
your dog shows appropriate behavior, 
reward (or pet) him. 

Practice these subtl e "doggy" 
ways and you will become more al
pha than your dog. In the process, you 
will also gain the respect of your dog 
and have a much better behaved dog 
as well. Good luck! 

Joall Dilloll is a CG regular cOlllribu
(or and writes the "Yollr Questions 
Answered" CO/UI/111 in each issue. 
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can secure 
downed tree from the adjacent yard. Photo courtesy of Joan Belle Isle, Newton, MA. 

California's northern coast was 
once covered with redwoods. Used for 
pilings, sidings, and fence posts and 
boards, redwood is the West Coast's 
fence of choice. When I moved to my 
present house ten years ago it had a 
new cedar fence on the north, an old 
redwood fence on the south, and the 
front and back were open. I fenced the 
two open sides and have since faced a 
decade of maintenance. 

Redwood resists the insects and rot 
that can cause wood to decompose, but 
if it gets wet too often it will rot in 
three to five years. When I had to re
place the same posts again I switched 
to pressure-treated posts that contain 
toxic substances to repel pests and pre
vent rot. I use the posts everywhere 
except puppy yards and small exercise 
yards where they are likely to be 
chewed. 

When T helped a friend fence her 
yard, we installed only pressure
treated posts . We put the boards on the 
inside to prevent the dogs from reach
ing the fence posts or rails. 

Building a new fence is easier than 
replacing rotting posts on an old one 
because you don't have to remove the 
old posts. The more concrete you pour 
around a post when you install it, the 
harder it will be to remove . 

If appearance is not important, an 
easy way to add years to the life of a 
CelebraTing GreJ'hollllds 

fence is to cripple each rotten post by 
setting a new (preferably pressure 
treated) post just behind the rotten one 
and nailing two-by-four strips to con
nect the old post to the new. T crippled 
all the posts on myoid fence and am 
starting on the fence I put in 10 years 
ago. 

Storms and high winds can put the 
final strain on a rotten post and cause 
it to fail, so repairs are needed in 
stonny weather. T was feeling sorry for 
myself setting posts during a stonn in 
1992 but finally finished. The fence 
had been built with the cheapest ma
terials, which makes it hard to repair. 
Neighbors who own the fence report 
storm damage to me, knowing I will 
repair it because I have more to lose if 
dogs get out of the yard. 

After I fixed my fence T heard the 
storm had wrecked the fence of an
other Greyhound person who wasn ' t 
lucky enough to find the damage be
fore her dog did. 

Sharon had obtained Sky from the 
dispersal of Arborcrest. The big young 
dog was Winners Dog at the western 
specialty and took another major that 
weekend. He finished easily and be
came the top special on the West 
Coast. He sired one litter. At the 1991 
eastem specialty he won Best of Show. 
More importantly, he was Sharon 's 
best friend. 
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A Good Fence 
Is the 

Best Defense 
by 

Patricia Gail Burnham 

While I was fixing my fence, Sky 
found a weak place in Sharon's fence 
and disappeared. A frantic search was 
conducted. The swinuning pool in the 
next yard was covered for the winter. 
The searchers looked under the cover 
but the water was murky and they saw 
nothing. 

A day or two later, they noticed 
scratch marks on the rim of the pool. 
A second search found Sky's body in 
pool. He had run onto the pool cover 
and fallen between the cover and the 
pool edge into the water. He pulled 
himself up, leaving toenail marks on 
the edge, but could not climb out and 
finally drowned. The Greyhound 
world was saddened and Sharon was 
devastated. It's a very tough way to 
lose a favorite dog. 

Telling you this sad story moti
vates me to do fence patrol after and 
even during a storm. My neighbor
hood has a lot of geriatric wood fences. 
EvelY time there is a big storm many 
fences are blown down and their own
ers act surprised. They shouldn't be. 
Fences blow down because the sup
porting posts have rotted at ground 
level. By walking along the fence and 
pushing against each post you can tell 
if a post is in an advanced state of rot. 

Pushing against a solid post is like 
pushing against a wall - nothing 

Fences continued on page 30 
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Fences come in all shapes and sizes. Photo courtesy of Claudia Presto, Kanab, UT. 

Do your homework 

Planning to enclose your yard? 
Before digging the first post hol e or 
beginning to trench for the foundati on, 
review the checkli st below to assure 
th at the fence or wa ll that you con
struct will not be subj ect to chall enge 
by others. Others who you ask? Possi
bl y by the person who sold you the 
property or your neighbors or your 
local government or hi storic societies 
or the utility companies or even the 
Dep3I1ment of Natural Resources . Put 
down that post hole digger, stop that 
trac to r (o n w hi ch th e au ge r is 
mounted) and do some research. 

A fence or wa ll is an artifi cially 
constructed improvement that creates 
pri vacy, an enclosure or a barri er. 
There are multiple circumstances that 
can prevent a homeowner from build
ing a fence. And when a fence is per
mi ssible there are often restricti ons on 
the material s, appearance, dimensions 
and placement of the fencing. Gener
all y, there are permitting requirements 
and occasionall y in specti on require
ments. Save yourself aggravati on and 
expense, preserve yo ur neighborl y 
good will , and possibly avoid fines and 
lawsuits by seeking answers to the fol
lowing before you pl an and construct 
a fence. 
Is there any contract, state law, fed

eral law or local ordinance that pre
vents me from putting up a fence? 
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Did the owner who sold you the 
propel1y reserve any rights to the cut 
crops, the minerals or timber on the 
land? Would the fence obstruct entry 
onto the land for the removal of these 
products? 

Is there a histori c easement? For 
exampl e a Civil War hi stori c preser
vati on society purchased an easement 
from a previous owner of histori c farm 
prope.1y in Shenandoah County, Vir
ginia. The easement runs with the land 
and prohibits constructing any addi
tional fe nces in the fi elds in whi ch a 
ce rtain battl e occurred. The owner 
(and all future owners) may use the 
fi elds for growing crops or as pas ture, 
and may replace and repair the ex ist
ing fe nce lines, but may not divide the 
fi elds into smaller areas. Thi s ease
ment was granted by a deed of con
veyan ce and was reco rded in th e 
county land records. 

[s there a utility easement or right 
of way? Suppose telephone or electri c 
wires run underground; you are gen
erall y prohibited from digging within 
a certain distance from those lines. Or 
suppose that a previous owner of your 
property granted an easement to your 
ne ighbor to run an irri gati on ditch 
across a corner of your property. Can 
you fill the ditch in order to construct 
a fence on what would become lev
eled land? Probabl y not. Suppose a 
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Hold That 
Auger! 

by 
Attorney Janet Barrick 

road runs across your property and has 
been used for many years by a neigh
bor or neighbors as the most direct 
route to a local town . Can you block 
the road with your fence? Maybe. 

[s there a community plan or statu
tory building scheme in which all the 
owners in a community are bound by 
mutuall y restricti ve covenants? Thi s 
comes into being when a se ller subdi
vides hi s propel1y into lots and cre
ates a community plan that is binding 
upon all the purchasers (and the seller). 
The plan is fil ed in the county land 
records. The covenants (whi ch are the 
pro mi ses th at th e ow ne rs m a ke 
through the act of buying the land) last 
indefinitely. The covenants "run with 
the land" so that subsequent purchas
ers of the homes within the commu
nity are bound by the plan. When one 
owner violates a covenant, any other 
owner or owners can bring suit against 
th at owner. Fo r exampl e, when the 
community is near the ocean or other 
sceni c areas the covenants may pro
hibit fe nces or limit th e he ight of 
fences. It 's comm on for a statutory 
building scheme to prohibit fencing 
one's front yard. 

Is there a neighborhood zoning 
ordin ance th at limits yo ur fenc in g 
rights? An ordinance is a local gov
ernment ( incorporated town, city or 
county) law. A zoning designation is 
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a land use classification that has been 
legislated into an ordinance. Examples 
of use classifications include residen
tial (R), historic, commercial, light 
industrial, country-side and agricul
tural. Some classifications can have 
subcategories, such as R I and R2. 

Also, in some areas of the city or 
country two zoning designations can 
overlay. For example, a residentially 
zoned area of a town might also be 
zoned hi storic. Each zoning designa
tion has its own set of ordinances that 
control what may be done on the prop
erty. Ordinances generally co ntrol 
such things as the number of dogs al
lowed per res idence and fencing con
struction. 

Here are some 
examples of fenc
ing regulations. 
From Nashville, Tenn.: 

"The Metropolitan Zoni ng 

Ordinance provides that 
fences in residential areas are 
not permitted to exceed eight 
feet in height. Fences in front 
yards, of residences, may not 
exceed a height of six feet." 
This is obviously a grey
hound-friendly town! 

From San Diego , Calif.: 

shall not exceed 4 feet in height .. . 
(b) Shall not exceed 6 feet in height .. . 
in any patt which is 25 feet behind the 
front setback line. (c) Shall not have a 
height of greater than 8 feet at loca
tions other than those described in sub
sections (a) and (b). 

From Brecksville, Ohio: "REGULA
TIONS FOR RESIDENTIAL 
FENCES ZONING: Maximum height 
of a fence is as follows: Front yard 
(between the front wall of house and 
street) 3.5 ' Side and rear yard (from 
front wall of house to rear lot line) 4' 
... Front yard fences are permitted 
along the side lot lines, not parallel 
with the street." 
Note: Even when the zoning ordinance 

It's OK. Now, what kind? 
OK. You have done your research and 
you know that you can build a fence. 
Can you build whatever type of fence 
you like? Maybe. 

What material s may I use? Ordi
nances and community plans can also 
govern the material s and construction 
of your fence. Many ordinances pro
hibit uncovered wire or ga lvanized 
fencing. Most prohibit electrified fenc
mg. 

Is there an opacity requirement? 
"Opacity" refers to the deg ree to 
which the fence blocks light. It is mea
sured by looking a section of the fenc
ing while standing directly in front of 
it. Many ordinances limit opacity. For 
example, Anne Arbor's ordinance re

quires that the construction of 
a fence in a residential district 
"(a) In the required front open 
space shall not exceed ... 50 
per cent opacity. (b) Shall not 
exceed ... 80 per cent opacity 
in any patt which is 25 feet be
hind the front setback line." So 
the spacing of the boards on 
the fence would be critical 
when there are opacity ordi-

nances. 

Are there setback 
requirements? 

"FENCE HEIGHT IN RESI
DENT IAL ZONES. I. 

The most important goal is to keep your greyhound safe. 
Maimie, photo courtesy of Kate Bressler, Gladstone, MO. 

A "setback" is a distance that 
is required by the zoning regu
lations from the property line 

Within visibility areas, fences shall not 
exceed three feet in height. 2. In front 
of an established setback line or within 
the required front or street side yard, 
fences shall not exceed three feet in 
height, except as specified below: a. 
An open fence not exceeding a height 
of three feet shall be permitted on top 
of solid fencing , also not to exceed a 
height of three feet ... " 
From Ann Arbor, Mich.: "The follow
ing requirements shall be observed: 
Fences located in residential districts 
(a) In the required front open space 
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allows a certain fence height or loca
tion, you may be subject to a commu
nity plan that has greater restrictions 
that would override the zoning plan. 

Is the land protected from alteration 
by government environmental pro
tection laws? 

For example, patt of my property 
is Federally-protected tidal wetlands 
(translation, marshy swamp) on which 
I may legally do little except abate the 
mosquitoes and enjoy the other wild
life. 

Slimmer 1997 

to the improvement (in our discussion , 
the fence). Often the closer the fence 
is placed to the property line, th e 
shorter the fence must be. And watch 
for the situation of a fence constructed 
at the intersection of two streets -
spec ial (lower) height and (greater) 
setback requirements may ex ist. 

What about those walls called 
"party walls?" A party wall is a single 
wall that is half on one neighbor 's 
property and half on the adjacent 
neighbor' s propetty. These are often 
found in row houses, where a single 

Page 29 



waJl is shared by the two houses . Oc
casionaJly the lots are also divided by 
a common waJl running between the 
two lots. 

At one time it was common for 
neighbors to share a fen ce. Today, gen
eraJly the ordinances prescribe that the 
fence you build must be on your prop
elty and often require that the flat side 
of a fence face the neighbor (the posts 
must be on your side of the propelty). 
Some fencing companies recommend 
that you construct your fence a few 
inches inside your property line. 

Can I build now? 
Now you have determined what 

the fence can look like - its height, 
it s construction, its placement. Can 
you begin to build it? Probably not yet! 
You may need to obtain a building 
permit (and poss ibly some city or 
county inspections of the construc
tion). 

Let's look at the requirements of 
the City of Albany, N.Y.: "A building 
permit is required to: Erect a penlla
nent fence , waJl or retaining waJl over 
two feet in height above grade. Per
mit Application and Approval Check 
List. Zoning Review: Submit two (2) 
copies of a plot plan drawn to scale. 

The plot plan should show: 
• the size and shape of the lot 
• the location of aJl structures on the 

lot 
• the proposed construction or addi

tion 
• distances (setbacks) from the pro

posed construction to the lot lines and 
any other structures." 

Now compare NashviJle, Tenn.: "Am 
J required to obtain a permit to build a 
fence? No - but pl ease take care not to 
encroach upon your neighbor's prop
erty. " 

Inspections 
Some cities want to make sure the 

work is performed competently. They 
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require information about the contrac
tor and often want to inspect the work 
in progress. For example, BrecksviJle, 
Ohio's ordinance states: "Fence post 
hol es are to be a minimum of3' deep. 
An inspect ion of post hol es is re
quired." So after the hol es are dug, an 
inspector must come to the property 
to in spect the dug holes before the 
builder of the fence can sink the posts. 

No Permit? 
What happens if you build your fence 
without foJlowing the prescribed regu
lations or without obtaining a required 
permit? Sometimes people make im
provements without obtaining a build
ing permit. OccasionaJly people skip 
over the permitting process in order 
to cheat the tax man. 

When you appl y for a building 
permit, the local government becomes 
aware of the improvement you are 
making. Because the improvement in
creases the va lue of your property, the 
taxing jurisdiction increases the as
sessed value of your property, result
ing in higher property taxes on your 
property. The fact is, it' s difficult to 
avoid being discovered. And when dis
covered , you wiJl be fined and any 
non-conforming improvements wiJl 
have to be brought into specifications 
or removed. A point in time when an 
owner is especiaJly vulnerable to be
ing found out is when the house goes 
on the market. 

Call Miss Utility! 
So do your preliminary planning, 

know the restrictions, get your permit, 
and then call Miss Utilityl Ask your 
county or city for the phone number 
that you must ca Jl in order to have util
ity employees come to your property 
to mark aJl the underground utiliti es 
(electric , phone, ca ble, gas) . This 
person(s) wiJl spray paint the ground 
or stick red fl ags along the paths of 
underground utilities. 

AJlowa week to ten days for the 
utility person to show up and complete 
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the task. Only when those lines have 
been marked will you be ready to build 
that fence l 

Janet Barrick is {III attorney and a CG 
regular contrib utor. She lIIay be 
reached at jbarrick@frielld.ly.net 

Fences continued from page 27 

moves - but if you push against a 
rotted post, the fence gives and fl exes. 
The post must be crippled or removed 
and replaced. A fence won't blow 
down until a series of posts has rotted 
through. Since they don ' t aJl rot at the 
same time, you're on notice to repair 
them. 

My office understands that after a 
windstorm, if my fences need repair, 
I will not be at work until it 's finished. 
In order to know if repairs are needed, 
I must walk along the fence and push 
on each post to test its soundness . If 
the weather is bad and I resist the idea, 
I remember Sky and the swimming 
pool. That motivates me! 

This February 's storms blew down 
many fences. I found a well cared-for 
Australian Shepherd looking for a ride 
home. She had no ID and didn't seem 
used to being on her own. I brought 
her to animal control , where her owner 
rec laimed her a few days later. Be
tween th e floods and the damaged 
fences, animal control was fill ed with 
lost dogs. 

Go out and check your fen ce to
day. 

Patricia Gail Bumhalll is a CG regu
lar cOlllributor alld is the author of 
Play/mining YOllr Dog, St. Martill's 
Press, N. Y. 
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LIFE AWAY FROM HOME: CARE AND FEEDING 

Leaving Your Dog at a Boarding Kennel 
by Terrill Schukraft 

The first test of a good boarding kennel is passing your inspection. Photo courtesy of 
Marcia Herman, Hamden, CT. 

You have to leave your greyhound 
at home while you take a clUise in the 
Caribbean ; no dogs on shipboard. 

You ' re going camping in a state 
park, and dogs are not permitted. 

You're visiting relatives, and Aunt 
Tillie is allergic to dogs. 

You've never had to board this dog 
before, and you are worried about him. 
How will he survive without you? 
Who will tuck him in at night? Will 
he eat? Will he mourn and become 
depressed? Will he think you are aban
doning him? 

Dogs are like people. They come 
in all personalities. Some of them take 
on a boarding experience like any 
other experience - they enjoy visit
ing the other dogs in the kennel, they 
like meeting strangers, they eat what
ever is on the plate, and they take ad
vantage of the new surroundings. 

Other dogs are reluctant to adapt 
to new situations. They are nervous 
and excitable. They are too worried to 
eat at first. They don't trust strangers. 

Greyhounds who have raced or 
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been trained at racing kennels have an 
advantage: None of this is new to 
them. If their experiences were good 
at the track kennels, they will take 
boarding in stride. They are used to 
being handled by strangers, and they 
know nothing is forever. Even a ner
vous, uncertain greyhound adapts to a 
boarding kennel well, because he' s 
been in simi lar situations before. 
That's why most boarding kennels are 
happy to take in ex-racers, because our 
beautiful dogs know the ropes already, 
unlike many other house pets. 

All these generalizations don't 
help you, though. You still worry. 
That's just natural. 

Guidelines for 
picking a kennel 

The best way to find a good board

ing kennel is to ask friends who treat 
their dogs the same way you treat 
yours. Other greyhound owners can 
help. They can guide you away from 
kennel s where they've had bad expe-

SlIlIIlIIel' 1997 

riences, and they can recommend the 
kennels they themse lves use. 

If you don't have the resource of 
other greyhound owners in your area, 
then you ' re on your own. 

Many veterinarians offer boarding 
services to their clients. These services 
are not often the best for a greyhound. 
The dogs are usually kept in cages and 
let out only to eliminate a few times a 
day. There's often no one on staff at 
night, and the last turnout may be 
around 9 p.m. On weekends there may 
be very few people on hand to tend to 
the dogs, and that sometimes will be 
the vet himself, taking care of emer
gency situations and post-op patients. 
Then there's the problem of exposure 
to diseases - not an issue with a re
ally healthy happy hound, but some
thing to consider. 

At a good boarding kennel your 
dogs wi ll be tended to regularly, al
lowed more or less unlimited access 
to the outdoor nm areas, and the owner 
usually lives on the premises. The last 
turnout will be just before the owner 
himself turns in for the night. A vet 
will be on call in case of trouble, but 
many boarding kennels go for years 
and years with no need to call on the 
attending vet. 

In order to choose a boarding ken
nel first call around and ask questions. 
What kind of facilities are available? 
Does each dog have an indoor-outdoor 
run? What shots are required? What' s 
the price? May you go visit the ken
nel? 

Make an appointment to see the 
kennel. Don't jus t drop in unan
nounced unless the kennel owner sug
gests it. You may arrive just at feed
ing time and interrupt the dogs ' sched
ule. Or when the owner is busy groom-
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ing dogs, and unable to 
drop eve rything at yo ur 
whim. Or he may be tak
ing a shower himse lf, or 
eating a late lunch. Be con
siderate. Do you drop in on 
strangers yourself? Do you 
apprec iate hav ing unan
noun ced visitors whose 
primary interest is check
ing up on your housec lean
ing? 

The reason fo r making 
an appointment is simple 
courtesy. It has nothing to , runs i sun 

seem to enj oy dogs? 
Does he like to intro-
duce you to the other 
dogs and te ll yo u a 
littl e about them? 
Does he know thei r 
na mes? Dog kennel 
operato rs may not 
have the best bedside 
manner with people, 
but that doesn' t mean 
they are not fond of 
dogs l Watch his man
ner with the dogs that 
are there. 

do with rushing to clean up important criteria. Photo courtesy of Ralph Arnoldi . Newton, MA. 

the kennel just before you arrive! The be relati vely clean, if they are in the The kennel passes 
kennel is kept clean for many reasons: runs at all. your inspection. 
It's eas ier to maintain if it 's clean. The You can' t expect a kennel to look 
state inspector can drop in at any time. li ke your bedroom. A collection of 
Returning clean dogs to their owners dogs will make some amount of mess 
is much nicer than returning dogs with in a very short ti me. But the mess 
feces all over them. should be picked up several times a 

When you visit the kennel look at day, and th e runs should look neat. 
the size of th e accommodations. Are Look at the other dogs there. They 
the runs cement based and sloped for will be excited to see you, and bark-
drainage? Is the fencing in good con- ing. There may be some that are fear-
dition and at least six feet high? Are ful, avoiding contact. Remember that 
the individual gates secured with dog- those dogs are probably that way with 
proofable latches? Are there guards on their owners, too. But most of the dogs 
the top to prevent the dogs from c1imb- should be anxious to meet you and the 
ing out? Is there safety fencing on the kennel owner, with tails wagging. All 
perimeters in case a dog bolts out of the noise they make while you are 
his run when the gate is opened? Is there may be upsetting to you, but re-
protecti on from sun and rai n always member they spend the rest of the time 
ava ilable? Is there a water pail or dish sleeping or play ing with the dog next 
in each run? Is there water in the pail? to them. The noise is not a constant 

Are the runs at least four feet wide occurrence. 
and twelve feet long to accommodate Some kennels offer "playtime" 
an active greyhound? Is the opening when they let several boarders out to
to the inside part of the run tall enough gether in a large exercise area. This 
for a greyhound? seems to be very popular with some 

You may notice a smell of urine at clients. It is not a good idea, though. 
a boarding kennel. It is difficult to Dogs that don' t know each other may 
clean up immediately after every dog get into fights or play too hard for your 
urinates. But the smell should be of greyhound with his tender skin. A ve.y 
fresh urine - not the funky smell of asserti ve dog can do a lot of damage 
old urine. Any feces in the runs should in a very short time. Even supervised 
be obviously fresh, not days old. There dogs can hurt each other very quickl y. 
shouldn ' t be food scattered around. Most important of all , do you like 
The stainless steel food di shes should the kennel operator? Does he or she 
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You make a reservation. The day 
comes to take the dog there at the 
scheduled time. What do you take with 
you? 

For greyhounds a pile of blankets 
is a necessity. Don't take stuffed beds 
or Styrofoam mattresses . For some 
reason every greyhound I've boarded 
has succeeded in tearing these mattress 
covers and strewing bits of stuffing all 
over the place. The expensive bed is 
destroyed. Old blankets and soft rugs 
are best. They may get destroyed, too, 
but they are disposable. 

You don't need to take food dishes. 
Kennels supply sturdy stainless steel 
dishes which are easy to clean and you 
won't lose your favorite dog dish in 
the shuffle. Take off any slip coll ars 
you may use. A simple buckl e collar 
with or without ID is suffi cient. Choke 
and semi-choke coll ars can get caught 
in bucket bailers or pa.1s of fencing. 

If you want, take some disposable 
toys your dog is fond of, just making 
sure nothing is so small he can swal
low it. 

On a fi rst visit you will be asked 
to show proof of vaccinations and ra
bies shots. Take the certificate the vet 
gave you, or the most recent comput
erized statement from your vet with 
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dates of the shots administered. Some 
kennel s may require a copy of the 
dog 's license as well. Ask what the 
kennel owner needs to see, and be sure 
not to forget to take it. 

Make sure the dog is free of ticks 
and flea s. No kennel operator appre
ciates taking in an infested animal. 
Expect to be charged if the kennel has 
to spray or dip your dog for parasites 
he arrived with. If you know your dog 
is sensiti ve to a particular chemical 
make sure the kennel operator knows 
about it. 

Be sure the kennel operator knows 
who your regular veterinarian is. If you 
like, you may lea ve an emergency 
phone number for him to call in case 
he needs to get in touch with you, a 
friend or a relative who likes your dog. 
But don't expect the worst - just be 
prepared for it. It 's SOli of like light
ing a cigarette while you're waiting for 
the bus to arrive. 

How to leave your dog 
Your dog may raise a ruckus as you 

walk away, leaving him behind. Try 
not to burst into tears, and don ' t over
reassure the dog. Act confident and 

happy in order to assure him every
thing is okay. It will be better for him, 
and you can cry when you get back to 
your car. I promise you, the moment 
you have drive n away the dog will 
sigh , look around and interest himself 
in his new surroundings. I know you 
won't believe that, but it is true. Dogs 
are wonderful creatures. Survival is 
very important to them. 

As an aside, please don't take your 
teenage daughter along when you drop 
the dog off if she's the type who is 
going to go hysterical when you force 
her to leave her buddy! It 's just upset
ting to the dog, who thinks he 's done 
something wrong to make her cry. 

Food and Medication 
In all the years I' ve been boarding 

dogs I've never had a dog refuse food 
for more than a day or two. The own
ers may tell me their dog is a picky 
eater and undoubtedly won't eat any
thing I give them, but, believe me, it 
isn' t true! Just the sound of other dogs 
eating seems to turn on the hungry 
juices. Your dog will not starve him
self to death in a boarding kennel! 
Quite the contrmy .... 

The crate where the dogs are bedded down should be large, clean and comfortable. 
Photo courtesy of David Wolf, Philadelphia, PA. 
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I f you want to keep your dog on a 
particular diet, take his own food to 
the kennel. Don ' t be surprised if you 
are charged an extra fe e for this ser
vice - with some kennels it is more 
trouble to store and serve individual 
diets than it is to use the kennel' s own 
food . And if your dog is on any kind 
of medication be sure to take it along, 
with expli cit in structions on dosage 
and on what the medication is for. 
Again, some kennel s may charge a fee 
for medicating, but you need to keep 
the med schedule intact. If the dog is 
going to miss a heartworm preventa
tive while you ' re gone, take that along, 
too, with the day the pill is due to be 
given. 

If you worry about the dog, take 
the kennel phone number with you and 
feel free to call to check on him. Ken
nel owners are happy to tell you how 
your dog is doing, and often will have 
a cute story to tell you that will remind 
you of what a wonderful hound you 
have. 

Have a happy vacation, even if it 
is with your in-laws! The dog is in 
good hands with a dog professional , 
and he will be g lad to see you when 
you return . He may sleep for a week 
back at home because he's worn out 
from all the activity at his very own 
Slimmer camp! 

Terrill Schukra./i has operaled her 
NorlhcoulIllJ' Kennels near Hershey, 
Pa. , since 1976, boarding all kinds of 
dogs and cals. She began her business 
because she didn 'Ilrusl olher people 
10 lake care of her own dogs, so she 
knows where you 're cOlllingji'Oln! Be
fore buying her own kennel she worked 
al several olher kennels, bOlh breed
ing and boarding eslablishlllenls. By 
profession she is ajournalisl and edi
lor. J[you have queslions aboul board
in g YOli ca n reach her at 
lerrills@ezollline.colII, alld she is 0 11 

Ih e Greyhound, Coursing and 
Sighlhoulld lisls. 
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TRAINING 

First Dolphins,Now Dogs 

The 
World of 
Clicker 
Training 
by Jody Frederick 
with contributions from 
Carolyn Clark and 
Gerry Bower * 

Have you ever visited Sea World? 
Were you awestruck by the amazing 
and seemingly effortless antics of the 
dolphins and kill er whales as they 
sail ed through hoops and jumped sky
ward? Have yo u ever wondered how 
the trainers manage to make two-ton 
mammals perform such incredible 
stunts with the greatest of prec ision 
and ease? Have you ever wished that 
there was a way to make your dog re
spond that way? 

There is good news for all dog 
owners who are interested in improv
ing their communicati on skill s and 
building a new type of relationship 
with their dogs l The same theory that 
is used in dolphin training is now be
ing applied to dog training. 

What are the basic principles of 
dolphin training? 

Broadly speaking, dolphin trainers 
do not use physica l punishment or 
brute force. After all , how do you rep
rimand an animal that j ust swims 
away? Do lphin tr a ine rs ge t th e 
behaviours they want using positi ve 
rein fo rcement alone. Pos iti ve rein
forcement refers to rewarding the 
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The goal of training can be as simple as teaching good house manners. 
courtesy of Lt . Col. James Rainey, Montgomery, Al. 

behaviours that the trainer likes or 
wants. With positi ve reinforcement, 
the animal gets rewarded in ways 
meaningful to the animal (the kettle 
offi sh for the dolphin or bits of weiner 
for a dog) for doing what the human 
being wants it to. 

Think about traditional dog train
ing methods for a moment. These 
methods oft en include the use of 
choker co llars and physical force, both 
in making the dog do what we want it 
to (i. e., forcing a reluctant or fright
ened greyhound to sit by collapsing its 
rear legs against its will) and in cor
recting the dog when it does what we 
do not want it to (i.e., jerking sharpl y 
on the collar when the dog pulls on 
the lead). 

A re in fo rce r is anything that 
strength ens th e lik elih ood that a 
behaviour will happen. There are dif-
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ferent types of reinforcers: a primary 
reinforcer is something that the ani
mal naturally likes (food, play, sex, 
massage etc.). A conditioned rein
forcer is a sign or sound which the 
animal has learned to like because it 
stands for a primalY reinforcer (a click, 
"yes," a whistl e, a hand signal). 

Clicker training is built on the 
idea of positive reinforcement. 

Positi ve reinforcement training is 
completely different fro m the type of 
training whereby you make your dog 
do something, correcting it each time 
it' s wrong until it learns how to do it 
right. Instead, with pos itive reinforce
ment training, the trainer watches what 
the dog is doing, communicates with 
a signal that he/she likes the behaviour, 
then rewards th e behav iour with food, 
praise, petting, or play . 
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What is this fabled "clicker"? It is 
a small, hand-held device that makes 
an unmistakeably sharp clicking sound 
when it is pressed. Clickers sound the 
same no matter how you are feeling 
when you press it. The clicker is far 
superior to using one's voice ("Good 
Dog!") because you can't say a word 
with the same precision that you can 
achieve with a click. You might unin
tentionally change the intonation and! 
or volume each time you say the key 
word ("Goooooood Dog!" versus 
"Good Doooog!" versus <excited 
voice> "Good Dog!" versus <soft, 
uninterested voice> "Good Dog"). A 
verbal reinforcer does not stand out as 
distinctly as a "click" and therefore, 
the message is not as clear. Another 
reason the clicker is far better than 
using one's voice is because we speak 
to our dogs frequently , eve n when 
we're not reinforcing or training them. 
How are they to know the difference? 

How do you start clicker train
ing? 

First, you must condition the dog 
to accept the click sound as meaning 
a treat is coming." To do thi s, get 
twenty food treats. Click and then give 
the treat. Do twenty repetitions. Typi
cally, you must do at least sixty rep
etitions in order for the dog to have a 
strong association between the clicker 
(a conditioned reinforcer) and the pri
mary reinforcer (in this case, food). 
This is only the beginning - see it as 
a magic key to a whole new world of 
relating to your dog. 

Resources 
Books on the principles of operant 
conditioning and positive reinforce
ment: 

B.F. Skinner (1951). " How to 
teach animals." Scientific AlJlerican, 
185 (12): 26-29. 

Karen Pryor, (1985). Don't Shoot 
the Dogi The New Art o(Teaching and 
Training, Bantam Books. 
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Karen Pryor, (1996). A Dog and a 
Dolphin 2. O. Sunshine Books. 

Gary Wilkes, CLICK! & TREAT 
(TM) TRAINING KIT VHS - 56 min
utes Includes two clickers and an in
struction book. Available from Click 
& Treat (TM) Products, Mesa, AZ 
Order line (800) 456-9526 

Garry Martin & Joseph Pear. Be
havior Modification: What it is and 
how to do it (5th ed) (1996). Prentice 
Hall. Upper Saddle River, NJ 07458 
ISBN # 0-13-310947-X 

Sunshine Books Inc. 1-800-47-
CLICK sells many of the above books. 
Contact them for a free catalogue of 
clickers and clicker-related publica
tions. 

A monthly newsletter 
The Clicker Journal for trainers 

and by trainers. The cost is $ 15 (US) 
yearly and is available from Corrally 
Burmaster, Editor, Rt. I Box 349 E, 
Leesburg, VA 22075. 

The Internet 
(I) CLICK-L is an Internet email 

list for clicker training. To subscribe, 
send an ema il to: 
C L I C K -L@txk9cop.metronet.com. 

In the message area, type "subscribe 
firscname lasCname" (without quo
tations). 

(2) A very informative web page 
on clicker training is at: http:// 
dontshootthedog.com 

References 
Karen Pryor (1995). A Dog and A 
Dolphin: An Introduction to Click and 
Treat (TM) Training, Sunshine Books. 

* Carolyn Clark and Gerry Bower are 
obedience instl1lctors at The Centre for 
Applied Canine Behaviour, 600 
Eag leson Rd., Kanata, Ontario 
CANADA K2M I H4. This schoo l has 
been very understanding towards the 
unique obedience training needs of the 
author's two ex-racing greyhounds. 

Jod)' Frederick is a CG regular con
tributor. 

Successful training helps a dog develop 1 Du<:hess with the 
neighbors. Photo courtesy of Sharon Cummings, Irvine, CA. 
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ACTIVITIES: IN AN RV 

On the 
Road With 
Pharaoh 
and Phoebe 
by Eliana Siciliano 

Last yea r we adopted our two 
greyhounds - Pharaoh, a large black 
male - and Phoebe, a medium white 
brindle female. We th ought we had 
covered every aspect of caring for and 
owning two retired racers and were 
we ll prepared for our new lives to
gether. One thing we had not consid
ered though was what we should do 
when it came time to get away for a 
weekend or longer. Our jobs do not 
allow us to get away for any extended 
periods of time, but we do enj oy short 
trips and long weekend jaunts. Our 
veterinarian office provides excellent 
boarding faciliti es, but we were not 
comfortable with leaving the dogs or 
being away from them for any length 
of time. Our fa mily has always en
joyed the outdoors and camping so it 
seemed that the logica l thing to do was 
to buy a camper and take our dogs 
along on our trips. 

After a shott search we found what 
we hoped would be the perfect so lu
tion - a used twenty-eight-foot mo
tor home in good conditi on. This way 
the dogs would have room to move 
around while we were driving and still 
be close at hand . The onl y concern 
now was whether or not the dogs 
wou ld adapt to trave ling. If not, it 
would be a financ ial di saster. Much 
to our delight the dogs loved the whole 
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With an X-pen for safety. Pharaoh and Phoebe get to go camping with the family. Photo 
courtesy of Eliana Siciliano, Neptune, NJ . 

idea. Their former lives involved trav
eling to and fro m race tracks so the 
transition to the motor home was easy . 

We are fortunate to live in a state 
noted for its vacat ion spots . We 
pl anned our first trip. We set out to a 
campsite located about an hour from 
our home. It was far enough to be away 
yet close enough for us to get back 
hom e in the eve nt that th e dogs 
changed their mind about the whole 
camping experience. 

Upon arrival at our camp site, our 
first priority was to set up our X-pens 
alongside the camper (which work out 
perfectly when you couple two or three 
together) and put out fresh water. The 
sight of this large corral immed iately 
generated a great dea l of attentio n. 
Children were the first to arrive, fol 
lowed by concerned parents convinced 
that we had brought some type of wild 
animal into their campsite. As soon as 
the dogs stepped out of the camper, 
the barrage of questions began. What 
kind of dogs are they? Why are the 
dogs kept in a pen? Why are they so 
skinny? Do th ey bite? Can we pet 
them? 

My husband Danny and I fielded 
questi ons whil e the dogs were very 
obliging and put everyone at ease by 
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greeting them with wagging tai ls and 
wet noses and tongues . Both dogs love 
children and behave very well, espe
ciall y around small babies. One prob
lem is that Pharaoh is a kisser and likes 
to "taste" everyone.Thi s delighted the 
children but caused some raised adult 
eyebrows. 

After we had settl ed into our site 
and hooked up, we took a wa lk to 
check out the camp store and other 
faci lit ies. By now the news had spread 
that there were greyhound s at the 
campground and we soon found that 
we had quite an entourage. Everyone 
we passed greeted us with smil es and, 
in most cases, stopped us to ask ques
tions about the dogs. We found that 
most people had heard of greyhounds 
and the pli ght of the race r but had 
never seen one up close. The general 
consensus was that they were beauti
ful anima ls. Of course, we already 
knew that. At the campsite store/of
fi ce everyone we met made us feel 
welcome and the interest in the dogs 
continued. At night the dogs slept in
side the motor home with us and dur
ing the day they either relaxed in their 
pen or took long wa lks with us. Be
cause of all the ac ti vity at family ori
ented sites (children swimming, fi sh-
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ing, riding bikes, and playing games), 
we recommend not leaving penned 
dogs outside unattended. 

When our weekend came to an 
end we were reluctant to leave. EvelY
one from the staffat the site to our fel
low campers had made us feel wel
come. We left knowing that we had 
been able to introduce many new 
people to the plight of the racing dog, 
and possibly consider the idea of 
adopting a dog of their own. 

During the remainder of the sum
mer we took several weekend trips, 
venturing out a little further each time. 

i 
courtesy of Eliana Siciliano, Neptune, NJ. 

The dogs were quick to become sea
soned campers. When they heard the 
engine start, their excitement would 
overwhelm them. Once inside the 
motor home , Phoebe would take her 
place lying on the couch, while Pha
raoh would stand between Danny and 
me, looking out of the front windshield 
so as not to miss anything. 

One trip to the Wetland Pine Bar
rens of South Jersey proved to be a 
little too difficult for Pharaoh's liking. 
A dead giveaway to the fOithcoming 
disaster should have been the tall 
wooden and screened insect traps that 
were everywhere. They were for fly
ing insects called Greenheads ; you 
would swear they have teeth. We were 
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able to fend them off ourselves with 
insect repellents, but we did not want 
to use any on the dogs. Phoebe was 
okay, but Pharaoh sustained many 
bites. Needless to say, we did not stay 
very long. Pharaoh spent the next few 
weeks cowering from all flying in
sects. 

A long weekend in the Amish 
Country of Pennsylvania proved to be 
just the opposite. The atmosphere is 
relaxed and the scenery is beautiful. 
There is plenty of wildlife to watch, 
much to the dogs' delight. 

One of the highlights of last sea
son was 
our trip to 
Brattleboro, 
Vermont 
for the 
Save the 
Greyhound 
Dogs!Walk. 
There were 
plenty of 
new faces 
and new 
dogs to 
meet. 

A t 

eve r y 
campsite 
weencoul1-

tered the same warm greeting and 
friendly interest. 

As the weather became cooler our 
trips became less frequent because the 
dogs could not spend 
time outside. We reluc
tantly put our motor 
home into winter stor
age much to the dismay 
of our two dogs, who, 
by now, look forward to 
our trips with great en
thusiasm. 

i 

that it is wise to call ahead, even if you 
have an up-to-date campsite directory. 
It is always best to inquire about their 
pet policy. We found that most camp
sites allow dogs and other pets as long 
as they are confined while at the site 
and walked on a leash. Cleaning up 
after your pet is a must. Some sites 
allow only one small dog per site and 
others have restrictions as to where the 
dogs can go. Most require proof of ra
bies vaccination. We carry copies in 
the camper. 

There is no doubt that Pharaoh and 
Phoebe are also looking forward to re
turning to the road. EvelY time Danny 
goes into the motor home to tinker 
around, or st3lts the engine just to run 
it for awhile, both dogs run through 
the house, looking out of evelY win
dow and door and making a commo
tion as if to say "We're ready, let's 
go, lefs go, let's go!" 

Camping is a great way to relax 
and get back in touch with nature, meet 
new people and exchange ideas. The 
fact that while doing this we can pro
mote greyhound adoption is an added 
bonus. We look forward to meeting 
many new faces this summer and per
haps introduce our dogs to other states 
and make many new friends. 

Eiiana Siciliano lives in Neplune New 
Jersey wilh her hOllnds and her hlls
band Danny. Eliana is an aclive mem
ber oj Greyhound Friends. 

We have spent the 
winter months planning 
our spring and summer 
weekend vacations. One 
thing we have learned is Siciliano, Neptune, NJ. 
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ACTIVITES: AT CAMP 

Gone To 
The Dogs 
By Eloise Danniels 

A dachshund and its owner are on 
their bellies under a tree. They have 
their heads bent over a couple of pa
per cups, one of which hides a dog 
cookie. The dachie's ears brush the 
cups as the owner keeps switching the 
cups around on the grass like a shell 
game. The dachshund learns to pick 
the correct one by tapping its nose on 
the cup. 

In a big fi eld of lush grass is a 
fe nced enclosure where a samoyed 
sprints, weaves, and successfully herds 
a dozen sheep. Cheers go up from the 
watchers along the fe nce. 

At the ve ry top of the hill sur
rou nded by a deep blue bowl of sky, a 
woman in shorts throws a frisbee for 
her mi xed breed, while a group of 
women in lounge chairs languidly 
wave bubble wands, oooh-ing and 
ahhh-ing when they produce bubbles 
that are particularly large and wobbly. 
Their greyhounds lie at their feet la
zily watching the bubbles offer spar-

Danniels. 

kl ing rainbows up to the sky. (Later 
these same women are seen manicur
ing each other's toenail s.) 

This is Camp Gone-To-The-Dogs 
in the Vennont hills, a place where you 
can try any dog acti vity known to 
personkind; agility; obedience; fl yball ; 
lure coursing; pet therapy or Canine 
Good Citizen training. Or you can sim
ply laze about with The Bon Bon Club 
blowing bubbles under the trees. This 
last is the invention of a greyhound 
owner, a woman who hands out bon 
bon awards at the end of camp to those 
who have spent the week being the 
most indolent and sloth ful. 

Other groups under the trees learn 
canine shell games and amusing pet 
tricks with an expert from England, 
Roy Hunter, who also teaches nose 

work and obedi
ence. 

A I I agility for the visiting sighthounds . Photo courtesy of 
Eloise Danniels. 

Like every
thin g else , the 
sheep herding 
can be tried by 
any dog. Expert 
instruction is of
fered by Roy 
John so n from 
Lynchburg, Vi r
ginia . He gives 
wo nderfu l dem
onstrat ions with 
hi s border collie 
and hi s equall y 
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talented Jack Russell. (But when we 
visited, we didn 't see any greyhounds 
interested in doing more than keep ing 
a fasc inated eye on those fuzzy, I'llll

ning sheep!) 
A quarter of a mile away li es a 

pond, onl y as deep as a man's chest at 
the center. Cries of "Come 011 , you can 
do it!" rise joyfull y in the breeze, as 
dogs get their first swimming lesson 
with instructor, Brad Wood. He stands 
chest-deep, carefull y lower ing each 
dog into the water - often carrying it 
out there to begin with - and send
ing it to its master, who is ca lling en
couragement and promi sing lav ish 
treats on shore. In the shallows, a sea
soned canine pro paddles back and 
forth rather tauntingly, looking like the 
Loch Ness monster. It 's greyhound, 
Zephyr, who owns instructor Brad 
Wood and his wife, Linda Colfl esh. 

Where is thi s idylli c s li ce of 
heaven? On several hundred acres in 
the hills of picture-postca rd Vermont. 
The creation of a woman who just got 
sick and tired of going on vacati on 
without her dog. 

Honey Loring' s Camp Gone to the 
Dogs wouldn ' t have been created if 
several elements hadn ' t come to
geth er. Prominent among them was 
Loring's exasperati on at hav ing to 
leave her doggies behind when she 
was supposed to be having fun . She 
also happens to live near the Landmark 
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School, located in the pristine moun
tains of Putney, Vermont. Loring 
found that she could rent the school 
during the logical time for doglhuman 
vacati ons - summer. Now that her 
camps have become popular, she has 
added a fa ll session - and has had to 
find a location farther n0l1h that has 
the space and the scenic beauty for her 
fall campers. 

Wilma Nathanson has gone to the 
summer session in Putney for two 
years in a row. Thi s past summer, she 
had succumbed to Potato Chip Syn
drome and had in tow her second grey
hound, Spencer. He seemed happy, if 
rather st311led, to join Rosie for a week 
of doggie indulgence in the wilds of 
Vermont. 

Jenny has spent a lot of time find
ing the most delightful walking trails 
in southeastern Vermont. Her doggie 
hikes are becoming so popular, the 
camp has added special weekends de
voted just to them. 

The fina l day of the week -long 
camp is devoted to a wonderful cos
tume party and awards ceremony. Also 
featured: demonstrations of evelY ski ll 
lea rn ed at camp, from agi lity to 
freestyle dancing. We saw thirty 
people and their assorted dogs do a 
complex dance to the tune of "Baby 
Elephant 's Walk"! We only wish we 
could have witnessed other events dur
ing the week: the Doggie Bathing Suit 
Pageant, the Doggie Macarena, Senil
ity Agili ty and the Weinie Retrieve, 

just to name a 
few. 

Zephyr tries the tjne art of retrieval with a little help from her 
friend. Photo courtesy of Eloise Danniels. 

How can you 
go wrong in a 
place that has 
th e do gg ie 
maca rena - or 
for that matter, 
its own bed
and-bi ~c uit to 
stay in ca ll ed 
T he Ta il s Up 
Inn? Dog bowls 
in the 1'00111 , 

biscuits on the 
pillow ... 

"Rosie had her chance at agility on 
Thursday with great success. A very 
kind and persistent trainer named 
Mary Jo took an additiona l fiftee n 
minutes at the end of the class to coax 
her through the tunnel. There was a 
dogg ie swimming lesson for a sur
pri sed Spencer. And then a Thursday 
eveni ng steeplechase!" 

If you ' re not up to steeplechasing, 
you cou ld go on a guided hi ke. These 
are given by Jenny Eddy, a greyhound 
enthus iast for over twenty years, 
whose current dogs happen to be Nor
folk Terriers. 

Ce/ebralillg Gl'eyholillds 

For a bro-
chure, write to: 
Camp Gone to the Dogs, 
RR# I,Putney, Vermont 05346 or log 
on to their website at: ''http://camp
gone-tot he-dogs. com/index. h tm" 

Advantages of going to Camp 
Every activity and aspect of camp 

is fully accessible for anyone with 
physica l challenges; some folks travel 
far to attend because it is the only place 
where they can participate fully in all 
acti viti es and have their dog wi th 
them, too. 

The camp suggests only social ized 
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dogs attend; this is good news for grey
hounds and their people. 

The camp is idea l for (and tries to 
cater to) older dogs and their needs. 

You don ' t have to go "off campus" 
looking for meals; they are provided 
in the camp cafeteria as part of your 
pre-paid fee. Generally delicious, with 
many selections at each meal, they are 
cooked under the guidance of chief 
camp chef, Taffy Morgan. 

The camp is pretty easy to find. It 's 
about two and a half hours from Bos
ton or from Albany. 

Disadvantages of going to Camp 
If you require elegance a la Hilton, 

you may be disappo inted. Cabins a re 
shared, double and single, and defi
nitely are evocative of "camp." Cost 
is $725 for bunkhouse style quarters 
(a number of people in one room) and 
goes up from there for a double or for 
a single room. Another option is the 
quaint Tai ls Up Inn. This 1800's co
lonial sits on 7 acres offenced land(!), 
and seems to be a favorite with grey
hounds and their people. Everyone at 
camp refers to it as a "bed and bis
cuit", since dogs have the right of way 
throughout the inn, from couches to 
beds. And there is a basket of biscuits 
111 every room. 

Eloise Dann iels is a Feelance 
writer living in Virginia. Her credits 
include DogFtlllcy, Trm'el & Leisure, 
and the Bostoll Globe. 

She has been oWl/ed by greyhaunds 
since 1990, when herjirst grey con
vinced her to start {III adoption group 
wh ere they were living in Bangor, 
Maine. Digger Dan and Stewie McFly 
appeared with her on TV in Maine and 
two other states. In Rochester, New 
York. they appeared inlllany of her pet 

fea turesfor the local Tillie Warner TV 
station, where she produced alld 
hosted a aile-hour live talk show on 
evelythillg FOIli trailling to lIIaking 
your own dogfood. 
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CORRIGAN'S CRAFTS 

Greyhound Appliques 
by Jack and Amy Corrigan 

We've found many uses for our ba
sic hound appli ques. From poodle 
ski rts to sweatshirts to dc nimjump
Cl" S to quilts, ,111 ap pl ique of a grey
ho und can add flair to your home 
or personal fashion. 

Greyhound Poodle Skirt 
This greyhoun d pood le skirt shown 
al the ri ght is being modeled by 
Sharifc GaccL The skil1 features the 
two greyhounds shown, Juggernaut 
(brind le) and Electra (fawn). 

Time Needed: 
Not including the time to make (or 
buy) the ski rt, Ihis project will take 
about an hour. 

Materials Needed: 

• S kirt (Th e one <lbovc was made fro m a simple pallern. We've also found 

good ones at Goodwill and other thrift sto res.) 

• Fabric to match your hound . (Chec k oul the animal prints to find prints 111<11 

look '·bri ndle". Cons ider velvet o r faux suede, espec iall y for the black hounds.) 

- Th read to match (or coordinatc with) the hound fabri c (or fabric paint if yo u 

don ' t wa nt to sew). 

- A few sma ll bits of fancy embroidered ribbon or fa ncy fabric (for the co ll ars) . 

Go ld thread, fabric paint o r go ld chain (for the leas h). 

· Paper-backed. s(>l!"ob/e fusible web. (Someth ing li ke "U ltra Bond Sewab le" .) 

• Paper grocery bag or large sheet ofpapcr (for mak ing the pattern). 

Step 1: Make Pattern 
Usc a photocop ier to e nlarge the template to appropriate size. We have the best 
luck with the sta nding greyhound o n the pood le sk irts. The final hou nd is abo ut 

twenty inches on thi s skirt. 

Si nce thi s fi g ure will be so large, an alternat ive method of enlargi ng the tem
plate is to usc the g rid method. Start w ith a te mplate about fi ve inc hes across. 
Draw a grid over th is te mplate with' inch squares. On a large sheet of paper 
(or a c ut o pen paper grocery bag), draw a grid of two inc h squares . Your gro
ce l)' bag g rid sho uld be ten squares by tell squares. Now. sq ua re-by-square, 
look at the li nes in that sq uare Oil the tiny template. In the corresponding g ro
cery bag square, draw approximate ly the sa me li ne. Don't le t thi s scare you
YOll don't have to be an art ist to get very good results wit h this tec hni que. 

When you get your patte lll of the a ppropriate size, c ut it out of the paper. 

Step 2: Apply Fusible Web to Fabric 
Cut a piece of paper-bac ked , sewable fusible web large e nough to completely 
cover your tem plate . ( lf yolilleed to, you can pi ece together smaller pi eces to 
fully cover the template .) Do not cut the fu si bl e web to the shape of the hou nd 
yet - j ust rough ly cut n piece slightl y bigger than you ' ll need. 

Cut a piece of fabri c sli ghtly larger tha n the pi ece of fusible web you just cut. 
Make sure the 1:1b ri c is b iggcr th an the fu si ble and that thc fusible web is b igger 
than the temp late. 

Step 5: Position the Hound and Iron. 

IrOll the gIlle-side of the fus ibl e 
web to the fabric. Leave the pllper 
o n for now. 

Step 3: Trace Template. 
Be ca refu l here . Turn the template 
upside down (i.e .. opposite of how 
you want the hound to face o n the 
sk irt) a nd trace the.3.hape onto the 
fu sible web pa per. 

Step 4: Cut out the Fabric 
Hound. 
C ut along the lines yo u 've just 
drawn on the fusib le web paper. 
You'll be cutt ing both the pape r 
and the fabric. When you' re lin
ishcd c utti ng, pec l off Ihc paper 
bac ki ng. 

Lay the skil1 out on a nat surface and position the ho und as you' d li ke it. You 
might cons ider plac ing is so the hound 'wraps around' you r body as you wear 

the skirt. Iron the fabric hou nd to the skirt. 

Step 6: Add the Collar. 
Cut a sho rt length o f ribbon or fabr ic to be the colla r on the ho und. M ake it just 
10llg e no ugh to fit the neck. J like to use rea lly fancy embro idered ribbons o r 
metallic fabric for the collars. They reall y brighten up the skirt. Or, use a p iece 
ofllletal lic fabric slightl y w ider than the ri bbon to get a layered e lYecl. 

Cut n piece of fusible web the same size and shape as your co llar pi ece and iron 
it to the co llar p iece. Remove the paper backing and iron the coll ar in place 0 11 

the hound . 

Step 7: Edge the Hound 

For those who sew: Using the satin stitc h setting o n you r sew ing machine (i .e., 
very tightly spaced zigzag stitch), sew around the edge of the ho und . If you r 
skirt fabric and applique fabric are both vel)' light weight, place a piece of clean 
pape r o n the back of the skirt to serve as a stabilizer. This will resul t in an 
applique with almost no puckers. 

For those who don ' t sew: Using fabr ic paint , paint a thi n line to hide the ro ugh 
edge o f yollr fabric hou nd . If you use the fabric paint in the applicator bottl es, 
th is is pretty easy, a ltho ugh ted ious. 

Step 8: Add the Leash. 
If you have gold thread, use your satin st itch setting a nd free hand a loopy line 
fro m the coll ar of the hound to the waistba nd of the sk irt. 

If you have gold fabr ic pa int, freehand a loopy line li'om the co lla r of the ho und 
to the waistband o f the ski rt. 

If you have a gold chain , li gh tl y stitch th e chain at the co llar o f the ho und and 
the wa istband o f the ski rt . Ir you're worried aboul the cha in nopping aro und 
too muc h, add a few more stitches <l Iang the length o f the cha in. 

Step 9: Put on Your Saddle Shoes ... 
. .. and bop on down to your favorite soda joint. 
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Greyhound Denim Jumper 
A great use for the running greyhound template is on a deni m jumper. Just 
purchase a new (or used) denim jumper. Follow the sleps above to add an 8-
inch miming hound applique to the front bib o f the jumper. If you wanl to get 
really crazy, add 8· 12 more along the bottom of the skirt . 

Greyhound Short Set 
Another greyt use for these appliques are to spruce up a plain cotton short sel. 
Purchase a plain T-s hirt and matchi ng short. Add a running greyhound to the 
front of the T-sh irt and one 1110re on one orthe legs or the short s. This is a very 
ni ce look and g reat for those summer greyhound picn ics. 

Greyhound Coat Accents 
YOIl can add a funning greyhound applique to each side or lhc hound coa l from 
instructions shared in the Fall 1996 issue ofCelebrafillg G,.ey"o/llld~·. [t makes 
fo r a vCly sporty look for your hound. Or, you can usc the sa me techn iques to 
add an initial or a heart to the side of the coats. In the photo below. our hounds 
Maggie and Clancy and our whippet Ril ey model thei r matching coa ts with 
ini tials. 

Running Hound Template 

Greyhound Quilts 
We' ll be devot ing an entire column in an upcoming issue to 

greyhound quilts, but thought we'd share th is photo of greyhou nd 
appliques (upper right ) made to match Tim and Jackie Gcnnette 's 
hounds in a quilt that hangs in their home. 

Notice that yOll can evcn simulate whi te "socks" for your hound 
by fu sing white fabric to the applique before edging. 

Permission to COllY 
Feel free to print , copy and distribute these instmCliOIlS as you'd 
li ke. You can print all or part ofthel11 inllewsletters or whatever. 
You can change them as you'd li ke or refo rmat them so they' re 
easier to reproduce. We would prerer the courtesy or a cred it ir 

Standing Hound Template 
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Greyhound Marketplace 
The Ta((y-J{a Shay 

Greyhound parKas, decorative collars, 
harnesses, shirts, cards, gifts, 
grooming and health products, 

and MORE 

For our Dogalog send $2 
(refundable with order) 

Greyfioll1lapfilceme1!t Service 
'P.O. 130x 682 

13rid"gto l1. :ME 04009 

Proceeds benefit greyhound rescue 

ScuLptu'le 
by 

Teny Lerner 

SpeclaIJzlng In Greyhounds 

Retaa 

Dogs 4 U 
401 East State Road 434 
Longwood. Florida 32750 

407 · 332-9424 

800·633.5107 

'ElegantlY' 'EmhrQi.dered 
(Jreyfwund.5, 

bY' 
SpQrto (JallerH 

We- ellll'l"e.iJer ,llI l /"m/clllo: J" dl'lo, 'M,I0 , T"ofiiCII SlIll!<llofiirlo. T-Sfiirlo ,111.1 l Jl'Ililll . 

'Deolyll GiCJia,\ 
·,r.lII,IIII"JI' (J I"I'.\jfiOIll I,1 -n,ly,{ di.""i/"bll' 

One- 0/11 killd fioliJay gifio fol' tfie- r;I"l!.!jlloulld J1Jli.I!/ 

• I 

'For {/ ","d(}ll' if.lil1~lIifi.s ,wd Ie. /Je illd udal 1.111 e.ur lIIa ilill8 lid! , pIMJM <fIl. uNi le,flu or /'-lIIm1: 

'Portie.1/ o/,dl .saleo JOlhlfed 10·: Gre»fiolUld 7ilI!llJ.s, 
,\}port.~ (jal/a)/" 

664 'i\(aIlUta PiktJ 

ll'ondbw)j."N'! 08096 
(609) 84 5-078 5 (fa ,l) (60 9) 8 45- 69-'1- 3 1'"/11,1/1: eIY4JIllId @l'liil<V.il!f/. Ilt!1 

GreYhoun~ 
Pets of 
America <-
California Adoption Center presents: 

Imported Ceromics 
Fabulous Artwork 

Jewelry 
New lShirtjSweotshirt Designs 

and Much More I 

Send $2.00 for our cotolog: 
Greyhound Pets of America 

P.O. Box 2433 
La Mesa, California 91943-2433 

(6 19)·443-0940 

I'R.EIl CATALOG 
.::I~~I8:~ N O N - PR OF IT ORGA NI ZA TI O N 

Al l p rocee d s go to w ard fi nd i ng lov i ng ho me s f o r ex - ra cing grey hounds Mastercard - Visa - Discover 

([)og !]Jeds 

'Tfiese (UJ;.Ur10IlJ 6eds, stuJfotf w itli 

sftrufffea foam, come witfi all outer cover 
//laM from Geige sfiearGIIB alia tall cattOl1 

ca ll'vas. Past purcfiasers attest tfiat wiLli 

olle in eaCH major room tlieir gnyfiourufs 
aD stay ojftfie fumiture ! 1-Vitli a spare 

cover your greyfioUlu{wifr I/ever 6e 
witnout tfieir 6ea. 

:Master Card cd, 'Visa 'Wefromea. 
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C lirisantliemums 
founded 1990 

10% oJyourorcferis aOllateato tfie 
grt)'fioUlu{ pf"acemellt group (501(c)3) 

of your cfioice or, ijllolle is im{"atea, to 

'1fie qreyfiolillaProject 

'For a IJ3rocfture 

CPO lJ3o:z1004 -lJ3erwick, :M'E 03901 
'[off 'Free: 800·964·12710r'T)lX 207-698·1278 
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Sports Line 

Our sports ane,Jor tfie two u88eas ill your 
fife, is a polilrfleece pllffover tfiat carl fiar/e 
a rOT/efy em6roitferearayillg greyfiOlma. ill 

aadition we createa a fiea'CI)!. soft sweatsfiirt 
'wit fi tfie 'Wora greyfiouna ana tfie liIyi1lg 
gnyfiouna appfiquea a60'(lC it, alia our sports 
cap lias tfie greyfiouna all tfie front ana tfie 
1Vora greyfiouna all tfie 6ac(, 

'Wftofesafe Inquiries 'Wefcomea. 

Celebrating Greyhollnds 



C).II fo~ C).h.lo,: 
51 N. M).;" St. IIl6 W. MIo.;" St. 

Dud;,ld, WI 53531 CIo. ... 1. .. ;.I", WI 5352.3 

1608176"-802.8 18001352.- 3762 16081"23 - '1'1'16 

Tues. - $Io.t. DIt.11y 

.:. GREYHOUND WINDCHIME .:. 
SU ooord chImo II .. " $O<Ie<l 
~i"lf>O<Ioo'I"'''''' ' wMe· 
gr~y ' ..... n '0" -,<>Ide" maPle -
"" ''''' &'''''''0) 

MI .. C.ume s- - , 9 .00 ' 
or<l<($<>1 0 <10"," _ $ 7.50 ' 

Sto,., .. dCltitr"eS_ S13.00 ' 
or"""""o<lo,,,n _ U l .25 ' 
Magoets ___ $ 2.00 ' 

\\\_"_""")"5_ $ 2 .00 . 
IwithotJ' """, &0 wtt>on CUP) \\\_'._1"5_ $ 2.50 ' 

I"'''' ""r<l '" ~ evP) 

Mi .. C"""" ,. .. SPi<"oes 
S' ooo,," cnJ ""oe h'$ t O ","C,,. 

I ,-':::;:';:~'I 
--&'-ts--

BELCO CRAns· BELMONT INDUSTRIES 
340 FOX SHANNON PLACE 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE, OHIO 43950 

PHONE: 614-895-0500 
FAX: 614-695-5910 

---..ot.r-

[""Iuding !:It. u.i"' l .00 durable ntan ingale <ollar/leash 
combi"" ,ion in , rai nbow of co[o" and deco .. I;>'. trim . 
MRS. n ONE 'S coll ars, hue coursing blankets and slip [ •• d •. 
p;lIow. "'illl .;ghlhound de';gn<. 'OlebaS" "'arm COI l>. f.bril: 
g,.yltoo nd doll . OOIc pad'.j. ,,'. lry. card •. WOnderful gifi< 
For fru ca l. [OIi COntac l ' 

i'IIARIt\L 
12035 \Vest Brown Deer R09d 

i\lilwaukct, WI 53224- 141 7 
(414)- 355-4776 

nl a ri 91@ru cpc.com 

~'A X f4[41·J~5 .4446 

Ce/ebm rillg GrC.I-!WIIIII /S 

Quali ly greyhound merchandise available for 
your shopping pleasure 

Call or wrile for free catalog. 

TEDDY & FRIENDS 
GREYHOUND TREASURES INC. 

P.O. Box 97 Independence KY 41051 
606 363·0951 606·363·0952 (Fax) 

Flint River Ranch Super Premium 
Food for Dogs·-ilnd Cats 

tRY A ~E SAMPLE! 
My g;~yhounM;J~v,{:th($ stuff It's 

,i,. '.t?"'~i': 

concel,trat%i!jlUtritlo\j; .S0 you feed 
less. t;"ad~HI];,~nan grade meats, no 
chemicals, no Ily-prodlicts, never 
warehoused. ", ! 
Cont~~t your lnlepe'ndent Distributor 

,:", Elpise Danniels 
(703) 670-0038 or e-mail 

\V xma n@erols.com 
Your location doesn't matter - food is 
baked and shipped to YOII hqme 
when you order. 

SlIlIIlIIer 1997 

TheSoDest 

Leather 

Collars and 

Leashes that 

you will ever 

find! 

"PASHA" 

Handmade in Bavaria/or 

1ierifch f{CiusliJ! 
P.O. Box 1107 Sebastopol, CA 95473 

TEL: (707) 824-1110 FAX: 829-5855 

C10sr out s.lIr. 
Two different 

designs (o nl y one 
shown ). 

Chec ks only . 
Sallianllc Nore l1i 

P.O. Box 252 
Bethlehem CT 

0675 1 

§'1.wt cJl-ound §ift1. 
Featurillg the GREYHOUND 

alld other loved breeds 
4667 Route 31 

Vernon. New York 13476 

1-800-24HOUND 
(315) 829-4800 

Tote Bags 0 m Canister Sets 
Watches Coasters 
T-Shirts _. 

Sweat Shirtl J 
Mugs 

Note Cards 
Note Pads Cookie Jars 
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Greyhound Marketplace 
'S,4)1 qOO7:>NJq<H'l q 'R,4CJg-. 

1'" 
Introducing the Masterpiece Collection from Mrs. Bones, an 

exclusive offering for the collar connoisseur. 

Linda Miranda 
PO Box 108 Derby Line 

VT 05830 · 0108 

(819) 876 · 2980 miranda@logelher.net 

A cOIolog o/unique and uniquely 
practical greyhound items. 

9reyhounclXoIecarcfs o/Cie!lance 
:7i.'osie ~ Cil'cle 

214 Pearl Sn:eet 
Camtirid~e. Ma 02139 

617-49 1-7320 
Write or call for BrQcbure 

.... . 
Uhare Ihe foy ... 

. . 
PllOlography by Il.If.R. Puilu' 

Greyhound Art and Frames 
Greyhound X-Pres 

We specialize in Mrs. Bones collars 
offering more than 40 different designs 

including a selection on 2" wide trims. Set 
of full color swatch sheets available for $3 

(refundable with collar order). 

Also featuring Chrisanthemum dog 
jackets, hoods and belly warmers along 

with custom designed jewelery. hand 
crafted ilems. a large seleclion of 

notecards and much more . 

P.O. Box 160. Bellingham MA 02019 
Phone 508-520-4852 Fax 508-520-3873 

Advertising space is available in 
Celebratillg Greyhoullds: 

The Magazille 

Advertising Rates 
$20 per block per issue 

($75 per year - 4 issues) 
Non-profit greyhound adoption groups 
are given a one-lime one block ad at $ 15 
to advert ise fundrai sing items. 

Send camera-ready or scannable ad copy 
to 

The Greyhound Project, Inc. 
P.O. Box 173 

Holbrook, MA 02343 

A collection of fine art featuring the greyhound. This fine art can be purchased custom 
framed . We specialize in greyhound art, and have one of the largest collections available. We 
also carry fine art of other breeds as well. Flyers sent on request. We have open and limited 
edition art available, and we donate a portion of all sales to the greyhound organization of your 
choice, 

To receive a free catalog with over 25 pictures of fine art featuring the greyhound call 
(908) 458-6659 or FAX us at 908 323-0352. You can also mail requests to Carousel Art and 
Frame, 1060 Sawmill Rd., Brick NJ 08724. 

We will be on the World Wide Web soon. Look for us there. In New Jersey, look for us at 
the Make Peace with Animals and Greyhound Freinds functions. 
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You·re Invited-* 
Sunday June I 
Reunion Picnic 
GPA - OK 
Hunter Park, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
Contact: Cheryl Holmberg at 918-496-230 I or 
Shahna Baugus at 918-224-3376 or via Internet at 
Mbaugus@ionet.net 

Sunday, June I 
The Sixth Annual Greyhound Reunion 
GPA - Massachusetts 
GPA - Massachusetts Adoption Kennel , Middleboro, 
Massachusetts 
Contact: Kathy Morrill at 508-947-3654 or 
Millie Merritt at 617-472-4055 

Sunday June I 
Going Home Greyhounds Reunion 
North Park at Beveridge, Pennsylvania 
Contact: Nancy Holland at 412-935-2648 or 
Jane Drellow at 412-935-6298 

Saturday, June 7 
Third Annual Eastern Ontario Greyhound 
Reunion Picnic 
Adopt-A-Greyhound of Central Canada 
II a.m.to 6 p.m.(rain or shine) 
Contact: Lynda/Chris at 613-489-0654 

Saturday, June 7 
Third Annual Walkathon 
WAG (We Adopt Greyhounds, Inc.) 
Farmington Canal Linear Park - Lock 12, 
Cheshire, Connecticut 
Registration 9 a.n1.-12 p.m. 
Contact: Diane Vece at 203-239-9367 

Saturday, June 14 
Annual Reunion 
Greyhound Placement Service 
Cumberland Fait·grounds, Cumberland, Maine 
(between Portland and Freeport) 
Contact: Lauren Emery at 207-846-5759 

Sunday, June 22 
Annual Reunion Picnic 
Greyhound Companions oflndiana 
Fairgrounds in Goshen, Indiana 
Contact: Sue Williams at 419-874-2589 

Sunday, June 22 
4th Annual Reunion Picnic 
GPA - Midwest 
Phelps Grove Park Pavillion, Springfield, Missouri 
Contact: Alane Schultz at 417-883-8156 

Thursday, July 24 
Western Greyhound Specialty Show 
Greyhound Club of America 
Lompoc, California 

Saturday, September 13 
GPA - Wisconsin's 3rd annual 
Gala Greyhound Gathering 
Racine, Wisconsin 
Contact or to be put on our mailing list: e-mail: 
ejks@execpc.com or phone 414-278-0884 

Saturday, September 13 
Fourth Annual Reunion 
Greyhound Rescue and Adoption 
Cloverdale, Indiana 
Contact: Pam Stacy at 765-653-9124 or e-mail at 
ptstacy@indy.tds.net 

Saturday and Sunday, September 27 and 28 
Hounds of Nobility Renaissance Faire 
GPA California - Orange Countty and Greater Los 
Angeles 
Irvine Regional Park, Orange, California 
Contact: Nancy Madigan at 562-693-3450 

Call for dates 
The Lehigh Valley Lure Coursing Club 
Eastern Pennsylvania, Westen New Jersey area 
Coursing practices throughout the year, as long as the 
weather permits 
For dates and directions contact: 
Kathy Bentzoni 610-799-5608 or e-mail 
xracers@ptdprolog.net; or 
Rita Linck 610-770-1582; or 
Heidi Stahl 610-489-3237 or e-mail 
aelis@voicenet.com 

* Bulk mail delivery speed is variable. Although some 
of you may not have received your copies of 

Celebrating Greyhounds by June I , we are including 
early June dates for those who do have their copies. 



The Greyhound Project, Inc. 
Celebrating Greyhounds: The Magazine 
P.O. Box 173 
Holbrook MA 02343 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

'. 

Bandit is one of the wonderful older fellows. At 10 
years old, he's a mellow boy who still enjoys an active 
social Ii fe at greyhound events. Adopted by Diantha 
and Don Grant, Bandit lives in south Florida. 
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