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I first met Fred (Fry That Spam) last November, when my neighbor Dorothy (also a
Greyhound owner) and I participated in a GUR to get him from Galveston, Texas —
where the farm on which he’d lived for almost a decade was closing — to Minnesota,
where an adoption group was waiting to place him.  

I knew he needed some special medical care; the website’s photos of his bulging,
opaque left eye made that apparent. Though he must have been in some discomfort, he
was sweet and good-natured for our four-hour drive from Iowa, laying down in the back of
the car and inserting his head between the seats, accepting head scratches from Dorothy
and nudging her hand when she stopped.

A couple of weeks later, a friend forwarded me an e-mail that she had received from
the group’s adoption coordinator.

“Fred has lymphoma,” she wrote.  She appended a frowny face to the end of the sen-
tence.

A couple of weeks later, at the adoption group’s holiday event, I asked the adoption
coordinator if anybody had inquired about Fred.  She told me that nobody had.

The adoption group began administering chemotherapy. It seemed a shame, they said,
to bring him all this way just to euthanize him.  

A week later, I asked how Fred was doing.  The adoption group coordinator reported
that he was doing so well with the chemo that they decided to go ahead and remove the
bad eye, neuter him, and give him a dental cleaning.  They said that he seemed to be
much happier with just the one eye.

After Christmas, his foster mom put the word out to see if she could move him into
another foster home.  

“I’ll take him for a while,” I said.
Well, you know where this is going.  This past Monday, when I brought him to the

clinic for his second round of chemo, I signed his adoption papers. Fred’s now a part of the
family.

I didn’t adopt him because I felt sorry about his cancer, or his age (he’ll be 12 in June),
or the fact that he’s never had a pet home before. I adopted him because he’s just a super,
super dog.  He’s waggy, smart, sweet, polite, and friendly — in fact, he’s stuck his head
under my arm at the moment, which makes typing somewhat difficult. And he gets along
great with Pearl and Jethro. There has been only a minimum of snarking between them
over the past few weeks. Pearl and Fred even seem to have worked out some sort of time-
share deal with respect to my bed  — at night, while I’m in it. (Jethro has space issues and
would never consent to such an arrangement, either with me or with the other dogs. He
sleeps on a daybed nearby.)

How could I possibly pass up a dog with all these good qualities, who has transitioned
so smoothly into my home? Fred’s time with us may be short — the veterinarian is guess-
ing six to nine months — but how many of us know how long we have with any of our
pets? And however long we have, it’s never long enough. We just open our homes and our
hearts, start the journey, and go where it takes us . . . wherever that may be.

Welcome home, Fred.
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Responses to Fall articles
Your comments regarding the loss of your

job (“Editorial Comments”) struck a chord.
Shortly after I wrote “Come Fly With Me”
(Summer 2009 CG), my wife was advised
that her job was being eliminated. Just two
days prior we had signed a contract to pur-
chase our dream home, with a fully-fenced
acre perfect for our three Greyhounds.
Because of the job loss, the bank would not
write the mortgage. The house we lived in
was headed to closing; without financing on
the new place, we had nowhere to live. My
family had gone from flying ourselves and our
dogs to beach vacations by private aircraft to
scrambling to find a rental home that would
allow three Greyhounds. As we discovered,
one large dog is a landlord concern; the
prospect of three means instant rejection.
We tried. With the help of a sympathetic
realtor we started a public relations cam-
paign. We educated potential landlords on
the differences between Greyhounds and
other dogs. We highlighted the fact that they
were well socialized, kennel trained, and not
known for chewing up the house. We offered
a larger dog deposit and encouraged visits to
our adoption group’s website for more infor-
mation about the breed. After a string of dis-
appointments, we finally found a home. Life
can change in an instant. I truly empathize
with those facing challenging circumstances
in this economy.

Shannon Forrest
Fundraising Chairman

Greyhound Adoption League of Texas
(GALT)

I must admit to some trepidation when I
saw the article titled “Caring for Your
Greyhound on a Budget.” I’ve read articles in
other publications that detailed ways “to save
money at the vet office” that provided very
poor advice. I was pleased to find most of the
advice in this article to be very sound. I
would just like to offer these additional
thoughts:

An option that can help some owners pay
for necessary testing or treatments is care
credit (www.carecredit.com). Owners can
apply for care credit, which acts like a low- or
no-interest credit card accepted at many vet-
erinary clinics.

With respect to some of the recommen-
dations made in the article:

Remember that even with regular brush-
ing at home, some dogs will still need annu-
al dental cleanings by a veterinarian.

Rather than purchasing medications on
the Internet, see if your veterinary clinic will
match the prices you find at on-line pharma-
cies. Supporting your clinic’s pharmacy
allows money to be reinvested in continuing

education for the staff or new equipment for
the clinic.

There are risks associated with on-line
pharmacies. Internet pharmacies have been
found guilty of selling prescription medica-
tions not approved by the FDA.
Manufacturer guarantees are null and void
on prescription medication purchased
through on-line pharmacies. Finally, inap-
propriate shipping or storage could inactivate
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Chris, adopted by Rob and Lisa Coates of Aurora, Ore.
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the product. Medications sold by your veteri-
narian are shipped directly from the manu-
facturer or authorized distributor. For more
information, visit these websites:

www.avma.org/advocacy/state/issues/inte
rnet_pharm_faq.asp
www.fda.gov/downloads/ForConsumers/
ConsumerUpdates/ucm115432.pdf
www.morgantownamc.com/site/view/
69317_Pharmacy.pml
Be very careful if you “price shop” a vet-

erinary procedure as you may not be compar-
ing apples to apples. Even something as basic
as the cost of a dental cleaning can be very
complex. Questions to consider include:
How Greyhound-savvy are the veterinarians
at the different facilities? What anesthetics
will be used (costs vary)? What anesthetic
monitors will be used? Does the estimate
include dental x-rays or pain medications?
Do both facilities use comparable equipment
(e.g., high-speed drill for dental extractions,
or an ultrasonic scaler)? Does the estimate
include an intravenous catheter and fluids?
The trick is to find the best value, not the
best price. The best value may end up being
the most expensive estimate.

Keep in mind that vaccines are critical
components of companion animal health
care. The vaccines your pet should receive
and how often they should receive them will
vary greatly based on risk factors such as
location, exposure, age, and so forth. Discuss
vaccinations with your veterinarian before
deciding to forego them to save money.

Dr. William E. Feeman III, DVM
Via E-Mail

Dr. Feeman is a CG regular contributor. —
Ed.

I laughed as I read the endearing story of
Penelope (“Penelope’s Paybacks”), not only
because the story was humorous but because
it reminded me so much of my Samantha,
who also suffers from separation anxiety and
thunderphobia. And like Penelope, she’s
smart, pretty, and loaded with personality!
Although I have never been able to help her
thunderphobia (I would love to know how
Dr. McIntosh alleviated her fear of thunder-
storms), I decided, just as he did, to adopt a
companion for her to help with the separa-

tion anxiety. We chose a wonderful 10-year-
old who had been passed around several
times through no fault of his own. (I should
really say he chose us when he put his head
in my husband’s lap at a meet-and-greet!)
We then decided to adopt another
Greyhound so that when the time comes for
one of them to cross the Rainbow Bridge, the
one left behind wouldn’t have to be alone.
This time we chose a very sweet special
needs girl. Our senior and special needs
Greyhounds are wonderful dogs and I would
encourage anyone contemplating Greyhound
adoption to consider one of these types of
dogs. They are hidden treasures.

Helen Pickel
Pacolet, S.C.

Thank you for publishing a picture of our
Bridge Angel, Orion (p. 5). There is a lot of
significance to the timing of his photograph
appearing in the Fall issue. The photo was
taken just a couple of months after we adopt-
ed him in 2003. I imagine I sent it in with a
bunch of other photographs that same year.
We fostered him after Ibis (“After
Amputation,” Spring 2002 CG) passed away.
Sadly, we had Orion only three years. He was
diagnosed with osteosarcoma in August 2006
and passed away just three months later due
to another, more aggressive tumor that
developed in his abdomen. November 29
marked the third anniversary of his journey
to the Bridge. Along with Ibis, Orion was
one of several Greyhounds that inspired the
annual event Greyhounds Rock

Fredericksburg, which is a benefit for Dr.
Guillermo Couto and his work at The Ohio
State University’s Greyhound Health &
Wellness Program. Although Orion’s tine
with us was short, we have many, many won-
derful memories of him. Thank you for bring-
ing them to the forefront of our minds again.

Gale and Christian Hollstein
Via E-Mail

After seeing the cartoon in the Fall issue
(“A Greyhound’s Worst Nightmare”), we
thought you’d enjoy seeing the sculpture we
had made for us by Gary Pearson, a local
artist. It shows a Greyhound being chased by
a rabbit. It hangs on our living room wall.

Joe and Bev Poole
Milford, Del.

View more of Gary Pearson’s work at
www.garypearsonsculpture.com. —Ed.

Thank you for your letters (up to 300 words)
and photographs. Please send letters and photos
by mail to Celebrating Greyhounds Magazine,
Attn: Editor, PO Box 120048, Saint Paul, MN
55113. Letters sent via e-mail to editor@adopt-
a-greyhound.org are also welcome. Please
include your home telephone number if you
would like your letter to be considered for publi-
cation. Letters may be edited for brevity and/or
clarity.
We regret that we cannot publish every letter

and photo. 
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In 1940 Rural Rube, the greatest racer
of his time, was retiring with a lavish
bash being held in his honor. At the

same time his younger sister, Fern Neture,
was breaking in at the Wonderland Park
track. She was known as Fern Nature to
her fans, and eventually her name was
officially changed to that in the stud-
book. There was a typographical error
when she was first registered, and her
many fans just refused to acknowledge
that error. In 1965, she was inducted into
the Greyhound Hall of Fame as Fern
Neture.

Fern was born January 4, 1939, the
daughter of My Laddie, another Hall of
Fame dog, and Lady Gangdrew, who was a
great bitch in her own right. My Laddie
and two of her grandsires, Traffic Officer
and Gangster (sire of Lady Gangdrew), are
also enshrined in the Hall of Fame. In the
spring of 1940, she frequented the coursing
field and divided the Spring Sapling Stake
with a trio of other pups owned by “Bud”
Carroll, who also owned Rural Rube. 

She soon moved on to the race track
and first broke in at Wonderland Park. She

then moved to Miami’s Biscayne Kennel Club
for the fall and winter meets there. At
Biscayne, she beat every dog in sight and even-
tually won the Biscayne Derby, proving herself
the equal of her older brother, the Rube. 

In 1941, Fern hit the track at Flagler and
won both the Flagler Futurity Stake and the
Flagler Derby. In the two following seasons, she
won the two inaugurals and took the Derby
two more times, a record that stood well into the 1970s and may not have been broken yet. To
this day, many people call her the greatest female racer of all time. In 1943, she also won the All-
Florida Championship at Biscayne. 

Fern Neture had an incident happen while she was racing in 1942 which proved her prowess
as a racer and her incredible stretch speed. At 70 pounds, she was considered a huge bitch for the
day, and she tended to just push her way through the field if she was behind. One evening she tried
this tactic one too many times and took a big spill when she was just entering the back field. Left
some 15 lengths behind, she refused to give up and gave one of the greatest home stretch per-
formances in the history of dog racing. Believe it or not, she won that race! 

When she ran in the Flagler Derby in 1943, she was considered by many to be too old for the
race. Much to their amazement, she burst from the box like a fighter jet and blew away the field
to finish well in the lead. At that time, she was 4 years old. 

Fern Neture was a long bitch with an incredible stride and a lovely head. She was light brindle
in color and, as noted earlier, was a big bitch with great strength and endurance. She ran at all dis-
tances and was successful at all of them. Her spot in the Greyhound Hall of Fame is very much
deserved. n

Laurel E. Drew is a CG regular contributor.

Fern
Neture,
Greatest
Bitch of the 1940s
By Laurel E. Drew
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Did You Know April is
National Adopt-a-Greyhound
Month?

National Adopt-a-Greyhound Month began in 2009 as an effort to raise awareness for Greyhound adop-
tion throughout the United States. To launch this initiative, The Greyhound Project committed sig-
nificant dollars to the placement and production of several public service announcements that put a

humorous and endearing spin on greyhound adoption. These spots debuted at Greyhounds Reach the Beach in
Dewey Beach, Delaware in October 2008. With the assistance of Let it Be Known Public Relations, a public rela-
tions agency, National Adopt-a-Greyhound Month was promoted through local interest stories, radio interviews,
the airing of the PSAs in several markets. National Adopt-a-Greyhound Month was even featured on The CBS
Early Show in April 2009. 

In April 2010, The Greyhound Project will continue their efforts to promote National Adopt-a-Greyhound
Month. This is a great opportunity for local groups and organizations to provide additional resources to create a larg-
er local impact. What can you and your local groups and organizations do?  The following is a list of ideas and
resources:

Sly kisses Sunny, the daughter of Jen and Lloyd Komatsu of Inver Grove Heights, Minn.
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• Distribute PSAs to local media out-
lets. Do you know someone who works at a
local television station? If so, mention to
them that April is National Adopt-a-
Greyhound Month and ask them if they will
air one of the PSAs. To obtain information
about ordering copies of the PSA, please visit
The Greyhound Project website at
www.adopt-a-greyhound.org.

• Distribute Press Releases to local
newspaper outlets.  Local newspaper publi-
cations are always looking for local interest
stories. By sending a press release with a local
interest twist, you increase your chances of
the story making the publication. For sample
press releases, visit The Greyhound Project
website at www.adopt-a-greyhound.org.

• Meet-and-Greets. Most adoption
groups hold regular meet-and-greets, which
are the best way to get people to really expe-
rience a Greyhound. In April, challenge your
group to schedule a large number of meet-
and-greets in your local area. Also, think
about holding your meet-and-greets in some
non-traditional places or places where you
are likely to find a large number of people in
April. For example, how about your local
garden center? In many parts of the country,
April is a time of year in which people are
beginning to think about their Spring and
Summer gardens. Other ideas include coffee
shops and cafes, bookstores, and opening day
for minor league baseball teams (any
Greyhound mascots in your area?).

• Get out and walk. Nothing is better
for building awareness for Greyhounds than
getting them out and walking them in pub-
lic. Whether you do it alone or with a group,
you are sure to draw attention. Consider
organizing a group walk in your area. Ever

think about a Greyhound Bunny Love
walkathon where people are invited to
attend with their hounds decked out for
Easter in their finest bunny wear? This not
only will grab the attention of passersby, but
you could collect sponsors or donations for a
Greyhound adoption group in your area.
April is also a popular time of year for other
organized charity walks (ex: Breast cancer,
AIDS, MS). Build awareness for Greyhound
adoption by walking for another cause.
These walks are often covered by the local
media, and a group of Greyhounds is sure to
get their attention.

• Education. Many Greyhounds make
great family pets. National Adopt-a-
Greyhound Month is a great opportunity for
you to approach your local schools, libraries,
or scouting organizations to set up opportu-
nities for teaching and learning.

Mark your calendars and start planning
now so that April 2010 can be the best month
ever for Greyhound adoption! Also, be sure to

keep checking The Greyhound Project web-
site at www.adopt-a-greyhound.org for more
ideas and resources on how to promote
Greyhound adoption in your area.

By making a donation to The Greyhound
Project PSA Fund, you will be providing
much needed funds that will allow the
Project to purchase much needed commer-
cial time so that more people become aware
of Greyhound adoption. To donate, visit The
Greyhound Project website or send a tax-
deductible donation to The Greyhound
Project PSA Fund, PO Box 5239
Framingham, MA 01701. —Melissa Cook

Teddy Palmer Wins Prestigious
Greyhound Adoption Award

An Oklahoma volunteer her friends
describe as a hero has been named the 2009
Greyhound Adoption Person of the Year by
the American Greyhound Track Operators
Association (AGTOA). Teddy Palmer is the
founder of Halfway Home Greyhound

    
 

Phaelin, adopted by Mike and Paula Otteson of Fullerton, Calif.
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Adoption (HHGA) in Tulsa. Since 2002,
Palmer’s group has placed more than 3,000
Greyhounds in adoptive homes.

AGTOA President Karen Keelan said,
“We had more than 40 nominees this year,
and every one had made special contribu-
tions to Greyhound adoption. But even in
this special group, Teddy Palmer was a stand-
out.”

Donna Weeks of Gambrills, Md., cited
Palmer’s tremendous commitment to
Greyhounds. “She’s built the trust of the rac-
ing community all across the U.S.; she’s not
in it for the recognition, just to help the
Greyhounds.” Weeks was among those who
nominated Palmer for the award.

Another nominator, Shirley Sureck of St.
Petersburg, Fla., described Palmer as some-
one with “an unfailing mission to succeed no
matter what the obstacles; a deep, loving
heart and an unselfish motive.”

In learning of the award, Palmer said,
“I’m deeply honored. There are so many peo-
ple who make it possible for our program to
succeed. We couldn’t do what we do without
each and every one of them.”

AGTOA will recognize Palmer at its
annual meeting on March 22 in Las Vegas. In
addition to covering Palmer’s travel expenses
for the meeting, AGTOA will present her
with a $500 check for her organization.

Nominations for the 2010 Greyhound

Adoption Person of the Year award will be
accepted between April 1 and August 31,
2010. Anyone involved in Greyhound adop-
tion can be nominated for the award. The
recipient will be selected based on the indi-
vidual’s dedication and contribution to
Greyhound adoption during the year. For
more information about the award, visit
www.agtoa.com or call Dennis Bicsak at
(561) 615-3916.

The AGTOA, formed in 1946, is a non-
profit corporation comprised of Greyhound
racetrack owners and operators across the
U.S.

Celebrating Greyhounds Magazine
Honored by Dog Writers
Celebrating Greyhounds Magazine was

named the winner in the Single Breed
Magazine category of the 2009 annual writing
competition sponsored by the Dog Writers
Association of America (DWAA).

Winners of the competition were
announced at the DWAA’s Annual Awards
Banquet in Manhattan on February 14, 2010.
The other finalists in the category included
Ridgeback Register and The French Bully-tin.
Celebrating Greyhounds Magazine won the

Single Breed Magazine category in 2008,
2007, 2006, 2005, 2003, 2002, 2001, and
2000.  It was a finalist in 2004 and 1999.

Correction
In the Fall 2009 issue, Ron Evans was

inadvertently identified as “Ron Brown” in
the table of contents, photo captions and
writer’s biography for “Leland’s Quantum
Leap.” We regret the error.

Moving? Need to Renew?
Don’t miss a single issue of Celebrating

Greyhounds Magazine! Please send your
renewals and address changes well in
advance to CG Magazine, PO Box 5239,
Framingham, MA 01701. Address changes
may also be sent to Betsy, our subscriptions
manager, at subscriptions@adopt-a-grey-
hound.org. Subscriptions may be renewed
online at www.adopt-a-greyhound.org
/cgmagazine.

Emily, adopted by Kathy Madej of Anchorage, Alaska.
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India – More Than A
Sighthound
Pamela D. Korte

ince 1993, I have owned four Greyhounds and a Whippet. Each of them has amazed me in unique ways. India’s  
instincts have proven to be especially valuable.

On a cold and early morning in late January 2009, India woke me up about 3 a.m. I awoke to her incessant whin-
ing and I assumed she had to go out. But India did not seem to think I was getting up fast enough. She first pulled
the pillow from under my head and then pulled all the covers off the bed, and then she yanked on the sleeve of my
pajamas. My other Greyhound, Cassie, watched her antics and tried to go back to sleep.

I finally got up and put on my bathrobe. The house was very cold. As I walked India to the door to let her out-
side I noticed that the thermostat read 53 degrees. When I opened the door, she looked at me and sat there, refus-
ing to go outside. I was annoyed that she got me out of bed and then did not want to go out.

India started running back and forth between me and the cellar door. I thought she might be hungry as the dogs’
food bin is stored near the cellar door. I informed India that it was not time to eat. She became anxious and started

S

India knew when help was needed . . . more than once.
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barking at me and the cellar door, so I
opened the door. India took two jumps down
the entire flight of stairs.

When I got to the bottom of the stairs she
ran back and forth between the furnace and
me. As I got close to the gas furnace I smelled
a strong burning rubber-like odor and heard
a clicking sound. I called the furnace compa-
ny’s 24-hour line and was told to turn off the
fan to the furnace.

The emergency technician arrived within
two hours. He pulled the furnace apart to dis-
cover that the computer board was fused
together and that nearby wires had burned. I
was informed by the technician if I had not
turned off the electrical components to the
furnace, it would have caught on fire within
a few minutes and probably burned the house
down or caused an explosion. India’s nose,
not her sight, saved my life and my home.
The next day a new high-efficiency furnace
was installed. India and Cassie supervised the
installation process, of course.  

At one point, they asked to go outside;
the weather was only 5 degrees. India
returned almost immediately, but Cassie did
not return and I couldn’t see her outside the
back window.

The dogs have the luxury of being able to
run on five acres of fenced property, and they
regularly played a game of hide and seek.
Cassie loved to hide and India would go find
her. I assumed that they were playing this
game despite the frigid conditions outside. I
told India to go find Cassie for me. She tried
and returned without Cassie which was very
unusual. But once again India showed her
unique presence of mind. She started her
incessant barking and yanking on my sleeve.
I put a coat on and went to see what she was
barking about outside. 

She kept running back and forth behind
one of over fifty evergreens in the back yard.
I ran after her and discovered Cassie lying in
the snow and unable to get up. I got Cassie
up on her feet but she would not bear any
weight on her right front leg. I carried her
into the house where India kept licking her
shoulder. Cassie was able to walk on three
legs without any crying or whining. Cassie
immediately settled down and went to sleep.
After a short rest she got up and walked nor-
mally. I decided to make an appointment for

the next morning to see the veterinarian.
During the night India stayed very close to
Cassie and kept licking her shoulder.

The next morning both dogs went to the
veterinarian to see what was wrong with the
leg. X-rays were taken after an examination
revealed a lot of discomfort in the shoulder.
The veterinarian put the X-ray on the screen
and immediately I recognized that Cassie had
osteosarcoma in the shoulder. Cassie lived a
very short and courageous life with cancer
after the diagnosis. She made her way to the
Rainbow Bridge at the end of February 2009.
India’s crucial persistence resulted in Cassie
getting the veterinary care she needed.

India participates in her therapy work as
a reading education assistance dog and is
helping train a rescued Whippet who will
become a therapy dog.

Rescued as a puppy that no one wanted,
India has returned thanks many times over.
She came to a home where she has made a
difference in many lives — possibly saving
mine. n

Pamela D. Korte, RN MS is a Professor of
Nursing at Monroe Community College in
Rochester, N.Y. She shares her home with India
and Gina, the Whippet.

Puck (Get In My Belly), adopted by Jeff and Shelley Lake of Paola, Kan.
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Still Visiting the
Bloodmobile
Story by Nancy Waddell
Photographs by Kristen Riley

In “Second Look,” we revisit the subjects of previous articles. Nancy Waddell’s article, “Greyhounds Give at the
Bloodmobile,” appeared in the Winter 2001 issue of Celebrating Greyhounds Magazine. We asked Nancy if her
Greyhounds were still giving blood.—Ed.

Isit at Smudgie’s head, tilting it toward me and exposing her neck. Because I want to, I softly sing a little song
that goes like this: “You’re the cutest little doggie in the world (in the world)...” Sometimes I’ll change the
words I use to describe her, but the tune is always the same. It doesn’t really matter whether I’m singing for

her or for me. The only time I sing her this particular song is when she’s donating a pint of her blood in the ster-
ile, friendly, professional atmosphere of the Penn Animal Blood Bank (PABB) Bloodmobile from the Ryan
Veterinary Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia.

Quickly and painlessly, a 16-gauge needle is inserted in her jugular vein. Within minutes, a vacuum pump and
Smudgie’s own heartbeat help fill a sterile 400 to 450-milliliter bag with deep red blood, which is immediately refrig-

Nancy Waddell sings to Smudgie to calm her during her blood donation.
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erated in the Bloodmobile. Tomorrow
Smudgie’s blood might be used as whole
blood in an emergency transfusion for a hem-
orrhagic condition. If not, the blood will be
separated into frozen platelet concentrate,
packed red blood cells, and frozen plasma
products. Her donation may be used in the
treatment of parvovirus, help the coagula-

tion process in a dog with Von Willebrand’s
disease or Hemophilia A, or perhaps improve
the oxygen-carrying capacity of an anemia
patient’s blood. Once, Smudgie even gave a
dog-to-dog transfusion to a little black Pug
who had eaten an onion and was bleeding
out. (The Pug lived, hopefully not to eat
onions another day.) These examples are

only a few of the ways in which a single
donation can be used.

We keep Smudgie lying down and briefly
hold a gauze compress on the insertion site to
minimize the chance of hematoma. She still
lies quietly, knowing what’s coming next,
with a slight quiver in her shoulders. Soon
she’s sitting on the table, blissfully gobbling a
plateful of a pungent and nourishing “thank
you” food from the PABB staff. Sure, she’ll
have to take it easy for 24 hours, but that’s
not a stretch for a Greyhound, right? In 52
days, Smudgie will be ready to donate again.

One or more of my Greyhounds has been
a blood donor with the PABB Bloodmobile
since 2000. I’m proud of this fact. Each pint
of blood my pupper donates can save or
enhance the life of up to three needy dogs.
The Bloodmobile makes it possible for dog
owners throughout the Delaware Valley area
(in areas of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and
Delaware) to have their dogs “give back” by
regularly donating a pint or unit of their
blood. This is a total win-win situation as
donor dogs are eligible to receive, if needed,
as much blood as they have donated at no
charge. The procedure, which is painless to
the dog, takes less than ten minutes. The
owner is present the whole time and the dog

The Penn Animal Blood Bank (PABB) Bloodmobile from the Ryan Veterinary Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia collects canine blood
donations in the community.

The donor’s blood is typed on site.
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is lovingly and professionally managed by the
amazing technical staff of the PABB
Bloodmobile.

Just as humans do, dogs have different
blood types. Usually, in an emergency, a dog
can receive at least one transfusion of non-
compatible blood without fear of complica-
tions. Often, when a dog needs a transfusion,
there is little time to cross-match blood types
with possible donors. All donor dogs with
the PABB have the blood type DEA (Dog
Erythrocyte Antigen) 1.1 neg, which is the
universal blood type for dogs. That means
that any dog, regardless of its blood type, can
accept and use DEA 1.1 neg blood without
fear of complications. Historically, certain
breeds seem to have a higher percentage of
individuals with this universal blood type.
Greyhounds are among this group. Also, as
we all know, Greyhounds are mellow,
tractable, and love rewards, all of which
make them excellent candidates for blood
donation.

For years, colonies of dogs and cats were
kept solely to fill the role of blood donors,
whether at veterinary schools across the
United States and Canada or in commercial
blood banks. Lately, an encouraging number
of these same groups have seen the benefits
and positive publicity of soliciting blood
donations from their community’s pets. Most
pet owners remain unaware of the need for

canine blood donations; their pets are
healthy, don’t roam free, receive annual
medical checkups and care, and haven’t
encountered any of the situations in which a
transfusion would be required. For that rea-
son, educating the pet-owning public about
the need for and benefits of voluntary canine
blood donation is key. No one questions the
need for human blood donation. It’s a safe
bet that a good portion of this publication’s
readers are regular blood donors in their
communities. There’s really no reason, as
long as your Greyhound meets certain crite-
ria, that your dog can’t be a regular donor as
well.

In the Delaware Valley area, we’ve been
extremely fortunate to have the PABB
Bloodmobile and its founder, Donna Oakley,
available to us in the tri-state area.
Elsewhere, veterinary teaching hospitals are
equipped to house blood banks and do much
to encourage community pet donors.

In 2000, when I first learned about the
Bloodmobile and that my Greyhound Tessie
was eligible to donate, all of the local
Bloodmobile donors were Greyhounds, with
the exception of two lovely Golden
Retrievers. When the Bloodmobile visits us
today, there are as many dogs of other breeds,
including mixes, as Greyhounds. Also, many
more people bring their dogs to be tested
with the intention of becoming regular

Bloodmobile donors. When a potential
donor is turned down because of the wrong
blood type, fear, a negative attitude, or an
occult blood anomaly, the pet parent is
invariably disappointed that the dog can’t
participate in the program. During the last
nine years, the pet-owning public has
become more aware of and informed about
canine blood donation.

In the last few years, the Greyhound com-
munity and other breed organizations have
actively encouraged canine blood donation.
Many groups have become affiliated with
individual hospitals or even commercial ani-
mal blood banks. Invariably, donor dogs
receive a full blood chemical screening,
including testing for tick-borne diseases, ane-
mia, and heartworm infestation. In gratitude
for their donation, they may be given priori-
ty status should they require a transfusion, or
a gift of premium food, a unique identifica-
tion tag specifying blood type, or any of sev-
eral other perks. Each collection site differs,
but every community-based pet blood bank
rewards their donors in some way.

In the same manner, the eligibility
requirements for blood donation will differ
among the collection sites. Even so, all of
them require that the donor be in excellent
health, be on heartworm preventative, and
be up to date on vaccinations (or show prop-
er titers). Of course, donors must have the

Smudgie rests for a minute after giving blood.
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temperament to accept the donation proce-
dure. Our big boy, JT (Jethro Tull), will leap
joyfully into the Bloodmobile to greet his
lady friends from the PABB. Once they’ve
each gotten the chance to tell him how
handsome he is, he begins to resemble a bowl
of brindle Jello, and out the door he goes.
Nevertheless, JT, also DEA 1.1 neg, has
donated blood twice in our veterinarian’s
office, both times standing quietly for over
ten minutes while his blood was drawn.
Some dogs may be asked to donate standing
up or sitting down. Still others, like Smudgie,
will lie comfortably on a padded table while
the person who loves them softly sings a vari-
ation of “You’re the Cutest Little Doggie in
the World.” n

Nancy Waddell and her husband Dick have
shared their lives with retired racing Greyhounds
since 1994, with their own beloved companions
and a multitude of foster Greyhounds. As com-
mitted Greyhound advocates, the Waddells
include their present family of Smudgie, JT, and
Goldie (all from Greyhound Friends New
Jersey) in all their activities. Nancy and Smudgie
recently participated in a community Wellness
program and Smudgie played a triple role as
blood donor, therapy dog, and canine CPR demo
dog.

Smudgie enjoys her richly deserved reward.

All done! And Smudgie can donate again in 52 days.
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Canine Transfusion
Medicine
By William E. Feeman III, DVM, M. Cristina Iazbik, DVM and

C. Guillermo Couto, DVM, dipl. ACVIM

Greyhounds make ideal blood
donors for many reasons. They are
typically calm and have large

blood vessels, a higher concentration of red
blood cells, and a higher frequency of Dog
Erythrocyte Antigen (DEA)-negative red
blood cells (the universal donor) compared
to other breeds.     

Blood product transfusions are a critical
part of both human and veterinary medicine.
In emergency situations, if stored blood prod-
ucts are not available, whole blood collected
from a donor may be directly transfused into
the patient. In non-emergency situations,
blood is typically collected from the donor
into a sterile bag (usually in a blood bank),
then spun down using a centrifuge and sepa-
rated into components. High speeds are used
to separate packed red blood cells (PRBCs)
from plasma. Slower speeds are used to sepa-
rate packed red blood cells from platelet rich
plasma (PRP). Plasma can be further separat-
ed into cryoprecipitate (CRYO) and cryosu-
pernatant (CRYOPOOR). Each component
is used for different indications. 

For indications of each individual blood
component, please see Table. 

Red blood cells
Red blood cells are used to treat anemia

(low red blood cell count). Causes of anemia
include hemorrhage (blood loss), decreased
production of new red blood cells, and lysis
(destruction of red blood cells). The primary
advantage of using PRBCs over whole blood
is lower volume dosing. In addition, PRBCs
are readily available in many instances, elim-
inating the need to wait for a blood donor to
be called in and a collection made prior to
transfusion. 

Plasma
Plasma is termed “fresh frozen plasma”

(FFP) when it is separated from whole blood
using high speed centrifugation and frozen
within 6 hours of collection. It is considered
FFP  for up to one year of storage at temper-
atures below -20 degrees Celsius. Fresh frozen
plasma contains all the clotting factors, albu-
min (a blood protein) and immunoglobulins
(part of the immune system). After one year
it is considered “frozen plasma” (FP). It still

contains albumin and immunoglobulins but loses two clotting factors (factors V and VIII);
the latter is important, since FP should not be used in dogs with Hemophilia A (factor VIII-
deficiency). 

Plasma is used to treat perioperative bleeding in patients with clotting problems and may
be used to prevent bleeding preoperatively. It is also used to treat bleeding disorders associ-
ated with liver disease, vitamin K deficiency, rat poison ingestion, and so forth. On a short-
term basis, plasma can be used to help manage low protein levels, but since the elevation in
protein from the transfusion is often short lived, addressing the underlying cause of the low
protein levels is vital. As a general rule, it is almost impossible to provide enough protein
by administering FFP or FP to a dog over 30kg (66 lbs); most critical care units use human
albumin for this purpose. 

Platelet Rich Plasma/Plasma Concentrate
Plasma is termed “platelet rich plasma” (PRP) when it is separated from whole blood

using lower speeds within 6 hours of collection, and it contains platelets. Platelet concen-
trates (PC) have the highest concentration or number of platelets, and are produced by

Serena, adopted by Jenni Caldwell of Waltham, Mass.
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spinning the PRP at a higher speed. PCs are
maintained at room temperature and are
viable for up to five days, but ideally should
be used within one to two days of collection.
It is almost impossible to obtain PRP from
Greyhounds as their platelets tend to settle
with the red blood cells. 

There are very few indications for the use
of PRP or PCs, but they can be used to help
control bleeding in patients with reversible
bone marrow disease or inherited diseases
affecting platelet function. It may also be used
preoperatively in patients with very low
platelet counts that require surgery. It is
rarely, if ever, useful in treatment of immune-
mediated thrombocytopenia (a condition in
which the immune system attacks the body's
own platelets) or other diseases in which
platelets are being consumed. It is not possi-
ble to provide enough platelets to replace the
ones being destroyed and is very expensive.
For example, a human patient with a very
low platelet count that causes bleeding may
need up to 15 or 20 units of PCs; the cost of
one unit of PCs for dogs is approximately
$400.

Cryopreciptate
Cryoprecipitate is produced by slowly

thawing FFP and centrifuging the partially
thawed product. Cryoprecipitate has a high
concentration of specific coagulation factors
so a lower volume is needed for a transfusion.
Cryoprecipitate is used primarily to treat
hemophilia A and von Willebrand disease. 

Cryosupernatant
Cryosupernatant is the plasma remaining

after collecting the cryoprecipitate. It still
contains some clotting factors, albumin, and
immunoglobulins. It is effective at treating
specific coagulopathies and can be used to
help manage low protein levels. 

Blood transfusion recipients
Recipients of whole blood or PRBCs need

to be blood typed in order to reduce the risks
of a transfusion reaction. Canine blood types
are determined primarily by the Dog
Erythrocyte Antigen (DEA). The most
important factor is 1.1, and dogs are either
positive or negative. Other factors exist, but
their true role in transfusion reactions is still
unclear. If additional transfusions are

required, testing compatibility of the donor
blood to the recipient should be performed.
This procedure is known as cross-matching.
The risk of a transfusion reaction increases
with subsequent transfusions, which is why
cross matching is so critical. 

Blood product alternatives
An alternative to transfusing blood prod-

ucts for anemia is a product called
Oxyglobin® (www.oxyglobin.com) which is a
chemically stabilized bovine hemoglobin
molecule. Upon transfusion, the Oxyglobin is
able to carry oxygen like the red blood cells.
Oxyglobin is not a perfect alternative as it is
rapidly eliminated by the body and greater
than 90% of the transfusion will be eliminat-
ed within two to three days. This makes its
use in patients with long term anemia limit-
ed. It also can result in transfusion reactions
as can true blood products. n

M. Cristina Iazbik, DVM; C. Guillermo Couto,
DVM, dipl. ACVIM are with the College of
Veterinary Medicine at The Ohio State
University.

Whole PRBCs Stored FFP Cryo Cryopoor
blood plasma

Hypovolemic +++ ++ - - - -
anemia

Isovolemic + +++ - - - -
anemia

VWD - - - +++ ++++ -

Hemophilia A - - - +++ ++++ -

Hemophilia B - - +++ ++ - ++++

Rodenticide tox. - - +++ ++ - ++++

Hypoalbuminemia - - ++ + - ++++

Liver disease - - ++++ ++ - ++++

Pancreatitis - - ++++ +++ - ++++

AT deficiency - - ++++ +++ - ++++

DIC ++ + ^ ++ ++++ - ++

-, should not be used;  + can be used if no other components are available;  ++, can be used but it is not ideal;
+++; can be used;  ++++, ideal for this condition.
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Saving Lives: A Day in the
Life of a Blood Donor
By M. Cristina Iazbik, DVM; C. Guillermo Couto, DVM, dipl. ACVIM

The demand of blood products in veterinary medicine has grown as a result of the growth in veterinary special-
ty services. Now veterinarians are aware that they can have this vital product on hand, shipped overnight or even
with same day delivery if an emergency occurs. 

Everything starts with the first visit to the hospital for the “screening day.” At this time we do a complete phys-
ical examination and obtain a blood sample for a complete blood count, blood chemistries, tests for tick- and mos-
quito-borne diseases (ehrlichiosis, anaplasmosis, Lyme disease, and heartworm disease, among others), test of blood
clotting, and blood typing to make sure they are suitable as blood donors. After they pass the screening process, they
are ready for the first blood donation.

At The Ohio State University Animal Blood Bank (OSUABB) we have an open system, where every dog enjoys
a normal life with a family; they are kept year-round on heartworm, flea, and tick preventive medication. We typi-
cally set up a day and time via phone or e-mail for the blood donation. Families are free to wait for their pet in the
lobby or drop them off for a few hours. Our gold-standard is to provide a life-saving product while placing the well-
being of our donors at the top of the list.

Tommy, adopted by Gail Rios of Walnut Creek, Calif.

T he families of our blood donors wonder why their dogs typically drag them from the parking lot to the
hospital entrance.  We always tell them: “They know they are saving lives!”
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Any healthy dog weighing over 25 kg,
between 1 and 6 years of age, with a gentle
temperament, and that was never been trans-
fused could be a potential blood donor.

Retired racing Greyhounds are ideal
blood donors, since they are of an appropri-
ate size (>25 kg); have a gentle temperament
and a high packed cell volume or PCV (a
reflection of the red blood cell count); and
have large, easy-to-access jugular veins. In
addition, a high proportion of Greyhounds
are DEA 1.1-, 1.2-, and 7-negative, thus
qualifying them as universal blood donors
(the equivalent of the 0-negative blood
group in people).

Before each blood donation we check
their weight, temperature, respiratory rate,
heart rate, PCV (to ensure that they have
enough red blood cells), and plasma proteins.

For the blood donation process, the dog
lies down on his or her side on the table, with
the head on a pillow. A small area in the
neck is shaved and disinfected. When the
needle is in place the blood donation process
takes about 5-6 minutes. This process does
not seem to cause discomfort; in fact many
hounds take a nap or wag their tail during
the process. The standard amount of blood
taken is 450 mls (almost a pint). Once the

donation is complete, the neck is bandaged
to avoid bruising. Once they are on the floor,
we offer a tasty meal.  In general, while one
Greyhound is donating blood on the table
another one is lying on a dog bed, then they
switch positions. This way, they get to hang
out with other Greyhounds most of the time
they are in the hospital. 

Many owners are blood donors them-
selves and are surprised that their dogs
donate almost as much blood as they do. As
long as your dog is healthy and weighs at
least 25 kg, as are most Greyhounds, he or
she can safely donate that volume with no ill
effects. We have evaluated the effects of
blood donation on heart rate, blood pressure,
and other parameters, and we feel confident
we are causing no harm to our donors. This
summer we will be evaluating cortisol (stress
hormone) concentrations in saliva of blood
donor Greyhounds to evaluate the possibility
of stress more thoroughly.

A Greyhound can safely donate blood
once a month, but four to six donations a
year are sufficient to provide the products
that we need to supply the veterinary com-
munity. In return, blood donors get free dog
food, yearly labwork, heartworm, flea and
tick preventative products, and standard vac-

cinations as long as they are in the program.
After the blood is collected, the bag is

placed in a refrigerated centrifuge to prepare
different components, including red blood
cells and different types of plasma, such as
fresh frozen plasma (contains all the blood
proteins, including clotting factors and albu-
min), frozen plasma (lacks two clotting fac-
tors, V and VIII, so it cannot be used in dogs
with hemophilia A), cryoprecipitate (a con-
centrate of von Willebrand factor, factor
VIII, and fibrinogen used for specific clotting
problems), and cryopoor plasma (contains
every blood protein except those in the cry-
oprecipitate, and can be used for a variety of
clotting problems and as a source of albu-
min). One blood donation can generate
blood products for up to four different
patients.

Currently the OSUABB has 75 blood
donor dogs (65 are Greyhounds) and 90
donor cats. In the past 5 years we provided
over 3,000 canine blood products at cost to
the veterinary community; most of them
were shipped out of state and saved many
lives.

Many Greyhound rescue groups in Ohio
are doing a great job spreading the word
about this program, either placing a flyer in
the new adopter’s packet or giving the infor-
mation to the new Greyhound owners. This
helps pet owners become aware that they can
help save many dogs’ lives by enrolling their
dogs in a blood donor program. 

If you have the opportunity to participate
in a program like this, please consider it. It’s
a great cause! n

M. Cristina Iazbik, DVM; C. Guillermo
Couto, DVM, dipl. ACVIM are with the
College of Veterinary Medicine at The Ohio
State University.

Julie Jewels, adopted by Faith Gargan of Pt. Pleasant, N.J.
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Behind the Scenes
at a Canine Blood
Donor Program
By Kathleen M. Braun

On a busy Monday afternoon, nurs-
es at an emergency animal hospi-
tal prepare blood products for

transfusion. They are for a young dog,
Mika, who ingested rat poison a week earli-
er. She has been losing large amounts of
blood in her stool and urine for four days
and was weak, pale, and in shock when she
arrived at the hospital. Rat poison prevents
blood from clotting normally, and Mika
receives transfusions of several units of plas-
ma and several units of red blood cells.
These different blood components replace
the fluids lost through bleeding, and replace
some of the clotting factors damaged by the
poison.

Mika was hospitalized for two days and
made a full recovery. Her owner never
thought her dog would need a transfusion,
nor that animals need blood transfusions as a
part of medical treatment for a wide range of
conditions. Blood products may be indicated
for acute or chronic conditions due to surgi-
cal procedures, traumatic injury, various
toxin ingestions, metabolic disorder, and
some immune-mediated diseases. Any of
these may require multiple units of blood
products to stabilize the patient. For pets in
these situations, having blood products read-
ily available can be life saving.

The need for a safe and reliable supply of
blood products resulted in the development
of commercial animal blood banks in the

Blood products require careful storage.

Donations are cooled and spun in a centrifuge to
separate the blood into various components.
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early 1990s. Over the last ten years the
demand for blood products has risen dramat-
ically. Because of the high cost of obtaining
blood and its short shelf life, it is impractical
for many animal clinics to keep blood prod-
ucts on hand, making access a challenge. In
an emergency, many veterinarians rely on
their own pet or an employee’s pet to donate
blood. Although very generous, this practice
is not ideal and can be risky for the recipient.
Animals in these settings may not have been
screened for blood type or blood-borne dis-
eases, increasing the chance of the recipient
having a transfusion reaction or contracting
an illness.

Some practices that use large quantities
of blood products meet this increasing
demand by developing their own blood
donor program. Animal Emergency and
Treatment Centers (AETC) in Grayslake,
Illinois was one such practice. Begun as an
after-hours emergency hospital in 2001,
AETC has grown into a 24-hour emergency,
critical care, and specialty veterinary hospi-
tal with two locations. The second is a
recently opened 24-hour facility in Chicago.
AETC is home to an established blood donor
program and one of the few animal blood
banks in the country.

Prompted by the desire to ensure a safe
and adequate blood supply for its clients and
for other hospitals, the blood donor program
at AETC began in 2002. The program has
grown from a modest 25 donors in that first
year, to more than 120 dogs and 30 cats
today. These donors allow AETC to main-
tain an inventory of canine and feline blood
products, making life-saving transfusions
possible for thousands of animals each year.
“This is an amazing resource we can provide
for our patients,” says veterinarian Matt
Tompkins, co-founder of AETC. “We have
been able to provide many more transfusions
because we have the products on-hand.”

As important as transfusions are for
patients, it is just as important to take care of
the donors. AETC takes pride in having an
all-volunteer donor pool — pets that are
comfortable donating and seem to enjoy the
experience. “The safety and comfort level of
donors and their committed families is our
biggest concern,” says veterinary technician
Gina Falish, program director and founder of

the AETC blood donor program. “Without
our happy and healthy donor heroes and
their dedicated families, our program would
not exist.”

To ensure that potential donors are
healthy and that it is safe for them to donate,
they receive a physical exam, comprehensive
blood work, an infectious disease screening,
and a blood typing test at their first visit.
This screening process follows protocols set
by experts in the field of veterinary transfu-

sion medicine and is guaranteed to be safe for
both donors and recipients. The screening
results are reviewed by the veterinarian and,
if approved, the donor is enrolled in the pro-
gram.

Some benefits of enrollment are annual
blood work and disease screening, a physical
exam and a red cell count at every donation,
and credits toward hospital services. At an
estimated cost of $400 to $600 per donor, per
year, AETC makes a huge investment in the

Not all canine blood donors are Greyhounds! Siena is one of AETC’s regular donors.
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program. The benefits, however, are immeas-
urable. “Most importantly, the families get
the satisfaction in knowing their beloved pet
saved a life,” says Falish. 

Allowing one’s pet to donate blood is
often motivated by the same altruism. As
mom to canine donors Keaton and Grady
explains: “It is very rewarding to know that
my dogs help to save lives with each dona-
tion. My dogs thoroughly enjoy donating,
especially all the attention and the treats
afterwards, and at the end of the day you
would never know they donated blood. They
have been in the program for a few years
now, donating religiously every two months,
and will continue to donate as long as they
safely can.” Like this owner, many are espe-
cially glad to know that every donation has
the potential to help critically ill animals.

Making sure that the blood donor pro-
gram can provide products for transfusion is
no small feat. Numerous staff members spend
countless hours to make operations run
smoothly. Donors receive a card in the mail
when it is time to schedule a donation, and a
reminder call is made before every donation.
Blood collections are done three times a
week by several specially-trained and skilled
nurses. For each 30-minute appointment,

another half hour will be spent spinning
down and separating the components, label-
ing the units, noting the donors’ record, and
readying the exam room and supplies. The
centrifuge, used for cooling and spinning the
bags of blood, and other lab machines require
cleaning and maintenance at each use.

Then there is the blood bank itself,
which presents an additional set of responsi-
bilities and requirements. A designated and
temperature-controlled refrigerator and sub-
zero freezer are required for storage.
Inventory must be meticulously maintained
daily to ensure expired units are discarded
and that enough of each component is in
stock. AETC’s blood bank supplies products
to around 50 area clinics. 

With so much to do at the clinic, it may
be surprising to learn that the staff finds time
to do a great deal of work outside of the facil-
ity as well. Doctors, nurses, and administra-
tive staff regularly attend blood donor drives,
charity fundraisers, rescue group meetings,
and breed-club events to meet potential
blood donors. Doctors and nurses also pres-
ent continuing education lectures and visit
area clinics in an effort to educate others in
the field about the use of blood products.
“Our goal is to meet not only the physical

demand for the product, but the intellectual
demand for knowledge about its benefits,”
says Dr. Tompkins. “As veterinary medicine
continues to expand, and as knowledge of
blood component therapy increases, the
need for blood donors will continue to grow.”

Any dog or cat may be a good donor. One
of the most important factors is a good dispo-
sition. AETC has always had a wide range of
breeds in the program. Although many are
mixed breeds, there are Huskies, Chow
Chows, and even a family of three
Leonbergers currently enrolled in the pro-
gram. Greyhounds tend to make especially
good donors. In addition to having a good
temperament, they have an extremely high
percentage of red blood cells, and a large
number of them have a blood type that
makes them universal donors. It is only
through the generosity of their owners that
these pets can provide a life-saving gift. If
you have a dog or cat that may be a good
blood donor, please consider having them
screened. Contacting your local emergency
animal hospital or school of veterinary med-
icine is a good place to start. n

Kathleeen M. Braun is the Blood Donor
Coordinator for the Animal Emergency and
Treatment Center in Chicago, Ill.

Eagle, adopted by Dan and Lauren Emery of North Yarmouth, Me.
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Flu Happens
By the Canine Health Foundation

It’s the cold and flu season, and we have been inundated with bits and pieces of information about different
kinds of flu: bird flu, swine flu, canine flu, H1N1 . . . Help! What do these different things mean and what
can we do to prevent illness — both in ourselves and in our pets?
First, let’s discuss the different “kinds” of influenza (or “flu”) virus. Avian Influenza (Bird Flu), or H5N1, is a virus

found primary in poultry, though most domestic and wild bird species appear to be susceptible. Waterfowl (includ-
ing geese, ducks, swans, and sea and shore birds) throughout the world carry the virus as a reservoir meaning that
clinical signs of disease are usually mild or non-evident. Death does occasionally occur in these species. Infections
in poultry may be more severe; turkeys are more commonly infested than chickens. Pigs have been implicated in the
epidemiology of infection in turkeys when large production facilities are located in close proximity. An avian source
of the H5N1 strain has been associated with severe human disease and death in Asia and Egypt, though transmis-
sion of H5N1 avian influenza to humans (and companion animals) is rare. This strain of flu does not currently exist
in the United States. Bird-to-human transmission most often occurs when particles from contaminated feces are
inhales or people improperly handle or prepare sick fowl. Proper handling and cooking of meat and eggs provides
protection against contracting avian influenza, as well as other viruses and bacteria such as Salmonella and
Campylobacter. Although human-to-human transmission is theoretically possible, so far there have been limited
cases where this has been proven to have occurred. In those cases, human-to-human transmission did not continue
beyond the immediate contacts of the primary case.  As of publication, there was not a widespread vaccine avail-
able for H5N1, either for birds or humans.

Echo, adopted by Bill and Yvonne Long of Coon Rapids, Minn.
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Canine Influenza (Canine Flu), or H3N8,
is a highly contagious respiratory infection of
dogs that is caused by the same family of
influenza viruses. The canine influenza virus
is closely related to the virus that causes
equine influenza and it is thought that the
equine influenza virus mutated to produce
the canine influenza virus. The first recog-
nized outbreak of canine influenza in the
world is believed to have occurred in racing
Greyhounds in January 2004 at a track in
Florida that was closely associated with an
affected equine racetrack.  According to the
American Veterinary Medical Association
(AVMA), there is no evidence of transmis-
sion of canine influenza from dogs to
humans, horses, cats, ferrets, or other animal
species. Most dogs have no immunity to
H3N8 because it is so new, so it can spread
rapidly through shelters, boarding kennels,
veterinary clinics, and anywhere else dogs
congregate (including dog shows and dog
parks). In May 2009, the USDA granted a
conditional license for the first vaccine
against Canine Flu. This vaccine is expected
to reduce the incidence, severity and dura-
tion of the disease but does not necessarily
prevent infection altogether. (Conditional
license means it has been proven safe with
good signs of efficacy, but additional studies
are needed to gather more information. The
Canine Health Foundation has funded
Grant 1105: Understanding the Dynamics of
Canine Influenza Virus Transmission in Dog
Populations and Intervention Strategies for
Reducing Transmission, a study that will
model the transmission of canine flu in a
population with and without vaccination
and will be a major component in determin-
ing the recommended use of this new canine
flu vaccine.

And the most recent or “novel” H1N1
virus, sometimes called swine flu. This is a
misnomer because, according to the Centers
for Disease Control (CDC), the 2009 H1N1
flu virus contains genetic pieces from four
different virus sources commonly found in
birds, people, and pigs. The virus consists of
North American swine influenza viruses,
North American avian influenza viruses,
human influenza viruses and swine influenza
viruses found in both Asia and Europe. The
symptoms in people are very similar to sea-

sonal human respiratory flu, and may also
cause gastrointestinal side effects such as
diarrhea and vomiting. In severe cases, pneu-
monia can occur. Due to similarities to a
virus that circulated in the late 1970s pro-
viding some immune protection to people
exposed at that time, severe disease is much
more common in people younger than 30
and pregnant women. To date, most animals
infected with H1N1 became infected after
their owners had been ill with flu-like symp-
toms. These pets for the most part show mild
respiratory illness or no illness at all. With
few exceptions, most animals have fully
recovered.  To date, H1N1 has been found in
humans, pigs, birds, ferrets, domestic cats and
dogs, some of the large cats in zoos, and is
considered to be a worldwide pandemic.
Commercially produced vaccines (injectable
and a nasal mist) against H1N1 are available
for humans, and a conditional vaccine has
been approved by the USDA for use in pigs,
but nothing has been prepared for compan-
ion or other animals.

So what symptoms should we look for in
our pets? Pets with H1N1 often behave as if
they aren’t feeling well, presenting with
lethargy, poor appetite, nasal discharge
and/or other clinical signs of respiratory ill-
ness. If you or another person in your house
has had the flu and you suspect that your pet
has been infected with H1N1, go to the vet-
erinarian immediately — and let your veteri-
narian know that the pet has been exposed

to someone with the flu. There is a test per-
formed with a nasal or mouth swab that can
determine whether or not your pet has
H1N1. Confirmatory viral DNA testing can
be performed at the Iowa State University
College of Veterinary Medicine Diagnostic
Laboratory.

And what can we do to prevent the
spread of any flu? Dr. Kristy Pabilonia, a vet-
erinarian and expert on H1N1 testing in ani-
mals at Colorado State University, recom-
mends that people with H1N1 or any flu
should be careful when in contact with their
pets. If you are sick, maintain a safe distance
from your pets, just as you would with people.
Wash your hands frequently, and if possible,
have someone who is healthy feed and care
for pets. Just like people, animals come into
contact with the H1N1 virus via aerosolized
droplets from secretions — sneezes, coughs
— or by touching the eyes, nose or mouth of
an infected person, or a surface that the
infected person has touched. n

Reprinted with permission from Discoveries
(Issue 31 Winter 2010), the official newsletter
of the Canine Health Foundation.

i www.avma.org/public_health/influenza/
avinf_bgnd.asp

ii www.avma.org/public_health/influenza/
canine_guidelines.asp

iiiwww.avma.org/public_health/influenza/
new_virus/default.asp

 
    

Roo, adopted by Sarah Logan of Waldport, Ore.
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Moving to Ireland
By Elaine Miller

In May 2009, my husband and I moved from Dallas to Ireland with our two Greyhounds and two cats. The
move was a transfer with the company for which my husband works. It was in September 2008 that we had
the very first inkling that this move to Ireland might happen. That night I woke up and instead of counting

sheep, I counted months – I needed six.
In the bad old days of quarantine, moving pets into the United Kingdom and Ireland required that the animal

endure six months of living in quarantine kennels. Grim indeed. Now, thankfully, there is the Pet Travel Scheme
(PETS), which allows pets to travel between member countries without going through a formal quarantine.
Essentially, the scheme allows for pets to be quarantined at home, provided you follow to the letter the rules of the
scheme. For information about PETS, see the Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) web-
site (www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-pets/pets/travel/index.htm). DEFRA is the U.K. governing body that manages
importation of animals. Be forewarned:  If you do not follow the step-by-step instructions, then it is off to the quar-
antine kennels for your pets. 

David Grant and Elaine Miller relax with Rob and Leigh in Somerset, England on their way to Ireland. Diana Miller
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What to Do?
We were fortunate that our veterinary

clinic in Dallas had a dedicated veterinarian
who dealt with the forms and regulations for
the transport of animals all over the world
and was up to date on all the hoops we need-
ed to jump through, as well as the forms and
timelines. If you do not have a resource who
is knowledgeable in these matters, there is
information on the DEFRA website that you
can download for your veterinarian.

There are also companies that handle
everything from the paperwork, blood tests,
and forms, to building crates, arranging
flights, and transporting animals to and from
the airport.

So why did I need six months? In reality I
needed a bit longer. For anyone going
through this process, I recommend that you
start planning a minimum of seven months
before your move date.
Step 1.  The microchip. Have your pet

microchipped.
Step 2.  The rabies vaccination. Check with

DEFRA to ensure your pet’s vaccination
is the right type.

Step 3.  The blood work. About two to three
weeks after the rabies vaccine, your vet-
erinarian will draw a blood sample and
send it to a specific veterinary lab. The
results will come back in about a month.
The PETS six-month waiting period
starts from the date that a good blood
sample was drawn.

Step 4.  Close to the end of the six-month
period, you will need to send more forms
to the FDA for its official stamp. Your
veterinarian will have to complete these
forms (with such information as the rel-
evant microchip numbers and vaccina-
tion history) and sign them.

Step 5.  Twenty-four to 48 hours prior to the
flight, your pets must be treated for
worms and ticks — whether they have
them or not.

What about the crates?
Ah, the nightmare begins . . . I purchased

two beautiful crates of the giant size that are
suited for Great Danes, Newfoundlands, and
Greyhounds. However, when I arrived at the
airport with two nervous dogs on lead, two
cats in crates, two dog crates, my luggage,

  
  

This giant-sized crate was rejected by the airline as not big enough for a Greyhound.

City boy meets country girl.
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and reservations for all, I was told after some
squinting, checking with supervisors, and
phone calls, that the dogs could not fly in
these crates because they were not big
enough. What?

According to the International Air
Transport Association, which sets the crate
size standards that all airlines are required to
follow, the interior measurements of the
crate must be four inches longer than the
length of the dog from tip of nose to base of
tail; four inches taller than the height of the
dog standing with its head up; and two inch-
es wider than the dog. The dog must be able
to stand, sit, turn around, and lie down in a
natural position. There must be ventilation
holes on all sides, live animal stickers affixed
to the crate, and food and water dishes
attached within.

I was referred to Pets Fly, a company in
the Dallas area who could build crates to air-
line standards within a week and deliver
them to British Airways World Cargo. I

rebooked my flight.
The crates were beautiful and the dogs

seemed very comfortable in them. Our
female, Leigh, seemed to treat it as her very
own plywood palace.

Checking In . . . Again
Depending on location, the dogs must be

at the airport four hours prior to flight depar-
ture. (Check with the local office of the air-
line you are using, as rules differ by each loca-
tion.) The dogs are checked in, weighed with
the crate, and measured against the crate.
The dog is photographed (confirmation only
for the airline to make sure they are shipping
a pet in a correctly sized crate). Once the pet
is inside the crate, a seal is placed around the
lock. That seal must not be broken until the
pet arrives at your destination.

Try to ship on a quiet day if at all possible.
We were given advice in Dallas that Monday
is a fairly quiet day for shipping. Choosing a
day with lighter activity is a plus when you

consider the dogs are in their crates for more
than four hours prior to the flight, and they
are waiting inside a huge warehouse with
forklifts and other commotion going on
before being loaded onto the aircraft.

Upon arrival at Heathrow airport in
London, the pets were met by a broker, (I
found a professional and helpful company
called James Cargo Services), who transported
our pets to Animal Reception, a 15-minute
drive from the airport. The dogs and cats were
let out into runs and offered food and water
while their paperwork is being processed. The
people at Animal Reception are professional
and cognizant of the fact that our pets have
just endured a long, arduous flight.

Our pets were then released to us about
four hours after their arrival. They were in
their crates for a total of 15 hours. However,
our pets dealt with the long journey amaz-
ingly well. Not one of the dogs soiled their
crates. Only one of our elderly cats wet a
towel. 

Leigh hunts small, squeaky things in the hedgerows.
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From the U.K. to Ireland
DEFRA rules required us to fly from

Dallas to Heathrow. Because of the size of the
dogs and their crates, we could not fly into
Ireland from Heathrow. There were no
planes available with a cargo door large
enough to accommodate the crates for that
short a journey. Instead, we planned for my
dear husband to fly to Cork, Ireland a couple
of days ahead of me.  He would then rent a
van, take the vehicle on the ferry back to the
U.K., and arrive in London in time to meet
me and our pets the following morning.

It was a fine plan until he saw the van: It
was a cargo panel van with no ventilation,
no windows, and the cargo area separated
from the passenger area. This van was hardly
ideal for our purposes. We could not change
the reservation at this time, since there had
to be special approval from the rental
agency’s head office to take the van from
Ireland to the U.K. What’s more, my hus-
band arrived on a holiday weekend when no
one was working. There was nothing for him
but to stick with the original plan.

After loading the dogs and cats into the
van we drove to Somerset, where my parents
live part time. This helped to break up the
journey, and the dogs got their first walk on
U.K. soil. The following morning we loaded
back into the van for a miserable 14-hour
journey (including the time on the ferry)
from Somerset to Cork. During the drive, we
stopped every couple of hours to give the
dogs a stretch and to let the cats use the lit-
ter tray we had brought with us. During the
final hour, we were serenaded by Rob, howl-
ing; he had had enough. I couldn’t blame
him — actually, so had I.

Despite a few bumps along the way, we all
came through the trip fine. Because our dogs
are not extremely active and are used to
crates, they seemed to take it all in stride.
When I look back, I was far more stressed
than they ever were. All of them really love
it here in Ireland, with the cooler tempera-
tures, soft grass, and rabbit sightings.

If you are contemplating a similar trip, I
suggest you check with DEFRA for the
approved flight paths and airlines from your

departure city. Be aware of possible temperature
restrictions that could also affect your dates of
travel. Your approved airline will be able to pro-
vide you with their specific restrictions.

It is recommended not to sedate your dogs
for a trip of this nature, since doing so can
interfere with their ability to control their own
body temperatures. They travel in a climate-
controlled hold of the plane and likely will be
lulled to sleep by the drone of the engines.

How much did all of this cost us? The air-
fare for two dogs and two cats and the cost of
the pet broker totaled around $4,500. Each
custom crate cost $650. The official stamp
from the FDA cost approximately $100 per
pet. When you add these figures to all the
veterinarian visits and other associated costs,
it’s clear that pet transport is not inexpen-
sive. All in all, our experiences were well
worth it in the end. n

Elaine Miller lives in Cork, Ireland with her hus-
band Dave. They arebossed around on a daily
basis by Greyhounds Rob and Leigh, and cats
Hamish and Simon.

Leigh greets the local working dogs.



Grijalva led this contingent of Cortez’s men,
and ordered the errant hound left behind
when it could not be caught. We know about
this because the historian Gomara later
recounts the happy reunion of Greyhound
and explorers.

“As soon as they arrived there they saw,
walking on the coast, a dog barking and paw-
ing the ground in front of the boat, and as
soon as the captain and the others landed
they found a good Greyhound that came
toward them. She greeted them wagging her
tail, jumping from one to the other, and later
went into the woods that were near and
returned bringing hares and rabbits. The
next day she did the same, and thus they
learned that there was a great deal of game in
the land and they began to follow her….
They didn’t know whether the Greyhound
belonged to Cordoba or to Grijalva.”

The presence of at least two Greyhounds
is further established by Diaz, when he writes
a curious anecdote about an apparently noisy
Greyhound. While the dog may have been
friendly, the Spanish were not above a little
intimidation by misleading the natives.

“As we had with us a very large
Greyhound, which belonged to Francisco de
Lugo, and barked a great deal at night, it
seems that those chiefs of the town asked the
friends that we had brought with us from
Cempoal if it were a tiger or a lion or some-
thing we used to kill Indians. And they
answered: ‘They take it along so that when
someone enrages them, they kill him.’”

Eighteen years later, there is evidence of
the Greyhound’s first venture into the area
now known as New Mexico. Esteban or
Estevanico the Moor acted as a guide for the
expedition led by Fr. Marcos de Niza to seek
out the fabled people of the north who were
reputed to have cities of gold and jewels.
Esteban was directed by the padre to scout
ahead and he did so, considerably overstep-
ping his authority, direction, and eventually
his safety. Esteban did, however, go in style.
He traveled comfortably for the times, deco-
rated himself with plumes, turquoise, and
feathers, ate off gold plates, and was faithfully
accompanied by two Greyhounds. How
Esteban had obtained his dogs is unknown
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Hounds of the
Conquistadors
By Laurel E. Drew

In the 1500s, the early Spanish explorers brought dogs (Mastiffs and Greyhounds
are specifically mentioned) with them to guard, hunt, intimidate, and punish
their enemies — in this case, the Native Americans. Greyhounds were mainly

used for hunting and they were usually quite successful.
The first mention of the Greyhound, as such, appears in the journals of Bernal

Diaz, who chronicled the Cortez expedition. It seems that a Greyhound, name
unknown, was busily hunting game when the time for return to the ship arrived.

John, adopted by Jenn Mabius of Wakefield, Mass. George Giunta Jr.



and a rather interesting point. For that mat-
ter, his entire retinue is interesting since he
had started out as a slave ten years earlier. In
any case, after Esteban was killed at the
pueblo of Hawikuh (now Zuni) in western
New Mexico, the dogs were given, along with
the gold plates, to the highest chiefs. It would
be interesting to know their eventual fate, but
no more is to be found concerning them.

A comparatively short time later, a
Greyhound figured in a tragic accident
resulting in the death of Captain Melchior
Diaz, one of Coronado’s finest leaders. Diaz
had, in the summer of 1540, traveled west
with instructions to find the Pacific Ocean.
He actually reached the Imperial Valley area
of California, no small feat in itself, before
turning back. Diaz was accompanied by 25
Spaniards, Indian servants, a walking com-
missary in the form of a flock of sheep, and a
Greyhound. On the return trip, the
Greyhound began chasing some of the sheep.
It is not mentioned whether this had been a
regular occurrence, but at this point, Diaz
became incensed. He pursued the dog on
horseback and threw his lance at it. Diaz
missed the Greyhound, but the lance struck
the ground in such a manner that Diaz, being
unable to stop in time, was impaled upon it.
His followers carried the fatally wounded
captain toward home for 20 days before he
died of internal injuries.

On September 12, 1884, a young man by
the name of Charles F. Lummis left
Cincinnati to make a “Tramp Across the
Continent” (the title of his later book). He
completed that trek in 143 days, covering
3,507 miles, many of these in a solitude
shared only by his canine companion, a
young black Greyhound named Shadow.
Lummis first found the abandoned pup near
Pueblo, Colorado, and after some adventures
in first catching and then leash breaking the
youngster, continued on his journey through
New Mexico. It didn’t take long for the two
to become close companions, and they had
several adventures in New Mexico. They
met a cougar on a narrow canyon trail at
night, were lost without water between San
Ildefonso and Santa Fe, and explored mine
workings around Golden, New Mexico.

Shadow’s opinion of his master’s ventures
into the mines was expressed with soulful
howling from the entrances. One of their
most harrowing adventures occurred when
they attempted to hike through the Sandia
Mountains in December. Both became total-
ly exhausted, with Lummis finally carrying
his companion. Their lives were saved when
Lummis spotted two moving figures and
managed to attract their attention. Both suf-
fered frostbite and Shadow’s ears never did
fully recover. More adventures, a stay at a
Native American pueblo, Christmas in a
railroad camp, and an accident with a rail-
way hand car, which nearly cost Shadow his
life, followed. They crossed New Mexico and
Arizona, and reached the Mojave Desert
before Shadow lost his life in a tragic inci-
dent. All of these adventures are described in
Lummis’s book. 

Greyhounds were popular with the early
Spanish settlers as well as with the explorers,
although not many are mentioned specifical-
ly. Later, they were kept by an assortment of
ranchers in New Mexico, both Spanish and
Anglo. Governor Miguel Otero is known to
have kept Greyhounds and raced them.
Greyhounds crop up in historical records as
accompanying expeditions surveying nation-
al borders, with homesteaders, and often
with ranchers who kept them to protect their
enormous flocks against predators.
Greyhounds have been kept to hunt coyotes
and wolves for years. With tracking hounds
and “bear dogs,” they have also been used to
hunt mountain lions and other predators. 

Today, Greyhounds are widely recognized
as elegant, graceful, and amiable pets. They
are still used for racing and for hunting coy-
otes, but they are also active in obedience
and agility competitions, dog shows, and lure
coursing. There are now hundreds of
Greyhounds living in family surroundings in
New Mexico, a fitting setting for the “Dogs
of the Conquerors.” n

Laurel E. Drew is a CG regular contributor.

Yerington, Nevada

It’s the same thing
every morning.
We walk our Greyhound
down Main Street,
past the courthouse,
Casino West,
the post office.
We stop to let Nikkie
sniff the grass
while we look
at the bulletin board.
The maintenance man
comes running,
shouting, “Nick-o-lie”
when he sees us. He says
we’re in for a cold spell,
rubbing Nikkie’s ears.
My wife says,
“If there were one,
Gary would be president
of a Nikkie fan club.”
We cross the street
when we come to 
the Boys & Girls Club,
then stop to let Nikkie 
sniff the plants
in front of the thrift store.
This is our town.
We’re at home here.

—Arthur Winfield Knight
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Ike (Goforit Ikon), adopted by Cynthia Mitchell of
Dublin, Ohio.
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Cabin Fever

Playing with toys . . .

Working out together . . .

30 Spring 2010

Catching up on the shows you missed . . .

The long winter is nearing an end. Soon it will be time to hang up those Greyhound coats and
go outside for some serious play time. In the meantime, what have you and your Greyhound
been doing to keep busy? Judging from the photos Celebrating Greyhounds Magazine has
received from readers, you’re doing plenty. 



Doing each other’s hair . . .

Directing traffic . . . 
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We’re not sure what this is, exactly . . .

Playing cards . . .
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Rearranging the dogs . . .

Rearranging the toys . . .

Rearranging the furniture . . .



H
U

M
O

R

cgmagazine 33

Alex vs. Stairs
Story and Photos by Cheryl Christensen

Newly retired racers likely have no experience with staircases. Last year, my husband Glenn and I learned
this when we adopted Heisman, our first Greyhound. Going up the stairs was one thing, but going down
was another story! Those long legs made for a high center of gravity, and it must have been very scary

looking down a flight of stairs for the first time. We have a bonus room upstairs that we don’t use very much.
After Heisman mastered the staircase, we found he liked being upstairs when we were gone.

Recently, Alexander the Greyt (aka “Alex”) came to live with us. His previous owners surrendered him to the
local pound because of the bad economy. We did not know if he knew about stairs and we soon found our answer.
After arriving home from work one evening, I needed to go upstairs to get something. I told Heisman to stay down-
stairs with Alex. Of course, he ignored my command and followed me upstairs. Alex, who never misses an opportu-
nity for adventure, charged upstairs after us, carrying his big stuffed monkey in his mouth — he loves his animals.

He seemed bewildered that there was a new place he hadn't yet discovered; Heisman seemed annoyed that his
secret hiding place was found out. Glenn was not home yet, so I was on my own. I headed down the stairs to see
how Alex would react. He whined like a little girl. Heisman taunted him by flying down and up the staircase, tag-
ging him every time he reached the top.

Alex and Heisman hang out at the top of the stairs. (They’ll have to come down eventually.)
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Needing to work with Alex with-
out interference, I closed Heisman in a
downstairs bedroom. I tried to make it
no big deal and walked with him. It
didn't work. I tried coaxing, pleading,
leashing, pulling, moving. Nothing. I
tried moving his leg, which was like
trying to move a big oak tree. He
weighs 80 pounds, and I knew I could-
n’t carry him downstairs. He would try
one step, squeal, spin around, and
scramble to the top.

Meanwhile, Heisman was down-
stairs having a fit in the bedroom and
it sounded like he would scratch his
way through the closed door. Since I
wasn't getting anything accomplished
and Glenn would not appreciate
“replace door” added to his honey-do
list, I bailed Heisman out of the bed-
room. With laser beam focus, he flew
upstairs to Alex, again to gloat, I
guessed. Then downstairs. Then
upstairs. And so on. Whoosh. Tap.
Whoosh.

Finally, it occurred to me to lever-
age Alex's curiosity. I went downstairs
to the kitchen to start dinner.
Heisman followed me. Girly-Man was
at the top of the staircase, whining his
head off. I peaked around the corner to
see what he was doing. His front legs
were down about four steps and his
back legs were unnaturally spread-
eagle, clinging on to the edge of the
top step!

Afraid he'd tumble down the
whole flight, I started up the stairs. My
big helper raced past me to the top of
the stairs. Alex somehow turned
around from his precarious position
and darted back upstairs. Then,
Heisman got next to him on the land-
ing at the top of the stairs, and started
slowly coming down. He stopped
about three steps down and turned to
see if Alex was coming. Alex took the
same three steps down, and then
Heisman took another couple. Crying
softly, Alex took another couple.
Slowly like this, they ambled their way
down the entire staircase. Wow! I

Oh no, this is scary . . . .

Alex watches Heisman fly down the stairs. He contemplates descending, while Monkey looks on.
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couldn’t believe what I was watching. I had
goose bumps! Heisman knew exactly what
was going on. In retrospect, he was not teas-
ing Alex at all, but instead trying to show
him how easy it was to go down the stairs.
Alex wasn’t the only one who learned a les-
son that day.  I learned that if you can’t teach
your Greyhound something new, you should
enlist the services of another Greyhound.
Now, both dogs go up and down at will. n

Cheryl Christensen lives with husband Glenn
Hall and Greyhounds Heisman and Alex in
University Park, Fla. Cheryl and Glenn volun-
teer for Racing Dog Rescue Project. She can be
reached at cherylchristensen@msn.com

Alex follows Heisman’s lead. Alex navigate the steps on his own.

At the base of the stairs, Alex and Heisman consider their next move.
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Student Volunteers at
Project Racing Home
By Tracey Bouchard

What do you get when you mix 14 Middle School students and 50 Greyhounds?  Well, a great time of
course! At New Garden Friends School (NGFS), students in grades 1 through 8 venture out to nursing
homes, community gardens, schools, and art centers, or help out on campus every Friday morning as

a part of giving back to our community. When I started teaching at NGFS many years ago, I began volunteering
with a group of students on Friday mornings at the local animal shelter. Several years and many policy changes
later, I found myself without a destination for community service. Suddenly I had two weeks to find a new serv-
ice group for my kids. As an animal lover, I knew I wanted to continue to work with animals in some capacity.
I frantically began calling and emailing local rescue and adoption groups. I was greeted by many with one of two
responses: “You want to bring how many pre-adolescents? No, I don’t think that will work.” Or “We would love
the help, but we only have foster homes and no kennel facility.”  

Just as I was about to give up on the possibility of continuing to work with animals, a wonderful email arrived.
Kimberly Jewell, the director of Project Racing Home, sent me the email that would change my life. Kim thought
it would be a great idea to bring the kids and let them work with the dogs. 

Students from New Garden Friends School in Greensboro, N.C. volunteer at Project Racing Home every Friday.
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The next Friday we loaded up on the bus
for the 25 minute drive to Project Racing
Home. Everyone was excited to be working
with the dogs, and none of us knew what to
expect when we arrived. When we got to
Project Racing Home we were greeted by the
typical welcome wagon at any Greyhound
kennel…an entire lobby full of Greyhounds
with tails wagging. For many of the kids it
was the first time they had seen a Greyhound
in person. Everyone was amazed at how
strong and beautiful they all were...and big!  

We began with orientation. Kim is a
wealth of information about Greyhounds
and their care. We learned about the history
of these magnificent animals, all of their
capabilities, and why they make great pets.
Fourteen students and one teacher were very
much in awe of the creatures with whom we
would soon be working. 

Next came the kennel tour. Storage
room, food prep, kitchen, dishes, water buck-
ets (inside and out), cleaning station, hose,
carpets, dip tank, sand lots, grass lots, pooper
scoopers, sand rake, food storage shed, the
other storage shed, leashes collars, top crate
vs. bottom crate, shower (don’t turn the
water temperature up too high, or the dog
you are bathing might pass out) . . . the list
went on and on. My first thought was, “How
are we going to do it all?”  Of course this led
very quickly to my second thought, “How are
we going to remember how to do it all!?”  

Teamwork, that’s how. The kids were
counted off and divided into groups, each
assigned to a task. I will never forget the day
that Kim tied the legs of two students togeth-
er (think three-legged race) to get them to
work together to sweep the floor, and ulti-
mately cut the workload in half. In the
beginning, it was very organized. There was a
rotation of groups and who did what. As the
kids and I have become more comfortable
with the tasks over the years, I usually begin
now by splitting everyone into two groups.
One group remains at the kennel to do basic
kennel chores while the other group leashes
up dogs and goes for a walk in the neighbor-
hood. The groups stay the same for two
weeks to make sure everyone has a chance to
walk (generally the more popular option)
and do kennel chores as well. 

I have created a laminated checklist that
stays at the kennel. Our kids learn from a
very early age the magical words when they
finish a task: “What else can I do?” The
checklist allows us to make sure all of the
necessary tasks have been done, and then
move on to additional tasks as time allows. I
regularly have students who give up their
spot in the coveted walking group to stay
back at the kennel as leaders and help some
of the other, younger kids complete their
tasks. 

I learned very quickly that this is defi-
nitely not a “sit on the sidelines and watch
the kids work” kind of group…and I would-
n’t want it to be. If I am not out walking dogs
with students, I am at the kennel helping
them with all of the chores. In the begin-
ning, it gave me an opportunity to get a feel
for the different jobs, and learn how to do
them myself. It also allowed me more time to
work with Greyhounds — a breed that I had
admired from afar as a child and as an adult,
but never spent time with up close. Now that

  
  

  

Students give Roller a bath before she heads to her forever home.



38 Spring 2010

I am more comfortable with the routines and
expectations, as well being surrounded by 70
lb dogs, I am able to help out the kids and
give them suggestions. Of course, I like to be
with the Greyhounds.  I not only have the
chance to spend time with each dog, but also
to see how specific dogs interact with the
kids. After our walks or playtime, I regularly
email Kim notes on the dogs with whom we
worked.

Obviously not every task at a kennel is
suitable for a Middle School student.
Turnout, for example, is always done before
and after we leave the kennel. Some of my
students are small and might be knocked

down by a group of excited dogs. When we
go walking, adults always put collars and
leashes on the dogs to make sure they fit
properly. While I allow the kids first pick of
the dog they would like to walk, ultimately I
have final say over whether or not it is a good
match. There is a standing rule if they are
walking or bathing a dog from a top crate, an
adult has to help them with that dog. This is
for the safety of both the dogs and the kids.
My older students are usually in charge of
bringing in food from the storage building
since some of the bags can be quite heavy,
and bringing them in on the cart can be a lit-
tle tricky at times. I often rely heavily on my

returning 7th and 8th graders to teach the
new 5th and 6th graders everything they
need to know.  

Every week my kids give up 20 minutes of
break time (an eternity to a 12 year old) in
order to have more time at the kennel with
the dogs. In addition, when PRH participates
in parades, I always have a list of kids who are
willing to give up their Saturday to walk the
Greyhounds. We walk dogs, give baths, refill
food containers, clean out the storage shed,
dip dirty carpets, fill water buckets, sweep,
mop, clean crates and, of course, scoop poop. 

Walking and bathing dogs are always
their favorite things to do. When we go for

Chilly, Monk, and Captain get a little extra playtime with their friends.
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walks, the students are usually very inquisi-
tive. It is a great opportunity for them to ask
questions about Greyhounds and learn more
about the breed. Several times over the past
few years we have teamed up with another
community service group to bring the dogs to
a local nursing home. It is wonderful to hear
the kids sharing facts and information they
have learned about Greyhounds in their time
volunteering at PRH with other members of
the community. It is amazing what you can
learn while walking a dog. 

Scooping poop and cleaning carpets are
always at the bottom of the list of favorite
chores, but no matter how gross the job, or
how bad the weather, they do it all (and
almost always without complaint).

It’s wonderful to talk to students who
don’t always enjoy school or are having a
tough time, and be able to see an entirely dif-
ferent side of them. A Greyhound can bring
a smile to your face, even on your worst day.

For the time we are at the kennel, there are
no parents, no social drama, no worries about
tests or homework, just the dogs and the
unconditional love and affection they are
always waiting to dole out. I also know many
of the students have been touched by the
dogs in ways that I will never know. Who
knows? Maybe one day they will even own a
Greyhound based on their experiences on
those Friday mornings. 

For the first year, I kept waiting for the
day when Kim would say it wasn’t working
out, or they no longer needed our help. That
day never came. When one of the older dogs
slipped his leash and went for a jog around
the kennel (and ended up right back at the
front door waiting to be let in), when the
kids filled up the dip tank to clean the dirty
carpets and left the valve open so water filled
up and drained from the tank just as fast,
when they went “surfing” on the cart loaded
up with food instead of just walking it calm-

ly from the shed to the kennel, or even the
day we returned from a walk with a stray
puppy that we found in the neighborhood,
we were always invited back. From day one,
Kim and all of the volunteers at PRH have
welcomed my kids with open arms. Everyone
was kind and patient as we learned the rou-
tines of the kennel, and the ins and outs of
managing so many dogs and kids. 

That was four years ago. Since then I
have taken over 100 kids to PRH. If there
was room in the bus, that number would be
double. The “Greyhound group” continues
to be one of the most popular Service
Learning groups in the school. I have stu-
dents in my group who are in their final
semester as 8th graders who have been with
me since the 5th grade and just keep coming
back. I am amazed at how well the kids
remember the dogs. Every year I have kids
seek me out and ask me about certain dogs
that they bonded with. “Has she been adopt-

Inspired by her volunteer work, Tracey Bouchard adopted Cady from Project Racing Home.
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ed?  Do you ever get to see him?  I hope she
is doing well!  I miss seeing him, but I’m glad
he has a family!”    

Of course, we can’t forget about the
Greyhounds and what they get from the kids.
More walks, boundless energy for playing
fetch and running around in the turnout
area, contact with more people, and lots of
socialization. Never underestimate the bene-
fits of kids interacting with animals for all of
those involved.  

And what do I get from this experience? I
have returned to school on Friday afternoons
barefoot (I stepped in poop, and in our group
that makes me the week’s Poop Princess.
There is a Poop Prince award given out
weekly as well). Once I had to sit through a
parent conference after a dog relieved him-
self on my leg. On more than one occasion I
have had to borrow clothes of some sort
because mine were too wet or dirty to finish
out the day. Despite all of that, I wouldn’t
trade it for anything. Over the last four years
I’ve laughed so hard I’ve cried, and fought
back tears when delivering the heartbreaking
news about the loss of a favorite dog. The
experiences I have had with the kids during
this time have meant a great deal to me. I
love sharing information about Greyhounds
with them, helping them learn different tasks
around the kennel, and watching the kids
who were once new and unsure blossom into
confident leaders. I get to hear stories about
their lives, families, friends, and pets and
connect with students on a whole new level.
In the rush of a busy school day, you don’t
always have a chance to hear about the time
they adopted a new puppy, or had to say
goodbye to an older beloved family pet. 

We have a theme song. It’s Queen’s
Bohemian Rhapsody. I don’t know how it

began, but we listen to it twice…once when
we first get in the bus and we are pulling out
of the school’s driveway, and a second time
on our way home from PRH. I don’t know
how many other teachers get to spend part of
their Fridays playing with dogs and rocking
out a la Wayne and Garth.  

Oh, and what was it about that first e-
mail that changed my life? About a year after
we began volunteering as a school, I started
volunteering at Project Racing Home by

myself on the weekends. Shortly after that I
became a Greyhound foster mom, and even-
tually a proud Greyhound mom. Now I can’t
imagine my life without Greyhounds…all
because of one e-mail message. n

Tracey Bouchard teaches 5th and 6th grade at
New Garden Friends School, a Quaker school in
Greensboro, N.C. She is also a volunteer, foster
mom, and board president at Project Racing
Home Greyhound Adoptions. 

Bella, adopted by Juan Carlos De La Rosa of Monterey Park, Calif.
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Guarding Against Lost
Greyhounds
By Michael McCann

Gator, adopted by Steve and Vanessa Roland of Titusville, Fla.

Remember that lecture you got the day you picked up your Greyhound? You know, the one about keeping
him on leash, not letting him loose in an unfenced area, being careful around gates and doors? Almost
every adoption group does some form of the “safety talk.” Some put it in writing; they hand out a safety

checklist, sometimes including copies of flyers to be used in case of a lost dog. Some will give you a copy of “Trust
— The Deadly Disease,” a heartrending essay about an adopter who, over time, became complacent. Yet almost
every adoption group you talk to has a story of an adopter that got home that very first day, opened the car door,
and watched their brand new family member bolt. Sometimes it ends well. Too often, it doesn’t. 

In 2004, after reading about perhaps 20 lost Greyhounds over the preceding year on the Internet discussion list
Greyhound-L and several online forums, Jeff Rosenberg, the owner of Greytalk.com, agreed to start a special forum
just for lost Greyhounds. Within a couple of weeks, we realized that it was beginning to serve a huge population we
never imagined existed: A population of Greyhound owners who had lost their hounds and had no idea how to find
them. 



During the first month of operation we
published articles detailing how to find and
capture a lost Greyhound, offered people
help in recruiting volunteers for  their
searches, designed and printed flyers, and
answered phone calls from people who were
frantically trying to recover their wayward
hounds. In the first two months we had
reports of 30 lost hounds. We thought that
was a lot. 

Today, five years later, the volunteers on
The Greyhound Amber Alert Forum have
helped search for over a thousand lost
Greyhounds. If that number doesn’t give you
pause, maybe this one will. Over 200 of those
lost hounds died when they were hit by a car
or train, experienced some other horrible
death, or were never captured. In each of
these cases, someone’s beloved pet was lost
forever.

For years we’ve been hoping that the next
year would bring a decrease in the number of

lost hounds. After reading all these stories,
don’t people realize what needs to be done to
reduce the numbers? 

Maybe not. So, we’ve compiled a list,
based on the loose hounds reported to the
Greyhound Amber Alert Forum. Here’s how
these hounds got loose: 

Through a gate: 325 32 %
Through a door 264 26 %
Slipped collar: 112 11 %
Dropped leash 91 9 %
Under/Over Fence 76 7.5 %
Getting in/out of car 41 4 %
Out of window 17 1.7 %
Let run off leash 7 .7 % 
Unknown 97 9.5 %

Looking at these numbers, a pretty amaz-
ing conclusion is clear. Nearly 60% of these
lost Greyhounds were a direct result of care-
lessness around gates and doors. Based on

this data, if we could just get people to be
more careful around gates and doors, we
could cut the number of lost Greyhound
down by more than half. 

As a community, how do we address this
issue? How can adoption groups, and
adopters ensure the safety of their hounds?
The answers are simple. The gold standard
would be a lock on every gate, and no open
doors without a leash on every hound,
attached to a human. If we can’t attain the
gold standard, at least we can try some simple
steps to keep our hounds from becoming sta-
tistics. 

One way to reduce the risk of a lost
hound is to put a closing device on all of your
gates. Wooden gates can accommodate old-
fashioned spring closures. Metal gates can
accommodate many types of latches. There
are simple devices for all styles and designs of
gates. With a secure closing device, every
time you pass through that gate, you know

42 Spring 2010

Quesa, adopted by Joan Nageldinger of Rochester, N.Y.
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that gate will close behind you. Such devices
are inexpensive; a trip to a home center and
a half hour of installation time can save you
a lost hound. 

If you have a door that is used infre-
quently and opens into an unfenced area,
consider putting a baby gate inside the door
jamb. When you open that door, the baby
gate is there to keep an excited hound from
charging out. 

The best thing you can do to keep your
hound safe is to never relax around gates and
doors. Check them constantly, and every
time you put your hounds in the yard.  

We work hard on the Greyhound Amber
Alert Forum to help bring lost Greyhounds
home. Someday, we’d love to be put out of
work. n

Michael McCann is a volunteer for the
Greyhound Amber Alert Forum and president of
The Greyhound Project. Blue Blazer, adopted by Diana and Harry Chupp of Valparaiso, Ind.

Pinky, adopted by Gail Wright of Hamilton Square, N.J.; Baby, adopted by Stephanie Majors; and Sterling, fostered by Gail Wright.
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Boo Boo Booties
By Jennifer Cirka

With poor Cash's (CH Windrock Ring of Fire) feet being bandaged up from a torn pad, I had to keep them
covered so that he didn't lick at them or try to get the bandages off....so I crocheted him some new doggie
booties! I chose a nice deep scarlet red and even put some felt ovals on the bottom for a little extra padding. 

Materials
Worsted Weight yarn of your choice (less than 1 skein per pair; I used Caron Simply Soft, 100% Acrylic)
US H-8 / 5mm crochet hook
Yarn needle
Optional: Felt ovals, Hot glue

Finished Size
Large/X-large Greyhound
6” long and 3 ¾” wide
For slight size adjustments, try using a larger or smaller hook size

Cash wears hand-crocheted Boo Boo Booties to protect his bandaged paws.
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Gauge: 10hdc and 8rows = 3” 
Pattern (make 2 or more as needed)

Round 1:  Ch 2. 8hdc in first ch. Join with a
sl st to first hdc, ch1, do not turn. (8hdc)

Round 2:  2hdc in each st around. Join
with a sl st to first hdc, ch1, do not turn.
(16hdc)

Round 3:: *Hdc in first st, 2hdc in next.
Repeat from * around. Join with a sl st to first
hdc, ch1, do not turn. (24hdc)

Round 4-13: Hdc in each st around. Join
with a sl st to first hdc, ch1, do not turn. (24hdc)

Round 14: (Tie row) *Hdc in first 2 sts, ch1,
sk next st. Repeat from * around. Join with a sl st
to first hdc. Ch1, do not turn. (16hdc and 8 sps)

Round 15: Hdc in each st and sp around.
Join with a sl st to first hdc. Finish off and weave
in ends or continue on to optional picot trim.
(24hdc) 

Picot Trim 
Round 16:  Ch1, do not turn. Sc in first st,

[ch3, sl st in third ch for picot, sc in next 2 sts] 8
times. Finish off and weave in ends.

Finishing Instructions
For ties, ch80. Finish off with secure knots at

each end. Weave through round 14 of booties. 
Cut felt circles into ovals approximately 2”

wide by 3.5” long. Hot glue ovals to bottoms of
booties near toes. You can also hand sew these on
using a blanket stitch. To avoid slipping on
smooth surfaces, you may want to make a few
glue dots on the felt.

Jennifer Cirka of Jaybird Designs has been crocheting
for as long as she can remember and is mostly self
taught. A work-at-home mom in Colorado, her
designs have been recently published in a number of
crochet magazines. A collection of her designs, Top-
sy Turvy, was published by Leisure Arts. She spe-
cializes in custom-crocheted clothing and accessories
for babies, children, and women which she sells
through her website at www.jaybird-designs.com.
Contact her at sales@jaybird-designs.com with any
questions or comments about this pattern.

  
  

Jackson (Pas Scanlon), adopted by Heidi Peditto and John Gilley of Sellersville, Pa.

SmokeUm, adopted by Aaron and Heather Simon of Acworth, Ga.

Reese, adopted by Will Shumaker of Tampa, Fla.
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Saturday, May 8
Greyhounds and Gilley Girls
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Jim and Sylvia Pettit’s Farm
St. Joseph, Mo.
Raffles, games, contests, vendors. Food and
drinks available for purchase. This is an oppor-
tunity to get up close and personal with the
Gilley Girls Dancing Greyhounds. Kathleen
and Gil will share their wealth of knowledge
about training, grooming, and dental care as
well as putting on a great performance with
their lively, unpredictable Greyhounds. For
those who want to stay later, evening activities
will include a bonfire with roasted hot dogs and
marshmallows. Join your fellow Greyhound
lovers for a sunset walk through the fields and
surrounding timberlands or just gather around
the campfire for an evening of story sharing,
socialization, and fun. All proceeds donated to
the Gilleys to help them continue to promote
Greyhound adoption. Contact: Sylvia Pettit at
greytdogs@ponyexpress.net

Friday through Sunday, May 14-16
Greyhound Gathering
Greyhound Gang
Kanab, Utah
Three days of celebrating the joy in loving
Greyhounds. Costume parade, Blur of Fur Run,
Hikes, Talks, Food, Shopping, Auctions, Best
Friends Tours (including a behind-the-scenes
tour of DogTown by John Garcia). Must regis-
ter online at www.greyhoundgang.org. Every
penny raised helps Almost Home for Hounds.
Contact: Claudia Presto, (435) 644-2903,
Claudia@greyhoundgang.org;
www.greyhoundgang.org
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Thursday through Sunday, March 4-7
Sandy Paws — Greyt Fun in the Sun
Greythound Guardians, Inc.
Jekyll Oceanfront Resort
Jekyll Island, Ga.
Weekend-long fun! Seminars, shopping, din-
ner, blessing, memorial, ice cream social, and
more. Contact: Nancy, (904) 568-4822 or
sandy-paws@comcast.net; 
Wayne, boomer0150@msn.com;
Dione, garnandogs@comcast.net
www.sandypaws.org

Sunday, April 18
Spring 2010 Expo
Buffalo Greyhound Adoption 
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Erie County Fairgrounds
Hamburg, N.Y.
Bring your family, friends, Greyhounds, and
other leashed pets. Several vendors and non-
profit organizations will be present. Come and
enjoy the informational tables and check out
all the various items the vendors have for sale.
Contact: Laurie Graziano, (716) 907-4192 or
grazialm@buffalostate.edu

Saturday, May 1
Shades of Grey
Renewed Life for Greyhounds, Inc.
Noon to 4:00 p.m.
Helder Park
Holland, Mich.
A springtime “Greyhounds and Galgos only”
gathering in a beautiful park, held during Tulip
Time (www.tuliptime.org) in Holland and fea-
turing a huge silent auction and Greyhound
vendors. Come tiptoe through the tulips with
your Greyhound, then visit the dog-friendly
city of Saugatuck. Makes a great weekend!
Contact: Lynda Hegg, (616) 335-8727, 
staff@renewedlife.org; www.renewedlife.org

YOU’RE INVITED

Friday through Sunday, May 14-16
The Grapehound Wine Tour/Virginia
Sponsored by The Grapehound Wine Tour and
numerous Virginia-based Greyhound adoption
groups
Barrel Oak Winery, Delaplane, Va; Breaux
Vineyards, Purcell, Va.
Numerous Virginia Greyhound adoption
groups come together to sponsor the first
Virginia Grapehounds event, which includes a
Welcome Party on Friday evening, wine tast-
ing, music, vendors, and a hound walk on
Sunday morning. Contact: Larry B,
(717) 669-8723 or Grapehound@Gmail.com;
www.Grapehounds.com

Saturday and Sunday, May 15-16
Annual Spring Open House
Greyhound Friends, Inc.
Noon-5:00 p.m.
167 Saddle Hill Road
Hopkinton, Mass.
Join us for our annual spring open house. Good
food, great company (lots of visiting adopted
Greyhounds), shopping for humans and
hounds, silent auction and raffle, nail trim-
ming, and the Not Quite Westminster Dog
Show. Let your Greyhound run in the fenced
field. The Greyhounds in the kennel waiting
for homes always love visitors, so please stop by.
Everyone is welcome with their hounds. 
Contact: Louise Coleman,
ghfriend@greyhound.org

Saturday, May 15
Annual Reunion Picnic
Linda Ann’s Greyhound Rescue
Noon-5:00 p.m.
Upper Macungie Park
Route 100
Fogelsville, Pa.
Bring your Greyhounds and a covered dish. Hot
dogs, burgers, BBQ, salads, and soda provided.
Fun games, great vendors, and some surprises.
Contact: Linda Ann, (610) 264-8111 or
JLAGreys@webtv.net
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YOU’RE INVITED

Saturday, June 12
GPA/Greater Northwest Picnic
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Kootenai County Fairgrounds
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho
Join us for a picnic, live and silent auctions,
vendors, hot dogs, hamburgers, and all the
fixin’s for free. Race your dog against a radar
gun. Reservations available for campsites at the
fairgrounds. This is a Greyhounds only event.
Contact Martha Frohboese, (208) 772-3149 or
(208) 651-0739, gryhnd5@peoplepc.com.

Thursday through Sunday, July 29-
August 1
The Grapehound Wine Tour/New York
6:00-8:00 p.m. Thursday, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00
p.m. Friday through Sunday New York-based
Greyhound adoption groups Watkins Glen,
NY-area wineries Wine tasting, vendors, music,
and fantastic waterfalls.
Contact: Larry B, (717) 669-8723
or Grapehound@Gmail.com;
www.Grapehounds.com

Chester and Sophie, adopted by Chris and Dave Hanson of Clifton Park, N.Y.
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IN MEMORIAM
Annie  (M’s
Annie
Roonie)
1997-2009
Jen and Lloyd
Komatsu’s little
Annie girl was
diagnosed with

osteosarcoma days after her brother Tanner’s
death, and they lost her two months to the
day later. With such a spunky disposition,
they thought she would live forever. Annie
came to them accidentally: a “failed” mis-
sion to deliver her from a relinquishing fam-
ily to the adoption group. She was their
third Greyhound, the one who put them
over the line to become “crazy Greyhound
people.” Annie was one of the six Founding
Hounds of Minnesota Greyhound Rescue
(“Greyhounds Have Taken Over My Life,”
Fall 2007 CG), and traveled across the
country with their family. She even walked
the runway of a drag show! She was one of
the smallest Greyhounds they’ve ever seen,
but she had a huge personality. Bouncing
around, barking, jumping up…Annie
brought liveliness into their lazy house of big
boys. She would dearly have loved to be the
boss of them, but had to settle for being the
best buddy of their miniature schnauzer. She
was their little Squirrel, their Annie
Bananie.

Crisco
(Nore
Express)
1996-2009
Jen and Lloyd
Komatsu lost
their beautiful
Crisco Roo to

spinal cancer. The connection Jen had with
this boy was once-in-a-lifetime, and she is
grateful to have known him. He was confi-
dent, intelligent, and until his last weeks
walked with a sure, prancing step, ears
perked, eyes bright, watching everything. In
public, he graciously allowed everyone to
compliment and worship him. Jen pictures
him riding at the head of their parade float,
wearing his crown.  Always there to share her
snacks, he had a sweet tooth for cookies and
DQ. He arrived certain that their bed was his
and slept next to her, legs everywhere, utter-
ly relaxed. She misses his knowing expres-
sion, his coarse curly coat, the wag of his tail,

his extraordinary attitude.  He was one of six
Founding Hounds of Minnesota Greyhound
Rescue (“Greyhounds Have Taken Over My
Life,” Fall 2007 CG), and that organization
truly exists because of her love for Crisco.
He was Jen’s heart and soul, her best friend
for 7 years. Nothing will ever be the same
without him.

Dancer
unknown
–2009
Adopted and
cherished for
12 years by
Eileen and
Mike Saks,

Dancer was a bundle of love whose heart
was as big as he was. His size never pre-
vented him from running like the wind,
stopping for a dip in a mud puddle to cool
off, as chronicled in “Life with the Class
Clown” (Winter 2000 CG). Dancer loved
walking in parades and soaking up the love
people gave him, giving kisses in return. He
brought laughter and joy to his family every
day. Watching him trot back and forth
across the yard made the hearts of those
who loved him swell with pride and happi-
ness. When he could no longer do that
with the abandon he had always shown, it
was time to let him join the friends at the
Rainbow Bridge who had gone before him:
Polka, Suzanna, and Nikki. There are no
words to describe how much “Mr. Goofus”
will be missed, but he will live on in the
hearts of all who knew him. There will
never be another like him.

Sly (Sli
Slider)
1998-2009
Jen and Lloyd
K o m a t s u ’ s
sweet Sly left
them unex-
pectedly from

a pulmonary embolism, six months after
they adopted him. Pictured on p. 8 of the
Winter 2009 issue of CG, he was happy and
healthy until the last. They saw Sly on the
Michigan REGAP site right after they lost
Tanner, and knew he was meant for them.
They adored him. He was a constant source
of joy and comfort.  It was impossible to be
near Sly and be sad. They are grateful for

his tooth chattering, which was a sign of
happiness but made everyone at meet-and-
greets hug and fawn over him nonetheless.
They loved his nose-pokes, insistent that
they pet him immediately. He shredded
paper with abandon and exuberance. He
ran sideways like a freight train, without
regard for where he was headed, and walked
with a butt wiggle that made them laugh.
Sly was pure silly goodness, and they will
always treasure their time with him. They
only hope he understood that, at 11 years
old, he was finally home forever.  

Tanner
(Mustbe
Fiftyways)
1996-2009
Jen and Lloyd
Komatsu lost
their beloved
Tanner to

osteosarcoma. They were only given 3.5
years with this beautiful boy, but each sec-
ond was a gift. At the saddest times, just
looking at his face could make them smile.
He was sheer goodness, from nose to tail.
They miss his air snaps, his love of Thai
food, the little dance he would do in the
yard, his hopeful ears and puffy tail, his
hoarse, throaty bark used only in defense of
his Mommy, his constant calming presence.
Although he left behind seven siblings, their
home feels empty.  He was one of the six
Founding Hounds of Minnesota Greyhound
Rescue (“Greyhounds Have Taken Over My
Life,” Fall 2007 CG) and worked a meet-
and-greet almost every weekend, right up
until his death. Passers-by would marvel at
his soft fur, expressive eyes and gentle
nature. Countless Greyhounds in Minnesota
and Georgia have homes because of Tanner.
He was Jen’s moon and stars and sky, and she
is grateful to have been his Mommy. They
miss their little Fuzzy.

Without the Greyhounds whose stories and
images populate its pages, Celebrating
Greyhounds Magazine would not exist. With
In Memoriam, we express our gratitude and bid
farewell to those who have, in previous issues of
CG, enriched our lives by sharing a bit of them-
selves with us.
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